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PREFACE. 



If there be any truth in the remark of Dean Swift^ that 
the man who makes three blades of grass gtoyf where 
only two grew before deserves well of his country, the 
fmthful and able missionary may be allowed to occupy a 
chief seat among the friends and benefactors of thfe 
homan race. His labours smooth the way for the 
triumph of science ; increase the produce of the earthy 
by multiplying the hands employed in its (Cultivation; 
and create new demands for the manufactures of bis own 
country, while he is lessening the miseries of his fellow- 
creatures, elevating savages and barbarians to a state 
of civilization, and cheering them with the hope of a 
life to come. 

Man, in his individual and collective capacity, is so 
constituted, that no improvement can take place in any 
part of the one or the other without difiusing its in- 
fluence over the whole man, and over the whole frame of 
society. The thorough knowledge of one science requires 
a ^neral acquaintance with many others. With the 
improvements of science, the arts and manufactures of 
a country may be expected to keep pace. The late 
discoveries in chemistry, for instance, have diffused 
their influence and their energies over every depart- 
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ment of science, from its general principles to its most 
minute details, from the lofty speculations of the phi- 
losopher to the humble operations of the mechanic. ' 

It is the same as it respects the progress of genuine 
religion. With the Reformation arose a thirst for 
knowledge in general; and to the strength of that 
desire may be traced the extension of printing, the 
resurrection of genius, the establishment of schools; 
the multiplication of books, and the brightest period in 
the annals of Europe. Without a motive, a thirst for 
knowledge could riot have existed ; without printing^ 
that desire could not have been gratified ; withoiit 
schools, education could have never become common ; 
and without a capacity to read, printing would havd 
been a useless discovery, and genius would havfe lan- 
guished for want of encouragement, or perished for 
want of bread. Thus the extension of printing, the esta- 
blishment of schools, the general diffusion of know- 
ledge, the revival of literature, and the late discoveries 
in science, may all be viewed as springing from the 
Reformation. ' ' 

TTie eifects of missions are not to be confined to 
wTiat constitutes their principal object. The exertions 
made ' to accomplish that object briag innumerable 
advantages, connected with the improvement of the 
world, in their train. The gi-eat extension of literature 
in India, — ^the rapid multiplication of books in that 
interesting portion of the globe, — the translations going 
on in the various languages of that country,— the vast 
increase of schools for the instruction of the natives; — 
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the erectbn of a religious establishment,— the spirit of 
inquiry amongst the natives, — the easy access now^^ 
afforded us to the literature of the East^ — have all 
sprung from the labours of missionaries. 

With the translation of the Scriptures into the lan- 
giHiges and dialects of a kingdom, come translators^ 
grammars, lexicons, type-founders, and printers, with 
all their literary and scientific apparatus. The litera- 
ture of a country is brought into requisition ; criticism 
and knowledge begin to circulate ; and the collision 
of mind, which arises from opposition of sentiment, 
calls the slumbering energies of a nation into exercisfe. 
Every new translation of the Scriptures into a mo- 
dern language provokes comparison ; the original 
l^guages are cultivated to dissipate the doubts which 
may be excited by the discrepancies^ of translators J 
the student of sacred literature, who, perhaps, in the 
commencement of his pursuits, thought of nothing 
but correcting a false translation, or making a new 
one, finds that there is no species of knowledge,; 
whether in science or literature, in the history of men 
or naanners, which may not be useful to him in his great 
object. Knowledge always desires increase ; it is like 
fire, which must first be kindled by some external agent, 
bqt. which will afterwards propagate itself in every 
dir^tion. , 

While our missionaries, beyond the borders of the 
^^^y of the Cape of Good Hope, are everywhere^ 
scattesripg^ the. seeds of civilization, social order, and 
happiness, they are, by the most unexceptionable 



X PREFACE. 

means, extending British interests, British influence, 
and the British empire. 

Wherever the missionary places his standard among 
a savage tribe, their prejudices against tiie colonial 
government give way ; their dependence upon the co- 
lony is increased by the creation of artificial wants ; 
confidence is restored ; intercourse with the colony is 
established ; industry, trade, and agriculture spring up ; 
and every genuine convert from among them made to 
the Christian religion becomes the ally and friend of 
the colonial government. The materials of otir eon- 
quests, made in this way, will bear examination. Tri- 
umphs gained by such weapons occasion no tears, and 
present no disgusting details : they are the triumphs of 
reason over ignorance, of civilization over barbarism, 
and of benevolence over cruelty and oppression. 

It may be an easy thing for a theoretical European, 
looking at one of our missionary institutions, to imagine 
and assert that the work might have been accomplished 
by other means. Philosophers and projectors had a 
hundred and fifty years to try their skill upon the Hot- 
tentots before our missions commenced, and what was 
done ? — mothing ! When the missions began in South 
Africa, we found the poor natives as far from a state of 
civilization, as they were at the first introduction of 
Europeans among them. They were deprived of their 
country ; fnom a state of independence they were re- 
duced to the miseries of slavery ; their herds of cattle 
followed their lands and passed over into the hands of 
tiieir intrusive neighbours ; and all they had gained in 
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return for these sacrifices, were a few beads, tobactjo, 
aad spirits, aiid a number of vices unknown to them in 
tbeir former ignorance. 

Dn Colquhoun says, the Hottentots are a poor de- 
lated harmless race, evidently deficient in memory. 
Of the Bushmen, the same respectable writer remarks^ 
that they are so extremely savage and ferocious, that 
they are incapable of being civilized. Gibbon, speak- 
ing of the same people, says that they seem to be the 
eQnne<)ting link between the rational and the irrational 
creation* On the ground of such statements, an able 
and distinguished writer of the present age remarks, in 
reference to attempts said to have been made to civilize 
the natives of South Africa, *^ That the experiment has 
been tried with the Hottentots, whom we might reason- 
ably expect to be disgusted with their domestic misery, 
WUb by the East India Company and by individuals, 
but they have never been persuaded to buy comfort at 
ibe expense of independence, which has endeared to 
them the coarse manner of life to which they have been 
acefistumed * '\ 

Itfis acknowledged that attempts had been made by 
the East India Company, and by individuals, to civilize 
the Hottentots, and that these attempts had completdy 
foited; From this failure, the conclusion has been drawn, 
that Ifce Hottentots are weak in intellect^ almost devoid 
of memory^ *nd that the Bushmen are incapable of civi- 
Uwtion. How far these conclusions are just, will be 
seeti:ia' the. perusal of titee volumes. 
■: 1. v\i . '* Sumndr on th« Becai»fifc o/i{A« Cf«^&*o/i# 
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: The object proposed in tiiis work ytiII, I hope, be 
deK^&ied a sufficient apology fi3r not having* taken more 
notice of the useful labours of the Moiiavian, ihe Glas- 
gow, a^ the Wesleyan Mksbnary Societies in South 
Africa. In laying before the public the oppressions of 
the native tribes, with a riew to dbtain for them Uie* 
protection of the British Gtoyerameht, for reascHis which* 
nim^-be satisfactory to the friends of <Jie different mis- 
sionary i^ocietiss in this country, and to thdr worttiy 
agents in Africa, I have found it necessary to confine 
the proofs of my allegations to facts and documents in 
ragrjpwa possession, and to what has come under my 
own obfwyaiion. If any blame is to ' be^ ^ incurred by 
the ijaan^er in which I have pmsecEited my labours 
in this holy? cause^ I have resolved that that bkune 
sl}all >att;$cb to no one but myself; and if it Bhall 
ple^^ Providence to crown them with saccees, the^ 
labourers of other societies, in xspmmcaa with those t)f 
thatt: soiciety* to which I belongs will have the same 
ca^jse for thankfulness. 

I view the different missionary societies, noiw engaged 
ia t^iisi great work, as so many divisions of the' same : 
znpf^i and however we may be distinguid^ by a dif- » 
ference in our i^iifoonB, and by the names of our respeo* 
tive bodies, it i^ the staudai-d of the cros» under which 
we .fig^it,: and tW success of one is ihe success^ all 
Tlie (^I^K^fiia^ ' nnissioimi^ should bec£ no sed; ; and it 
should not be known by hpb spirit among the heathen, 
nqr^i^ong those engag^ \Vith him a thesanlieierv»i4Se, 
to what denomination he belp^igs. He labours for the 
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coov^cm of the heathen to a ccmnnon christiaoity^ not 
to. the peculiacities of any particular party, and to bring 
them into the. fellowship of the Christian church, with* 
out oaiiDg^ to what divifflon of it they may bdong; 
^aving^ brought them into die fekl of Christ, he leaves 
to pa^rs and teachers to say in what pens or partitions 
t^y shfiU be inelosedy within the common pale or fence, 
ii^nt to colkct those of whom the great shepherd says^ 
'Mother i^)eep have I which are not of this fbld^ them 
£^ I must Jbring in." 

V My ohgect in the composition of these pages has not 
b^n. to expose men, but measures; and in preparing 
them for the press^ I have ^tudiedy ias much as poiteible^ 
tQi^i^est myself of all personal feelings. My motto, in 
all ifey labours in this cause, has uniformly been, I 
sl^ V'^ROtbiflg extenuate, nor set down aught In tna- 
litpe." ' T3ie necessity of bringing forward the names 
of. so-mMy individuals in connexion with the disclo- 
sures made in these volumes, has been i6 me the 
niQ$t pdnM part of the task imposed upon me in the 
pn$ai»t undertaking. ^^ Surely, to evety godd and 
peaceable iian, it must, in nature, needs be a hateftrl 
things 4o be a di$f)4easer and molester of thousandis ; 
nmch .rather would it like him, doubtless, to be the 
m€|$^lbger of; gladness and contaoftment, which is his 
cliiief intended bu^css to all ttsankind ; bet that they 
rei^ iand 5 oppose tlweir own hf^inesB^*." • 
,Wje" shaft I perhaps be ' told, that such ca^Hs should 
t.'t ivl -h'->i < ■■ y ♦Milton. ^' ^'" ' '•■ ' " * '^' 



KIV PREFAGB. 

be left to be corrected by the progress of soaiety; but 
long and painful experience has taught us, that tiie liber- 
tteis we ask for. an oppressed people do not fall into their 
lap like fruit from a tree when it is ripe, and never can be 
obtained from the privileged classes, exc^i by the interr 
ference of a stronger power than that employed to keep 
them in a state of subjugation. Present gain is alw5^ 
preferred to that which is remote and contingent onJLy, 
and the voice of humanity has little chance of beiug 
heard amidst the clamour of passion and selfishness. 

The present lieutenant-governor of the Cape has dis- 
playted a liberal spirit towards the missions ; but while 
things remain in their present state, no permai^ent relief 
is to be hoped for, in opposition to the tide of prejudice 
and interest which the highest authority in the colony will 
have to oppose in endeavouring to defend the n^^ye^. 
The governor of such a colony as the Cape of Gqpd 
Hope, must always be dependent, for the information 
he receives respecting the Aborigines, upon those in 
official situations, and immediately about his person ; 
and his informers being interested persons, or con- 
nected with such, it is extremely difficult for him to get 
at the truth of their situation, or to resist ^e teudency 
of ttie conversation of their enepdies, to prqudice bjs 
mind against them, and against all plans proposed for 
their improvement. The greatest humanity and even 
talents in a governor are not always proof against unj*^ 
insinuations, caricature^, and calumnies inyenfeed tp 4i3- 
parage the natives. While he remains in Cape Town^ 
he has np flieans of obtaining correct 'miorm^ho^-re' 
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specting them ; and^ if he travels over the country 
himself^ the liability he is under to be imposed upon, is 
not lessened. In the first instance he is deceived by 
tiie representations of others only ; in the second, be 
becomes himself a party in the deceit 

A goveraor leaves Cape Town to visit the interior. 
Piieparations are made for weeks previous to this jour- 
ney. His intentions are announced in the Gazette; 
ilotices are sent to the local magistrates to have 
relays of horses ready on different parts of the road ibf 
his service ; he spends a day or two at the teats of 
the chief magistrates of the districts through which he 
passes ; he sees the local authorities and the formers, 
converses with them, receives their petitions, and heard 
their complaints. The opgaaf (taxes), and the want 
of labourers, form the lai^st items in the list of griev- 
ances. The landdrosts, and clerks, and farmers, have 
all the same views respecting the Hottentots and other 
Aborigines ; they consider tjiem as the absolute pro- 
perty of the colonists, and as much made for their 
use as their cattle and sheep ; thus, while the governor 
hears nottiing but what is prejudicial to the Aborigines, 
and to every scheme devised for their benefit, he enters 
into all the measures recommended to him the mor^ 
readily, because, ignorant of the arts which hare been 
practised tipoh hitn, he does it tinder the false impres- 
sion that he has seen everything with his own eyes, 
and heard everything with his own ears. 

T^e'krbjfeetof the pres«^ht vdutn^, renders it neces- 
sary that something should be said in this place of the 
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circumstances in which they originated, and of the object 
proposed by their publication. The suflFerings of the 
natives under the Dutch government, have been fully 
depicted by Mr. Barrow, but it did not begin to be 
suspected in England^ till lately^ how little their con- 
dition has been improved by the change of masters 
they experienced when the English took possession 
oi the Capel It seems to have been too easily taken 
for granted, that because we could declaim against 
Dutch inhumanity^ and because the natives in the first 
instance viewed our conquest of the colony as a deliver-, 
ance^ that all their early expectations had been real-r 
ized, and that their oppressions had passed away yv^ 
the power of their former masters. Such were the ini* 
pressions, at leasts under which I arrived at the Cape 
of Good Hope in 1819^ and such were thq feeling I, 
endeavoured to cherish, till I could no longer retain ( 
them. V 

During my first journey into the interior of the counT. 
try, in 1819_, many facts came under my pbservatio% 
at variance with the favourable opinion I had ^ formed, 
of the condition of the natives ; but the explanations I. 
received from the local authorities of the districti^, wherc^. 
inquiries were made, led me to suppose that . t^ey^ 
arose out of the old habits of the people which out; 
government had not been able to.corroqt; but that^ 
nevertheless, the work of amelipration wa/s gping fi)j;-j 
ward, and that in a few more years ther^ wpuld b^ 
no grounds for further complaint. 
"' When I had occasion to submit the grievances of the 
people at our institutions^ to the colonial government, the 
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facts were denied by the local authorities, against wKora 
the complaints were made. I was presented with go- 
vernment proclamations, declaring tiie Hottentots to be 
a free people, and declaring at the same time that their 
improvement and happiness had always been a fa- 
vourite object with the colonial government. And there 
was so much address displayed in the management of 
the whole system, that* it might have continued to 
operate for an unlimited time, had it not been for the 
collision occasioned by its coming in contact with our. 
imssionary institutions, and for the obstinacy which 
refused to lessen the friction till the sparks burst into 
flames. 

'^0 kccouht for the manner in which the oppressions 
of the natives have beeii increased of late years, it 
wlff be necessary to take into consideration the chaijge 
which has taken place in their relative value as Ja- 
IJiMfers, by the abolition of the slave-trade in 1807. 
While slaves could be got for a trifle, by the ve^^ls 
eii^^ed in this trade touching at the Cape, the natives 
\^e not of much importance to the colonists, and 
m'airjr^ of them in th6se districts in which slaves were 
nruflfeWnis, \f fere allowed to live after their ancient man- 
nfe^J ' 111 th6 more remote and thinly-inhabited districts 
of me fcolohy, iii which ther^ were few slaves, and in 
^Hlbh* the restraints of law and government were 
sdii^cbljf felt, tKe natives were more dreaded, and, there- 
foi^, Tiiore ^ated and oppressed. Unable longer to 
eitflui*^' their sufferings^ they at last took . up arms 
against their oppressors, and drove theip before tjiem 



XVnl PRfiFACK. 

till they were met by the Eoglish troops in the district 
of G«orge. 

The natives looking upon the English as their 
fiiends^ and the colonists in those districts being then 
very mnch disaffected to the new government^ Hm 
much injured race obtained some share of favour and 
protection. It was among the people that had been en? 
gaged in this insurrection against the farmers, that Dr. 
Vanderkemp began his labours ; and the other mis-» 
sioiiary stations of the London Missionary Society 
within the colony, sprang out of Bethelsdorp, or were 
composed of the small remnants of the Hottentots who 
had been still left in their native state. 

The missions were never popular among the colonists 
in general ; but while the colonists could obtain a suf^ 
ficient supply of labourers at a low price, the mission^^ 
aries were allowed to proceed in their efforts to im* 
prove the people. If ihe missionaries were scowled 
\xpon by many of the white peculation, and th^ 
were called ^' Hottentot predicants" (ministers), 1^ 
way of contempt ; and if some of the local authorities 
oppressed them, others afforded them countenance^ 
aiKl they had some favour shown them by the colo- 
nial government. But as the scarcity of servant$ 
began gradually to be more felt, and the local autho- 
rities of the districts began to feel the importance of 
the patronage which the power they had assumed over 
Ae labour of the natives afforded them, the people ooU 
lected and improved at our missionary stations began 
to be regarded with a rapacious eye ; and the fiiifU 
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destruction of these institutions became a favourite 
object with an influential part of the community. 
Colonel Collins^ who visited the interior of the co- 
lony^ and the native tribes on its frontiers, as a civil 
commissioner, in the report he drew up for the use 
of the government, in 1809, recommended to the go- 
vernment, at the suggestion of certain individuals, to 
abolish Bethelsdorp, and to disperse the people among 
the farmers. The Earl of Caledon and Sir John Cra- 
dock (now Lord Howden) had too much integrity of 
character, and too much benevolence, to allow them to 
listen to such a proposition ; but the dei^gn was not to 
be abandoned, and the defeat of its abettors, without 
producing liny alteration in their purpose, only led 
them to change the method by which they endeavoured 
to gedn their object. 

Some of the worst abuses which had obtained in the 
(xAony before it came under the English dominion, and 
which w^e merely connived at by the old government, 
were now confirmed by goverment proclamations, ac* 
companied with all the authority and the sanction of 
colonial law ; and while the privileges of the missions 
within the colony were gradually curtailed, the missions 
beyond its limits were not left undisturbed. 

Two of our missionary stations among the Bushmen 
were put tkwn, and the missionaries recalled. Our 
ttrissionary station at Griqua Town, beyond the Orange 
river, was subjected to a colonial interference, which 
ttWfeatened its destruction. Zuurbrak (or Oaledon in* 
IJtttAtion) vms alienated from us, and the people op* 
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pressed and dispersed among the farmers. A plan 
was formed to deprive us of Pacaltsdorp, and to dis- 
pose of the people among the neighbouring colonists : 
^nd so oppressive had the conduct of the landdrosts of 
Albany and Uitenhage become to the missionary in-: 
stitutions of Bethelsdorp and Theopolis^ that they must 
have been speedily ruined, but for the measures whicb- 
were adopted to save them. So late as the years 
1820, 1821, and 1822, the people were unable longei: 
to sustain the oppressions imposed upon them by the 
local authorities of the districts ; and such was the sys- 
tem of annoyance carried on at the same time £^ainst 
the missionaries, that nothing but the hope of succeed- 
ing by a last effort could reconcile them to remain in 
their situations. 

In 1821, the result of an investigation at Bethelsr 
dorp, in the presence of the acting governor, brought 
things to a crisis. Eight charges, preferred against 
the landdrost of Uitenhage, were declared to be false^ 
and the missionaries were accused of having entered 
into a foul conqj)iracy against that magistrate. A few 
months after this investigation I visited this station, when 
I discovered official documents in the hand- writing of 
that functionary, which proved all the charges brough|: 
against him, one only excepted, and that charge was 
afterwards established by another species of evidence. 
A document, composed of letters and notes in the haxid- 
writing of the accused, was laid before government 
early in the year 1822, accompanied with a petition 
praying for a relaxation of the systeni, and that the 
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people might not be any longer oppressed in the way 
they had been. The following extract of the letter 
which was transmitted to the colonial office with the 
above document, addressed to the Governor, Lord 
Charles Somerset, will show the spirit in which that 
article was drawn up, and the objects proposed in lay- 
ing it before government. 

^^ In presenting the statement now laid before your 
Excellency, I beg it to be understood, that the indivi- 
duals concerned in drawing it up have no resentments 
to gratify, that they have no wish for redress for past 
wrongs, and that they have no object on the present 
occasion beyond relief from the unnecessary burdens 
the Institution of Bethelsdorp is now lying under." ^ ^. 
To the document in question, and to the letter which 
accompanied it, I received no official answer ; and I 
had the mortification to discover that every applieatit*u 
for a niitigation of the people's sufferings was followed 
by fr^sh injuries and oppressions. 

During three years, without sending home a single 
complaint, I had done every thing in my power to con- 
ciliate the colonial government, and to induce it to 
^low us to pursue our labours in peace. I stated 
d^ain and agaiii to the leading members of the govern- 
ment, that if they forced me to make an appeal home, 
the ease of the Hottentots would bring all the affairs 
of the colony under review; but all my attempts to 
prevent the necessity of being forced upon this last 
resoohje proved in vain. 

•. After bife Majesty's commissioners had finished their 
Vol. I. c 
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inquiries into tke state of the natives, and a£ter tfiey 
had visited the missionary institutions^ I found them 
favourable, in their conversation, to my views ; but they 
had no power to make any alteratioQs in the system, 
and were even uncertain what influence their opinion 
might have on ministers at home. Being unable to 
obtain any satisfactory informq.tion respecting the mind 
of the government at home upon the subject, I solicited 
and obtained leave, from the Directors of the London 
Missionary Society, to visit England, in the proseeuHon 
of an object in which I had risked both health and 
character, and which was dearer to me than life itself. 

My arrival in London, in April 1826, was intimated 
to Earl Bathurst by the Directors of the London Mis- 
sionary Society. To this notice a reply was returned 
by his Lordship, stating that he would be glad to 
receive from me any communicationB I might have io 
make to him in writing. Many memcnials had already 
been sent from the missionary rooms to the colonial 
office in Downing Street, detailing the oppresi^ns and 
sufferings of the natives, under particular circutnsttoees, 
or proclamations ; but, in qompliance with his Lord-' 
ship's request, I drew up an abridgement of all my 
papers, presenting in one view the whole cafl© of the 
natives and of the missions. 

While I consider myself as personally responsible 
for all the statements contained in these volumes^ I 
may notice, in this plax^, that those enhibited in tiie 
above document were compared with my original 
papers^ by a committee of the Board of Cirectors^ and 
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approved of by them^ before it was transmitted to Earl 
Bathurst's oflSce. In reply to this communication, the 
Board of Directors were honoured by an official letter 
from his Lordship, stating that he could not give an 
opinion oa the subject till he saw the Reports of the 
Commissioners of Inquiry. 

In April, 1824, Mn Buxton had moved an address 
to the Honourable the House of Commons for copies 
;of extracts of all correspondence relative to the condi- 
tion and treatment of the Hottentots, &c. If Earl 
Bathurst's manner of treating the subject was discour 
raging, the return to the address, which was printed in 
Mardky 1827, was still more so. This extraordinary 
document, instead of furnishing copies of a// corresponr 
defKX, ccmtained nothing but an ex-parte statement by 
the Grov^nor, without a single reference to the Comr 
missiiwers' reports. The reports of the Commissioners 
of Inquiry on the Government and Finances of the 
edlony were printed only a month later than the 
return made to Mr. Buxton's motion. It was some 
time ia November or December last that I had them 
put into my hsoids; but they contain so little in ret 
ference to the coloured population that I laid them 
aside, ©Kpecting the full report on this subject : and I 
should not again have adverted to them, had I not 
been recently told, by a member of the House of Com* 
mons, fliat he believed that they contained all that 
it was then the intention of ministers to print on this 
subject. 
After having ^stalidished, b^ore two of his Majesty's 

c 2 
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Commissioners of Inquiry, my allegations respecting 
the oppressed state of the natives, and the hostility 
maiufested against the missionary institutions, I was 
willing to have given up all my proofs and documents to 
the cojonial; government, had pledges been granted me 
that the natives should have their freedom secured to 
thpm. Since my return to this country, I would, at 
any time before these volumes went to the press, have 
committed the papers they contain to the flames, had 
his Majesty's ministers met me with the assurance that 
they would do justice to the oppressed and deeply- 
injured native inhabitants of South Africa. But the 
reserve which government has so long maintained on 
this point ;— the official coldness of Earl Bathurst's 
reply tp the memorial of the Directors of the London 
Mi^aionairy Society, and to my report ; — the meagre and 
extraordinary character of the return to Mr. Buxton's 
motion ; — ^the unsatisfactory nature of what has been 
published in the reports of the Commissioners on the 
Gov^Timent and Finances of the colony of the Cape of 
Good Hope in relation to the natives ; — the manner in 
which their special reports on this subject have been 
withheld from parliament; — and the simple fact that 
the system laid open in the following pages was still 
carried oti in the colony so late as the date of the last 
letter I received from it, — have left pie no alternative but 
to lay this subject before the public in all its length and 
breadth^ or to run the risk of losing the fruit of all my 
tsj^Ql^s foir ijbe natives, and the advantage of all the 
documents I have collected in their favour ; and' thus 
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of leaving them where I found thera^ — in the most 
oppressed condition of any people under any civilized 
government known to us upon earth. 

In the brief notice which has been taken of the state 
of the Hottentots, and of the causes which have given 
rise to the increase of their suflFerings within the last 
twenty years, while relating the circumstances in which 
the present volumes originated, I must have been antici^ 
pated by the reader in what remains to be said respect- 
ing the object of their publication. Tlie most strenuous 
advocates for the doctrine of passive obedience and 
non-resijstance, will scarcely carry their principles so far 
as to plead for indiflFerence to their own civil rights, and 
the natural rights of their fellow-crfeatures. There are 
questions affecting the highest interests of society, on 
which it is criminal to be silent. There are crimes apd 
conspiracies against man, in his collective and individual 
capacity, which strip the guilty of all the respect due 
to. the adventitious circumstances connected with rank 
find station ; and to know that such combinations exists 
and not to denounce them, is treason against the throne 
of Heaven, and the immutable principles of Ti*uth and 
justice. , 

. No question can be more simple and less incum* 
bered with difficulties than the one before us. We ask 
for nothing unreasonable, nothing illegal, nothing new. 
We have nothing to say to politics. The question 
under discussion is a mere question of civil righte. 
We .have advanced no suggestions about the new char-, 
ter.of justice. We are the advocates of no particulcti^ 
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form of civil government for the colony. We have 
oflFered no particular directions about the machinery of 
government desirable in such a country. We have 
recommended no checks but such as are necessary to 
prevent one class of British subjects from oppressing 
and destroying another. In what we propose we sus- 
pend no weight upon the wheels of government. We 
ask nothing for the poor natives more than this, that 
they should have the protection the law affords to the 
colonists. There is nothing surely in these claims, 
against which the shadow of an objection can be urged. 
Independent of printed statutes, there are certain 
rights which human beings possess, and of which they 
cannot be deprived but by manifest injustice. The 
wanderer in the desert has a right to his life, to his 
liberty, his wife, his children, and his property. The 
Hottentot has a right to a fair price for his labour ; to 
an exemption from cruelty and oppression ; to choose the 
place of his abode, and to enjoy the society of his chil- 
dren ; and no one can deprive him of those rights without 
violating the laws of nature and of nations. If the 
perpetrsttion of such outrages against the laws of na- 
ture and of nations is a crime, that crime is greatly 
aggravated when it is committed against the led: loci, 
sagainst the written law of the land. The Hottentots, 
in addition to the unalienable rights conferred upon 
them by their Creator, have prescriptive rights in their 
favour ; they are regarded by the British government 
as a free people ; and the colonial law says, that they 
are to be treated in their persons, in their properties. 
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aad in their possessions^ tiie same as other free 
people. 

We hare shown, in the following pages, that the na- 
tives of South Africa have been deprived of these rights, 
mid we now come forward with the law in our hand — 
which acknowledges them a free people, and grants 
to them the rights which have been specified — and 
we ask the British government, and the British public, 
whether the system of cruelty and injustice which is 
now brought to light is to have their sanction? or, 
whether the people who have been so long oppressed 
by its operations, are to have the enjoyment of those 
i%hts r^tored to them ? 

Considering the beneficial eflfects which have at- 
tended the labours of the missionaries, it may be 
matter of surprise to some of my readers, that in the 
m^ns recommended to the government for the im- 
provement of the natives, I should have dwelt so 
litfle upon this point. In reply to this objection, it is 
only necessary to remark, that in asking protection for 
the people, from cdonial rapacity and cruelty, we ask 
all the efficient aid which government can afford us in 
*he prosecution of^our labours. Government may sup- 
port ati ecclesiastical establishment among a people 
professing Christianity ; but a missionary society, pos- 
sessing the efficiency necessary to bring savages or 
barbarians into a state to call for such a provision, is 
an apparatus, which human government can neither 
fabricate nqr conduct with success. 
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As. an apology for having brought fi)rward> in the 
following pages, two cases of oppression which had 
been redressed by orders from the government at 
home^ it is necessary only to state, that my oljicotjin 
these pages, is to shew the system asf it now works, . 
with a view to have it altered. The cases I have 
brought forward are now become matter of history ; 
ancj it must appear evident to such as pay attention to 
this subject, that we shall gain nothing for the missions- 
or for the people, unless we secure for both a protec-- 
tion which will render such struggles, on the part of the 
missionaries, no longer necessary. If the local magis-^ 
trates pf the colony are still to have it in their power t to 
oppress the people, and to harass the missionary in^ti? 
tutions, as has been the practice, evQn should every Q9m 
in appeal be declared in their lavour in Englapd, deci- 
sions of such a nature* under such circumsta?>ces, woidd 
neither save the missions from ruin, nor the people fromi 
slavery. When the delay and cost on the one side,- aid 
the impunity afforded on the other, are placed in cont 
trast, we might say, on reviewing such decisionsr-^as an 
ancient general did on being congratulated on havings, 
gained a victory over the Romans, to obtain which the 
flower of his army had been sacrificed — '^ Such another \ 
victory, and I am undone." 

While the fruits of civilisation, inpluding civil liberty^ 
&c., are to.be viewed as earthly and perishing in 
their nature, and as secondary blessings which '^chris*^ 
tiauity scatters in its rojirch to iipqaofitiJity," h» ought i 
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tfot to be fdrgiDtteh that tbey furnish its trmmphied car; 
fftdit^ its prepress, send forth its heralds, conso- 
lidate its emjMre, and extend its conquests. What 
oould men of the most apostolic spirit now do for the 
propagation of religion in Turkey or in Spain ? If it is 
the duty of Englishmen to claim the protection of the 
laws of their country ; if the Apostle Paul was in the 
exierdse of bis duty when he clsdmed the privileges of a 
Roman citizen, and appealed from the judgment of 
Festus to the tribunial of Caesar, — it is to be hoped that 
the fri^ids of humanity and of religion in England, 
wfll see it to be their duty to petition the British throne 
attd the Britfeh parliament, that the natives of South 
Afrim may have those rights secured to them, which have 
become necessary to the preservation and extension of 
rel%lon among them ; ^nd I may add, as it regards 
the native tribes, beyond the colony, to their existence 
a»a]^6ple. 

Let the advocates of religion and humanity use their 
efforts to put a period to the slavery of the Aborigines 
wiihta the colcHiy of the Cape of Good Hope, and they 
wiU> by tfeit single act, do more for the promulgation of 
the gospel in South Africa, than all the funds of the 
London Missionary Society could effect while things 
continue in that colony as they now are. Under the 
present systMci, the labours of the missionaries must be 
limited to* the missionary institutions, and their efforts, 
ev^nat them, are like the attempts which maybe made 
tQit^SQue from *he ocean a small portion of the beach. 
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wkseB is Mal^ to be swallowed up by tiie neott sprkig tidei 
B«k if we caw procure for the people their civil ng\ati», 
im tnfity gradually withdraw the fiinds now employed is 
supporting our missionary institutions^ and employ them 
m Effusing the gospel on a more extensive scale. Ex** 
eepting a few missionaries at tiie principle drostdys or 
towns who maybe employed among the coloured popu- 
lation of every class on the sabbath^ and in preaching 
at tile fimn houses M ^ neighbourhood on week 
evenings^ the natives may then be left to the provision 
made for the religious instructibn of the colonists. 

By adoptnig the liberal plan recommended towsffds 
the Hottentots, an objection which has been brought 
against our missionary institutions^ that we train up the 
Hi^tentofe as a separate people^ will be removed, tc^e- 
&er with tiie necessity for such institutions themsdlves. 

The missionary stations in South Afiica are the only 
places where the natives of the country have a sha- 
dow erf protection, and where they can claim an exemp- 
tion from the most humUiating and degrading suf- 
ferings ; but when the British government shall afford 
them the protection of equal laws, our missionary insti- 
tutions will be no longer necessary as houses of refuge, 
and the aboriginal inhabitants, now living as a separate 
people, will become amalgamated with the other parts 
o( the colonial peculation. It is the cruel oppres- 
rion under vdiich they labour, which makes sutfe asy- 
lums necessary. Do away with those oppressions; 
allow the pec^e to have a f«ur price for their labour; 
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to sei^ as free labourers in any part of the ecUcny 
Diey may dioose for iAmr abode^ and the natives ihem* 
BeUe& will pr^r the advantage of a residence among 
the inhabitants bs a fiiee people^ to their present 
straitened condition at our missionary settlements, where 
&ey must always find it difficult to obtain ibe means o£ 
subsistence *- 

It was once remarked by Mr. Wilberforce in the 
House of Commons, that it was to be hoped that in 
proportion as we receded from the coast ^diere the 
eflTects of the slave trade were less felt, we should 
find the people more civilized ; but recent discoveries 
have satisfied us that there is no point of that vast 
continent free from the baneful effects of this traffic. 
Great Britain has Ufled up her voice against this traffic 
in flesh and blood ; she has declared it to be felony for 
any of her subjects to be found seizing the Aborigines 
of Africa, and carrying them off in chains fit>m their 
native shores ; and she is now called upon to show h^- 
sincerity, by putting an end to it in one of its most 
odious forms in the colony of the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

♦ The Baron de Richemont, after returning from visiting the 
interior of the colony, remarked to the writer : — " Till I visited your 
nJ^issionary institutions, I had no idea of their nature and importance. 
I considered them as schools of instruction merely ; but th^y com- 
bine, in themselves, all the claims of all the religious and benevolent 
societies in Europe. They are the only asylums the poor wretched 
Aborigiiies hate from the mdst cruel c^precfsions.^' 



Mvich has been said respecting the compensatioQS 
conquered nations have received for the injuries in- 
flicted upon them^ when they have chanced to fall under 
the sway oi empires in a higher state of civilisation 
than themselves ; but whatever reparation the natives 
of Europe may have made to other countries for the 
evils which have been occasioned by their thirst of 
dominion^, the wrongs of Africa are still unredressed- 
It . is . paijiful to reflect that the history of South 
Africa^ a country which has been so long colonized 
from Ewope, £^nd hymen professing that faith whicli 
teaches us that ^^ God hath made of one blood all na- 
tions of men, for to dwell on all the face of the earth," 
should furnish no ppints oC relief, to the dark shades of 
a, picture which exhibits the inhabitants of the eastern 
and, western shores of this continent, as the wretched 
victims of jjuroppan avarice and cruelty. 

If any one finds fault with me for my exertions in 
tibe, pause . of this oppressed people^ I would ask that 
man to place himself m imagination with his family in 
the. situation of the Hottentots and Bushmen; and I 
wpuld then, require of him to say whether, in that case 
be would blame me. Let such persons remember 
that the law of God is to do to others as we would be 
done by. 

. Under what different aspects the same object may 
appear to different persons! While the Christian 
mUsionary looks at a savage tribe, and regards them 
in tb^ light of divine ^ruth, he feels that he can 
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relinquish every earthly comfort, and even life it$elf, 
if he may be the means of raising* them to the en- 
joyment of the Christian hope ; while the man who 
may be standing beside him, and who, perhaps, bears 
a striking resemblance to him in his physical qua- 
lities and social habits, is all the time thinking how he 
may enrich himself, by getting possession of their 
children and cattle. This difference in their principles 
gives rise to the difference which marks their conduct* 
The good shepherd is ready to sacrifice his life for the 
fiock — the wolf never comes into the fold, but to kill or 
to steal.. In Africa, the contrast which has been thud 
instituted is to be seen every day. 

The sentiments of every heart imbued with divine 
truth, must respond to the Christian philosophy expressed 
in tlie following extract from the writings of Dr. Chalmers^ 
^f What the man of liberal philosophy is in senti- 
mei;it, the missionary is in practice. He sees in every 
man a partaker of his own nature, and a brother of his 
own species. He contemplates the human miiid in the 
generality of its great elements. He enters upon the 
wide field of benevolence, and disdains the geographi- 
cal barriers by which little men would shut out one 
half of the species from the kind offices of the other. 
His business is with man, and let his localities be what 
they may, enough for his large and noble heart, that 
he is bone of the same bone. Tb get at hiiii, he tvill 
shun no dangers j he will spare himfeelf no fatigue ; he 
win brave every element of heaVen; he will hazarct 



thejextremities of every c^me ; he wiU eross seas^ and 
work his perseveriog way through the briars and 
thickets of the wilderness. In perils of waters^ in perils 
of robbers^ in perils by the heathen^ in weariness and 
painfulness, he seeks aifter hiqa. The c^te and th(S 
colour Are nothhig to the comprdhepsive eye of a mis* 
sionary. His is the broad principle of good will ta i^ 
dtiildren of men. His doings are with the species ; and 
overlooking all the accidents of climate or of country^ 
enough for him^ if the individual he is in quest of b^ a 
man — a brother of the same nature — ^with a body whicl^ 
a fe^ years will bring to the grave, and a spirit that 
must return to God who gave it." 

In an age so much distinguished for benevdence^ it 
is remarkable that the condition of the Aborigines of 
South Africa should excite so little interest. When 
their numbers^ their circumstances^ and their sufferings 
are considered, they exhibit the strongest claims npcm 
our sympathy. What a reproach to civilized nations, 
that their neighbourhood to savage tribes has hitherto 
proved more fatal to their numbers and their comforts, 
than famine, pestilence, or the wild beasts of the 
wilderness. 

It was a happy thought of Mr. Wilberforce to pre- 
sent Africa in chains at the bar of the House of thQ 
British Commons pleading for her rights. Gould w© 
embody but a fractional portion of the miseries of her 
tribes to the eye of the British public, it would stir up 
a spoit that would immortalize the British name, and 
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hand it down to posterity with associations more capti* 
vating than have ever been connected wiih Roman or 
Gredan fame. The canse of these poor natives is not 
the cause of a sect, or of a party. It is the cause of 
humanity as well as the cause of our common Chris* 
tianity, and presents the strongest claims upon our sym- 
pathy and active benevolence. Among a people where 
national honour stands so high, and where the claims 
of every form of misery are recognised, it is to be 
hoped, that eloquent advocates will be found whose 
labours in this untrodden path will wipe away the re^ 
proach of civilized nations, and show the world how 
we may make the countries adjoining our colonial pos<* 
sessions quiet, without converting them into deserts* 

LoNDQN, Jjpn7 5, 1828. 



What mankind has lost and gained by European conquests, it would be long to com- 
pare, and very difficult to estimate. Much knowledge has been acquired, and much 
cruelty committed : the belief of religion has been very little propagated^ and its 
laws have been outrageously and enormously violated. The Europeans have scarcely 
visited any coast, but to gratify avarice and extend corruption ; to arrogate dominion 
without right, and practice cruelty without incentive. Happy had it then been for 
the oppressed, if the designs of the original invader had slept in his bosom ; and, 
surely, more happy for the oppressors ! But there is reason to hope, that out of 
much evil, good may be sometimes produced, and that the light of the gospel wiH, ^t 
last, illuminate the sands of Africa and the deserts of America ; though its progress 
cannot but be slow, when it is so much obstructed by the lives of men calling them- 
selves Christians. Dr. JoHM soiv. 



CONDITION 

PP THB 

NATIVE TRIBES, 

SfC.y SfC. 



CHAPTER r. 



Introduction. — The Portuguese and Dutch visit the Cape. — State of 
the Natives — tlieir Character. — Object of this Work. 

The histoiy of a people, ignorant of letters, and pos- 
sessing no monuments of art, commences at the period 
when they are first visited by travellers or adventurers 
from more civilized communities, whose accounts have 
in most instances been coloured by their prejudices 
or their interests. An unknown language, manners 
and customs and a state of society the reverse of his 
own, of which he has perhaps never before read of 
an example, distract the first observer ; and in eveiy 
direction present insuperable obstacles to his inquiries, 
whilst his credulity is increased by the singularity of 
the facts which come under his observation. Meagre 
narratives, defective, or filled up with conjectures, 
seemingly adopted merely to surprise or amuse, are 
thus the chief materials out of which the first chap- 
ters of the history of most nations are composed. 
And if these were only unprofitable they might be 
passed over in silence ; but as the character thus fixed 
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2 ORIGINAL CHARACTER AND CONDITION 

upon barbarous tribes has too often been pleaded as a 
justification of the most oppressive and cruel treatment 
of them by the powerful strangers who came to settle 
in their country, it becomes the duty of succeeding 
writers to search into the origin and grounds of such 
representations with the utmost care and impartiality. " 
We have examples where it has been held a sufficient 
reason for depriving a people of their lands and grazing 
grounds, that they had no houses or cultivated lands ; 
and when thus reduced to want, they are speedily de- 
nounced and hunted down as robbers, or rather as beasts 
of prey. The connexion between the new and old in- 
habitants in such circumstances becomes- nothing more 
than a reciprocity of injuries, and the growing colony 
presents on its borders an unbroken line of crimes and 
blood. Such is the picture of almost every new settle* 
ment in an uncivihzed country; and the result has 
almost uniformly been either the extirpation of the 
original inhabitants, or their degradation to the condi- 
tion of slaves or bondmen. 

To the melancholy hst of instances by which this view 
is supported, I am about to add that of the Aborigines 
of Southern Africa ; — a people that in the course of less 
than a century were violently disposs^sed of every 
portion of their territory, deprived of eveiy means of 
improving their condition as individuals, and, under 
various pretexts, fixed by law in a state of hopeless 
bondage in the land of their forefathers. To give a 
faithful sketch of their past sufferings, and of their 
present condition, is my chief object; I shall, in every 
instance^ lay my authority before the reader. Should 
the facts which I have to disclose give pain to indivi- 
^aals, I have only to say^ that the correctness of my 
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statements is the only reply whicli the dignity of Truth 
partnits me to offer* I dare not shrink either from the 
labour or the responsibility of bringing* before the 
world, for its impartial decision^ a series ^ wrongs and 
eutrages inflidBd on the innocent and defenceless. To 
horve seen them^ imposes upon me> as a sacred duty, 
the task of holding them up to the public eye ; and^ to 
ttse the words of Milton^ ^^ When God commands to 
take the tnmipet^ and blow a dolorous or jarring blast, 
it lies not in mim's will what he shall say» or what he 
shall conceal/' 

WteA tiie Portuguese first visited the Cape of Good 
Hope^ they found the inhabitants rich in cattle^ living 
ia a happy and comfortable manner7 and possessed df 
sui£cient s{»rit to repel aggression and to resent unjust 
tn^meni From the slight intercounse held with them, 
cbfefly hr the purpose of procuring water and refiresh- 
ments for their ships, they were led to entertain very 
favourable nc^ions of the character of these natives. 
It was said^ that ihey were remarkable for the ex- 
cellence of their morals, that they kept the law of 
natioi^ better than most civilii^ people, and that 
tiiey were valiant in arms* Of this latter quality, they 
gave a memorable proof in the year 1510^ when Fran* 
<)isoo Almeida, first viceroy of the Portuguese in India^ 
wa^ defeated and killed in an obstinate engagement 
wilh the Hottentots^ near the Salt River, in the neigfa*^ 
boiwhoodi of the place where Cape Town now stands^ 
. When the Dutoh took possession of the Cape, in 
16^^ the natives appear to have been mudb more 
mumerous than they now are, and to have possessed 
lat^^ hords of cattle. And altho^igh scnne of 4he early 
vwriil^^: who had visited the Cape previous to* &e 

B 2 
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colonization of the Dutch, seem to have given ex-^ 
aggerated accounts of the number, and wealth of this 
people^ yet from documents to which I have had access, 
it is evident that the numbers and wealth of the Hot- 
tentots were very soon much diminbhed by their con- 
tiguity to their European neighbours* So rapid indeed 
was this diminution, occasioned by the trade carrie^on 
between them and the new settlers^ that it arrested the 
attention of the government; and it appears from the 
minutes of an investigation before the governor. Van 
der Stell, in the commencement of the eighteenth cen-^ 
tury, that a single Hottentot village had been robbed 
of cattle by the colonists to the amount of two thousand 
head. It appears, also, from the returns made by the 
officers commanding the parties sent against the, 
Budimen, so late as the year 1770, that their villages 
frequently contained from one hundred ix> two hundred 
men ; and these villages were, at that tima, in the 
possession of cattle. , / 

All the records of the colony, during the first fifty 
years of the Dutch occupation, which I have seen, 
agree in praising the virtues of the Hottentots; and. 
such was the admiration extorted by these virtues, fron^ 
the colonists, that all the Hottentot tribes were di^tinw 
guished by the appellation of ^^The good men*" It is. 
related, on the authority of Bogaert, that, during the 
whole of that period, the natives had never in one, 
instance been detected in committing an apt pf theft, 
on the property of the colonists. The finst that took 
place happened in the year 1700, and, the pjarty who 
suffered by it had so high an opinion of the hoQ^i^y 
of the Hottentots, that the blame was laid upqn, the 
slaves, and the real thief was not sq n^Uch as i^ij^pQcted*' 



OF THE HOTTENTOTS. 5 

The artide stolen was a waistcoat with silver buttons, 
and could not easily be concealed among savages. 
Accordingly^, a short time after the affair had taken 
place, the waistcoat was found in the possession of a 
Hottentot, belonging to a kraal at a small distance 
lk>m Cape Town. The discovery was no sooner made 
than the offender was seized by his countrymen, who 
brought him to town, and delivered him over to the 
magistrates. And so great a disgrace did they con- 
sider this act to their nation, that they demanded that 
he should be punished, as the only means of wiping off 
the stain his crime had fixed upon them ; and not satis- 
fied with his getting a severe flogging, they banished 
hira from their village, as unworthy to live among. 
theici. 

^ The injuries inflicted upon the Hottentots by the 
colonists must have had a deteriorating influence on 
thrir character, in the course of one hundred and fifty 
years, during which time they had been driven from 
tHh most fertile tracts of country, and deprived of that 
independence to which they were passionately attached; 
yfet so much of the character ascribed to them by the 
early writers remained visible even at the time when 
Mr. ©arrow travelled among them, that we hesitate 
not to receive, as accurate, descriptions that might 
(^herwise have been thought too flattering. *^ A Hot- 
tentot,'' says this intelligent writer, ^* is capable of 
strohg attachments ; with a readiness to acknowledge, 
he posSessei^ the mind to feel the force of a benevolent 
atetion. I never found that any little act of kindness or 
attention was thrown away upon a Hottentot ; but, on 
the'contrary, I have frequently had occasion to remark 
the jby that sparkled on his countenance whenever an 
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opportunity occnrred to enable him to discharge his 
debt of gratitude. I give full credit to all that M. Lq 
Vaillant has said with regard to the fidelity and attadr* 
ment he experienced from this race of men_, of whom 
the natural character and disposition seem to approach 
nearer to those of the Hindus than of any otiier na- 
tion." That the following tribute paid to the honour 
of the Hottentot character by the same traveller was 
well merited, I have been fully satisfied by my own 
observation and experience during my residence in 
South Africa; and I never knew an individual who 
was acquainted with the manners of this people, who 
did not acknowledge its justice. ** A Hottentot, among 
the many good qualities he possesses, has one which 
he is master of in an eminent degree, — ^I mean a rigid 
adherence to truth. When accused of a crime of 
which he has been guilty, with native simplicity, he 
always states the fact as it happened; but, at the 
same time, he has always a justification at hand for 
what he has done. From lying and stealing, the pre- 
dominant and inseparable vices of the condition of 
slavery, the Hottentot may be considered as exempt* 
In the whole course of my travels, and in the midst of 
the numerous attendants of this nation with which I 
was constantly surrounded, I can with safety de- 
clare that I never was robbed or deceived by any of 
them." 

like other tribes in an uncivilized state, the Hot- 
tentots lived together in their kraals, or villages, like 
members of the same family, having their cattle and 
chief property as a sort of common stock, to which all 
had an equal right When an individual killed an ox 
or ^ sheep, the slaughtered animal afforded a common 
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(east; and the person to whom it belonged had as little 
food in his house on the next day, or the day follow- 
ing, as any of his neighbours. The same practice, it 
may be observed, obtains still among the CafFers, the 
Bushmen, and the Namaquas. If a dozen of people 
leave a kraal to hunt game, and one only is successful, 
the fortunate individual shares his provision with his 
less successful companions of the chase. 
. I never have been able to discover from my inter- 
course with the natives, or from any other source, that 
this nation had ever attained any distinct notion of a 
Supreme Being, or that an idea of a future state of 
existence had at any period prevailed among them. 
Africaner*, the most intelligent savage I have ever 
met with, declared that, previous to his acquaintance 
with the Missionaries, he had no idea of a Spirit, 
Creator, or Supreme Ruler. In his intercourse with the 
colonists, he had heard, as he observed to me, ^^that 
they had a God ; but he never saw him in the winds, in 
the thunder, in the lightning, in the heavens, nor in any 
of bis works; and so contracted were his views on this 
subject, that, by the God of the white people, he only 
vnc^rstood something under that name which they might 
carry abcmt with them in their pockets." Being asked if 
it never occurred to him to inquire how the world was 
made, or who formed the sun and the stars and the 
clouds, his reply was, ^' I was always so engrossed with 
my cattle and my wars, that I never lifted my thoughts ga 
high ; or if, at any time, a question arose in my mind 
on these subjects, the difficulty of solving it was so great 

* Some account of this extraordinary person will be given in the 
sequel. 
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that it no sooner presented itself than it was dismissed^* 
But the conclusive argument on this point is the fact 
that neither they nor the Bushmen had any word in their 
language to express the Deity. The only name which 
the Hottentots have for him (and this is by no means 
general) is Thuike, or Utika, an appellation of which 
the derivation and meaning are very uncertain*. 

But whatever their opinions may have been on thia 
subject^ they were not entirely without moral restraints. 
Before they were corrupted by their intercourse with 
Europeans, adultery and fornication were considered 
among them as crimes. 

But as the independence of the Hottentot tribes of 
Southern Africa is now matter of history only^ for d, 
view of their habits and social manners in that state^ 
we must look to the pages of Sparrman^ Vaillantj, 
and other travellers. The manner in which Yailkmi 
relates his personal adventures has thrown an air of 
fiction. oyer the general details of his .wprk; but hia 
delineations of Hottentot character and Hottentot man^ 
ners are universally allowed, by those acquainted with 
the period of which he writes^ to be accurate and just. 
As a writer of travels, Sparrman occupies a higher 
place than Vaillant ; and though^ like other travellers, 
he may have been imposed upon> with respect to the 
information furnished him by others, his veracity may 
be relied on in every instance where he relates what 
came under his own obsei-vation. Vaillant cavils afc 

*Thd Missionary Brownlee, who is a respecti^ble authority,/ 
states, 4hat thfe Cafiers have some idea of a Supreme Being, whom 
they cfuJi '/Uhlanga^ hut that until the Missionaries went among 
them, they iiad no conception of a state ofiUtur^ rewards or pu- * 
nishments. 
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4S<kne^of Ws statem^nts^ but alleges nothing to impeach 
Ais veracity; and both agree iii the outlines they have 
given of the character and condition of the Hottentots. 

The following picture of two Hottentot tribes, re- 
tsmning in a state of independence, was drawn by 
S|WLrrman in the year 1775; and as coming from the 
pen of a man of probity and good sense^ who was one 
of the last of our African travellers who had the advan- 
tage of witnessing what he has here described^ it cannot 
Mil to be perused with interest : — 

^^ A small society of Gunjemans Hottentots^ whose 
ancestors, at the time that the Dutch invaded this 
part of the continent^ inhabited the tract of country 
aft)Out Table Mountain and Constantia, now live on 
fric^ftdly terras with the farmer above mentioned. By 
what I couW understand, this little society' had long 
b^en wilhout the exercise of any personal authority 
alnong thfem, without beggars, and without any penal 
laws dnd statutes, as weft as without crimes and mis- 
dettt^riors ; having been united and governed only by 
tlifeir own natural love of justice, and milijness of 
di^o$ition, together with several common Hottentot 
uss^es and ^)«stoms. - 

.^/^ My Hottentots from Swellendam seehied to hold 
in high estimation the virtue, freedom, and. happy 
state of these people ; so much indeed, that they were 
resirived to partake of the blessings enjoyed by this 
ha^y race for the rertiainder of their lives, as soon 
as they should have finished the journey with us at the 
Cape. ' For this purpose they solicited me to buy at 
this.place, for each of them, a heifer with calf, which, 
acco^hg to our agreement, ;they bad a right to de- 
mand for their reward. As Hottentots, this way of 



10 ORIGlNAXt CEAHAOTBB AND CdONDITION 

linking and turn of mind did not by any means dis- 
credit them. I therefore advanced for them glass 
beads» brass tinder-boxes^ knives, and steels for flints^ 
to the value of nine or ten rix-dollars ; in consideration 
of which, two of the best heifers in their judgment 
among the whole herd of cattle belonging to the kraal 
were looked out for them. 

. ^^ The most considerable part of this herd belonged 
to a widow, who was reckoned to be worth sixty milch 
cows, and was (at least in this point) the most respectaUe 
female Hottentot I was ever acquainted with. She 
was childless, and was to be succeeded in her estate by 
her cousin ; she seemed to be past the middle age, and, 
in her younger days, to have been a beauty in her 
kind.'* 

^^To the divine pleasure of doing good to their 
fellow-creatures, I look upon the Hottentots to be by 
no means insensible, as I have seen them display the 
greatest hospitality to each other, when in the course 
of their business, or merely for pleasure, they have 
visited one another from a great distance. Besides, 
it is probaWe that, in the other well-governed Hottentot 
kraals, any more than in this, no member of society i% 
abandoned to any considerable degree of indig^[ice and 
misery. But in consequence of the further migrations 
of the colonists hither, and of the quantity of glass 
beads and other commodities, which I at this time 
brought to market here, and for which I found a good 
sale among tiie fair sex, I think I can plainly foresee 
a speedy and not inconsiderable revolution in the turn 
of mind and manners of this sodety." 

Of a kraal on the Little Sunday River, he gives the 
l^llowmg accotmt: — 



OF THE HOTTENTOTS, 11 



tif 



^Tliey appeared to me not so swarthy as my own 
Hottentots, and I suppose that they originate only from 
a set of people who, having acquired some cattle hy 
servitude am6ng the CaflFers, had formed themselves 
into this society. The iris of their eyes was of a very 
dark brown hue, and almost, if not quite, as dark as the 
pupil. TTiey had a great quantity of cattle, and seemed 
to live very happily in their way. As soon as ever 
they had taken their cattle up from pasture they milked 
them; an occupation they intermixed with singing 
and dancing. 

^^We seldom see such happiness and contentment 
as seems to be indicated by tiiis festive custom, in a 
handful of people totally uncultivated, and subsisting in 
their original savage state, in the midst of a perfect 
desert. Mr. Immelman* accompanied me, in order to 
behold with his own eyes the real archetype oS that 
state of pastoral felicity, which the poets are continually 
occupied in painting and describing. We announced 
ourselves here, likewise, as being the children of the 
Company, and were received by them with a friendly 
'simplicity and homely freedom, which, however, by no 
means lessened them in our thoughts as men. They 
presented us with milk, and danced at our request, at 
the same time giving us to understand, that our fame, 
as being a singular people with jdaited hair, and at 
the same time simplers and viper-catchers, had reached 
them long before our arrival, 

'^ We were spectators of their country-dan^s, in 
which tb^re was very little of agility or art. While 
their feet were employed in a kind (rf stamping and 

* Sparrman's fellow-traveller, and a native of .the Cape, 
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moderately slow movement, every one of them at in- 
tervals made several small gentle motions with a littie 
stick, which they held in their hands. The; simpliciiy 
which prevailed in their dances was equally conspicuous 
in their, silking. 

^^ It must be confessed, that this concert was not vhW 
adapted to satisfy a nice ear ; however^ it inspired a 
certain degree of joy and oheerfulne$s, and wiis hy no 
mesana disagreeable. " 

*^ Appix)aching near to nature and under her imme- 
diate protection," says Vaillant, in giving ti simttar de- 
sorijition of one of the dances of this people, "the 
. savages.have no need erf our noisy and most harmcMUous 
orchestras, to excite them in their festiVab io-the* 
liveliest dQEDoastratioiis of pleasure and joyj Ihe. con- . 
fined and monotonous modulation of their music is, 
sufficient; and I believe that, even without it, they 
would caper equally well. J 

f /Mr his course of Geographical Lectureig, one of btir 
modem authors who has made it a rule to studyi men, 
at the:same time that he describes places, observes, witii 
great sagacity, that, in a polished state, dancing aaad 
singing are two arts ; but that, in the bosom of th^ : 
forests, they are almost natural signs of condord, fi5e*iA-i* 
ship, tenderness, and pleasure* We learn, under mas- 
ter,'* adds this writer, ^f to com^ciand oifr vmce; and to 
move our limbs in cadence; the savage has tiocfthei^ 
instructor but his own passicMjs, his own heart, atid' 
nature; What he feels> we pretend to fed^ ^the 
sav£^, thereficare, who dances arid sings is^^ altvays = 
happy/' ' ^ 

The same writer, describing the occupations of these 
simtde^ people^ and the seasoi^ thiey dibdse 'for their 
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favourite mftusements, jemarks^ that they never assem- 
ble to amuse themselves in this manner^ exceptbg in 
the night, thar daily occupatiods leaving them no other 
time, ■ .. ' 

'^ A particular duty," he observes, ^^ belongs to 
etkj], which most be disdiarged : — some must conti- 
naaily watch over the flodks, scattered tbroi^hoat the 
fields^ not only to prevent them from straying, but to 
protect them from the attack of ravenous animals, 
Yfhidi are continually lying in wait for them } pthers 
mu^ keep them clesm, and milk them twice adKy; 
some must weave mats, and collect dry wood for their 
evening fires ; and others must provide subfflstence^ 
and* search for roots. These last occfipations belong 
prigidpally ta tiiie women ; whilst tiie me», on their 
part, go a hunting, inq[)eet the snares wbidb huve been 
la^d in. diflferent places, mid form arrows a»d all the 
other inptruments which they have occasion lor, ' 

i^f ^Though &ese instruments, and all tiiose works that 
CQtfi^n from their hands, are in general coanse and 
cbmsy^ they require a good deal of time and pains; 
becmise they are destitute: of a number of tools 
necessary for abridging Aeir labour; their ingenuity is. 
much less admirable than their patience." 

These .extracts might have been conveniently 
abridged^ but i have prefeiTed giving tiaem in their 
original fcwTO, because, in the words of the writers 
th^ias^kesi who described what tiiey baw, they are 
caldulateid tomake a more vividy distinct^ a:nd faith«^ 
fid .impression^ than in any other fbrm that could have 
been adopted; and the descriptions thus afibrded 
arj^ the !more> entitled t& credit^ as they are in perfect 
unj^otr Yidth jail the otheo* authentic acdoimtsf gijvent of the 
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original state of the iHottentots. The calumnies itt-* 
vented against them come from a different source, and 
originated in causes to be afterwards explained* 

Thus it appears, from the concurrent testimony of 
the best authors^ and from facts to be gleaned even at 
the present day^ that the Aborigines of Sou&em 
Africa were, when first visited by Europeans^ in a state 
of independence, possessing in abundance the me€»is 
of subsistence^ not destitute of comforts^ and living to- 
gether in gneat harmony ; that their dispositions were 
toild and inoflfensive, their morals comparatively pure^ 
and their conduct towards strangers^ as well as toward* 
each other, conciliating and exemplary. It has how- 
(yver been urged, as a common apology in defence df 
flie practice of enslaving the natives of Africa, that ttey 
are much happier on the plantations, and in th^ 
service of our colonists, than they were when Aey 
lived accJording to the customs of fheir fethers* How^ 
few this opinion has any foundation in truth will be 
perceived by comparing the preceding statements witib 
the following details, whidi, though scanty, and some- 
times abnip*, and apparently unconnected, owing to 
the nature of the subject and the difficulty of procuring 
original documents or authentic information from the 
common sources of history, will> it is hoped, prove 
sufficient to give the reader a correct view of the policy 
and conduct pursued towards this people by the Dutch 
and English governments, and to produce a disposition 
in the public mind to do justice to what remains of this 
oppressed and degraded race. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Namte of ^e various Hottentot Tribes. — Striking peculi«nty.*^Firsi 
Settlement of the Dutch. — ^Treatment of the Natives«-^-£upt'a 
. Journaif-*^R(eniaric8« 

Thb H(rtteiitots witibdn Hhe col(Hiy of tbe Cape of Good 
Hope^ the Bushmen or Bosjesmen^ afi they are styled 
by oar African travellers, the GoraniMis^ a pastoral 
tribe inhabiting the banks of the Great Orange Rivw, 
and the Namaquas^ occupying that part rf the western 
&oa^ of Africa marked in our maps with the name of 
Namaquaknd^ speak the same language (allowing for 
varieties of dialects and accents), have neariy the same 
phydcal peculiarities, and are branches of the same 
original stock. One peculiarity of their language is so 
ilihgular^ that it has not failed to attract the attention 
of all travellers. Most of their words are pronounced 
With a smack or clucking sound, produced by the quick 
retraction of the tortgue from the teeth of the upper 
jaW_, or froni the palate against which it has been 
pressed. Words of more than one syllable are accom- 
panied or divided, and rendered special and emphatic 
in their application by two clucks ; and these accents, if 
we may so term them, are formed in three different 
ways, as the word or the subject requires, by striking 
the point of the tongue more or less backward against 
the palate. This characteristic of the Hottentot lan- 
guage, from its frequent recurrence, gives the speaker 
a^ grotesque and hurried appearance to a stranger, x^ne 
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of the ducks being exactly that used to express impa- 
tience ; while it makes the attainment of the language 
appear extremely difficult : but as in the case of every 
innocent peculiarity in the manners of a strange people^ 
our aversion is worn away by familiarity, and many ol 
&e Boors speak it with as much fluency as the Hdien* 
tots themselves. 

With most of these tribes the Dutch, on that film- 
ing a settlement at the Cape, came early into contaet 
This settlement took place in the year 1662: the •site 
chosen was on the soutiiem edge of Table Bay, and the 
party consisted of one hundred males. This number 
was speedily recruited by fresh arrivals from Europe; 
and the population has continued up-to the presenl time 
t» douWe itself within the space of about every twemtyi 
years. Their weakness at first contributed, perhaps, to 
(xmfirm their peaceable dqportment towards the natrvea 
The Dutch Esfit India Company, under whose protection^ 
and contml they were placed, seem not .then to hav^ 
regarded the conquest or appropriation oi the oomrtry asu 
an object worthy of their attention. It was considered 
merely as an appendage to Batavia, and a conveniei^ 
station for watering and refreshing the fleets engaged 
in their eastern commerce* Accordingly, for a eonsir^- 
derable number of years, the intercourse between* the 
old and new occupants was conducted in the most 
amicable spirit, the Dutch paying honestly for the Sttp^ 
plies of she^ and cattle furnished by the Hottentote* 
with coj^pa* beads, tobacco, and braody, the cturrent 
coin in all countries among an uncivilized people. 
It appears, however, from the private journal of Van 
Riebeck, the founder of the colony, that even in tfiQse^ 
early days, from the mud walls of the little fortress by 
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wliicli kfe dominions were circumscribed^ he could not 
help gazing with a curious eye on the herds of bullocks 
ranging over the pastures, and hinting a regret that 
such fine animals should remain in the possession of 
heathens *. 

As the colonists increased in number^ and began 
to feel their security and strength, and the difficulty 
of supplying their wants by barter ami feiir purchase^ 
their encroachments daily augmented, until tiiey were 
no longer enduraWe. Posts were formed in advance 
of the fort, and productive patches of land hegsn 
to he considered as the property of the settlers. 
Ifce Hottentots gradually and insensibly ebbed away 
with their flocks and herds from the vicinity of Table 
Bay and the Cape Peninsula, and the strangers steadily- 
advanced, fixing their durable houses of stone where 
the fragile and temporary hut of the native herdsman 
had sprung up, and disappeared, as caprice or the 
dbaoi^ of seasons dictated. In some instances it is 
pretended that tracts of land were regularly purchased 
flhom the native chiefe or captains of their respective 
hordes, who, being in no manner straitened for terri* 
tbry, ceded for a trifling consideration their most valu- 
able possessions. How such bargains were concluded 
at the period of which we speak, and whether the 
i^Tes understood that by such transactions Aey re- 
nounced the right of pasturage and occasional occupa- 
tion, wd have no means of ascertaining ; but it is most 
{Probable that their notions went no farther than to con-. 

^ q«e Van Riebeck's Journal, published in the "Zuid-Afri- 
kaahsck Tydschrifl." Cape'Town, 1824U1825* 
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qede the joint and friendly use c^ Hxe springs and Ifim^ 
bage common amongst themselves. 

No Unlit being fixed to the extension of the oolcmy 
by these means, the number of fermers^, or boors as 
they were called, rapidly increased ; and as they re- 
pioved farther and farther fron^ the seiit of gov0rumi»it, 
tl]^ir trade with the natives began occasionally to be 
interrupted by disputes and quarrels. Driven baok to- 
wards the north and north-east, an^ong dry and barr^ 
tracts, the Hottentots, seeing their herds and flocks 
diminishing and now scarcely sufficient for their oym 
mix\% avoided the barterers or nierchants who came to 
traffic with them either on their own account or as 
i^nts of the Dutch government, and withdrew, on their 
approach, to the least accessible plaqes. To increase 
this feeling of jealousy ^nd apprehension, soipe outrages 
committed by the colonists greatly contributed ; an4 
before th^ end of the century it appears that some inof- 
fensive kraals or villages had been surprised and plun- 
dered by rovers from the settlement. 

The ^pect pf affairs was now entirely ^tered. 'Pip 
colonists, firmly estabUshed in the south-western po^r 
tians of the country, began to regard the receding Hot- 
tentots as intruders and enemies ; and though actual 
hostilities had not comm^ced between them and the 
Company, it was obyious that the very existence of the 
pativps was about to be considered as subservieut to 
the interests of the boors. To illustrate the state of 
the country at the commencement of the aighteenti) 
century, only fifty years after Van Riebeck had fixed 
his party of one hundred men on the verge of the con- 
tinent, I shall give a few extracts fi-om the journal of 
Johannes Sterreberg Kupt, Landdrost, who wa^ sent 
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i»to the ioterbr to procure some young oxeu foir the 
.Company in the year 1705. The journal was kept for 
the iqformation of government^ and is of the natare of 
m E^)ort. It is entitled ^^ Journal of the Landdrost 
^h- Slte^ebefg Kupt^ on his journey to the Gonna- 
niaa^f Grigriquaas^ Namaqua Hottentots." J give it 
»t l^ngth> literally triuislated from the original manu- 
^iiptj as it presentsi a curious and £atitbful pioture of 
41^ country at that period. It thus commences :- — 
. ''dsk Frijiay the 16tA October, 1705, we left the 
Qip^ *, I went to Stellenbosch to order the perfiorm- 
j^xko^ qf some business tq the vice-president of the 
board of Heemraden, and froiq thence on the 

^^ I8th, to Drakenstein to transact some business, 
and aiiri¥ed on the 

^^ I9th, Qit the post of the Company at Sonquaas Drift, 
which was the place where I had fixed to meet Baas 
Hartog^/wbo had taken another course with the wag- 
gnnp ; and travelled on the 

^^ 20th, from Sonquaas Drift farther on, to take our 
lequr^, according to instructions^ towards the oircum- 
jaqent Hottentpts, in order to barter with them for a 
4i}mheF of young oxen for the Honourable Company. 

*Mn the afternoon it was reported to us that the 

3o^nemaas IJottentots (who were the nearest) did not 

like to traffic with us, apd for that reason hc^ tra- 

>YeUed over the mounts^in into the land of Waaveren, 

put of om road ; but that ft captain called Boatsman 

was living with his kraal beyond the Twenty-four-rivers ; 

towards which we accordingly directed our couiise^ and 

amved there at sunset. 

]' . ^f As soon as we had pitched our tent, we saluted 

in 

* Cape Town is termed " The Cape" by the Colonists. 

C 2 
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ihis dhief with a dram and a good tabutje\ in the name 
of the Honourable Company ; and gave him to under- 
stand that we came to barter for some working cattle, 
in a friendly manner, for the Honourable Company, who 
were in great want thereof; and to assure him of the 
friendship of the Honourable Company : that his 
Honour the Governor, being informed that he was a 
good fellow, and rich in cattle, had ordered us to go t6 
him, and that it was expected he would assist us. We 
then gave him a second dram ; but it availed us no- 
thing. He made reply that we must go first to tibe 
other Gonnemaas, and from what should occur tbere^ 
he would see what he had to do. 

^^ During the time he drank once more, I went to^ 
the kraal to look over the cattle which had come home, 
and found them to be a fine herd, although he had sent 
away his best oxen on hearing of our coming, 

^'^ I returned to the tent, and tried again to persuade 
Mm to barter, but could not succeed further that eren^ 
ing, except that he was willing to give us some sheep 
for provision for our journey. We were, therefore^ 
forced to part that evening unsuccessful. 

♦* 2lst. I sent one waggon back to the Cape, transfer- 
ring the goods to my own waggon, by which I had an 
<^portunity to report to the governor the delay with 
this stubborn Boatsman, who in the morning brought 
nothing but twelve sheep, notwithstanding that I had 
strongly intimaited to him, that we were not sentio 
procure sheep, but oxen ; that we were not in want df 
victuals, for we had abundance of provisions as he 
could see in the three loaded waggons ; and that If he 
would ncrt barter cattle, he might take back his sheep. 
On this they d^arted from the tent to the kraal, atitf 
returned a short time afterwards with three young oxen j 
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whiob made me follow up the same way of acting, and 
s^yihsii he must be a fool to think I was come with so 
mraiy waggons and people so far to traffic for three 
oK^i ; that he might take them also back, and that I 
fihould break up and depaii. At last I obtained nine 
£aae young oxen, and nine sheep, for which we gave 
teu' lirings of copper beads, thirteen pounds of tch 
baeeo, glass beads, and brandy. These cattle we left 
with him till our return. 

/^ U3d. We continued our journey, and proceeded to*- 
wards the corner of Picquet Berg, which was the road 
pouftiedout to us by Captain Hannibal, as leading to his 
kraal. At noon we reached a river similar to Deep River 
in Koebergen. Here we pitched our tent, which had 
got wet last night, to dry it. While resting, our men, 
Hottentots and cattle ate something ; and about two 
o*clock, we again packed up, and continued to travel 
along the said liver till night-fall, when we halted 
aA am old^ kraal on the north corner of Picquet Berg* 
We had travelled that day about eight leagues. Here 
we and Captain Hannibal were told by Bosjesmen, 
that, about four days ago, a waggon had passed on 
it^.way to his kraal, to traffic; and of which waggon 
they showed us the trace. Upon this he wanted to 
lmv« us immediately to hasten to his kraal, as tte acts 
of drunken Gerrit were fresh in his remembrance. 
However, I persuaded him to remain, by promising to 
we 1^1 expedition to overtake that waggon ; a^d that he 
should then be an eye-witness that it was here without 
tt^ knowledge of the governor, as I would arrest ttiat 
Wftggon tod people, and send them to the Cape. By 
tbi^ Jhe was persuaded, and remained with ns, others 
HK^ lyi^ wight perjiaps not have hem aWe to .find bis 



2^ KUPT*s journal; 

*^ 24th. Continued our journey along the same rlf^> 
intending to travel a good way, (as it was a cloudy sky, 
and cool weather,) so as to overtake <he wag^ii ; re- 
specting which I here received information from some 
Bosjesmen, thslt it belonged to onfe of the CJompany^d 
servants at Groene Kloof. This appeared strange to 
me, since the corporal of that post knetr that I was 
gohe into the country to traffic for the Hon. Company) 
because I had one of the men of that post with me ; and 
he imist have been aware that, by sending his waggon, 
and supplying the Hottentots with tobacco and other 
things, he would frustrate the object of our journey* 

^' Sunday the 25th. We got ready towards noon, and 
continued oiir journey, the weather being fi^gy. After 
we had travelled about one league, we perceived by 
fresh tracts that the abovementioned waggort had re* 
turned hel'e and passed us in the night, having very likely 
received information of our arrival. We continued the 
whole of that day our route along the Same lif er^ and 
formed towards evening our camp on its banks, after 
having advanced about six leagues. The riVer at this 
place was nearly a thousand paces wide, full of iS^a- 
gulls, geese, ducks, and Other flying and swimming 
animals. Amongst others we heard the sea-cow. 

' ^ 26th. Early in the morning, with foggy weather^ and 
a strong wind, we directed our course to the right hand 
inland, through a difficult sand, where the oxen stopped 
every moment, fell into mole-holes, and stuck fast,- 
and the waggon wheds cut a foot deep in the ^and. 
This continued for three leagues, when we arrived at 
Hannibal's kraal. Here six captains had joined, and 
formed altogether twenty-three huts. 

^* I asked how it was that they had so few cattte^ad 
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flie Honourable Company had never trafficked with thetn. 
On which they hifonned us that a certain free man^ 
going by the name of drunken Gerrit, some years ago, 
aecompahied by some other people, had come to their 
kraal, and without saying a word, had fired upon them, 
from all sides, chased away the Hottentots, burnt their 
huts, and carried off all their cattle, without their know- 
ing any reason for it, since they had never offended any 
df the Dutch. That in consequence of having lost dU 
their cattle^ they were obliged to go to the bordering 
Dutch to collect somcj and to rob their own countrymen} 
and whfenever they could get any, they drove them into 
ihe mountains, and feasted till all was consumed ; then 
they went to fetch other cattle ; and in this they bad 
suteeed^d severtd times, and had still a few of the catfle 
left; From aiiother quarter they are also plagued with 
robberies from a nation of Hottentots, living on the other 
side of Elephants' River^ in inaccessible mountains, and 
♦hdSe fcouiltry is called, in their language, ^ Thynenra,* 
ahd the daptains df these robbers *Throghama,' 
' Tkousa, Doeodie, Tkerringrow.' By these they are 
constantly plagued, and but seldom able to reveiige 
tblfniBelves. But their most sorrowful and exasperated 
compllBtints are about the wicked behaviour of this 
drunken Gerrit, who has been the cause of all the cala- 
mities arid bloodshed that has since occurred in several 
encounters with the Dutch. They were obliged, they 
Said, itt order to save the small quantity of cattle left 
them, and to procure victuals for their wives and chil- 
dren) to fight daily with the elephants, and thus obtmn 
subsistence with the greatest danger of their lives. They 
added that they set great value on the benevolence and 
fHem^ip of the Honourable Ciompany, which I cotn- 
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mended so higbly to ihem, and wished muck to embrace 
the sgme on all opportunities. And verily I have di^h 
covered in the manners and behaviour of these people^ 
and by our intercourse with them, much moretgemiiDe 
good nature than in other Hottentots* 

^^ The same eveiling they left us. During the n^ht 
it rained hard, with a strong wind from the north-west, 
in consequence of which we were hardly able to ke^ 
our fires burnings or the tent standing. We w^e the 
whole night in motion, because the cattle would w)t 
remain in the flat^ but went off constantly to the bushes 
ta feid shelter s^ainst the rain and wind* The tent 
being old did not protect us from the rain. 
^ ^^ Sl7th. About eight o'clock in the morning the rain 
ceased^ The captains came^ six in number, and 
bvoughtus six head of cattl^^ with their former pro** 
testations of their poverty. We obtained, howev^v 
after talking the whole day, on the 

. ^^ aStA^ fourteen head of cattle, for whidb we ^ve 
eighteen strings of copper beads, eighteen pounds of 
tobacco, glass beads, and brandy, 

* ^ Here we received accurate reports about the before- 
mention^, waggon ; that the same had been seat by the 
corporal of the Groene Eloof post, Daniel Tons, with 
the only men he had with him on the post, and afrefe- 
^man, Christopher Lutje, to barter; but that they had 
heard of our coming, and after one day's stay, had 
departed, having only purchased in haste twelve lange 
^phants' teeth, which they took with them* .We 
tearaed moreover, that during the last dry season the 
freemen Pieter Janz, Kees Orlam, Pattje, and Karos* 
o^-sy, had been here to traffic with the Hott^itots. 

f^On gobgwlthHartogh some.di^tance feomthoitent 
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ta cdleot dome bulbs andseeds^ I perceived from a 
b^ghty tbe sea; and as the distance did not seem great^ 
we resdved to follow the river, which runs by the 
knaai^ and is named by the Hottentots Thythouw, to 
see whether it did not join the large Quacoma, and dis* 
^o]2»ge itself with it into the sea. After two hours ride we 
Cffrived at the shore, where we found a barren beach, and 
jat tempestuous sea» with a terrible surf and dimgerous 
rodcs. We rode someway along the beach, 8«id could 
just perceive the monxih of the great Quacoma river 
at a distance^ but it was too far for us to go there, 
lliis Thythouw river does not disdharge itself into the 
sea, but into a large salt pan, where it mvisi lose itsdf 
ttfider the sand*hills, for we foan^ no mouth, and every* 
where pr^ty high sand-hills. I never saw so many 
fiamin^es as at this place, besides a great abundance 
aiid yairieiy of ducks, of which we shot a l^u^e quan- 
tity, and arrived in the evening at our tent It had 
be^dondy during the whole day, and became very 
(poldiin the evening, 

^^ 29th. The weather was misty and rainy ; we there- 
fore waited till noon, when we I'e-oommenoed our 
jowney> and directed our course to the right, towards 
Elephants' River. After having advanced about two 
leagues,^ we stopped at a little rivulet called, by the 
Namaquaas, Thiethey, and by us Schildpaddenpoel, 
situate about half a le^tgue behind the Tfaeima Koeth-* 
ma, or Wafebei^, 

^ The whole of our way from the kraal to this plaee was 
dver«attdy hills, without grass, but ftiU of tfaon^, and 
aiice^tain bush f ream which distils a gum very much 
like tiie mastic in smell, taste, and colour. The Na- 
maquaas call the gum Throop^ and use it to fasten their 
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assagais, knives, &c.> as we use resin ; wherefore we 
took some of the plants and of the gum with us. In 
the afternoon it became fine weather. I sent along 
the rivulet io search for water-herbs for the hOTses^ for 
in the whole of this country not a blade of grass was 
tD be found. In the evening it became cloudy again. 

" 30th. The sky was now covered with heavy doiids^ 
and it blew very strong from the iM>rth-west> towardd^ 
Ivhich our course was directed. We had not advanced 
above half a league When we had a heavy rain, whidi 
continued the whole day. 

^^ This is a very disagreeable couhtry. Throughout 
the whole way we found nothing but sandhills, and 
valleys fiill of stones and mole-holeSj where cattle and 
hcwrses sink continually up to the knees ; it is fliU of 
bushes, but destitute of grass. We rode for some time 
^ong a mountain. Here the waggons stiick £^inst a 
sand4lill, and could not be pulled up till after two hours 
hard labour, with the assistance of all the people ; And 
here we were drenched by a heavy rain, which I bravfed 
stoutly,' as long as my cloak would bear it, but was at 
last compelled to cineep like the others under the rocks. 
It cleared up a littJe, and we continued our uiareh. 
Here a rhinoceros stood In our way, about one hundred 
paces from the road, and we were apprehensive that I* 
would attack us, but on hearing the shouts of the Hot-^ 
tentots it went away. This was the only large game WIS 
had seen during the whole of our journey, whereas ill 
former times large herds of elephants were found in this 
and the country we had passed through. The reason of 
this change is, that the circumjacent Hottentots, ih the 
abovementioned manner sunk into the deepest poverty^ 
bilve been compelled to hjave reocmrse to the hunUfig 
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of elephants, and thus to kill and drive away these 
animals; TTiey still allow them no rest, for as soon as 
one is spied by their Sonquaas (soldiers) who wander 
daily in the fields to catch dasjes, jackals, and other ani- 
ma!s> the whole kraal is advertised of it, all the young 
men assemble and assail those animals till, from fatigue, 
arid wounds from assagais and arrows, they expire. If 
iSiere is water in the neighbourhood where one falls, 
fte whole kraal, with all that belongs to it, go there. 
Thiis it happens that the kraals do not remain long in 
one pkce, and are difficult to be found. In the afternoon, 
having proceeded about four leagues, we pitched our tent 
in a valley at the foot of the Thokoe at Olofsfonteyn. 

" This mountain is called after a Captain Tho, who 
smne yeard ago, in his way to his kraal, was devoured 
by a lion. 

* *^ BlsL We broke up early, and continued our journey 
at sun-rise. We could perceive now that our horseis 
^fld djttttt began to get weak from the scarcity of pas- 
titfage, and constant travelling ; for we got over all the 
hills before very well, with eight oxen, and had now 
much trouble to pass the Thokoe Kloof, although it 
WgU5 none of the highest. We travelled, however, about 
four leagues over most miserable sandy or stony roadsj 
tmtf I we came to the Elephants' River, which is called 
hfere, and higher up, Th&rakkama, that is, the Bushy 
River- Hiis river was swelled by the rains ; we there- 
fore pitched our tent on this side. Here we took much 
delight in fishing, and our cattle In grazing, till the! 
night bade us rest. 

*^* 1** November, Early in the morning we com- 
menced cutting down the banks of the river, which 
were very steep, with spades arid pickaxes^ to make 
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tbem passable^ which we finished about npon^ *iid aftep 
the baggage had been carried over by the people, ik& 
oxen at last dragged the empty waggon through, so that 
the whole passed safely over ; and as it was very hot wo 
remained the rest of the day and the following Xi\sH 
h^e ; but on the 

^^ 2dy we were early alert to pack, yoke the oxj^p^ 
and saddle ; and continued our course along the oijier, 
bank of the Elephants' River, till about noon, when w/5 
left it quid turned to the right, through the mostmisesr- 
ahle country imaginable. It consists entirely of r^ci 
sandi full pf bosjes (bushes), and undermined by th^ 
molee. Had it been possible, I would have carried my 
hqrse, Jor the poor animals could not move thfir feet 
Wjithout faUing up to the shoulders into nK))^7h<dj^s^ 
In the mean time the sun shone like fire, and np where^ 
was w^r to be found. In short, I never had so un- 
plci^^nt an ^ternoon. 

, f/ A<f la^t, after having advanced five league w^ 
discovered a kind of kraal in a very pretty rayii^^. 
sitijiate betweein high and steep rocks. In the, rainy: 
season it has a rivulet, which discharges itself intoU^^ 
Eyiepbants' River ; but at this season it is nothing \)^t a, 
barren diy ravine, with three or four water-pools, ,• 

^^ We cam^ directly above the kraal before they! 
knew it, and descended along 2^ steep jock tawai]^ 
them. On the first view of us they appeared quite astp^, 
nished, Soxne took to their heels to the other ^^ei, 
wjiule a number of armed young me^ ^vanced towftrd^i 
us. One qf -these was so forward that he had^ already 
actuated ^n arrow to his bow to direct it towardjs me, 
being the foremost ; but upon the pointing of my gww,^ 
and the calling out of the HqtteptQt^ who bad, 9er\se4 
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li^ as g*i!tides, he put up the arrow ; and the party caime 
Wiffi much curiosity around us, asking* continually of 
our Hottentots who we were, and for what reasbn we 
had come so far into the country. After having re- 
ceived afifswer, they were well contented. 

^^ Our waggons, which were obliged to take a circni- 
touis route, anived at last, and we pitched our tent a 
mdsket-i^hot from the kraal ; and after having arranged 
everything, went to rest, but were soon disturbed t 
for about midnight the cattle and horses, which were 
standing between the waggons, began to start and run, 
and one of the drivers to shout, on which every one ran 
out of the tent with his gun. About thirty paces from 
the teiit stood a lion, which on seeing us walked ver^ 
d^liiberately about thirty paces farther, behind a stiialt 
thorn-bush^ carrying something with him, which I took 
to' b^ a young ox. We fired more than sixty shots at 
that bush, and pierced it stoutly, without perceiving 
d^ ifiidviement. The south-east wind blfew strong, the 
sk^Svas dear, and the moon shone very bright, so that' 
we? could perceive every thing at that distance. Aftei* 
tbe'cljattle had been quieted again, and I had looked over 
0v6ry filing, I missed the sentry from before the tent,' 
Jan Sniit from Antwerp, belonging to the Groene' 
Kloof; We called as loudly as possible, but in vain,— • 
liobbdy answered ; from which I concluded that the lion' 
hkd' tarried him off. Three or foftr men then advanced 
ve+^oaiitibusly to the bush, which stood right opposite 
th^'^dbor of the tent to see if they could discover any 
thing of the man,' but returned belter skelter, fbr the lioti 
yfhb Wa§ there still, rose up, and began to roar: Hiey 
feWftd there the musket of th6 sentiy, which was cocked, 
ritfa^SlSo^hfebapandihoes; ' ' " ' ^^ . u - • 
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*^ We fired ag'ain about an hundred shots at tiie bush^ 
(which was sixty paces from the tent and only thir^ paces 
from the waggons^ and at which we were able to poiut 
as at a target^) without perceiving any thing of the lioji^ 
from which we concluded that he was killed or had run 
away. TTiis induced the marksman^ Jan Stamausz^ to 
go andsee if he was there still or not, taking with him 
a firebrand. But as soon as he approached the bush 
the lion roared terribly and leapt at him ; on which be 
threw the firebrand at him, and the other people having 
fired about ten shots, he retired directly to his former 
place behind that bush. 

^^ The firebrand which he had thrown at the lion had 
fallen in the midst of the bush, and, favoured by the 
ptrong south-east wind, it began to burn with a great 
flame^ so that we could see very clearly into and througfh 
it. We continued our firing into it ; the night p£^ssed 
away, and the day began to break, which animated 
every one to aim at the lion, because he could not go from 
thence without exposing himself entirely, as the bash 
stood directly against a steep kloof. Seven men, posted 
on the farthest waggons, watched him, to take aim art 
him if he should come out, 

'^ At last, before it became quite light, he walked up 
the hill with the man in his mouth, when about fqr^ 
shots were fired at him without hitting him, although 
some were very near. Every time this happened he 
turned round towards the tent, and came roaring towso^ 
us ; and I am of opinion, that if he had been hit, he 
would have rushed on the people and the tent. 

^^ WJien it became broad day light, we perceived, by 
the blood and a piece of the dothes of the man, Hist 
tiie lion had taken him away and carri^ him wiA Urn, 
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We alaofound» b^iiAd tbe^ bush^ the place where the 
Ucm hM tieep keying the man, and it appeared impos- 
iil^ that no bi^l should have hit him, as we found in 
that place several balls beaten flat. . We concluded that 
he wsp wounded^ and not far from this. The people 
ther6foi:ie requested pennission to go in search of the 
man's corpse in order to bury it^ su[^posing that, by our 
PQUtinual firing, the lion would not have had time to de- 
vpur much of \i.. I gave permission to some, on condition 
that they should taj^e a gopd party of armed Hottentots 
with tbemji and made them promise that they would not 
run into danger, but keep a good look out, and be eir* 
pupispect. On this seven of them^ assisted by forty-three 
finned llottentots, followed the tracks and found the lion 
l^bout half a league farther on, lying behind a little bu^. 
On the shout of the Hottentots, he sprang up and ran 
away, on winch they all pursued him. At last the beast 
tui^d round, and rushed, roaring terribly, amongirt 
the i^rpwd. The people, fatigued and out of breath with 
th^drrupningy fired and missed him, on which he made 
diredJy towards them. The captain, or chief head of 
the H)^l> here did £^ brave act in aid of two of the people 
whom the liop attacked. The gun of one of them 
mis^ fire, and the other missed his aim, on which the 
Q^t^in threw himself b^ween the lion and tte people so 
(4^9 ihat the lion struckhis claws into the caross (mantle) 
ef tib^ Hattentot. But he was too agile for him, doffed 
\m eaeqsQji and stabbed him with an assagai. Instantly 
1|te other Elottentots hastened on, and adorqed him 
with their as«iagais, so that he looked like a porcupine. 
Notwithstanding this he did not leave off roaring and 
l^^yigj wd bit off some of the assagais, till the marks- 
mm Jaa Stamansz fired a ball into his ey^^ i^ich made 
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him turn over, and he was then shot dead by Mother 
people. He wa& a tremendouaiy large beast^ amd had' 
but a short time before carried off a Hottentot from tiie 
kraal and devoured him. 

^^ I have been thus tedious^ becaiMe I do aot nemem*'' 
ber to have heard of sudi audacity in a beast ; and Hat 
bravery of the Hottentot is also remarkablei 

^^ Ihe corpse of the man» as we fband, faaci bew' 
griped by the lion with his left paw on the left mde^eS 
the head ; smd being taken by the should^ iit tibelion's 
mouth, was thus carried away. Both the tMgfas ajudthe 
left shoulder were devoured. We brought both Use^^ 
corpses to the tent^ and buried the man in the plafde 
from which he had been carried off. Hie lion wdsafed^^ 
put und^r ground^ to i^event the caide being ^tdgii44^' 
ened by the scent of him. * * .: : .o. 

*^ During the whole of this day it was bumifog hWti ' 
The Hottentots warned us that two lionesses had hien^-^ 
heard thereabout ; I therefore caihsed, intiie^ftemoon'j ' 
a kraal, or fenoe of thorns, lo be made, said on tiffed '^ 
places sentries to be placed. i ^ 

^^ 4M. We proceeded with the bartering, Which had" 
been delayed the day before ; and, after a great sdeat oi * 
talking and iMiggling, we sneeeededin procuring liiirty* '' 
three head of cattle for thirty*'three poundg bfyto*^ 
bacco, thirty-threb strings of copper be^> i\nti^^hm^^ 
strings of: glass beads, and thirty-three tobacco pipes ';" 
and also fonrteen sheep for^seven potrnds of tdiiacoCN ^ 
We also made a present td the captednsitiiid'thmrftdi^^' 
lowers of ibur strings of copper beads aiid't\A) pounds 
of tobaocOi - ."..'.■M-. ■-.,=<! in 

^^ Theheal of the^nn wm almost insuj^poHabte, tfridfi'^ 
In the tait it was as hot as -an ovTOi» ;.i5i*/>»i ;***.' 
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1 " hrihe evewog we heard such roaring as if all the 
Ikial of Africa had heea collected. I presume it pro<» 
ceeded from the tvvo Uonesses^ who urere in quest of the 
slain lion. We expected a visit from them during* 
tho nighty and took csre to prepare for it by the 
rai^n^ of our thcxm kraal^ the placing of spring-guns 
in the paths through which th^ had to come, the light* 
iftgi of krge Cores around us, and the mounting of double 
w^cbes. HoweTdr they did not molest us. 

. ^^ As there were ik) more kraals hereabout^ and no- 
tlfflig fiir u& to do^ I resolved io return and to go in 
search of the kraals of the Gonnemaas. 

^^I was much vexed to have founds during a journey 
of •4wclv3e days along such a tedious and trouMesofne 
roail>,iSO mwe than two kraals^ and whicb^ atthongh 
mustering ten Captains^ were so badly provided with 
cattle. BVom tins I have learaed with sorrow how; by 
the^ bltdy*ope&ed free traffic and the misbehavioar of 
th<«^ ¥ag)^oi»ls> the whole country has been ruined : for 
wh^ oi^ kraal was robbed by the Dutdi^ the suflferers 
were driven to rob others, and these ogeivt their neigh- 
boues. * With tie plunder they retired into the moun- 
tains^ iMid feasted till it was ecmsumed, when they 
weirib again in seardi of other booty. And thus, from 
a people living in peace and happiness, divided: into 
kraalfi imder chi&by and subsisting qmetly by the breeds 
ing'-of cattle, they are become almc^ all (^ them hunts- 
meii> JBi^'aamen^aad. robbers, amd are dii^peiBed every 
whl^e«aiiloag the barren and rugged mountams." 

^^8fl«^. hvmdi with some people early to the kraal 
of Boatsman, to fetch the cattle we had purdiased^ '• 
anislrtP^t^'Vi^ether I ooold nd; perss^e ksmto pro- 
vide us with some msre* Bui all my taUking was iii' 

*Youl. O 
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vain^ arid I was obliged to return with only ti«hine 
oxen (notwithstanding that he had a fine herd) to the 
waggons. 

*^21st We proceeded to the Breede Riyer, whete 
we found on this side tiiree kraals^ under the fbWoymtg 
Captains — 

1st, Koekezoon^ Hoere-Hama^ and Thouaa. 

2wd, Prins, Houtebun, Scipio, and Renter's faiiier* 

3rd, Kuyper^ Jan, Harramae^ 'Thcwrobacae, and 
Tamboor's father. 
We stopped at the kraal of Kodceszoon^ and sent wme 
people with tobacco to the other CSaptaun3^-*H)n lAidk 
they came to us. We made them acquainted with 
the cause c^our comings and presented them with some 
brandy, tobacco, &c. after \^ch they left us with ttie 
promise to barter with us the following day a good deaL 

" 22nd. They brought us altogether not more than 
twenty-six head of catUe^ whidb I told them was a 
great deal too few for tiiree such large kraals. We 
heard again the tune^ that they (the vagaboiidB £pom 
the settlement) had robbed them of their catUe and 
made poor devils of them ; but I demonstrated to ihem 
that they did not act with good fiiith, and had sent 
away their oxen^ keeping only some cows with thrai» 
(for they were well aware that I would not barter for 
cows)— as was clearly shown at Scipios kraal, where 
we found more than two hundred cows^ and not more 
than ten young oxen. At last^ after a whole cfey^s 
talking, I got thirty-eight head, for which we paid 
thirty-eight pounds of tobacco, thirty-e^t strii^- of 
coppa^ beads, &c. and for eight sheep for provision^ 
four pounds of tobacco. The captains received afii a 
pr^ent five pounds of tobacco and six. strings of beads*'* 
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AfW visiting* a number of other kraals with similar 
success^ the writer ooncludes his Journal on the eighth 
of December^ having, in this expedition, which occu- 
pied him fifty-two days actively employed, obtained 
only one hundred and seventy-nine oxen. The unwil^ 
lingness of the Hottentots to barter their cattle for the 
drugs and baubles pressed upon them by the Dutch, 
evinced in every instance meniioned in this Journal, 
seems to have been overcome chiefly by that *^ genuine 
good nature'^ which the writer candidly ascribes to 
them, and which> as will presently appear, had been 
sevierdy tried in ^eir intercourse with his oountrymen. 
It appears they were ready to give him sheep for sub- 
sistence on his journey, and they only held back their 
diittle^ because 6a them their families depended for 
iopport/ Their expressions of friendship and respect 
for the Company seem to have been perfectly sincere 
and disinterested, nor did a single exsunple of violence 
Gt iheft oconr daring the whole journey. The gene- 
woi^ bravery of the individual who threw himself be- 
tween the strangers wad the lion is not surpassed either 
m histary or fidble ; while the plundered tribes, com*- 
-pelldd to fight daily with the elephants and other sai- 
vagt0 beastst in order to procure subsistence for their 
wive& and children, present as touching a picture as 
can be drawn of a brave and suffering people. A 
few sodi ' Jonmalists as Kupt might have saved the 
'Hc^tentots from the obloquy and ruin which awaited 
their race ; but travellers of a different description had 
already fonnd their way through their hitherto peace- 
ful country, and laid the foundation of a system of 
oppression and extermination, 

D2 
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CHAPTER m. 

Views of the Dutch East-Indin Company respecting the C^^-rt 
Inquiry into the transactions of a party of Boors. — £ncroaph-« 
mentfi of the Colonists. — ^Plan of extermination sanctioned by the 
Government. — First Commandoes. — Singular instance of de- 
Totedness in two Bushmen. — Opperman*s Commando. —Govern- 
ment orders. — ^Van der Walt, — Unwillingness of the Boors to go 
on Commandoes. — Bushmen shot by private persons. — Proposal 
to sell the Bushmen for slaves. — ^Effects of oppression. — ^Mora* 
vians. — General Dundas. 

It was not the interest or the intention of the Dttt^b 
East-India Company to come to a rupture with tib© 
natives of the Cape, or to reduce them to poverty. 
Their object^ of obtaining supplies at a obe^p rttte^ 
was more readily attained by encouraging* Hiem* in 
their pastoral occupations^ and protecting' them 
against extortion or plunder. The rapid growth of the 
colony, however, soon placed this beybnd their powers 
and the successive governors, either from weakness' or 
a want of correct information, were led, first to whifc 
at the aggressions of the colonists, and finally ten aiid 
them in their enterprises. 

So early as the year 1702, &e Governor, Van der 
Stell, instituted an inquiry* into tlie conduct of a party 
of barterers who had penetrated to the eastwapdas 
far as the country of the Caflfers. Tlie 'party con^ 

* A copy of the evidence^ of which only an abridgment is ,giyen 
here, is in possession of the Author. ' '] 
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sisted of forty-five men well armed, and provided with 
four waggons and thirty-two draught oxen. They 
passed the kloof of Hottentots' Holland on the 20th 
of March of the y^r above mentioned, and pro- 
ceeding through the country of the Sousequaas^ Hes- 
sequaas, Grouris^ and Attaquaas^ they came to the 
Gfamptous, where they found no kraals except hordes 
of Bushmen, of whom they always took one or two 
with them bounds to show them the road till they came 
to the Coehesons or kraal of Captain Snel. They also 
found on their way five Sonqua Hottentots, whom 
they likewise took with them bound. On their way 
they had purchased, first at the kraal of Captain Koop- 
man or the Sousequa tribe, ten head of cattle and 
iSffi^\s}^ep^ and at the above^-meotioned Ganq>tous^ 
Okrte (»lf/ and three sheep^ for which they gave some 

toVflCjQO. 

Acooo^anied by Captain Snel as a guide and inter* 
pretepte ibey pretended, they advanced four days 
fiftMtt hb kraal, when they were met by tiie Caffers 
ikrmed with assagais and shields, who, having got intelli- 
genoe of the approach of the Dutch, had come out in this 
wanner ta-^^ massacre" them, as they were afterwards 
iiifermed^ From whom they obtained this subi^equent 
information tihey neglect to say ; but they were sur- 
prised and attacked early in the morning as they were 
busy getting ready thar padk-oxen ; on whidi tjiey all 
van torthdir guns and fired among the assailants to hiti« 
midaie^them. On this the Caffers retired for about 
laaM an hovir^ When they came back and attacked Ihem 
again, but after a smart skirmish, the Caflfers took to 
flight, and were pursued by the Dutch for two or jjhree 
leagues. A great number of the Caflers were killed^ 
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in one place fwenty, and In otters t#o> fhi^ cttiii 
more having been seen lying leather dead« One was 
taken alive^ and afterwards beaten to death by the Hot- 
tentots, at the command (rfthe Dutch. The latter lost 
one man, who was killed by an assagai. They assi^ as 
a reason for not following and pursuing the d^fms 
farther, that they were short of powder, ball, and pro- 
visions, and their drau]^t*cattle began to die* 

After this skirmish they remained at the place till the 
following morning, when they returned to the kraal of 
Captain Snel, where they had left their waggons. Being 
furnished by this captain with a Hottentot to assist in 
guiding them to the kraals of the Horisons and Gona- 
quaas, they came to the kraal of Kannow, belonging 
to the former tribe, by night. This kraal bek^ snr-*. 
rounded with bushes, they lay quiet among them till Uie 
break of day, when, being rather short of provisions, 
they formed the design to surprise it ; and accordingly 
they fired into it two shots widi ball to frighten the Hot* 
tentots, who immediately took to flight, leaving all their 
cattle, about seventy head, behind them ; ihe whole ttf 
whidi the Dutch took with them, except a few (^ves 
which they could not drive along. Gontinotng their 
march with the stolen cattle, after fourteen ot fifteen 
<iays travel, they came to the kraals of tiie Gonaqimas, 
end, lying quiet during the night, as on the former <k>> 
casion, they hastened at day-break to beset and sur- 
round them, commencing the attack by rapidly firing 
into the kraals ; upon which the inhabitants, as w^ 
as they could, took to flight, the Dutch continuing to fire 
at the flying Hottentots till they became masters of their 
flocks and herds. These they took as iawftd ptej, 
pimounting to about two thousand two hunckied Jbead xk 
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tftiXte, and two thousand five hundred sheep* Remam^ 
Uig |kU night at tim plaoe tbej sent for the Hottentots^ 
liad some talk with them^ and at their earnest request^ 
and after long supplication^ they gave them back forty 
^ead of <^€ows and a small J9ock of sheep» to enable 
4jhein to breed again some cattle fi3r their subsistence. 
They also presented them with some tobacco^ beads, 
end other trifles. In the kraal of the first-mentioned 
tribej namely the Horisons^ no people were killed^ 
because they had too quickly taken to flight In the 
iast^ several men^ women^ and diildren were shot^ but 
tiieir numbar is not known. Fourteen days afterwards^ 
on their homeward journey^ this party of barterers sepa^ 
nted# and divided the cattle amongst them^ having first 
djrawn up and sgned cm agreemQut, by which they 
JxKwi themsdves not to b^ray one another. This 
agreement was written on a blank leaf at the end of a 
ofertaw book called ^^ The Christian Na.vigation.*" 
\,.Bj siich.exp<Miiti<H^> which became more and more 
^frequent as the boundaries of the settlement were ex* 
tendbi, and by the constant demand for cattle on behalf 
joi the Ckunpany, the Hottentots were soon reduced to a 
state of great iud^ncet They were now in a very 
4ii$^icent situation from that in whiqh they bad been 
found by the Dutch ; when^ possessing more territory 
than they required for their own us^ and caring litti^ 
J9rhetber they were situate in the neighbourhood of a 
bay^ or iviere inclosed within a^ range of inaccessible 
ti^Mmtains» provided they found grass for their herds 
ajid flodb, they could view without je^ousy tb^ 

. ^. A po^tdar work by 4he Aev. J* Flarel, wUch ttpfpears to hanr^ 
))^e9 tT^lli^Ht^ intp tt^ Dutch buii^a^ ^oon aft^r jtap^b^cation* 
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e»roacIimeikt8 of the colonists. Wtikt ii\iay mete 
treated by th^r new visiters with appaorent tai^DSQ 
aod a ctsrtain show of kindoess^ tb^ sdnipla ^aH* 
dfen of nature readily conceded to them a^ a bcKm^ 
or for a triflings recompense, what they wouldt hm^ 
defended with their lives had attempts beea B^e U> 
deprive them of it by force. Ignorant of the insatiaJble 
SKftd boundless desires of a rising oommunity of merteattf 
tile adventurers, they had welcomed them wi& iheg;e(ii6!- 
rosoty. which marked their character, and which . diqpos^d 
them to share with their friends and allies all that th^ 
own necessities did not require* Thus they had ^t^ 
mitted a power to gain stability among them^ whidi 
never became an object c^ their dread till it could iDO 
lo^er foe opposed. Finding themselves at .ll^. owr 
fin^^ harassed, pressed upon^ and plundered on aU s)^» 
tod perceiving that no union of their strength agaulst 
the Golonis& would avails they divided themselves intp 
^tt^ler parties, hoping thus mom easily to And tib 
xaeans of subsisienoe^ and to preserve from th0ir 
oppressors the little property which they had MUl 
vemtuning. With this view^ such of them as pre£$ri:ejd 
famine itself to slavery, with the few sheep and goats 
left them> retired to the mountains^ or to the most bar- 
; iren and uninviting parts of the deserts ; and thos$ who 
'remained in the fertile territory gradaaliy lost, their 
4B4^P^nd^^c^v^i^^^ ^^^ servitiide as herds^le^ and 
dfMuestics of the boom* Nor were the ^iHiid^r looDg pro* 
teeted by their seclusion against the cupiditif i^ itheir 
eicroa^ing neighbours. 

The flattering and Miulcms accounts of the newedo^y 
{Niblished by Kolben^ djFe^r thither ew^ day i now 
settlers from the rnQther-^country ; afnd this iafli^ of 
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8ti^g)sti$>- together with the children bora to the former 
e^\&tMsi > oceusioned ait increasing demand for new 
ItoJis aawi servaia^. Every addition of territory re- 
^ttbmg* additional hands to cnttivate it, the colonists^ 
^ift^ bdtving deprived the poor natives of their springs 
^w^er, fiow penetrated into the deserts and moun« 
tji^ to seize their women and children, and to reduce 
fteiiti to glav^ry on the lands which their hudbands and 
^An^tb had occu{»ed as a free and independent people. 
Hie nborigines, who had for a long time sufiered with 
exi^inpkry patience the injuries inflicted npon them> 
fiivdihg that no retreat could j»roteot them from the 
'Craielties of their oppressors, sought resomt)es of annoy- 
unoe from the desperate condition to whioh Aey were 
ire<hicedi; and the colonifi^^ smarting under the reac- 
*1mtL^6i 4^ acdunmlated evils they had heaped npon 
'tt!ei£^ during* the space of seventy years^ and which 
'd^akl no longer be endnred, formed the project of 
iteilSfl^ the edfonial government a party in assisting 
ftbetn 40 etidove or exterminate all thai remained of the 
d%ibal^ inhabitants. But to attempt so monstrous a 
p#o^j<^<liS this, or even openly to seize the property of 
ii^'Wh^e nation^ without some alleged provocation or 
•Ittymeilt li^edsity, would^ m all probability^ have ex- 
^ ^IfedlJ^' disapprobation of the govemcw^ and retarded 
^&ib aecotaiplisiimettt of their design. Tliey sent, there* 
^ ibr^j to il^ *eat of government the most vilifying repre- 
^^|itdftietas> iiiiputingto the Bushmen the most depraved 
■^«id peftiiciouspPOpenOTties, and accusing them of inces- 
santly plundering the property of the colonists* The 
^.g<0knefrttment, whidi had 4>y this time. (1770) declined 
^li^m^flie |mi%^ of its princijdes> was misled by the 
^•Tc*W^flieie «hai^ft^ aided, pearhaps, by a share of 
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tte colcmial habits of feeling with respect to the natiireB^ 
which it had by this time .acquired: this soha»e of 
the colonists was th^^fore speedily authorized ; and it 
was not long before the administraticm eiltered as 
warmly into it as the cdbnists th^oselves : for we &Qd 
that in the year 1774^ the whole race of Bodim^ni 
or Hottentots^ who had not submitted to servitudes 
was ordered to be seized or extirpated ; tiie privilege 
of slavery was designed exclusivdy for the women and 
children ; the men^ whose nahirai habks dilKpalified 
them for the purposes of the colonists^ and wk>se ce* 
venge was probably dreaded^ were destim^d to death. 

The decision of government was followed by an 
order for the raising of ^bree Conmumdoes, ot milHacjt 
parties^ to proceed against this unfortunate race* 
Hiese wene usually raised by the dififerent ^eld^cornfils^ 
who collected the colonists on the fitmiier in lak&iit 
respective jurisdictions^ having one commandant ov^ 
ttie whole. They were to be armec^ and to scoisr titfr 
neighbouring country to discover the abodes of iim 
Bushmen ; and wlien they espied a kraal, they w^re to 
mr^mse it if possible^ and^ singling out the men, to 
ghoot tiiem. The surviving women and children werQ 
to be divided and shared aoiong the n^mbers^ the 
ex:pedition^ or distributed among the neighbbilriEAg 
fkrmers. 

- l^ere b no record remaining to show the district to 
which the first ocmimando was smt» or Im^w loi^ it teon^ 
timied in the field ; but it appears that the party ;en-: 
gaged in thas service in the ironth t)f S^t^nber^ 1774^ 
in the space of mght days succeeded in ^boo^g ni£^^ 
six Bushmen, llie women imd eUidren iakm ;pfit 
soners weiie divided amang the mm, but Hmf PVS^^ 
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Is not ^pedfied in ^be official report. Van Wyk wm 
the name of iht commandant. 

The second commando ivas conducted by a Boor 
named iMbrais. In his report to the Cblonial Office^ 
be states that he had iMktn one hundred and eighteen 
pnsonem^ who^ it is presumed^ must hare been women 
and children, but the number killed is not mentioned. 

The third commando, uncter Vander Merwe» was 
commissioned to the Bokkevekl, where they destroyed 
one hnndred and ft)rty*two Bushmen. Whether his 
Imtnaaiity was shocked at his sanguinwy employment^ 
the duration of which, to fulfil the purposes of g^veniT 
ment^ must then hare appeared indefinite^ or whether 
he dreaded dieir superior numbers^ is uncertain ; but 
in viohtioii of his instructions, he concluded a pe»o$ 
with the remcdning' ohidis. The government, on 
bearing of tins transaction, highly resented H, and de? 
graded all the field^^om^ who had concurred witll 
Ittm in the measuie. And on the following year these 
rapeditbns appear to have been repeated twice ; one^ 
on the ISth c^ June, succeeded in killing forty-eight of 
thedevoted Bushmen, and would have followed up tb^ 
carnage had not their numbers been insufficient. Tb^ 
nnmber of wounded would, in all likdihood, greatly ex- 
ceed that of the slain on these occa«ons, as they never 
ceased to run or scramble among the rocks in searoh 
of liiding {daces, till life forsook them ; appearing to 
dread bdng taken morc than death itself. 
* To eonvey a clear idea of the manner in which the 
oommando system was carried on, I shirfl si^oin ai| 
esLtract from a journal of Van Jaarsveld, addressed to 
the landdrost of Stellenbosch. After mentioning Ihe 
names of the p^-sons whom he had und^ bis com- 



44 ATTEMPTS TO 

ma*id> the place at wbichi they met, aad ibe jwn&f^ of 
tbe iiuiividuals who had mfuaad to a^ompany him on 
the expedition, he goes oft to state as follows; — ' 

** 4ug^$t Athf 1775. We proqeeded in a nqrth^ 
east direction to Ae upper end of the Sea-x5ow River, 
when we met, onawares, one of these cattle phmderer^ 
and also saw a great many of tli^se thieves at a dis- 
tance. In order to create no suspicion in the mind of 
the thief whom we had caught, we behaved peaceably 
to hwia order to get the otherthieves * in omr power.* 
Wherefore it was thought good by every <Hie in the 
eommando to inform this Bushman, that we eame as 
fiends, and wore only journeying to the above-man^ 
tioned riverto kill searoows (hipp(^pK)tami). We gave 
him I a pi^ and tobacco; and sent him to his eom* 
panieos to oier them our peace, tjbtt they fdso .migbt 
eome to us to «how us the right road to that, cwerhJ 
But .we havei not seen that thief since. , . 

4^f Suth ' Jouraeyed iK)rthreast akmg tho-. S^a-OQWi 
Rive^ » with the oommsmdo, to £iland's*Drift, yflmn we* 
$aw fiites^ on the way burning in various t^eetians; 
Wheiis they had driven the cattle, which we knew twiwft 
the sigossils they made that a commando was coming. , 

^^ Uh. Took twelve men and two waggcwas, with whioh 
I wi^nito Rondekop; when on the.rqad'We. unie^pei^tr 
edijr met with five thieves, and addressed them ia thi$ 
same way as we did the first one ; and as aitoken <^ 
peace, we kjiUeda «a-joow for them at the Kop* . 

.^/ 7fA. Sij^teen Bushmen came to, us at, Bondjekop 
from the mountai^is. to the south, when w^ killed some^ 

♦ These ** thieves," it must be remembered, were the original 
ihhabitafafs of the country, and hadbeen, shortly before this period,' 
pliiMerM hi^JMrdscribed byihe DoUilh. i , ;i* 
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more sea-cows^ to eiitice fbe thieves witii thAv fleshy be- 
cause I knew no otter way to pay them for their coth 
tinual mnrdering and stealing our cattle. I thus left 
the bftit^ and departed with our men to Blauwe-Bank. 

'^ 9tk Killed twelve sea-cows, and ordered^ through 
the 'medium of the Bushmen I had wifli me, my men 
whom I had left at £iland's*Drift to join me^ whidi 
they (M about sunset. 

^^ 9fA. We remained at the place where w^ had 
killed the sea-cows^ until another party of Bui^men 
oame to us, whom I questioned^ through the inter- 
preter, where their captain lived. They answered, that 
^"^ he lived in the Roodebergen (Red Mountains)." I 
t(4(L ttem Ihey ought to go to call their captain to 
show UB the way to the Great River (Gariep)^ They 
Answered i* wotild be useless ; for they knew assuredly 
he-WduM notcc^e. I immediately concluded it might 
be because all the stolen cattle were driven in that di^ 
recfion.^ Shortly after something was heard by us like 
Ihe fltttig of maskets, whence we surmised that some df 
tb^ thieVeid had gone back, and again stolen C£Me> sind 
thtettf the men who i-emained at home had anseembled and 
retafcen the stolen cattle, which I believe the Bushmen 
We-had #illi us also supposed. I was corfflrmed in this 
my si]|){]>osition on the following morning, because they 
all secretly left us during the night, and weht tty their 
hiding-places, 

^' lOtk^ Proceeded frdm Blaawe^l^ric along the riven 
aboW'two'h<]furg, with the whdte commando, to k place 
called by u^ Keerom, whence, the maiiners'^ the-fta- 
tiyes beipg known to me by experience^ I dispatched, 
ti^ sam^ev^ngj^ some spies to Blauwe-Bajik, to learn, 
whether the Bushmen vmr^ noi wikii^i^^r^wm^i 
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for tii^ \ffll always assebble in the night where tkqr 
know something' is to be had. 

- ^* About midnight the spies r^wned, sayings they 
had seen a great number of Bushmen Hbete, when 1 
immediatdLy repaired thither with the oommando, wait* 
ing till day«break, whicii soon appeared ; and having 
divicted &e commando into parties, we slew the 
thieves, and^ on searching^ found one hundred and 
twenty-two dead ; Bve esciaped by swimming across 
ihe river, . 

^' After counting the slain^ we examined th^ goodsj 
to see whether any thing could be found whereby it 
mi^ht be ascertained that they were plunderers ; when 
ox^bides and horus were found, which they were carry^ 
ing with them for daily use.'* '• 

The ideas afitertained by this commandant of the nm* 
tare of bis expedition, are suflEk^iently illustrated by the 
tone of his journal. It was to extirpate the ** thieves;*' 
but he kis felled to record a single fact to show how 
they merited this title. The ox-hides and horns found 
among them after the massacre afford no proof of their 
guilt, as these might have been the produce oi thmf 
own flocks before they were plundered by the coh»iist8> 
or they might have been honestly obtained from th« 
frontier Boors or Hottentots. 

TMs expedition a few days after, having surrounded a 
kraal, fired upon it, and either killed or made captive the 
whole. Two spies were, about the same time, sent out 
with two Bushmen, who had promised to show where 
some of their countrymen were concealed. But these 
Bushmm, instead c£ conducting them rights only de^ 
ceived them. A few days afterwards, thefefore> seven 
ptheri^Ms^were aent out with, tbem ; and th^ waM 
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aasiU^ ^t/ in case of a second feihire> they cAiooM 
certainly suffer death ; but if they pointed out their 
comrades^ they would as certainly be spared. After 
proceeding about an hour^ the Busmen, resolred not 
to betray their countrymen^ fcti upon the ground^ and 
CRD being commanded to rise^ behaved as if they were 
dead. Whra no answer could be obtained frooi them> 
blows were inflicted^ but as thdr determination was 
mflexible^ and the invaders could not remove tiiem^ 
they slew them on the spot. As the Bushmen were 
fully awiu^ of the consequences of their resolution^ 
their conduct was an insWce of patriotism not sur* 
passed by any thiiig in andent or modem history. But 
the individulds who composed the expedition appear 
to have been utterly incapable of appreciating this 
magnanimous action ; and it failed to save those in 
whose belmlf it was performed : for the spies, having 
aseertaiined their places of refuge^ conducted the whole 
commontb thither ; and early in the morning firing into 
tibeir caves, they suffered not an individual to escape. 
BWty4hree were killed, and seven children made ci^ 
tives, who infoimed them that a captain was among 
the slain, but not the ch\ef captain who had the com* 
mand over the whole Sea-cow River. The comman* 
dant, having informed the government that he was in 
great want erf powder and lead, received, in conse* 
4iience> fifteen hundred pounds of powder, three thou* 
sand poimds of lead, and three thousand flints. 

In the year 1777 several commandoes were sent 
agaili^ the Bushmen. One, under the command of 
Qpp^rrmad, met with a kraal in which were three hnn*- 
di^ men, but, his number being small, he killed ^nly 
twSHty^ Anxious, howevw, for greater means of de* 
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structlon^ having' informed gt)vernitient'Of the ikct^ he 
sent a letter^ signed by six-and-twenty colonists, stating 
Uiattwo commandoes had been sent against the Bttsh^ 
men, but their numbers were so great that flkey eould not 
subdue them, and that, in consequence, many farm^rshad 
been compeHed to leave the Sneeuwberg for Bfuititjes- 
Hoogte. This appUcation had the desh^ effedft 
Orders were instantly issued that the coI6irfSt§ott'tfii 
frontier should renew their attempts to e>ttirpate fWi 
proscribed race, and many Bushmen were sacrffieed: *^^ 

About this time the governor of the colony tooK'i 
journey into the interior, and finding the system ffifei^ 
adopted insufficient to extirpate the Dushmenfj /hd 
ordered, on his return, the commandoes to be increasfed, 
and directed, in the most positive manner, thafft^HtaP 
happy race should be destroyed. . * ^ f a 

In the year 1779 the commando syfetem was carrietf 
6n with great vigour. Most of the repbrts ^sire lost; Ijdf 
from what remains we learn that one hundred feindfili 
teen Bushmen were killed, while the orders of gOv^Wf^ 
ment for their entire extermination were repeated sd 
peremptorily, that it is matter of surprise that the whde 
Country Was not dqjopulated. *'' 

In the month of March, at a meeting of histx)uri; at 
Stellenbosch, the Landdrost mentioned that depredki 
tions had been committed by the Bushmen, andftatf 
he had thought fit, for their utter extirpation,* tcr order* 
several field-comets, with one half of thdr men, to fortrf 
a joint corps, under the direction of one of their ntftnfcer' 
who should be chosen by lot, assi^d by anoAer tiiffice!^ 
also chosen by lot, who should be In* the field at feas^ 
one month ; and after the return of thtetjoi^s-the c^i^ 
Kdf of their men were- to be <J0nimattded on a ^tifit# 
expedition^ with officers chosen m the same manner, ' 
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T3ws« officer* were ^qomed to take strict notice^ 
and to rq>art cwceming those who^ being required for 
Omo egiEpeditiaas, were uawilliiig aod disobedient^ thai; 
^ J nught be punished accordii^ to law ; and, in case 
pf ^egl^ the officers were to be re^nsible. 
,,.r^ov several successave yesos this system was carried 
W^with Yiurians s\iocess, as the Bushmen became more 
f^tiipusa^^ well as^more resolute in their resistance, and 
goyeitaqient from time to time granted supplies. of ami 
mupiti<»u The rc^irts, however, are missing ; but the 
pumbersslaiii must have been very, great, since, besides 
those kflled by the commandoes, many were shot by 
private haiQidsi* 

i .J^ J 786, the Carnmaudant Villiers reports that pattle 
l?^ff[^pldfioon be .scarce, unless government resorted ta 
more effective measures with the Bushmen; and ho 
ViiiiVO^^ to i\kd Governor and Council thepropriety of 
v^akiig a grant of the land between Plettenberg a 
Qf^aju^n {wd the Zak river, to be held in perpetual q^iii^ 
r^by tbos€i who had been most zealous in the4epo-w 
P^lation of the Bu^hman country, and for which nothing 
Yff^ to be pfiud the first tea yesu^, hut afterwards the 
annual sum of twenty-four rix dollars. This wasrea-* 
dily complin with, and a grant of ammunition ordeved 
fpir a-^^pamando to clear tiie country for its int^ded 
iqjb^hitants. Two years previous to this, twoifieldH 
QQimets, having rq>orted that they had killed * sixty ^ 
a^^fG^ Bushmen, and taken twenty-two prisoners^, 
declared ^ihat they were unable to da greater e^ecutioa 
ior wiantoC powiter and lead. ^' The Bushmen,'* they 
qt;^^^^ '' live in the monmtains like baboons ; we. may 
^ fi% 9t an hupdied times brfore we kill one. We 
tM!9|bre 9^y rngs/L humbly to^ you t^ smd «« 4^ 
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bundred pounds of gunpowda*, and twelve hundred 
pounds of lead." They had (ordered a comrnando to 
be ready in case government complied with Ikk 
demand. 

In 1 787 the landdrost and military court of Oraiff- 
Reinet sent out a very strong commando^ divided mto 
five parties^ with orders to march to different parts of 
the country, *^ and destroy at once that pemidoMnatmu** 
Intelligenoe of this was sent to Stellenbosdito the 
landdrost and district court tfiere» with a request thaA 
they would co-operate effidently with Hiam. What 
was the result of this irruption into the Bushman oonxor 
try there are no reports extant to declare ; but as the 
Stellenbosch district then included the whde of Tulbagh 
or Worcester, and consequently reached the limits of 
tiieCrraaff^Reinet district^ thefnontiers of the two distiicts 
extended the whole length of the territory belod^i^ to 
the Boshmen, and their entine destruction seemed almost 
inevitable. 

On Tuesday, the 7th of June, 1791, a r^>ort Was 
forwarded to government by the commandant Nd, 
signed by the inhabitants of the Hantam district, atati^o^ 
that, on account of the continued plundering by the 
Bushmen, many had been obl^d to quit tiieir jHaces, 
and to retire to oth^ spots. In consequence of this 
communicaticm, it was resolved to write to the field- 
comets of the Elephants' River and Kamiesh^ in 
Namaqualand, Frans Lubbe, J. A. Van den Hen^, 
and T. Nieuwhout, to collect as great a number of men 
as possible, especially Bastaards.and Hottentots^ to 
form a strong commando, in conjunction with the ccnn* 
mandant Nel, to attack with united efforts the Bushioen 
in their conoealmrats^ and> if possible^ eotirdly to d&* 
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fitroy and extirpate them. In givbg these instnictioas^ 
the goveriimeat expressed the hope that he would be 
Bkie to give a good account of his success. 

In 1792 an expedition was undertaken against the 
Bttdnnett occupying that district of the oountry which 
lies between the Tulbagh district and the Zak River* 
under tiie command of Van der Walt The following 
is a copy of the Report to Government of his success. 

'^ 27th of September. Attacked the first kraal^ Koo- 
iassie» killed seventy-five Bushmen^ took twenty*one 
prisonera* Found one hundred and fifty wethers, thin* 
teen head of cattle, and one musket." 

*^15Ci of October. Discovered another kraal ; killed 
eighty-five Bushmen^ took twenty-three prisoners ; oae 
hundred and twenty-four wethers." 

20th. EKscovered athird kraal ; killed eleven ; three 
prisoners." 

^^2itk Discovered a fourth kraal ; killed seven ; 
four prisoners.*' 

Towards the latter end of the year 1793, complaints 
were made against this Van der Walt to government, 
&athe arretted too much power to himself; that he 
was conthimdly commanding people from the distrkts 
of ateUenbosch, SweUendam, and Graaff-Reioet to 
destroy tike Bushmen ; and that he said that govem- 
Ment bad delegated that power to him, of the truth of 
which they wished to be informed. To which govern- 
ment answered, that it was not their meaning that Van 
der Walt should raise strong commandoes without 
thrif consent ; but it being the int^tion of Van der Walt 
to go and live in the Nieuweveld, and amongst other 
' iMngs, especially for the jmrpose of being enabled, with 
tlie assistaooe of his fomily, entirely to root out and 

£ 2 



50, ATTEMPTS, TO, 

des^oy the plundering Bushmen,— GoverMaentfhad. 
thought fit to authorize him, wheneYer he ssm any of 
the^ Bushmen^ to order out armed men, that he might 
immediately attack and destroy thern^ without its being 
necessary first to write to the landdrost and await his> 
orders. 

It appears that Van der Walt undertook the diii 
struction of the Bushmen in that district on the prindiplQi 
understood between himself and the colonial govera- 
ment^ ihat he was to have the Nieuweveld as a 
reward for his services j and it was granted to him hijr. 
government on that ground in 1793^ and on the cob/^ 
dition that he was to continue his exertions to extirpate, 
the Busmen. 

On the twenty-fiflh of November, 1793, the^fieW< 
cqraet, William Burger, writes that he had IdJIed. 
thirty-two Bushmen and taken eleven prisoners; that- 
n^on^ would have been killed, but his party, beingtoo few. 
ii^ number, durst not pursue them. He goes . op. itp. . 
state the names of tiiose who were unwiUing to acajw-? , 
pany him . These were immediately ordered to appeaf?> . * 
and hear sentence pronounced against them. r 

On the second of June, 1793, government iocmase^f 
the quantity of ammunition granted to the field com^,t 
Jasper Cloete. In 1794, it wasitfty pounds of gunpow-r* 
der ^d one hundred pounds of lead; in this year it;W^ 
increased to two hundred pounds of gunpowder an^^^^vur, 
hundred poupds of lead. In the same year the govomr: ^ 
meat of the Cape fell into the hands of the English. 

It is not to be imagined that^ from what has been ' 
stated in this chapter, any adequate idea is intended ' 
to be conveyed of the extent of the massacres commit- t 
ted yipon the Bushmen. Hostilitbs nev$4? ceftscd fyt») 
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dtty between them and their implacable enemies, who 
considered the mmderof a free Bushman, wherever 
found and under whatever circumstances, as a doty or a 
n&eritorious act ; while, by the capture of their women 
and chHdren, the murderers increased their stock of 
slaves and dependents. In iheir hunting parties, or 
when travelling across the country for pleasure or on 
business, the boors massacred these natives as game or 
as noxious animals ; and it h not improbable, that the 
immbers killed by the regular commandoes fall short of 
those murdered by private individuals. ^*^ A farmer,*' 
says Barrow in 1797, *^ thinks he cannot proclaim a 
more meritorious action than the murder of one of these 
people. A boor from Graaff-Reinet, being asked in" the 
Sete#fetary*s oflSce a few days before we left town, if the 
siiiv^s were numerous or troublesome on the road, 
rejplied, ^ he had only shot four,' with as much tedmposure 
and ind^rence as if he had been speaking of four 
pfeirtridges. I myself have heard one of the humane 
coKtoisfe boast of having destroyed, with his own handfe,' 
nearihree hundred of these unfortunate wrfetches/^ 

The backwardness which began to manifest itself 
ak]rut'ti[iys period among the farmers to go on commali- , 
does' 'against the Bushmen, was shown chiefly by those 
who resided at a distance from the frontier, and arose ' 
p6?rtIy'froih the faitigue and loss of time they occasioned, 
aM^^)arfly from their no longer feeling any interest in 
thc^dlvii^n of "ftie captives ; those already obtained, mth 
the addltbd of their slaves and Hottentot btmdm^n, 
bein^ sttladerit' for all their wants. T[tiey thought it 
hlrt4'*t0 be dragged from their families, for whoiSe pro*^ 
tedtkw againfet their newly tamed domesticii their pre* 
se»(3cl tog** * be flecessary, to enoototsa- \im^ nigift ^ 
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marches through a parched and barren country, to* 
gether with the poisoned arrows of the Bushmen, merely 
to conquer a farm for such heroes as Van der Walt. 
To this cause, and not to any deficiency of courage, 
much less to any feelings of humanity, no trace of 
which is to be found in Bushman warfare, candonv 
compels us to ascribe the defection of the boors on tibis 
occasion ; for though the condition of those who were 
made prisoners was, in fact, worse than that of slavery, 
yet, not being transferable property, they w«pe con-* 
sidered as of less value than slaves. Accordingly, an 
attempt was made at Graaff-Reinet to induce the go-» 
vernment to grant them leave to sell such Bushmen aa 
should be taken prisoners, on condition often rix-doHarEl 
being paid into the treasury for every such slave sold: 
This proposal, *^made" as it is stated in the records, 
** for the purpose of rousing the military ardour of the 
farmers, which of late was observed to have abated," 
was unanimously carried in the council, but it did not 
receive the sanction of the government at the Cape ''^. 

The effect of this system upon the Bushmen W8» to 
transform them from peaceable, contented, and useful 
neighbours and visiters, into ferocious and vindictive 
enemies, till they rivalled, in some measure, the cokH 
nists themselves in cruelty and rapacity, ^pped of 
their plains and fountains, deprived of their flocks and 
herds, and finally, robbed of their wives and diildren, 
and, followed with the rifle, even to their hiding places 
among the caverns and holes of the rocks, th^ had 
few resources besides plunder, no gratificaticMi but re* 
venge. '^One of them," says Mr. Barrow, "repre* 

* Barrow's Trayels, Yol. U p* 191. 
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seated ix) us the concHtion of his countrymen as truly 
d^dorable* That for several moqths ip the year^ whea 
the fit)st and snow prevented them from making their 
excursions against the farmers^ their sufferings from 
eold and i?i^nt of food were indescribable ; that they 
ft^ueatly b^eld their wives and children perishing 
with hungery without being able to give them any re- 
lief. Tlie good season even brought little alleviation 
to their misery^ They knew themselves to be . hdvted 
fa^ all mankind, and that every nation around them 
was an enemy planning their destruction. Not a breath 
of wind rustled through the leaves^ not a bird screamed^ 
that were jftot supposed to announoe danger. Hunted 
thuB like beasts rf prey, and ill treated in the service 
(€iibe &rmers> he said that they considered themselves 
deivwt to desperation. The burden of their song was 
vrageanoe against the Dutch I" 

When the Cape fell into the hands of the English in 
1795, the condition of the Aborigines formed a strong 
copti^t with that peaceful and indq)endent state in 
imhidi they had been found by the Dutch. In the 
tKMirse of about a centujy and a half, the Hottentots 
had b0^ despoiled of their lauds, robbed or cajoled 
Qut-of tiieir flocks and herds^ and» with a few excep* 
tions reduced to personal servitude, under circumstances 
which render^ them more wretched and more helpless 
than the slaves with whom they were now associated. 
The fiumerous free villages with which the country 
had abounded, had almost entirely disappeared, and 
the few paltry and miserable hordes who had jCsta^ 
h}^€^ themselves in some of the districts, had no 
longer the power of choosing their own chiefs. To 
this office none were now appointed but by the gover- 
nor of the new settiement, who was never personally 
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afiquaiDi«d wHh iiie chara^r 4^ m^tfl^ o£^ ^thoee >Qti 
whom his choice fell. The farmer nearest iiiheilKMde 
geaerally soUcited the Dominatioa for one of las diBa- 
tureSk, whom he could trust> and who wooMy m^ Urn 
apoount^ be always ready with all fab va/teals. ior this 
advice. ^^ From tibat moment," says. YaiUant^ ^^ iti^l 
mplanoholy horde, wfaidi for a long* time has lost tits 
fatioQal name, assumes that of ita new ehid^ wbo lm» 
been set over it. Hiey will then say, the hmdi&.cC 
Cf^pt^n Kees^ who becomes to the goyarnor. a aierr 
creatures a new spy, and a new slave^ aod to his own 
OQu^trympn a new tyrant/' 

, Those di8|)ersed among the formers as sei^dints, 
were still more miserable. Having no proteotor>:i9iid 
hi^ jmaster no supmior at hand to check Us esceM^^ 
the unfortunate bondman was urge4 to inqessawt IcA- 
by the inflykxtion of the most cruel and revoitin^ , pu*^ 
nishpients. Though ncNooinally a free maur blo^if^ ^4 
stripes could be heaped ijqpon him as on a slaw^ait^ 
caprice of his master ; and as the latter idst notiiing^ 
by his mutilation or deaths these were mrf; nnftequenfly 
the result of his hasty or deliberate vengeaneei^ Nooh 
were they at liberty to choose their employment or Aiefir; 
masters; Grovemment had directed that any DMlobt 
peasant should be aBowed to dalni as 1^ propertyy till? 
the age of five*and4wenty^ all the daildmn of the Hot^ 
tentots in hiB ^ervioe> to whom he had given ici iheir^ 
infancy a morsel of bi<ead. Should a Hottentctt^ tfaero^' 
fpTiei who had engaged himself for a yedr^ attemj^rt fto^i 
remove at the exporation of his term* he would Wpertf 
mjrttedi or perhaps driven away, but hia cbildren^^ tHlci'^ 
bi^d.been, enooura^ to enter <Jie house of the bgWf * 
and,to jpscpivea morsel o^food, weredetaipedf''*'. i By^f 

* See BarroVs Travels, passim. 
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tiiis»edlis> ifit gMetsri, tiie whole (ain3y w^ere ev6n« 
ixuitf bocfadas'with a chaio. 

The i^gtedhution of the Hottentot dmracter was the 
necessaiiy residt of 6iidi treatm^t. A deep and habi- 
tual igloeta^aad depression of spirits took place of that 
hibiity /w4iidi had formerly distingtii^ed them. Their 
kdoksice increased to a degree hardly credible^ and 
they became more and more addicted to gluttony and 
ibimkentiess. For this last vice they were indebted en« 
tinsfyv to tiieir new masters. Their numbers began 
gveotly to dedine» the very structure of their bodies 
was said to have shrunk, and to have lost its force and 
agflity, and the whole race seemed rapuUy hastening 
tE>' ^SMlifailatioi]* 

^Oii'theoaiskirtdof thecc^ony^ and on some tracts 
df land of inferior quality, which the boors had not yet 
tbong^l lit to appropriate, a few hordes under their 
j^e&ped^iive: captMis still enjoyed a sort of permitted in- 
d^fidenee. But tiiey were too seiu^bleof their weak* 
oess ito resist Hie encroadiments of ihe meanest oolo^* 
nifit. « f^ For want of stcength and power," saiid <me of 
tiiese cs^tauis to Sparrman^ '^ tiie Hottentots are now 
m^^toiger m a oondition to withstand the encroach** 
meiilsiof tiie cdonists ; almost every day some Hotten* 
t*titorDti^r baBg obliged to remove with his cattle, 
wh^Uevdr the pasture he was. in possession of happened 
toi suit a; otrfomsi The Hottentot captains had, indeed, 
fermeHy Jbeeu' left undisturbed in their possessiovis ; but 
m^ ttbeyifaadftikewise elbowed him (though a datptftin 
appcgnted> Ito that oflSoe^ by governmeflt) out of a moi*e 
eK^lei^tuaiion ; and even began to grudge him ihe 
mf(8igi-e and paiiched fields he ^ was in possession (rf 
n^er^the^'Sea^i^ore, i^otwithdtiurdmg thsit t^w^re 
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extremely dangerous for sheep and oattla> bc^ bB-M« 
count of the unheatthiness of the stoation^ and life 
being exposed to the incursions of ^Id beasts ^/' ^ 

Yet this oppressed and persecated peofdb Wem d(^ 
reiMlering the most essential services totheookttisitew 
The protedioE of thdr numerous h^ds and flodss wm 
entirely committed to their care. In deserts infested 
by wild beasts^ and on plains wh^re not a tree orshrufe 
eould be found to protect him from the vertical Tay»pf 
the sun^ or to shield him against the frosts and soQWpf 
of Minter^ the faith&l Hottentot wandered, with hi^ 
d[iafge in search of food or water^ a task wbtqh^ bui^ |qr 
him, must have devolved on his ungrateful maMei;» 9fd 
his slotiiful children. But the Cape farmer had already 
got a tiuste for slaves^ which, once being exated^ i^pf^dilf 
stifles every idea of natural justice f. 

No attempts had been made to improve their ipovfd 
oondition, to restrain their passions^ or to refine th«tMr 
appdites. In this respect they had evideaitiy degen^ 
rated since th^ intercourse with Europeans* 6ut ^i^ 
still retained their diaractedstio and apparently uncQOr 
scioos adherence to truth, which is generally the first of 
ti^ virtues that disappears before the frown of an ^^^h^so*; 
lute master; and that geaerosity wjuch iswverwf^^ 
fiad so long as a morsel of food remaias undivided 
among his companions^ still distinguishecl the mo^ 
aEd improvident Hottentot As for rehgiout it. w^^ 
considered a serious crime to mention the fiutgect. to-.fli 
native^ They were not admitted within the walli? fii i3^^ 
dmrches* By a notiw studc above the doors, pf om 
of &e churches^ *^ Hottentots aad dqg^' w^e forb^cJU 
deatoenten 

P Bpamaan^ m>\. i^^^Mh t Barrow's "JC^el^y pluaisiii^ 
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Svth was t)ie state <]£ the natives witiun the seMbd 
distiicts dp the oolony. It was surrounded on the north 
and east by tribes of i^vages^ driven to subsist on 
phmder by the predatory encursions of the boors, or 
exasperated to the highest pitdi of ferocity by tDeic 
f^ated attaoks and massacres. The Namaqua Hotten« 
totr, fortneiiy inhabiting' the Nieuweveld, the Bokkevdd^ 
and the Ro^evdd, worn out by the repeated robberiM 
commftted upon them by <he colonists^ retired into the 
immense deserts stretching from the Kamiesbei^ to 
the bay of Angra Pequina^ on the south-west coast of 
Africa. There they might have expected to have been 
allowed to remain^ with the few catUe left them^ unii»» 
lested^ but the cupidity and violence which drove them 
from Iheir springs of water^ followed them occasionally 
into these waste regions^ and they speak with horror of 
the scenes which usually took place when the white men 
surprised their kraals to capture their women^ their 
<^H(hren^ and th^ cattle. The Corannas and Bushi* 
men were in similar circumstances, plund^ng ihefroB«« 
ti^ boors to-day, hunted down £md shot by the boons 
to-morrow. On the east^ tiie C^(n*s and the txkh 
lAsts were constantly coming into hostile coHbion, ai^ 
hiflicting OB each otiier nmtual injuries. 

Such was the wretched condition of the natives witiiin 
and around the borders of the colony ; and as it was 
said to have arisen in a great measure from tiie weak** 
ness of the Dutch government^ which found itsdf un^ 
able to check the fierce spirit of the frontier boors^ now. 
eonfictent in their numbers and remote sitoatioa^ so as 
to be ready on any occasion to assert their indcfiendence^ 
it was to be expected the new government, whose fault 
certainly was not its weakness, would speedily restore 
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dtdeiv attd assertdhe vidated rigbte of 'boiifidftlty." IP 
the- natives were not deemed entirely incapaible of^ beift^ 
dn&t^y it was dearly l&r the benefit of ^l partieii^ W 
adopt &t to patronise every rattional sebeme for r^Iaii&»> 
ing them from their savage state^ in which feey wd-d^ 
notonly useless^ but hurtM to the oommnnity.*' Pow**' 
der and bsdl^ tibe only mean^ faitterto adopted kftr^w^' 
oing them to peace^ had only rendered them^iMii^tiEmM^ 
cions, 463^ as regarded tiie tribes on the ii4«ti€^$' 
^Hffdtfoe poor deleted Hott^tots/ who had beed i^' 
dnced to servitude^ were decreasing every day ih^ MM^^ 
bers and niBefalmss; and not to mention the ligUti 
wMch bad been thrown on the subject by Tarioas-writeH^'^ 
wbfthy (^ the highest respect^ the reeords existing f|i> 
the government offices were aloike stiffioieiitto«]iditei^f^ 
imrnddia^ attention of the new pessessors cfi theCtape. 
Soearlyiasithe bi^nning of the eighteenth ceittui^^^ 
tfadiwcDQ^s sustained by the natives in tiieir intercloblsd' 
yfilk> &e colonists had become so grea)t^ A^ to^eibitt^llftq 
ittterfereatiee of tiie Birix^ government. (teiifcei|«epi^^ 
sfentation of iflie governor, Van der Stell> to th^'BiayiP 
India; Oompany^ respecting <^ injurious eonducft of^' 
tbci fearterers, ^s they were odled, the ti»«de'^w*ththe 
nej(we® had been made a monopoly of govei-ntil^a*^ 
itsdfuwdthe colonists were entirely e5Dclu(tedifiiom«th^» 
market*;' This measure^ originatingtn a iianwiripoliey,'^ 
atirafliaBoe^with the mdre enligiitened getiemVpi-ln^ 
ptesqnwbichnit badaded in legislating |br its-^dthe**^ 
cokiniail « posse&siona in oilier parts' i of >tfae' g^obe^' hvm ^ 
noi sQ^saceessfol' a6>it wasi wdl it^eod^d. ^Oom^tilidfft^ 
beikig'Howr'eiciidfid^ every articfeAiad its)^ii6e>i]Qed ' 
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Qpon ii^by ibe^t»*cka«er» tind tbe only^ rasixlt nAuoh kt 
%e ^4 flowed from this new regulation^ was to.piA 
iato4herh0.]ids^f the agents of government advsurtages 
formerly ^bineA by tke colonists in general. lu 1775 
afew exiiAed in the colony^ prohibiting all Clmstlaiis> 
uodeif the pain of being whipped and branded, to buy> 
Of' otherwise to acquhre the possession of any animal be*^ 
loD^bg to a Hottentot. The orders fisr the rnnrderons 
qpmmandoes, and the shocking reports containing the 
lumbers kitted or taken prisoners by the different eoqaoK 
iQ^Adants^ were also sabgects of record; and Mr, 
BdrifOw^ who held a high colonial appointment under 
the English government in the year 1797, laid fuUy 
o^p^iibm. system of oppression so far. as the Dutdi 
odbafeter were concerned. 

.^>^o!lie time previous to this p^od, ako^ ihe Moca^ 
v^« f Brethren had formed a small establishmeiii in fte 
distri^iof Svi^iendain, with a view to redbiiD thd^ 
pQ4|)lei ffom^ their wandering habits^ aad to ini^tmnt^ 
theiia jfiiliettfts of civilized liie and the priiKsptea <£ 
Qhi^I4tiaiity)} and^ their success, though limited^ Imd 
already demonstrated that the thing was prsM^tiimble. • « 

^t<Jen^^l Dundaa was the first English governor wlid* 
sf^w^rito .have been impressed with the neeesadfg^^ 
(^rfinterferlng betweea the natives and thlbiroppttis-r 
spfsii'The rebeUkNus conduct of i some of tthe^boors,^ 
aiik4i}th?if defiance, of the constituted a(uifaontiea> nftade« 
hiipilass^ tteady to: listen to their ite^rescsitatif^iis: reapeetM ; 
ing^^he^degraddd andimischievous^^ charadter^aspribedlo^ 
the iHotjteoirtOts, Although It daeff noi^ appear tihat- hen 
e1^^|iad< le^suve to ttiatura any'effedt)iVe iJsdierae fcr thd • 
amelioration and eventual emancipation of this people* 
He gave, however>' '^ fwotirableiTecdption to the mis- 
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sionaries sent to the Cape by the London MissicHiary 
Society^ who came to labour in the same field with the 
Moravians^ but with greater force ; and thdr united 
efforts in behalf of the aborigines from this period form 
the principal feature in the history of the latter. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Missions* — Dr. Vanderkemp undertakes a mission to the Caffers.— 
Disturbances in the Colony.— He visits Gaika.— Returns to Graaff- 
Reinet — Insurrection of the Boors. — ^Vanderkenip's Letter to 
General Dundas. — He proceeds towards Algoa Bay to form a 
Station.— Klaas Stuurman. — Missionary Settlement near Algoa 
Bay. — Stuurman leaves the disaffected chiefs and flies to Conga. 
— ^Van der Walt attacks the Hottentots. — Interference of Govern- 
ment. — Good conduct of Klaas Stuurman. — Barrow's account of 
him. — Successes of the Hottentots. — Hatred of the Boors. 

It was about the commencement of the year 1798, 
that the attention of the directors of the London Mis* 
sionary Society was called to South Africa as a promising 
sphere for missionary labours^ and suitable instrument 
seem to have been provided in Doctor Vanderkemp 
and his coadjutors. The circumstances^ the talents, 
and the character of this remarkable individual, natu- 
rally pointed him out as the fittest person for being 
placed at the head of this Mission. His reputation for 
literary attainments stood high; he had studied at the 
Universities of Leyden and Edinburgh, and having in 
his youth chosen the army as a profession, he had at- 
tsdned the rank of captain of horse. After being sixteen 
years in the service of the Prince of Orange, and with 
the highest promotion within his reach, a personal mis- 
understanding with the Prince, with whom he was 
intimate, induced him to resign his commission, and to 
make choice of another profession. 
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Having taken the degree of Doctor of Medicine at 
the University of Edinburgh, he returned to his native 
country, and established himself at Middleburgh as a 
physician. 

While at Edinburgh^ his talents attracted the par- 
ticular notice and procured him the friendship of 
Doctors Monro and Gregory; and his thesis^ when he 
stood for his diploma, was remembered, and spoken of 
with high commendation by several of the medical 
professors^ when the circumstance of his oflFering him- 
self as a missionary made him the subject of general 
conversation. His talents and high reputation as a 
physician procured for him an extensive practice. He 
was made a colonel of militia, and afterwards appointed 
surgeon-general of the forces at the breaking out of the 
French Revolution. The writings he has left, show 
him to have been an accomplished scholar, and his at- 
tainments in science appear to have been equal to his 
acquirements in literature. Judging from the notes he 
has left on Bayle's Dictionary, and a few treatises on 
metaphysical subjects, he appears to have possessed 
ccmsiderable talents for such inquiries ; but with a taste 
for the German school he imbibed all the infidel errors 
of that philosophy; and, while he was blaspheming the 
name of the Saviour, and writing against the di\dne au- 
thority of the Scriptures, (we have it under his own hand) 
he fiilly believed that he was pleasing God. 

With the infidel notions then fashionable on the 
continent. Doctor Vanderkemp did not imbibe the sen- 
timents respecting civil government with whi^h they 
were generally associated. He was a warm admirer of 
monarchy, and was shocked by the French Revolution. 
It was not till he embraced Christianity, that he saw 
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t|ie . sWa th^t his favourite philosc^hy had in produ^ 
cing the crijues connected with that event. 

From the errors ojf scepticism, into which he had 
Been drawn ty the delusions of a false philosophy, he 
was awakened by a dreadful domestic calamity, namely^ 
the upsetting' of a boat, by which his own life was 
placed in the greatest jeopardy^ and his wife and child 
were drowned *. Under such circumstances^ the con* 
solations of inGdelity have often been tried, but they 
have always been fuuiid unavailing; the need of some 
remedy^ in the hour of affliction, is confessed by all, but 
infidelily offers none. It subverts other systems, but 
it substitutes nothing satisfactory in their place. 

The melancholy bereavement to which he had beeil 
subjected > together with singular circumstances relating 
to his own escape, produced an entire change in his 
sentiments and conduct^ and a desire to be useful to his 
fellow-creatures tot»k full possession of his mind. An 
address published by the directors of the London Mis- 
sionar}^ Society was the means of leading him to offer 
himself as u missionary. The zeal and disinterested* 
ness of this offer are the more remarkable j when we 
consider that Dr. Vanderkemp was^ at this time, ad- 
vanced in years, had retired from the duties of his 
profession, and was employing hty leisure in literary 
pursuits, and possessed a good property. After the 
directors of the London Missionary Society had made 
the necessary inquiries respecting his cbaracter^ and 
received the most unexce|)tionable testimonials, t!iey 
accepted his offer, and he sailed for Africa in the begin-^ 
ping of December, 1798p 

VOL. I, 
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r , * See Missionary Register, vol. i., p. 356. 
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Dr. Vanderkenip was accompanied to Africa by Mr* 
Kicherer, an ordained clergyman of the Dutch church> 
and by Messrs. Edwards and Edmonds. Hie mind of 
Vanderkemp had been particularly directed to CafiFer- 
land, aia a scene of missionary labours ; and it was ihe 
intention of all the missionaries to proceed tibither on 
iheir arrival in Africa : but the destination of Messrs. 
Kicherer and Edwards was changed in consequ^ice of 
the request of some Bushmen, who, a few weeks b^bre 
ike arrival of the missionaries, had come to CJape Town 
to solicit teachers to instruct them in the Christiaii 
religion. 

The missionaries received much Mndness ttom Ge* 
nera] Dundas, the lieutenant-governor of the colony, 
who assured them of his countenance and protection ; 
and also from many of the colonists, who furnished 
them witii waggx>ns, oxen, and provision for their 
journey. 

The state of things in that part of the colony through 
which Dr. Vanderkemp had to pass on his journey to 
Cafferiand was at that time very critical. The colo* 
nists erf the interior wwe, in general, dissatisfied mik 
the English government ; whilst the Hottentots, who 
had been much oppressed by them, had generally 
attached themselves to it for protection. In conse* 
quenoe of this attachment the farmers had treated them 
with increased cruelty ; and the uncertainty of the Eng- 
lish gx)vemment keeping possession of the Cape ap* 
pears to have prevented, for some time, any effectual 
means being taken either to protect them or to subdue 
the insurrections of the farmers. Many Hc^entots^ 
therefore, fled into Cafferiand, leaving their families and 
cattle behind them ; but having no means of support. 



they (x^nbined with the CalBfers to attack the ccdonists^ 
and to rescue their own families and cattle, expecting " 
in this way to obtain the redress of their grievances. 
General Vandeleur^ with a considerable number of 
English troops, and a large body of farmers. Was sent 
into the Zuurveld (now Albany) to subdue the Hottm- 
tots dnd Ca£fers, but effected nothing. A lieutenant^ 
with a strong party of soldiers> was cut off by them. 
Tbe landdrost of Graaff-Reinet, finding tiie inefficiency 
of oommando^ to restore peace to the disturbed dis- 
tdbts, entreated Dr. Vanderbemp, on his arrival att^t 
place> to settle in the Zuurvdd to instruct the Hotten- 
tots ; but his mind was so much bent on visiting Caffer- 
land, and his desire of benefiting that nation was so 
great, that he isould not be prevailed on to relinquish, 
without fii-st making an experiment, his long-cherished 
and &Vourite object. He accordingly proceeded through 
this troubled district, but finding that he could not, at 
thi» period, carry his plan into execution, he abandoned 
it till he should find a more favourable opportunity. 

The difficulties, howevw, by which his fir^ efforts 
wwe i^endered abortive, occasioned no abatement of hi:i 
zeal ; and he seized the first opportunity of renewing his 
attempt. He applied to Galka (the Caffer chfef acknow^ 
ledged by the Ertglish government) for liberty to re- 
main in his country, who, after some hesitation and 
delay, atcceded to his application. The cautious and 
suspicious conduct manifested in this instance by Gaika, 
imose fix>m the insinuations of some of the colonists, 
who did every thing in their power to obstruct the suc- 
cess of the missionaries. 

Having obtained from Gaika the possession of a pieoe 
of ^ound^ he erected a temporary iiabitatton upon It^ 

F2 
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planted a garden^ prepared some com land, and com- 
menced his instructions among the people. 

Although little impression appears to have been 
made on the minds of the CaiFers by his labours while 
he resided with them, yet that his residence among 
them was not in vain will be seen by the subsequent 
narrative. He continued his exertions about eighteen 
months, under many difficulties, and constantly exposed 
to danger from the disaffected colonists and Caffers. 
The only comfort which he enjoyed during this period 
was in witnessing a favourable change which took place 
in several Hottentots then residing in that country. 

The anxiety he felt for the progress of these people 
in religion induced him to accompany them when they 
left Cafferland ; and after wandering about with them 
. for some time in the Bushman country, constantly ex- 
posed to the attacks of that exasperated race, he re- 
turned to GraAff-Reinet, On his arrival at that place 
he found two additional missionaries, come from Eng- 
land io Assist him. They had already commenced in- 
structing the slaves and Hottentots in the church which 
Mr. Maynier, the Commissioner of the district, had 
allowied them to make use of for that purpose. In this 
good work Dr. Vanderkemp joined them, and grea;t 
multitudes of Hottentots flocked to Graaff-Reinet to 
receive instruction, and seek a refuge from the enmity 
of the bdors. Their labours were attended with suc- 
cess ; but while they thus advanced the degraded pieople 
to whom they ministered, a fresh cause of oflfence was 
given to the colonists. 

Ddring the residence of Dr. Vanderkemp in CafTer- 
bwJ, thedisafFection which had manifested itself kmdn^ 
^e eoloniits hgid iticreased, and they now seized oft tlxo 
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pretext of the Commissioner having allowed the slaves 
and Hottentots to be taught in the church, to take up 
arms. They complained that government protected 
the Hottentots and CafFers, and encouraged them to 
rob and murder the colonists; that they were in- 
structed in reading and writing, and thereby put oa 
a level with Christians ; and they particularly com- 
plained, that they were permitted to hold their 
meetings in the church of GraaflF-Reinet. On the 
approach of the rebels to the village^ the Commis- 
sioner sent to hear their demands, which were, that 
the slaves and Hottentots should be excluded from 
the church, which should be purified by having the 
seats washed, and the pavement broken up, and that 
those Hottentots who had murdered their relatives 
should be given up to them. To satisfy them, the 
Commissioner consented to their demands respecting 
the church, and that those Hottentots whom they 
should accuse of murder should be tried according to 
the laws of the colony, but not be delivered into their 
hands without any proof of their guilt. These con- 
cessions did not satisfy the rebels, and they prepared 
to attack the place ; but, fiading the troops ready for 
' their reception, they, after some hesitation, withdrew, 
threatening to return on the fourth day, to see if the 
Commissioner had fulfilled his promises. In the mean 
time Dr. Vanderkemp used his influence to bring them 
to the terms proposed, by writing to one of their lead- 
ers with whom he was acquainted ; but not having re- 
ceived apy answer, and information arriving on the 
following Monday that they were again approaching 
the village, he rode out alone to meet them. They 
received him in a friendly manner, notwithstanding 
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thw oppoBitiou to his plans ; and agreed to the first 
proposals, provided they could depend on Mr. May- 
nier's promise that their former steps should be for- 
j^vm. Dr. Vanderkerap succeeded in removing tbrir 
fears, and brought the leaders of the party to GraafF- 
Reinet^ where the affair was amicably settled. 

Soon after this Dr. Vanderkemp paid another visit 
to Qafferland I but there appeared so little prospect of 
^uccQss^ that he speedily returned to Graaff-R^net^ to 
jresume his exertions among the Hottentots. Thus 
ended, for the present, the mission to Cafi^rland ; an 
interesting account of the history j^ manners^ and cus- 
toms of which country, with a considerably extensive 
vocabulary of the langusige, was sent home by him, 
and published in the Missionary Transactions. His 
residence among the Caflfers, though not attended by 
any visible effects at the time, impressed them with a 
high respect ^ his character, and prepared them to 
give a favourable reception to such missionaries as 
should visit them in future. 

. The bpors, ready to seize upon every pretext for 
showing their enmity to the missionaries, now repre-. 
sented the late journey of Vanderkemp into Ca&rland 
as intended to stir up Gaik^^ against them ; and again 
appeared in arms. In a short time they completely 
surrounded the village of Graaff-Reinet, in which he then 
wasj^ and took possession of some of the houses, firing 
upon the inhabitants and the soldiers. Many balls 
were aimed at Dr. Vanderkemp's person, but he. 
escaped unhurt. While things were in this state at 
Graaff-Reinet, the Doctor received a communication 
fi-om the governor^ General Dundas, in which he ex- 
pressed his desire that he should form a nussiooary ia-: 
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stitution for the Hottentots^ then dispersed in fiie neigh- 
bourhood of GraaflF-Reinet^ and on the borders of the 
colony ; promising hiai» at the same time» any piece of 
ground in the disposal of government^ ndiich he might 
think suitable for the purpose. In reply to this commas 
nication^ and to a request made by his Excellency, that 
the Doctor wouM furnish him with his views of the 
principles on which such an institution should be esta* 
blished, a letter, dated Feb. 11, 1801, of which the 
following is an ejctract, was written and forwarded to 
government. 

^^ We were witnesses (he says) of the deplorable 
and wretched condition into whidb the Hottentot natioa 
is sunV> for want of food^ instruction^ liberty^ usefld 
employment, a¥4 a spot which they, under the supers 
intendence of government, might in some measiu^ call 
their own home. 

'^ I am speaking of their condition at Graafi-Reinet^ 
the veiy {^aee to which numbers of them, by the 
present circumstances, are compelled to repair as to an 
asylum, where, they may be nourished at the expense! 
of government ; while a still greater number prefer to 
se^ refuge among the Gaffers on this side thii 
Great Fish River, against the barbarities of the colo* 
nista. Among this number are found the hordes of 
Klaas Stuurman and Ourson, who repeatedly requested 
me to come to them to instruct them, but constantly 
refused ta settle themselves at Graaff-Reinet or in 
its vicinity. The consequences of such a condition 
can be no other than idleness, poverty, or enormous 
expenses to entertain them — an aversion and actual 
separation from civilized society^ vices of every kind^ 
which may end in plundering, murders, and irregu^ 
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larities of a different i^ture^ but all tending to subvert 
the happiness and usefulness of that nation, suid to 
endanger the safety of the colony. 

^^ These reflections have induced us to suspend, for 
awhile, our missionary attempts among the Gaffers 
and Bushmen, and to devote ourselves to the instruc- 
tion of the Hottentots in this village ; that we might be 
made instrumental to afford them spiritual blessings, 
till it should please the Lord, by sending us a suffieient 
number of missionary brethren for our help, to enable 
us to re-establish the Gaffer mission, and form an esta- 
blishment near the Great River for the benefit of the 
Bushmen. And, though it was not in our powarto 
alleviate the temporal calamities of the Hottentots, we 
hoped and trusted that the Lord would, in bis time/ 
open a way to answer also, in this respect, our ardest 
wishes. 

; ^* This^eems, in the way of Providence, to have been 
reaerved for you, sir; audit is with thanksgiving id 
God, md acknowledgment of my obligations to yow 
E3W5elli^noy, that I proceed to submit my ideas> and 
those of my brother. Read, (Vander Ling^n being ab^ 
aent,) aflser having consulted Mr, Maynier ob t\m sub* 
ject, to your Excellency's decision • 

/^ 1. It appears to us desirable that our missionary 
fiettlen»e»t should be formed between tibe Bushmsiii 
River ^nd Algoa Bay, atamoderidB distance from Fort 
Frederick ; and, if a proper supply of water may be 
procured there, which at present is doubtful, on the 
banfes of the Swiby River. 

'f'%. The chief object and aim of the misskmarics, 
under who^se direction this settlement shall be esta* 
blishedi Wg^t to be^ to promote the knowledge erf 
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Christy and the practice of real piety^ both by instruc- 
tion and example^ among the Hottentots and other 
heathen^ who shall be admitted and formed into a 
regular society ; and, in the second place, the temporal 
happiniess and usefulness of this society, with respect 
to the country at large. 

'\ 3. Into tliis society only those ought to be ad- 
mitted who will engage themselves to live according to 
the rules of the institution. 

*^ 4. The actual admission and expulsion from this 
society shall entirely depend upon the judgment of the 
missionaries ; but it seems necessary, that of those who 
shall have lived in the families of colonists, none shall 
ber conodered admissible but such as shall produce a 
wvittea dedaration of their admissibility, signed by the 
laosddrost of the district in which they have lived. 

^* 5. As we by no means wish to counteract, but, on 
ihe contt^ary, to promote, as much as possible, the 
IfllxMiPS of our Moravian brethren, we are resolved not 
to admit any individual belonging to their institution, 
tinless^it be with their express permission, and at their 
request. We hope to be equally cautious in respect 
to other missionary institutions, whidi may in future 
times be formed within this colony. 

^'6. As we are cX opinion that the rule laid down by 
Pand, ^ihattf any would not Woric, neither should he 
tot/ ought to be strictly observed in every Christian 
sciciety, our intisntion is to discourage idleness and 
latKiness i aiwJ to have the individuals of our institution, 
as much as circumstances shall admit, employed in 
diffemi useful occupations, for the cultivation of their 
rational faadties, or exercise of the body, as mearife of 
tobs^tence/and of promoting th6 welfare of this io^ 
ciety, and the colony at large. 
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^ ^* These occupations inay be r^rred either to a^-^ 
colture and feiraiing^ the management of cattle^ or me-r 
chanical arts, and little manufactures, sudi as SQsq[)-r 
boiling, candle-making, spinning of thready maaufeK^-^ 
turing of paper, tanmng, pot-making, brickmaking> 
turnery, &c. 

^^ 7. As the introduction of these employments will 
bvolve the European missionary societies in considerf 
able expenses, the workmen diouU be consictered a$ 
journeymen in the service of the society, and be paid 
weekly for their labour; \mt the produotaof their bi* 
boui-s should be the property of the society, and sold 
for its bend&t. The fund, however, arising from the 
sale of these articles shaft be entirely devoted lor cha- 
intable insUtutions of a missionary nature amopg ike 
heathen, such as the erection of other missioiiary shM:- 
flements^ an orphan-house, in which forsake imd 
fatherless children may be educated, op for the ivjij^j^ 
ence of the irick, old» and poor. 

^^ By these measures( we intend not IQ preclwde 
ikny one who, by his indc»tiy and diligence, sbaU b^ 
enabled to elevate himself above the class of jooro^r 
men, from becoming a master and prc^etorof bisowp 
business. . 

" 8. ^ould this settlement, which is to be put imd^ 
the direction of two mi^ionaries and a schoolmaster^ 
increase, to a greater number than can hiei directed J|py 
three nussipnaries and tw<£) ^jchoolmasters^ it s^pp/^yrs 
better to divide it into two distinct settlf^aent^ to be 
placed in different parts of the country^, thian tP ^l^tejpd 
it beyond the limits mentioned. 

^* 0. Gopd orcter and domestic di^i^i^ afcaU b§ 
maii]\tained by the missionaries tl^mselves, Hig hi- 
tlers are to be divided as Christians, catechumens, and 
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heiirera. By the h^, we understand heathens who wiH 
flock to us to hear the word of God. By catechumens^ 
b^thens who are more particularly under our inspeo- 
^ion and care, instructed in the doctrines of the Gospel, 
and who submit to ecclei^astical discipline. Christiann 
are those who shall brinj^ forth fruits of conversic^^ and 
be by baptism initiated as members of the church. 

^* 10. We have no severer punishment than excom* 
munication from the church and expulsion from the 
Society. If we shall be compelled to proceed to this 
laat st^p, we shall think it our duty to inform the land- 
drost of the fact, that justice may be administered by 
the court to whose cognizance the crime belongs^ and 
no makjdctor find a shelter within our walls. 

^M 1. As your Excellency cannot be indiflferent with 
respect to the state and progress of the institution, we 
suppose it will please your excellency to accept, at 
les^ onoe a*year, a report (A its state in detail, by a 
Ikt pointing out the number, names, qualities, occu- 
pi^tions^ and other eircum^nces of the members, ac- 
cording to a model which shall be apjM'oved by your 
Excellency. 

:^^ 12. Our ideas respecting the polygamy of the hea- 
then exactly correspond with those of the Moravian 
fit^threu. 

^^ 13. As to the protection which we may expect 
from your Excellency, we entirely trust to your Excels 
lency's declared resolution to fevour our missionary 
exWtions, and request that we may enjoy the i^une 
pfote^bn and privileges which are granted to the 
(Moravian) Brethren at the Bavian's Kloof. 

^^ TTie state of our congregation, formed out of Hot* 
tentois and a few of other nations at GraafF-R^net; is 
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such that it will be necessary to leave an individual 
missionary in that village^ for the instruction of those 
who shall^ by their circumstances^ be constrained to re- 
side at this place. The number of children in our 
reading-school amounts to one hundred* and twelve, of 
whom, however, seldom more than seventy are present. 
We have been obliged to print a spelling-book for their 
use, and we hope that your Excellency will permit us to 
print and to sell little schod-books, for the benefit of 
the future establishment, and to educate some of our 
young men in the art of printing, as a peculiar branch 
of their employments. 

*^The Commissioner Maynier favours our undertak- 
ings here with all his power ; and has given us a place 
to build a hall upon, which may serve for a meeting- 
house, school-room, and a dwelling-place for the mis- 
sionary." „ 

In reply to this communication, which so clearly esta- 
blishes the solid and practical views of Dr. Vander- 
kemp, he received a favourable answer from General 
Dundas, of which the following is a copy : — 

•* Cape Town, Nov. 26, 1801. 
*^SlR, 

'^ I have only time, by the present opportu- 
nity, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 
November 11th, containing some heads of a plan for 
a Hottentot establishment, which I am desirous to en- 
courage, seeing the necessity of endeavouring to ame- 
liorate the spiritual and temporal condition of those un- 
happy people, whom, upon every principle of humanity 
and justice, government is bound to protect. 

*' I have only to add, that, in my opinion, the banks 
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of the Loerie or Van Stades River is the preferable 
situation for their establishment^ thinking it by no means 
adviseable to place them in the neighbourhood of the 
Caffers. 

^^ The Secretary of the colony has this day received 
my directions to acquaint the landdrost with my wishes 
upon this subject^ being extremely anxious that this 
plan should be carried into effect as soon as possible, 
and the Hottentots moved towards their proposed 
establishment without delay, where every reasonable 
assistance at the outset^ to enable them hereafter to 
provide themselves with provision and other necessa* 
ries, it is my intention to afford them at the expense of 
the coloay. 

^^ In the expectation of hearing again from you upon 
the sul^ec^ of this praiseworthy and benevolent under- 
taking, together with such particulars relative to it as 
you may tWnk it necessary to give, 

^^I have, &c. &c ' 

( Signed) *^ Fjiancis Dund^s," ,; i 

In reference to the above letter and another commu-* 
nication of a similar nature which appears to have been 
recieiyed. Dr. Vanderkerap has made the following entry 
in his JQumal : — *' His EsLcelleacy had anticipated my 
proposals, having already sent off a ship kidei^ with ric^ 
and other articles, which he thought that we shopfd 
st;an4. i^ Peed of, to Algoa Bay." 

Encouraged by the eulighteaied. view^ S^.^ffi(?i€int 
coroper^t;i;ion of ttie lieutenant-governoiri> the ^^isjsiop^ 
aries left Graaff-Rjeinet with a huridrejd japd j^iipe Hot^ 
t§5f^ ; Ifjbipfe aviBaber, in thcjcourse Qf!ft:feW/4?(y% by 
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the stragglers who joined tiiem on the road, was aug- 
mented to two hundred and twenty-one. 

When they had proceeded half-way towards Algoa 
Bay, the Hottentot captain, Widdeman, and forty of hid 
people, left them, probably from some fear instilled 
into their minds by interested and designing men. This 
loss was shortly after made up by the accession of 
sixteen wandering Hottentots, whom they found in 
the mountains ; but, on their arrival at the Zwartkops 
river, a hundred of the people were induced to leave 
them, by the influence of Klaas Stuurman, a Hot^ 
tentot chief, who was at that place in arms, with his 
people, and who assured them that there was a large 
assemblage of Boors, at a farm-house, at a smdl dis- 
tance, waiting to intercept aiid to destroy them. Tliis 
was the only farm-house between the Cattitoos and 
Zwartkops rivers, which had not been destroyed by 
this intrepid Hottentot chief ; and it was natural fbr 
him to endeavour to strengthen himself, by making 
the Hottentots, along with the missionaries, believe, 
that the assembled Boors were as inimical to them 
as they were to himself and his people. In reply to 
Ae arguments lemployed by thie missionaries on this 
occasion, to persuade him to lay down his arms, and 
submit to the colonial government, he answered as 
follows : ^* We are blind heathens, we know noAing, 
and in this state the Boors wish to keep us ; I wish to 
live a peaceable life, but I am determined to revenge 
the barbarous conduct of the Boors to my people, till 
the government shall do us justice, and permit us to 
hear the word of God. " 

^* On the 7th March, 1802," the journal of the mis- 
sionaries states^ '' at the recommendation of tiie office 
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ccmimatiding at Fort Frederick, we took possession of 
Botha's Place. Whetiier we shall stay here, or have 
another place given us^ is quite uncertain, though the 
former seems to me tte most probable. We have re- 
quested it^ as its vicinity to the Bay is the only ob^ 
jection we have ; but this has its advantages. WftUft 
of water seemed^ at firsts a great obstade^ but, by 
digging wells, we find this want amply supplied.. Th^ 
number of our people, with those who have joined 11$ 
at the bay, amounts to about one hundr^ and sixty ; 
but we have every reason to expect an increase. The 
governor has engaged to supply us with provisions for 
the first year, after which he hopes the people will be 
able, by industry, to provide for themselves." 

During the period they were at this place, the 
troubled state of ihe country, and the neutrality their 
principles compdled them to maintain between the 
contending parties^ exposed them to many hardships^ 
and fi'equently placed their lives in imminent danger } 
but, in opposition to the views and remonstrances of 
iiieir friends, and even rf the governor himself^ who 
wished them to r^re to a place of greater security, 
and who even requested thetn, with that view, to ac* 
company him to Cape Town, they remained at this 
place ; and while they were diligent in their labours 
among the Hottentots, their exertions to make them- 
selves useful to the soldiers in Fort Frederick were 
attended with beneficial eflfects. 

The req)ect entertained by the Hottentots for the 
character of Dr. Vanderkanp made him a propt^ 
person to be employed by the government, as a me^ 
.diator 5 and, at the request of the governor, he ^ik^ 
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peede^in. dgjtac^ii^ Klaas Stuurroan;frdw,,tb^ 
tots,tbe» in a state of hostiUty. ,. ; . ,. ; ., .^ 
The jcircmpstajioes which fqllowed the^s^qes^joi} .(jj|^ 
Klaas StuMTioan ^how that we are tp look f^rtb^^ 
than the p^ipulatity or anibitlotis views uf a single chiefs, 
for tlio origin of tlie war which tliea desolated ||i^; 
frontier districts of the colony^ and we shidl state theipa. 
in Dr. Vanderkemp's own words : — ^' This, displeasp^ 
sonic other chiefs of the marauding Hottentots so 
much, that they not only attacked Klaas^ took away 
his people, cattle^ and arras, but also thmatened to 
treat us in the same manner, looking upon us as 4h& 
cause of the resohition wliicli he had taken. Captauii 
StuurmaHj to save his life, fled to Conga, chief pt 
a troop ofCaflFerSi on this side the Great Fish UiveTp who 
caused us to be informed that he approved of the 
behaviour of Klaas^ and had taken hirn under iu4 
protection. In the meanwhile, the governor had 
qaiised a strong detachment of colonists, common de3^ 
by the famous "^Ijaard Van der Walt, to be marciied 
into this region, against the marauding Caflers anf 
Hottentots; after he had issued a procl am atiou- thai' 
those who would leave the plundering tiibes,rand go 
to Graaff-Reinet, Fort Frederick, or into our ihstltu^ 
tion, should have freedom and protection. This de-^ 
tachmcnt, however, attacked promiscuously the Caffei|! 
and Hottentots on this side the Great Fish lliver. 
Looking upon this as pernicious to the rest of Hip 
colony, 1 gave my senthnents upon it with boldness : 
and wrote, as well to the Governor Dundas^ as ta^ 
the Fiscal Van Ryneveld, that, according tp oiir dpi* 
pion;^ if the detachment proceeded in this manner^ %3iS 

J Jo/ 
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were ii6t recalled in time, it would occasion its own 
destraction, and that of all the colony. I urged, also, 
fliat Klaas Stuurman and his people should be pro- 
tected, and that the promises made to him in the name 
of government should be fulfilled. But it appeared, 
from the answers which I received, that the governor 
iVas prejudiced against Klaas Stuurman by his enemies, 
stud suspected him of falsehood and fraud. 

'* Our institution making us an object of the hatred 
of the colonists, we also were described by them as 
men who stood, with the plundering Hottentots and 
CaflFers^ in a connexion which was dangerous to the 
good inhabitants, and that we caused our institution to 
be a place of refuge for robbers and murderers. 

^TTie tnith was, that we never had had a con- 
nexion with any of the plundering hordes, but tiiat we 
took into our institution those who separated them- 
selves from those hordes, and who, from aversion to 
t^eir former behaviour, came daily to us, to hear the 
word of God, and to conduct themselves peaceably, 
according to our rules. 

"The consequence of this, however, was, that we 
received, on the 3d of August, from government, an 
order, whereby we were prohibited from receiving 
more Hottentots, or entering into any connexion with 
the tribes at the Sunday River. By this order we 
were, to our great sorrow, forced to reject many of 
those unfortunate people, principally women and chil- 
dren^ who, nevertheless, rather chose to maintain 
themselves in the woods, ahaongstthe brutes, than to 
return to their tribes. 

*^ We admonished Klaas Stuurman not to take any 
part in the hostilities between the farmers and Hot- 

Vol. I. O 
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tentote^ and to convince the govemoi' and his 6wil 
enemies of the sincerity of his subordination^ by such 
a behaviour : he declared this to be his intention, Mid 
that he would suffer injustice rather thatt break his 
word. His behaviour, together with that of Oonga, has 
been irreprehensible up to this present hour." ' 

While the country was in this troubled state, it Woi 
visited by Mr. Barrow, who gives the fdilowing accownt- 
of a rencontre with this Hottentot chief and hia foUow- 
•ers. — Gn making inquiry into the hostile appearance of 
this band of Hottentots, Mr. Barrow relates, that ^^ on« 
of them, iia.med Klaas Sttturmein, or Nichdas the 
Helmsman, whom they had selected for their dhifef, 
stepped forward, and, after humbly entreating us to 
bear him out without interruption, be^n a long ora- 
tion, which contained a history of their calamities and 
i^fferings under the yoke of the Boors j their injustice^ 
in first depriving them of their country, and then 
forcing their oflF^pring into a state of i*lavery; their 
eruel treatment on every slight occasion, which it be^. 
came impossible for them to bear any longer ; and the 
resolution they had, therefore, taken, to apply for' re- 
dress before the English troops should leave thfe 
country ; that their employers, suspecting thdr inte»- 
iion, had endeavoured to prevent such application, by 
confining some to the house, threatening to ehocA 
othere if they attempted to escape, or to punfeh Aek* 
wives and children in their absence* And, in proctf 
of what he advanced, he called out a young Hottentot^ 
whose thigh had been pierced through with a large 
musket ball but two days before, which had b^n 
fired at him by his master, for having attempted to 
leave Im service. ^Tim act/ couftinued he^ ^ai&dng* 
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BMuriy others, equally cniel, resolved as at once to col* 
teet a soffidmt ibrce to deprive the Boors of tiieir 
arms, ia wkidi we have succeeded at every house 
which fell in our way. We have taken their superflu- 
ous clothmg in lieu of the wages due for our services ; 
but we have strq)ped none, nor injured the persons of 
any^ thougii/ added he, shaking his head, * we have yet 
a ^eat deal of our blood to ateitge.' " 

Mr4 Barrow, on proposing that Stuurman aikl his 
pec^4e should eater into ^ British service, stated a 
difficulty respecting the manner in which provision 
must he made for the aged^ the women, and the chil- 
dren ; which the Chief speedily obviated, by the follow- 
ing address;"-^** Restore (said he) the country of which 
our fathers have been despoiled by the Dutch, and we 
Imve nothing nwre to ask." 

^^ I endeavoured," says Mr. Barrow, *^to convince him 
how little advantage they were likely to derive from 
the possession of a country, without any other property, 
or the means of deriving a subsistence from it : but he 
had the better of the argument. * We lived very con- 
tentedly,' said he, ^ before these Dutch plunderers mo- 
lested us ; and why should we not do so again, if left to 
ourselves ? Has not the Qroot Baas (the Great Master) 
given plenty of grass, roots, and berries, and grasshop- 
pers, for our use; and, till the Dutcdi destroyed tliem, 
^gJbnndance of wild animals to hunt ? And will they not 
.return and multiply, when these destroyers are gone ?*^ 
We prevailed, however, upon Klaas to deliver up their 
arms, and, in the mean time, to follow the troops, 
> until some arrangement could be made for their future 
welfgffe/' 
1 Cto the arrival of Mr, Barrow and his militiu^ escort 

Q9 
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at Algoa Bay, he found, at that place, the Boors aud 

the Hottentots collected in considerable ^umbers. Tl^ 
Boor3, including their families, . ampujated to qnebiHV-^ 
dred and fifty, and the Hottentots, including young and. 
old of both sexes, to five hundred. The Boors had th^e 
protection of the fort at Algoa Bay ; the Hottciniote 
were encamped in the open plain. 

Mr. Barrow's attempt to effect a reconciliajtion be-' 
tween the parties was defeated by the rebel Boors, who- 
contrived to circulate a report among the Hottentots ^ 
Algoa Bay, that it was the intention of the English tpi 
put them on board ship, and to send them to Capei 
Town. 

. To this malicious report Mr. Barrow ascribes ajl ^h^j 
subsecjuent mbfortunes which befel themselves and .their 
countrymen. Many of the Hottentots, under the. ajaripi 
created by this manoeuvre of the Boors, fled to the 
Caffers qnder night; and this meai^ure, by.wllich t^ey^ 
hoped to rid themselves of their enemies, inqreasedf th^Hf i 
numbers and their animosity. : i 

A cQijLsider^bJe body of Gaffers^ who had previously, 
declined the authority of Gaika, and who had akfp beeni 
qn bad terms with the neighbouring Colonists^ a;vailje(^. 
themselves of this circumstance to avenge thei|\juriQSpf; 
wliich they complained. Uniting their forces withth^se 
of the Hottentots^ they soon spread, terror. over rthfi:. 
whole district of Graafi'-Reinet ; and, in afeWjWqpkar. 
almost all the country between the Bushm^s' rive^ »aPfl! 
the Fish river was in their lidu^^. A,gre3.t^nHi]n)bwroft 
cattle became their prey: uU the hpu^es qf .the^cdonj 
nists were burnt, and maijy fell in the uoeqi^al.iptrHgglet^ 
to preserve their property. . ;, ; \\ „ 

The Colonists had no f eus^^ij to de^ijSe thqJHptt^jiriiotei 
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as an inferior race of beings^ from any superiority fliey 
manifested over them in this contest. When a compa- 
raliTe view of the advantages and disadvantages of the 
combatants on both sides is taken into consideration, 
the addt-ess, the capacity, and the courage will be found 
gA the side of the oppressed aborigines. 

If the Hottentots failed to establish their indepen- 
dence at this time, the failure did not arise fiom the 
superiority of the Boors^ but from their connexion witli 
EiUrope. While the colonists are supplied from Eng- 
land with iron, and steel, and gunpowder * while they 
have the wealth of the colony in their hands, and 
are protected by the troops of a great nation, they have 
ho reason to swell on a comparison of themselves with 
tlte itopoverished and oppressed natives of the country. 
If thi* colonists of the Cape were to be cut off from all 
communication with Europe for a single century, it would 
be diflBcult to say, what class of the inliabitamts might 
hav^'the ascendancy at the end of that period, , ' 

The Hottentots, who were then united with the CJat^ 
fersy having defeated the Boors in the district of Uitien- 
hfige, and chased them to the Chamtoos river, were met 
ait tiochenberg's place by Van der Walt, where a contest 
eWstied, ill T^hich the commandant was killed, 

'Van der Walt was in himself a host ; he was a mad 
df idapacity and courage ; his memory was respected by 
afl'blasses of people; he was spoken of with great respect 
by G^efral DundAs, tiotwilhstanding his strong partiality 
tb'the'old 'government of the colony, and the interest 
he took- 'Jn the caii^ of the Boors ; " and with him^*^ 
^iaJj^Iiifchlenstetn, *^ the colonists lost all their hope as' 
well as their courage, and, instead of resistance, Hiuught 
iib^toto^Afdnythhig but flight/'' ^^^^* .irmnw. nfl 
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After having proceeded above half way to Cape 
Town, driving the aflfrighted colonists before them, the 
progress of the Hottentots was stopped at ttie Kay- 
man's river, not far from Mossel Bay, by a body of 
English troops, conjwned with the colonists of the Swel- 
lendam district. By this event, the w^estem part of the 
colony was delivered from their presence ; birt, being 
forced back upon Algoa Bay, it afforded no relief to 
the missionaries, and the Hottentots under ttieir in- 
structions. 

If the protection afforded to the Hottentots, and the 
encouragement given to the labours of the missionaries 
among them, were not the sole causes of the rebellion 
of the Boors, they furnished the pretexts employed to 
justify it ; and the missionaries, and the Hottentots who 
were settled with them, were exposed to much suffering 
and many imminent dangers, during its continuance. 
The spirit of the Boors was exasperated by the suc- 
cesses of the Hottentots in proportion to the contempt 
in which they formerly held them ; and their hatred was 
indiscriminate, and knew no bounds. Their object 
was to keep them in a state of ignorance and slavery; 
find their love of uncontrolled authority, one of the 
strongest passions in the human breast, shut their minds 
against every consideration which could be urged in 
favour of any attempt to improve them. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Die Cape restored to the Dutch. — Dangerous situation of the MiS'^ 
sionarfes. — Thejr retire into Fort IVedftriek«-*-Cruel proposal of 

' the Boors to the Dutch GoTdfnor.-^Bethelsdorp founded. — De 
Mist and Liohtenstein visit the Institution.-^MisnepresentatioQS 
of Vanderkemp's character. — Prockmation of 1805. — ^Two Caffier 
C%ie6 visit Dr- Vftuderk^mp. — ^The Missipnpjries ordered to Cape 
"[Town, tp answer the Charges of the Boors. — The English take 
the Cape.— Mrs. Smith's labours at Bethelsdorp. 

Px the ppiace of Amiens, in 1803, it was stipulated 
that the colony of the Cape of Good Hope should 
be restored to the Dutch ; and the interval between 
the departure of the English garrison from Algpa 
Bay, in the end of September 1802j ^nd the arri- 
yal of the Dutph in 1803^ was to the rnissionaries a 
tinae of great trial and anxiety* General DundaSj who 
tad shown so much zeal for the establishment and pro- 
^pefity of this missioq^ was so much impressed with a 
fsease of the dangei's to which the missionaries would 
pOkW be expos^^ that he used every argument to per* 
suade them to suspend their labours^ and accompany 
him to Cape Town, to remain there till such time as 
prder should be re-established in the country ; and^ 
when he could not prevail upon them^ ^* he considered 
us/' said Dr. Vanderkemp, '^ as dead men." The soli- 
citude evinced on this occasion by General Dundas for 
the safety of the missimiaries was as creditable to his 
ji^&aai, as the enpouragement he had afforded them ia 
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their liaboUFS was to h\» uftderstanding and hi& fixspf; 
' hfi the loissionarks are^ neverthdeeis^ to be commanded 
£)r the firmness they displayed ia reBisting his iinportaH 
nities. Could they harve suspended their exertions 00 
this occasion, with, a certain hope of renewingr theai:, iini 
peqple must have been left without proteotioa; .ahdthct 
Ci^e of their own safety was absodrbed in somediiegf 
iQi^re geaerou/3 and noble — a conoom for the |B!e»Brva4 
tioa of the interestidig and growii^ &mily which Fnm» 
d^vce had oommitted to their elmrge. 

Grener£d Dundas, finding tiie resolutbn cf ^> n^ 
^ionari^ to abide with the people imnroyeaUy- fi&ed^ 
updfeff the: apprehensions he entertained for their safistyy 
invested Dr. Vanderkemp^ before his d^^rtare froor 
the J[?ay^.wrth:authority to retireat to Fort Frederick wMi* 
hi$i Hottentots (ill t)^. arrival of the Ihibck authorities, 
shpuM such a precaution be found neoeasary far theiif 
puc*eicl>^n* . : .' 

..iDuribgi^e few months they had been at Botha'9 
p|i9^e> they had been ki^pt m la state of constant atermd 
they were uAdte the tieoessity of bciog eonaStJantl^ prew 
pat0d to repel force by force ; serveml furious attocks* 
h^ been inOiade upon thein^ ia which their preservBtiott^ 
\sW singular; aadfii]^ng>atlaat>timttboseattac]»w6ror 
bficoming more frequent, and thiir situation cveryi 
day: p^re^ threatening^ they resolved to avail ihem^* 
Sieves of the a$ylum which the kindness of General 
Dmndaa had reserved for them. His last step was* 
taJceo; wMjb great reluctance^ and their appveheikiionstas! 
to.thje^edtiltwerebut too soon verified; ' ; ■ 

. "Sfi^ Qoors I in the fort now flattered themselvei^. 
th^ Yanderkemp and his people wchild make bdmmoni 
(^Hi^ejvit^ tt^m a^Qibt their eiu^niieft^ .and^ und^ 
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sUstj moABted eteiy facility to aid theii* re- 
[;. bot, isbeaiheifidiseoyered' their migtake on this 
pabt^attdittmiiietiuDg woctM induce the mt6Bi(»aries 
iO)aid> breieeii sitnbtion^4bek coiiduct towards the Hot- 
tfiiitotey 6\rerjr^thiDg^ was done to render them uncom- 
feitslble^ audio defeat the ends of their mission. The 
imnnerdn which^ tii^ weie huddled together gave the 
Booes^ 4te fitUed opportunities of ex^iing a oaiain 
dfign^ ifi inflaenoe over the H<)tteB<)ats ; - and, finding 
they could not gain die mifiuonaries to their tiews, the 
ofqH)rliiiiiiie&. afiforded by tiie immediate contact in 
\^digh thisy were placed with the people^ were improved 
to tcdiBitemd: the labours of ihe mis^onarbsb by fendea* 
Touiin^itoieii^raft upon the barbarous stock the gross^ 
eM yieestithicii debase men im a state of eivili^atioik. 
,>Bo0fasn iVitodcdcemp was strongly attached to the 
ED^lisbigwenment^afid be ^regretted tiiat the Cape 
was again to revert to the Dutch, although NPoH^nd 
w^ihifci nidi\wr)'G6uii^ry { but^he bad an in^nfitive'^b- 
hMBcabcenof anatohy/ and^lie had suffered ; so mu<^ 
fiKw^ tiiOiBoors aiYMNid hmiv ^utthe hailed the arrival 
of' ti3tdi;Datokautfaoriiiesas a ddsirabte evient. Withi 
tiieiiew>goTpiiio(t'j (Seiieral\b)iftssens, he had been intt- 
matw iui hisi yodfiiger yearsi : they had been stfhool-fel*^ 
lew9 together; and, aliliocigb there might be a great' 
dissiifailirity; in their r^igioasiopuiions, tite^Doetor had 
iLoniJcetson' to suppose Ihat all the advantages which 
B^ghtibe eftp^ctod from their ibrmer intimacy would be 
last^(i<>nnie!newrgcirmhdri«tFrived at Algoa Bay oH' the- 
2d of May, 1803* By aman in the station of Qettfei-al 
ienAsaofy Vaikterkeihp had no rbason to appreJibnd that 
he>woidd b^ftresk^^ with {that isirpemliacistyei^of tnim^ 
m^ tcb)Qombion ^ntti underUngsw q$c0>i^o judge '<^' 
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men by their external oironmstanm, andshow.th^ Pm 
importance by their riiddness to those whom tb^y. tbiffk 
they can insdt with impunity. On the contrary^ ha 
prevented the first ei^ression of respect that the mi^ 
tskmary was prepared to yield to his elevated syt^on ; 
and^ laying aside the governor, and the general, he 
was glad to waive all ceremony^ and renew tha inti- 
macy^ and recount the scenes of their youthful days. 
But notwithstanding the respect and personal esteem 
General Janssem had for Dr. Yanderkemp, ii was soon 
discovered^ when they entered into the affairs of the 
bstitution> that the mind of the general had been pre- 
occupied by the false representations of the ^mwu^ Qi 
Hie missions* 

On the arrival of General Janssens^ the. frontier 
Boors proposed that all the Hottentots should ha seized; 
that every individual among them slMXild have a chain 
put upon his legs ; and that they should be distnbutad 
among them as slaves. Hie state of public opiniootin 
Ettfope would not have admitted^ had the General hem 
so inclined^ a method of enslaving the people^ of. so 
direct a nature ; and the proposal was rejected » witii 
becoming q[)irit. Not at all disoouraged by their de- 
feat^ a fresh objection was found against ih^ mmipf^- 
ary institution^ in the change which had t&k^^plfmio. 
the cokmial government, in having passed frpim the 
hands of the English to those of the Dutch* ltw9s 
insinuated that a mission to evangelise tkQ HcfUm^cfi^^ 
conda<3ted by Englishmen^ was pregnant with, da«ig#r 
to the Dutch government of the colony^ This Qbjec- 
lion, which was too subtle to have originated with ik^ 
Boors, had been suggested to them by some of . thi^ 
frkm^ ^ faead^quastaiis ; mi it ym^ mmmmg mmgh 



to hear men, who ccyuld not read tbeir own language, 
endeavouring te alarm tfie mind of the governor with 
an enumeration of the evils to be dreaded from the old 
threadbare story of ^^imperium in imptrio.'* 

In a letter to the directors of the London Missiooafy 
Society, on this subject. Dr. Vanderkenip alludes to it 
in the following terms : — 

*^ It was an easy matter to ccmvince the brave and 
flulanthropic Governor Janssens of the futility of ihe 
objection, and to show that our undertaking was en« 
tirely separated from all national views and oonoems ; 
and that your direction^ being entirely restricted to spi* 
litual purposes, did not, even in the least degree^ af- 
fect, much less relax the authority which government 
has a right to exercise over all its subjects^ any more 
than the filial obedience due to a fatli^r, or tutor^ in- 
fringes the rights of a sovereign over a son, or pipil, 
residing in his dominions. But it was not so easy to 
^emdicate the inveterate prejudices agmmt our work 
among the heathen out of the stony l^arts of not*e 
barbarous inhabitsuits ; and it was evident, that our 
relation to English benefactors was only a pretext to 
give vent to a deeper rooted enmity against God, his 
Christ, ami the extension of his kingdom of love and 
grace among the heathen." 

The governor was satisfied with the reasonings* of 
Doctor Vatiderkemp, and saw through the interested 
clamours of his enemies ; but as ^ cokmi^te were op- 
posed to the object of his mission, in order in some 
measure to obviate this opposition, it was proposed by 
his ext^Wency, and agreed to by the missionary, that he 
dhould correspond with th^ London Missionary Soci^jr 
Ihfoagbt]^ mtdtDsn of the Dutch lilM^m^ry @0Peity^ 
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It had. become necessary and desirable tibatr the'fo- 
stitution should be removed a^ soon as possible froffl 
Fort Frederick ; and, at the request of Dr. VanderkeiBp, 
GeneralJanssens had agreed to grant him another place 
for his establishment. 

The unsuitableness of the present site of theinstHui^/ 
tion has been remarked by almost every visiter ; but. aoi 
blame attaches to the missionaries* on ihi^/mwwit, 
The place was selected by the colonists, who were mh^ 
sequently.in the habit of boasting, that they selecte<t' 
that spot, and recommended it to General Jans^qs ^ 
the most suitable place in the neighbourhood for th^^ 
object in view ; and this for a purpose distinctly atat^ . 
by them, *^ Ihat the Hottentots might not Jatd.(it^,tfipems 
of subshtcjjce in the vkimtf/^ excepting in the. service>\^^ 
the farmers,'' lathis paiticular instance, the mis^i(HiT[ 
aries had no alternative; and, to obvi^e their ,4)bj^r 
tions against accepting it, they were inCQrme4 t)^t<^ti 
was not intended tiiat tliey should retrain aoy long^j , 
tliere than the time requisite for providing a mar^. ^uffr;. 
able place for them- . . . ; 

After the wite of the institution hadbe^nfixpd upo^^j 
the governor requested Dr. Vanderkemp to give it a.- 
name; observing, at the same time, that he exoeedipjgly, i 
disliked scriptural names, and that he hoped he would 
not give it a name from the Bible. I^au^inga/iPQipeiit, . 
and recollecting that he had preached on the prweding. - 
sabbath, from Genesis xxxv, 2, 3, the missionary najsoied 
it ^^Bethelsdorp." The governor's knowfedgp of- ^i 
scriptqres was not sufficient tp enable, him at the timi^ ^ 
to detect the irony conveyed in thb oirc,Uirasjtaiip€;j^n4«// 
nex^t day, when he came to kppw it, andwh^n he.fQund,! 
the laugh turned against hiq, he.aclmqwieidg!?ji!^hart,Atn 
was perfectly fain ' 
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This thsm^action is noticed in a letter, dated 30th 
May 1908^; and the writer states that they were then 
abpfut to enter immediately upon the possession of the 
newi place. 

In the month of January 1804, the institution was 
visits by the Commissary-General De Mist. This 
gentleman had been bred to ihe law, and was sent out 
to' South Africa by the States-General, to draw up some 
regtdatkms for the future government of the colony. 
He was accompanied by Dr. Lichtenstein, who offi- 
ciated in his family as tutor to one of his sons, and who 
has given the following account, in his travels, of his 
interesting interview with Dn Vanderkemp : — 

/>/( On the day of our arrival at Algoa Bay/' he writes, 
^^ihe commissary-general received a visit from Van^ 
deirkerap. In the verj^ hottest part of tlie morning we 
saw a waggon, such as is used in husbandly, drawn by 
fdfar meagre oxen^ coming slowly along the sandy 
dSwn^. Vanderkemp sat upon a plank laid across itj 
without a hat, his venerable bald head exposed to the 
burning rays of the sun. He was dressed in a thread- 
bare black coat, waistcoat, and breeches, witlKnit shirty 
nfekeloth, or stockings, and leather sandals bound up- 
ovi his feetj the same as are worn by the Hottentots. 

'"^ The commissary-general hastened to meet and re- 
ceive him With the utmost kindness ; he descended from 
hils tar^ and approached witli slow and measured t^teps, 
p^esenthig to our view a tall, meagre, yet venerable 
figdre. In his serene countenancd might be traced re* 
m^tiis of former beauty; and in his eye, still full of fire, 
were plainly to be discerned the power's uf mind which 
hid "distinguished his early years. Instead of the 
u^al salutations^ he uttered a short prayer^ in which he 
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begged a blessing upon our chief and his company^ 
and the protection of heaven during the remainder cf 
our journey. He then acGompanieHi us into the housei 
when he entered into conversation freely upon many 
mhjocU^ without any superciliousness or affected so« 
Iwonity, 

^^ The commissary*general remmded him that they 
had knQwn each other, thirty-six years before, at Ley^ 
flen ; he was then himself studying the law, and Van^ 
derkemp'was iu garrison, as a lieutencmt of drageo»s« 
He named to him the coffee-house where they had 
often met, and talked over many occurrences that had 
happened jointly to them. The missionary remembered 
these things very distinctly, observing that he ted then 
a very dissolute life, but he hoped it was expiated by 
his subsequent conversion and present course. He re-* 
lated many things worthy of remark during the time 
that he lived among the Caffers, and elucidated several 
circumstances that happened in the late unfortunate war 
with them." 

Dr. Lichtenstein describes Bethelsdorp as composed 
of forty or fifty wretched huts, in the form of hemi« 
spheres ; as placed upon a naked plain, without a sin- 
gle bush to relieve the sight ; and as presenting nothing 
in the shape of human beings, but lean, ragged, or 
naked figures^ with indolent sleepy countenances* He 
desciibes Vanderkemp as a man of learning) but he 
represents him as of little value as a missionary, 
•' partly/' he adds, *^ because he is a mere enthusiast, 
and too much absorbed in the idea of conversion; and, 
partly, because he is too learned, that is to say, too 
little acquainted with the common concerns of life> to 
turn the attention even of a raw Hottentot to them/* 
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He aeeuses him^ aL^^ of a totid nc^leet of husbandry^ 
and edl mechanical employmentd. * 

Hafving* described Yanderkemp as appearing, at the 
time hi^ mw him^ to be near seventy years of age^ he 
add§-^5^ If ardour in religion, amounting almost to 
bigotry, if self-denial, and a renunciation of social com- 
forts, €y^n of all earthly enjoyments, supported by a high 
degte6 <^f enthusiasm, attd by very extensive learning * 
if these properties can render a missionary worthy of 
rei^ect and esteem, then is Vanderkemp most truly so." 

* It IS impossible to look at the false reports and the inaccuracies 
of thainy travellers, and not sympathize with the continent^ philo^ 
»0|»h«r, who» proTcdDsd ^y the ignorano€ and folfte stitements whiob 
abound in books df travds, brought the foUowkig charge agaiag^ 
writera of this description in general r.-^" One may lay down as a 
maxim, that out of one hundred there are sixty who are liars, not 
through interest, but ignorance; thirty through interest, or th^ 
)[)lea8ufe of imposiiig on the public ; and aboiit ten who are hokiesti 
iMDd aim at trutk" 

. , l^om yfhsL\ has be^n stated, ,the reader will be able to judge for 
himself, what importance he ought to attach to the reports and opi- 
nions of Dr. Lichtenstein, connected with the subject of missions ; and 
the Miowlng paissiige may be taken as a specimen of his accuracy : 
'VWIien the Cafteiivifi taken by the EngHsli, he** (Vanddrketnp) 
*^ rr^sylved, though ihe^ sixty years of age» to go out as a missloa? 
i^ry to the Gaffers, and beipg ordained at Oxford, he came hither in 
1797, After two years spent among these people, in which he says 
Himsetf he had hot accomplished much towards the spreading of 
"Christianity, Uie war br6ke out* He went for a whfle to Cap^ 
^ow&i ibut at his reiturti to the Cafibrs wai not fetonr&bly rooelvedt 
a^yr^s obliged; ag^ to qwt their territories." In 1^ pa&sag^ 
quoted as above, which does not occupy seven lines in a^ quartp 
edition, wehave^i?e mistakes. Dr. Vanderkemp was not more than 
fifty years 6f age, when he offered Wmself to go out as a mfssion- 
ttry ; he^waft not ordained at Oxford ; he did hot vM\ Ckpe Tdwd 
fiftep )|i6 itHum Irom Ca&rland ; he was ndt unfaTOvrahily Reoelred 
cm his. fiecpnd visit to the Caffi^s, nor was be obliged to ^uit tbeif 
territories. 
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Here I may be permitted to remark a little cm tte 
want of candour and the rashness of most writers wbo 
have spoken incidentally of missionary labours«.< "Wiien * 
^the intellectual culture of man is the subject im4er con* 
sid^ration^ the preceptor has crectit girtn Uhn for what' 
he effects, without having his unsuccessful lab^ilrs im- 
puted to himself, or to his system ; but jnissionaries are 
tried by another criterion^ and meet with a very dif** 
ferent treatment from the world. While theohjects of 
their mission have been declared impracticable' and 
treated with ridicule, they have been regfoxled as 
having done nothing, and calumniated, simply because * 
they have not wrought miracles, and dianged' their 
converts into angels. But this is not aH^ — ^besides the 
want of efficiency with which their laboprd hav^been. 
, charged, they have been made amenable for tW evii 
passions they have not subdued — for every vice they 
have not extirpated ; and thus the evils which have been 
too obstinate to admit of a cure have had their ori^ 
, imputed to the methods which have been ei^ployed to 
remove them. If multitudes have been rec^um^* 
from savage life, from barbarism^ fiiom hsdbitg 6f id^ncss 
and licentiousness, and rendered sober and indtt3trio»ns, * 
the imperfections still adhering to titem are «ifon6fed 
to the missionaries ; and individual- . among^ * if^ma,^ 
on whom their labours may haire been wholly lost^^ve* 
frequently pointed at> witti an air of triumpb, as > 
affording condusive arguments against adl missionary ' 
efforts. ..*'./ 

TTie labours of missionaries are services #hidh 4he 
world has neither the abiitty nor Uie ifti(;lbatton4oiipp#e- * 
ciate or reward. It would be absurd to expcfctUhat a . 
statue or painting should be perfect at -once. Or to ind 
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Itult ORfiih ibe woak of an artist belbre he kas had time 
t(^te9mpjfit&4tr The Jmsfaanilman does not expect a 
oro^ kfheahe^ sows^ bis seed ; be nnist wait for it. The 
fi^er d6e8» net coEpod; ^that his son wUl be a scalar 
yaham heiBrst goes to sdiool; nor does he, when he has 
fiia$bed the; term of his education^ allege ihat he has 
$K)Qutredjnotibing> beoaose he has not attained the 
gtsateat h^ghts in litecatore, or because he nay not foe 
^e to solve Ihei most dlffiook problems in sci^itef. 

[jThe 'gi^Quonabl^ of tcaTcUers^ whai they look at oar 
i9i3s{oiiary.statioDS> never think of the difflcaltieslhe' 
ip^QilrieQ have had to encoimter ; nor do tttey esti* 
m»ifi^ ylB^ boa beea effected^ by ooji^parii]^' thepileisaii' 
m^lheifomertoonditien of the Hotteoitets; Jbt^-oem'^ 
pfM;itHg>il]^irf present siaiewtth a hi^ber stancfard of 
(i»jliz9ik>% without bestowing one grain of praise, therf 
%4^|Biij^i Qnly fm account of what has notyet been donei 

u<^ a;/^ldng iUostrationcil tfaet preceding ohaenva^* 
ti0tt$) iiis n^oessary onLyto kead.the desisiptidn -cf 
QQt]|elsdi>|fi ^¥Qtt by Dr. li^^tenjrfeiii^ «Eid to TBe^k*^ 
I^Jm^^isi wi^ef'a remarks on Dn Tandevkempand 
thi^lnfitttatioa h«v<e bean copied and circulated by the 
liteaiaiiyfjflnnmls.of &o ds^^ 

i Itjbpainftdi tn see a man like Dn liobtenst)^?, with 
SQW^f^reldnflimi&iiQjdclfinGe and liteFata<8> adopting all 
tiM.'Vjulglir :pfiQndiees and fake repra^eaitatkms of tbe 
c^loniflfcai. The sentiments he ascriibes to Yanderkemp^ 
infiiis^ij^ytefivieiw wi& the CkHmeoissary-geBefal De Mistj 
when he represents him as stating* that he hoped td 
oMt^ &m thadiss(^ttte. life be had led when they m&r^ 
&i(^f^M¥itfyL by his present Qoai:se> is a seatkMnt in 
psHiMlb (|[p,^p^twiti^aU the Geological opinioiisfae tbea 
hiiUU I fifii k)»imi m -ihp «f ooaqt ^ptifcdii^tod i^^ his oon^ 

Vol. I; H 
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Version, thai wlien he was an infidel he believed in it 
future state, and in the efficiency of the suffefings of 
ihis present life to procure for us, and to fit us for^ its 
felicity ; and tl^ circumstance by idiich his tirani^itHm 
from a state of sfcepticism to a belief of the Gospel wafe 
tnost strongly marked, was his renunciation <rf <iA 
dependence on human merit, and his entire relifittae 
on the atonement of Christ, as the 9ol6 ^ound of his 
acceptance with God^ The inaccuracies of Licl^ 
tenslein respecting the age of 1>. Vanderkemp, the 
place of his ordination, his journey to Cape Tow» 
Bfter leaving Graaff-Keinet, the circumstances und^fr 
which hfe left CaflFerland, are trifles; but his iflilJ- 
statements assume a more grave chal^aeter when hfc 
informs us, that the Hottentots under Vanderkeiiip^*6 
instructions wete people he had picked up at the fend df 
the war ; that the Doctor Was opposed to any attem^ 
to civilize the people ; and that no attention waspaM 
to give them any occupation. 

Whatever Dr, Vanderketnp*s qUalifieatbikd may have 
been, as a suitable instrument to carry on a workt>f 
civilization among the Hottentots, he is unjmtly dealt 
with when he is represented as encouragm^ ttiem in idle* 
ness, and as attaching no importance to tlieir civilfza- 
tiorti In the letter drawn up by him at the reqnest of 
General Dundas, fUmishing that distingubbed indivi*^ 
dual with an exposition of his views respecting thiS ttiaii'* 
ner in which an institution, such as he proposed for ^^ 
Hottentots, should be conducted, he ejcpressly states thsrf 
the rule laid down by St. I^aul should be adhered iJb^-^ 
that if any wonld network, neither should he eat ; and ftett 
it was his intention to discourage idleness and lazinesi^, 
and to have the individuals of the institution employed 
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in different ifedul occupations^. In promoting among 
the^p^ple habits of industry^ and in stimulating them 
to ^xertioni to provide for themselves and their families 
th^ means, of ^ibsistenoe^ Yanderkemp conoeived thai 
be \fs^ rising the most efficient plan to oultiyate their 
i:atioaal &culties» to promote their individiral wdfare^ 
and to add to the proi^perity of the colony. 
, Tba difficulty of imparting industrious habits io a 
people emei^ing from savage Ufe^ canned be fully 
esFtimated^ excepting by those who have made the expe- 
risdent; and mndi time^ and pati^ice, and prudenoe^ 
imd comnumd of temper^ are requisite to Hne indivi* 
duals who have such a process to conduct, bdbre wa 
are to expect perfed results. In a letter, written in 
the - mgntii of AprU^ nearly four montibs after Dr. 
I^ohtenstein's visit to Betiielsdorp^ our missionary 
lanienta the difficulties he had experiaiced in rousing 
the peqple to indui^^ and the loss he was at to find 
employm^it for tiiem. ^^ Laziness/' he observes, ^^is 
liiQ )nost prevalent evU among our people, whidh ex« 
ppses them to the greatest distresses. Some^ however^ 
are .wiUinig to work, if we could employ them t this we 
c^injiiot do^.not having been able for more ilian a ye» 
tpvget mf money from the Cape, so that we cannot 
p^.th^nL for their labour^ which circumstance subjects 
both, tbem and us to many inconveniences. •'^ It is 
q|»ftpi^j from Dr* lichtenstein s own volumes^ that he 
^^ . 4|^quamted iwith Di*. Vanderkemp's connexion 
vri^ .^ Hottentots at Graaff-Remet, at the com- 
mi^llcfaaAecrt of ^^e ^ar« He was perfectly acquainted 
IW^hii^iartsuflferings at Botha's Plae^; hp knew the 

'-- ': . . • See page 7S.^ 
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manner in which they had been shut up in Fort Fre* 
derick, from September^ 1802, till May, 1803 ; he was 
aware that, at the time Ke saw them, this people had 
not been more than seven months on the spot thrust 
upon the missionaries, under the pretence of temporary 
accommodation, and on which, during tjiese few months, 
they had been occupied in building the village of Be* 
thelsdorp ; and Dr^ Vahderkemp, at a subsequent pe- 
riod, in the same year, complauns that the people, 
owing to the distressing circumstances in whicH they 
bad been placed, were in the most destitute condition, 
veithout clothing, and without food ; yet, the whoje c^ 
those miseries, which were inseparable ffom thei si- 
tuation in which they had been placed, wd eyei^. th^ 
barrenness and wretched appearance of tha ,gpoui;i^ 
about the institution, are ascribed, by this uncandid 
writer, ** to the over pious spirit and proud humHitt/\ of 
its hecid,** . There i^ a bitterness and m?devo|ience 
agaiAst, religion evinced throughout; and inthQ Al- 
lowing passpge, this feeling seems to have gs^n^ $up|i 
an ascendaapy over the understanding of the wrJi^i;, 
as to ^-epder him insensible, when he was wiiiwig ^^ 
to the contradiction which it involves. 

^^ It is true that these Hottentots," he aays^ /^ .^ejge 
now nominally quiet, and kept in some. qrdeic; y^t 
often, under pretence of the chase^ th^y )v^d^r0d 
about armed^ the government (then Eng)[ish) haying 
allowed fli^m, not merely a small quantity of pow4^r 
and shot to kill game for the purposes of food^ ^ut 
having supplied themselves with itv^ry abup^d^lly ; a 
favour^, if favour it is[ to be called, .which was ioQ^ Q^^ 
misused. They were certainly daily instruct^ fpr 
some hours in the Christiap religion^ jbnt these in- 
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structions made much more impression upon their me* 
moiry than upon their understanding. They could sing 
and pray, and be heartily penitent for their sins, and 
talk of the Lamb of atonement, but none were really 
the better for all this specious appearance. No at- 
tention was paid to giving them proper occupations, 
and, excepting in the hoiirs of prayer, they might be as 
hidolent as they chose. 

•* This convenient mode of getting themselves fed, 
attracted many of the most worthless and idle among 
these people, and all who applied were indiscriminately 
received into the establishment : the consequence was, 
t^at the colonists soon made heavy complaints of the 
want of servants, since the Hottentots were much 
bettei- pleased with leading an indolent life in Van- 
'derkem'p's school, than with gaining their bread by 
labour*.'* 

' The prejudice such statements have a tendency to 
^icite 'against missions, is, perhaps, one of the least 
evils to 'which they ordinarily give rise. The tendency 
*of indiscriminate censure, unquaUfied abuse, and studied 
ibisrepresehtatiott, is to render such as are friendly to 
missions incredulous, as it respects all the statements 
mdde by strangers, which give an unfavourable view of 
particular missions ; and, under the shade of a scepti- 
cism g^nei^ted in this way, abuse and corruption will, 
nxf many cases, creep in, and produce irreparable in- 
jiify,, before their supporters will allow themselves to 
siippbse them In any danger, or that the unfavour- 
^ able reports propagated respecting them, are any 
^tfin^'else ftian calumnies raised against them by their 
euetalesJ 

^ Jjicjitenstein's Travels, vol. i., p. 236, 



102 VISITS OF THE CAFFBRS 

Wfe have missions^ in the preseint day, m the heaUieii 
world, which have suffered much from thb cause ; and 
it is natural to suppose, tha^ onprodaotive or unsuitafal!^ 
missionaries will never be at a loss' for covert nndelr 
which to shelter themselves, while they oaat ascribe sdl 
that is said against them to the enmity of the human 
heart against the gospel, and refer to such writer^ as 
Lichtenstein, and the literary journals, which are ift the 
habit of quoting his remarks against our missions,- as 
a caution to their friends in Europe how they ought te 
receive the accusations of the enemies of missieeiarias. 

In February, 1805, a prodamation was issued by 
Qeneral Janssens, which shows that he was at thia time 
too much influenced by the prevailing sentiments of flie 
x^olonists. The restrictions, under which Yraiderkemp 
and his coadjutors were placed by this prodamtttion^ had 
a tendency tp limit the sphere of their kibouri^ consider- 
ably : they were no longer permitted to visit the Gaf- 
fers ; but it is pleasing to observe, that we. repeatedly 
find parties of that nation visiting the settlement at 
Bethelsdorp, and, when the state of the colony Would 
permit it, residing for some time at the institution. In 
1804 it was visited by Congo, a powerful chid^ who 
brought with him his two sons for echicatioti^ and 
Tzatzoe, another chief, with his family, resided fcH* Some 
time, and left his son also, with the missionaries^. 



* There was something in the appearance of Dr.' Vanderit^mp 
which made a strong impression on the mrnds Of thos^who^ con- 
versed with him. This was in no' instance more strongly' evinced 
than among the aboriginal tribes of South Af^ita^ Sichas taw 
'him once never forgot him ; and they always afterwards epbhe of 
him with the highest respect. If the time he was In'Caffedarfd 
was too shoH to permit him to see ^b!^ h^yHbakl fruAtB 4)f his 
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f hk Ihk iniitatioe tbeir^ labodrs Mrere nfmdi bleaied i 
yoQDg TEatjBoe became a deoidedObiistiaB^ and is noir 
m ose&i missionftiy to his oonntrymecu An the journal 
f)f one of tiie inimionaries> now before me, is the fid* 
tewing passage^ in which he expresses the pleasure h^ 
iifds at the opportunities his situation aflEbrds him of 
liebg* useful to this people. ^* We are hs^y to be 
plaoed in a wtuation where numbers of Cafiers are 
'daily passing and repasi^ng : they sometimes attend at 
our seasons of wonship^ iuor do our Hottentot brethren 
^it any oj^KMiunity x)f speaking concerning Christ to 
them ; and many of them^ at times^ have ejq>res8ed a 
"Wti^h for persons to come among them> to instruct 
&tM. We long to see a missioa established among 
<thiii peoj^e/* 

^ On the 18th of April, 1804, Dn Vanderkemp had 
If ritten to tile govemw, stating, that his conscience 
would not permit him any Icmger to encourage Hotieti* 
^tB to enter into the service of the &rmers^ because 

l9]^Br9» it U to his exertions among the Gaffers, and, to the im* 
pression, in favour of the missionanes, made upon their minds, 
that we are indebted for the openings that we now enjoy fot 
the propagation o^ ^e gospel among thai interetiing people. Thi 
JftiUbwing cireundstanee may be here adduc«d^ as a striking in- 
its&ce <^:the reifpect which the Gaffers entertain for the Poctor :-t- 
la an attack made upon the institution at Botha's Place, in 1 80^^ 
by the plundering Hottentots, their chief, Andries Stuurman, being 
Icilled in the conflict, his followers fled, and took refhge among th^ 
^Cafi^i Wh6n the Gafifers came to know that they had attacked the 
viissioiiary. institution of Vanderkempi they put three of them to 
deaths and the others would l^ve shared the same ^te if they had not 
escaped* Kiaas Stuurman, who was then in Cafferland, wa^ 
obliged to clear himself of the suspicion which attached itself to 
him, of having been privy to his brother's attack on the missionary 
•Utfa>nj and wit^ dlffi«ul|y prawirved his life. 



104 THE MISSIONARIES SUMMONED 

of the cruelty and injustice Wh|i which they were 
treated^ wiihoot any relief bekig affiforded tiiem Hby the 
magistrates. Particulars were given, and the governor 
ordered the bmddrost to inquire into the pomplaintis, — 
but tiotiiing was dcme; and the farmers -were ^so inr 
censed at the doctor, that one of them went tO' Gape 
Town, and, without cer^nony, requested from Ihe 
governor leave to sho^ him, Oemml Janssens «ire^ 
pUed^ byasldng^gnificantiy, '^ If be had seen tise gal^ 
Jowg on his entrance into the town'^*':?" » 

Again, on the 19th of April, 1806> Vanderkeii|p,.ia 
r€q;>ly to a friendly and &miliar letter from GomaMw 
Janssens, expresses himself in the following terms >^ 
^^ Yon acknowledge the great wrong whichllie'iMtonists^ 
plMaps fvet& and there, do to the Hottratotsi* OGhb 
expfes^ion, Governor, shews ihat yonare^rtiU 'Uniii-t 
formed of &ei true sitaation of things in this c6un^rjr] oi 
af least' k' theUitenhage district. Not^/^edbpsy^atidl 
^>keP0imi^ thereC but very certainly, and prettyniaaply 9b 
all parts, does this oppression prevail ; nov is it onl^ 
jj^i^iculai^ tnhiabrtants, but the landdmsts IhenBelVes, 
frotti whom the oppressed ought to find protection, who 
m^ketbemBelves gwilty in this respect**^ ; ■ i . > / 
' One of liie g^reatest ohjtetions which tiae boors/ had 
td the English g6vehiment, under General DiiAda^ 
Tv^afe ihe fdvour shown to Che Hottentoti^; ^and* Ih^ 
fiiilf expected that, with the return of the Botch go* 
vemmiirty'the' misi^n of Efcr. Vanderklsiiafil wbvid> btf 
ifetip^ffedfe^ed, and tkit tti^ Hottentots-iwouldi be leftin 
thiJir hiattdfe, i/s^ithout any t^becksi 'npon iheir aiithoritji^. 
The ' liews ^of the articles of Hie treity of Amiens bad 
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HO socHier reached ibe Cape^ than they had expressed 
iheio/^QirtuiaeAts» in the strongest language, on this 

Their :^rat propoaeds to Governor Janssens were too 
grbss^to) medt with a favouraUe reception; but their 
reitefated diamours at last prevailed^ and» in 1805, the 
missifmaried were summodded to Cape Town, to answer 
«oind. charges preferred against Ih^n. It is almost 
utuuee^dsary-tD say> that these charges were such as 
could not be broir|^t forward ia court ; the governor 
wa^^pexfcfstly aware ^t the fanners could substan* 
Make ^nothing tiiat would criminate the missionaries; 
bet ihe governor had too little firmness, or the govern- 
pmii?<^w^ iod weak, to allow him to resist the unjust 
Mainour rsdsed It^ainst tiiem by their enemies. On 
this oocasioaf tbey were detained nearly nine months 
» C)ape<Towiii in a state of suspense, the governor 
iUi/the ^tikie ^refusing either to give them a trial or to 
«Ilot¥i>tiiemr to remove into the interior, to prosecute 
. t^eir toissiiNiary labowis. 

, Weaided w^ iheit inactivity, they had formed a 
resolution tti ledve: the country, and were only pre- 
vented from puttiog this resokctioa into practice by 
theianiral idO tlte Bnglish fleet in Table Bay, on the 
^bjj«itiatg% 180&r On the 2Qth, the, town was sur- 
B^afleitei to the .!^ti$h(. Ihe change which this occur- 
reiicei made in dheir. circumstances was sensibly felt, 
firfeiieral// Bfttrdi! the new govi^nor, favoured their 
we#si; '>an(4ii oaosidering. it their duty to continue to 
dwotantheipsdlves -tp.thei instruotion ^ the Hottentots^ 
iS^y mwi^tnmed to Bethelsdoip, and resumed their 
beloved work, 
jPuring tiie s^eaceof Vanderkemp and his coadjator 
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fa Oi^Towii^ iheir' place had been aUar mpididd kf 
Mr6. de Smklt (or Smiili), of Cape Ibwn'^. Ai ihf 
period the missionaries were summoned to the seat of 
government^ it was apprehended that th^ would Aot 
foe allowed to resume their labours at Bethdsdcirpi 
and it was under this inipresM)n, and to preserve the 
institution^ tiiat tiiis meritorious womaui in the fiftfi 
fifth year of her agei disposed of her property^ and im 
fittcfi^ed the comforts of civilized society^ to take 
upon her il^ management of it. The importanoe 
she attached to the education of youth> the suceess 
Which had attended her labours in Cape Town in tiiaft 
departai6nt> the talents for whidi die ww dislift^ 
gxiii^bed^ tiie high respectability of her chamotei^ 
and her afieotionate zeal> quali^ herm an raument 
degree for the duties of her new station. 

Her efforts sucoeeded in brkiging together many oS 
flie dbildren of the people to the reading-scJKiol ; and at 
tibe time 9he wtas superint^ding the sdbool in which she 
had collected the parents and the children^ that th^ 
might be taught to read, i^ fonned and conducted a 
sdbool of industry^ which was of essential service to 
the institultion. While she was «erting her influteee 
to impart to the minds of tlie people a taste for instroo* 
tion, reviving and improving the reading-school^ con- 
ducting her school of industry^ visiting the people in 
their houses and teaching them the decencies of ti<e> 
conversing with the females apart^ and endeavourii^ 
to impress their mmds with the power of religion,— ^as- 
sembling with them in their social meetings, and esc* 

* A Memoir of this remarkable woman has been pubUshed in 
Engli)^, and msj be had at Mr. Francis Westley's, publisher and 
Iwok^ller, Stationers'-court, Patem6ster-roW. 
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pounding to them ttie word of God, — she seemed to pay 
as much attention to each of those objects as if it had 
occupied her excluave regard, and in the multiplicitj 
of her avocati<His it could not be said that one of them 
suflFered by her neglect. 

During the time she was at Bethelsdorp, she had th^ 
satisfaction of seeing several of the females receiye the 
first principles of the Christian chanu^r ; and several, 
who afterwards became members of the missbn ohordi, 
ascribed their first serious impressions to her labours. 
' Hh& remained a twelvemonth at ' BetHelsdc^^ aft^ 
the return of the misslonsuies. Her cdutraoler and 
labours were highfy appreciated by them ; and it was 
the anxious wish of all that she should remadn ; bat het 
^Absence w«is too greatly felt in the extensive sphem of 
usefulness she had formerly occupied, to allow hert<> 
comply with their wishes, particulariy as tiie missicma^ 
ries had now resumed their kboiirs ; and, having* accotn*' 
-pHshed th6 object she had proposed to herself at Hm 
"station, she t^turned to Cape Town. Here she contl- 
•nued till 1831> when she entered into her l^st, after a 
series of active exertions in the oause of benevolence, 
yAiidtt ha$ rendei^d her memory blessed* and made h^ 
death to be felt as a loss> to the whole colony. 
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CHAPTER VI, 

Progress of Christianity among the Hottentots. — ^David Stuurman's 
Kraal. — Native Teachers. — ^Vanderkemp's Opinion of them.— 
First Stage of Missions, — State of the Hottentots under the 

^ English.— Vanderkemp's Official Correspondence. 

The \^ork of conversion in South Africa began at a 
much more eariy period after the comnlfencement of our 
missions tian in some other places. The Hottentots 
within the colony of the Cape of Good Hope, aiid some 
of the Bushmen and Caffers immedfatdy beyond its 
limits, had^ from their mtercourse with the colonists!, a 
partial adquaintance wittu the Dutch langu^e. Which 
-enabled <bW missionaries to enter upon the labodr' of 
ihstnicfian almost as sooti as they landed on i the 
shores of' South Africa. An advantage of this nature 
fcdn onlybe appreciatfed by the missionaries, who have 
to m^ke thfenisdves masters of a strange latigfudge be- 
fore^jf fevoui-able ibpression can be made iipon the 
miiids of the people^ the care of whose ^ouls theyhavfe 
uiidertaken: In as far as natuilal batises ire dOnteerted, 
it might he'omhg to this circiimstance^kt AMci yielded 
hifr ifacreasi to Goii so touch earlier than Taheite. ' ' * 
Doctor Vandterkemp' had not fhe satoe diffifcifltites tb 
encounter at the commencement of his miiisiin am6ng 
thie Hottentots that hfe had among the* Caffers fhfe had 
ndt iheir langua^ to' acquire, as st pl^eVious step, be- 
fore tliey could be brought under Christfetnin^tTudtion ; 
and in the! course' of a few years 'hfe Wd flie Satisfaction 
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of seeing several of that degraded people elevated in 
the scale of being by the blessing of God upon Ws 
labours. 

Struck with the grandeur of an object that had to 
them all the charms of novelty^ the zeal of the new 
converts brought many Hottentots to the institution to 
received instruction, and prepared the Way for the mis- 
sionaries visiting the scattered remnants of the Hotten- 
tot tribes^ which were still to be found associating 
together in kraals, or in small parties by themselves. 

Anjong the kjraals first vi^ted by this meai^ ^at of 
P^vi4 Stuurman furnishes a subject of piecing* m^d 
painful interest. Some notice has alre^y been taken 
jpf the. Chief Stuurman and bis people., Aflpi: ihe ^ar 
Jjfid svhsided> in which David Stuurman and his bro; 
jthe? ^^Jia)^ bad taken suph a conspicupi]^^ ps^rt^ they^were 
^%v^ed to ^iie with their people, u^agrt^e Chfjntops 
.Jj[.iy^r^ jj^t i,b9 d^stfi^nce of about fifty miles frcw Bethels^* 
49fp» '^Tt^e JIptteuLtgt^ who received the gosp^ at B^* 
j^b^s^^qrpTw^e the first who awakeiied in the breas^ of 
^js| hpcde^ a : jde^ire foi: Christian instriiotiop, and. by 
ti^t nj^?ais, prepared tl^ fortbe visits, of the ^^ssip^r 
.^es* O^ipg to the distance of thii^ village fropitj^? 
.i}9^titi>ti<?P> thl^ jcois^ionarie^ coiAi vi«t them but S!^ 
^o^^,?\nd ibr thM reason they coptinued ^ to. labopr 
'wflfWgJtltW % days, ^^dL i^rue&pes ibr vt2;aek» at ^ 
time. j^!\f|CT ^ijediffiflu^ trials of. patienfiei,>fl^i(^ 

^§y^j^^pd,the.firsit introduction of tbe^gqcpeltampng 

l^abofl^s ajtt^(ie4ii?ifi^^ ,tbQt P^ost benefi(;ialeflEe^i j f eyci* 
j^ i^ivi^^j^^ whp were, ^^^^ ,tifp 

j][||^QP^j^,j jat^t^ i?eripd, have .Qon;^ip^ed ey^t sii^e 
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aad all (^them who were left at lU^erty during ^ sub^i 
^equooi trembles whioh cam^ upon them^ and after tke 
apprehension and banishment of their chief ^^ sought an 
asylum in Bethdsdorpi where thos^ who remak of 
them, and their dedcendanta^ contiaue tO' form a part 
of the peculation of that institution. 

pur missionary sodeties can do little more in foreign 
countries than begin the wcurk of conversbn ; wie oan« 
not long eontinue to supply the fields under cidtivation 
with missionaries from England : the attention of our 
sodeties, iheK&ffe, cannot be too soon dimcted to the 
raising up of native teachers ; abd it will be seen^ from 
the fblloMring extract from the Missionary TraHsaotionSj 
^at this did not .escape theofaservaiion c^.Dr. Yasder^ 
kemp^ "Some of our converted Hottentots," ha 
observes* ^^ show a remarkaUe !seal in exhorting othem 
to faith in Ch£ist4 In them this zeal is evidently an 
wtraordinary gift of God's spirit, and their exhorta* 
tions* are attended with^ not less remarkable sucoass* 
Their external circumstanoeSf as well a» their natural 
disposition* seldom pennii them to be at home i and 
it is esperially poverty dud want of food whidi comp^ 
fhem to wander about the eouDtry, working for.tbeir 
l»ead« In this manner they are, by necessity^ itim^iaiii 
preachers ; but as the same necessity exdudes tbeqa 
firoBI ii£3truction in reading, writings scriptural doctme^ 
&0s^ theur aii{gnnientsare uniformly taken fromspiritaal 
^oqperieni^) and want that strength wluoh scr^itiire 
affords;, and in my eye> they are valiant xsheunfiioasr^ 
but witiiont swords. CoxM a few of them be ^dbbd 
fmd dii^posed to jreoeive sdlable histriK^tion, God «iay 

. f SW tht \m^ and &te <if Tke^A 'SluunAatii Bee 'Afj^bndix* ' 
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peiiisqpS' intend to do more by tbem than by miioonams 
frmn Europe, and with tess expense to the sooiety. 
'The advai]iag«8 of empbying* ntmm of these men are 
too ^tndent to be pointed out to you here* I shall onl^ 
mbmit io your ejEaminatibn a rcmgh sketdh of my plan 
^respecting them\ 

^^ If they aire to be instructed^ they rnnst stay a donple 
of yeM>s at home. They may five diicifly fay meaH of 
'oattte, and pardy by etemding some medianioal art in 
thdr. intermediate hoiors ; though it will be a hard 
matter to dispose a lazy Hottentot to audi enpioyw 
ments^ no less than io keep him at home* The name 
oimisncmtry must be avoided, which would attract the 
attention of enemias, and be a hhukarance to their 
wd^rk^ They 6nght to be merely members^ or offi* 
oers of the church at Bedidgdorpy^^^'^as to the lest^ prv* 
yp^ Hottentots, though, in fact/ muiistnis of tiie gosr 
pel* There is at present only one individual^ (now on 
a^ journey to the Gape^) who seems oaleulated fortius 
work, and filing to dbvote his all to the service of 
Dhrist : his name is Kruisman> mentioned in seviaral of 
our reports as an exemplary Christian */* 

It is no squall recoAln^ndation to die plan proposed 
by Dr. Vanderkemp, that all our missionaries to whose 
^^miion any importance can be attached, have now 
Qcone to Die same concludon ; and the method he pro* 
poses ^ be adopted in ration to the Hottratots is 
dbaraet^zed by nMMlesty and good seise* He wisfly 
gaards against anything oirtentatioos in his plan^ or 
the nse of nam^s to feed the vanity of the friends of 
missions at home^ or to excite contempt and prejudice 

* Sot *' Miwtgawy »«fisl<|r,« iwUii..p, lb(K . 
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against tiiem amcmg his enemies^ to whds^ peMoaiidiitti 
^ec^Ukm his labours were (^Q» . - 1. 

It was under this modest and unassuming dwiradieiH 
that the gospel obtained its triumph in the itst ^t^s^tf 
the church; and its p^rmat^nt conquests^ insubj^qiifeiil^ 
ages, Imve been gained in a similar manii^« Biss^ 
posed as we natumlly are to symbolize with the Jewft' 
in their attachment to a worldly kingdom^ ^aiid with Ae^ 
world at large ia its love of splendour^ we are too pl'6ne 
to. £>rg^t that the kingdom of God cometb not* witk 
d>servati6a or worldly pomp *• . ^ i . 

While Yanderkemp saw enough to encowage hilndn ' 
his labcMirs, by llie partial success whicji attended ithelm > 
in the first 3ta^e of a mission to a savage people> on 
in the first generation which assumed the ;Chfisijail" 
iiame^ it would^ h€fwever> be unreasonal^i to ^xpeeH^ 
that we should find amoi^ them that sense . of ipi^opiiety'' 
wiuditsbrinks from the appearance of evil; that ttodestyj • « 
which instinctively retires from danger; and that > purity t- 
of mind and manners^ which is expected^ wbere 4Ue i 
gospdl ha& eoreoted' its standard^ among a religioias «iid 
a cultivated people. - ^ 

While the following passagey from an admimble 



^ 



* ^fuitther illustotjbou of the importance of tks pUuau ^ecpn^ 
mended by Dr. Vanderkemp will be given, in the sequeL 

No reflection is intended by the above remarks on the distin- 
gufshed individuals who founded the mission colleges of India and 
Malacca. > White t\m writer considers the general principle *ldifi 
down: in^ thoee ^entavks^ 09 having been estal^ished Iff^ Ihe fcesliRiot^ ^ • ' 
of ScTip^re« and the exp^ience of eighteen ^e^turies^ |(^ ^ntn^t 
ignorance of our Eastern empire, and the high opinion, he e^tartahf a .; 
of the judgment of Dr. Morrison and Dr. Milne, and of the mis- ^ 
sicmaries at Serampore, leads him to consider the mission colleges 
ofo«rlBdfo»#tt]^e'a$exce|>tioiiaiothe^enemrriili^^ ^ ' ' ' 
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faieface to the life of Mm. Savag^^ written' by Mr. hsfi 
discovers an intimate acqoaintanoe with human' nature^ 
it lih^ a i^y of< light upon ilie state of ^sckdety 'am6iigf 
th0> Hotlu^kjte' ) at: the peiiodi we are coasiderii]^^ * tod 
shpw^ tiib; nature tif, some of ihoee: tiiab whidii«t nns^ 
sionary.has t& faiyhb afccount wiih^ tMiigr when: his 
own laboiini ave4UiGiitofBl^ or whom' he may have )been 
eaBed to iteap wh^ie othelis ha»re -bestowed -labbuf 4 

*^ Ooaiaeaaess and freedom of mdaaera/^ ilays thid 
anther; V are^too ofian^'the result of fmmer vkibtsne^i^^ 
of which the individuals tbea»elves ate not iware^ but 
which expose thcan to temptatiim in their soei^l^ ei^^e^ 
cially female, intercourse."—^^ Mdi^and virtuous habits 
prodjooe delioacfi^md impose restraint Pormi9T\i<5enes 
of guilt will oftenirevtre in ihe imagiiKtllon' ; and'thou^h 
ftey jare ntot^eiileartadned' therey yet^-by pdssin^ through ■ 
the mind ^heydefileiit, and disttesst it * I^ hare faeafrd 
mc^e than \&iad pioiis diaraoter: ec»lfess< tk^ 'patn'feiikl^ 
in^Ufy^^e. hafsr sufiRered from thi&iqoarWr/ eveil^iin ' his 
jmblio and/ pfai^ate! devotions/^ aaid 'W^^ Woidd >haVe * 
givw the woiidto be'fre&from the shodBsiie-iiebm^ 
from the hauntings of the ghosts of hiaAWk^iquitieB."^^ 
*' I nevenJknew a piofe«ior- of religfeii, or^piwacber 
of the word^ who fell by certain temptations, but had 
homy previondy to his ecmnesLibiif' v^ the^ Chti^ah 
world^ thp victitn of vrce.'^ . . 

An incjividual of ia superior prefer of mind wniy be 
fowQ4>$W!^pi^ta<)iUne4iiaal«df people 4 i^few^specioienA 
of good wei4^inanrfiip^maiyifae>proQkRKd'Whefe^iiO'ti«i^ 
is followed;* ft few patridts timy be seen struggling 
a^instthe corruyitions qf ja cbnntty^nlpnginto ruin;^ 
few individuals m^y be selected from a .say;^e tribe> 
and cultivated^ while the trU)e iiiadf hk laft.lii a iatate of 

Vol. I. I 
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nalxire: b»t we must look to tbe txsmg gm^aAbn^ 
traiii«d np in our schools tuider a disciplinaiy education^ 
as Hie eflSoient instruments necessary for the promdga^ 
tbn of the gospel, and the elevation of the body of tha 
people. 

Amcmg the schemes whidi occupied the miad of I>; 
Yand^emp, in the midst of his missionary laboom^ 
was an orphan asylum for the destitute diiUr^i of Hot» 
t^ots and Gaffisrs. A plan of the ^tabUshmeaEit pro* 
posed was submitted to the direi^rs c^ &e LondiHi 
Miissionary Society, and repeatedly urged upoii tiiem^ 
with much zeal ; but the difficulties connected with its 
execution prevented its being oarr^ into eSoek. 

It is a dangerous thing to tampo- with the t«datioi| 
fiubsisting^ between parents and children : in ihia^ as ki 
similar cases^ benevolence may somettcties faicrease tfa^ 
evils it intends to remedy; but> in connexicoi ¥nth the 
general improvement of the people^ an estabUshment of 
this sort might have been attended with salotaiy effects. 
To carry on the work of God among a people emaig^ 
inginto a state of civiUzaticm, and to give thego^pdia 
permanent habitation among them, withoal its bdng 
neocassary to continue foreign aid to maintain the groui^ 
already gained, we must look to the children of those 
people, to whom the customs and mamiiMTs (rf their ati^ 
cestors, in a savage state, are became matters of pure 
history ; and such sui asylum, had it been at that period 
established, might have furnished our missionaries, by 
this time, with native teadiers, with schoqlmast^is, and 
other useful auxiliaries. But we most leave these re- 
flections for the present, and proceed to describe the 
condition of the missionaries, and the treatment of tiie 
Heltentots under thebr new masters. 
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Had Ae Dutch oontiDoed to retain possession of tl» 
0^)e^ many of the Hottentots^ like the Javanese^ might 
have stiU regretted the departure of the English from 
among them; but they have since been tai^t by 
experience, that the humanity with which they were 
at first treated by us, was less owing to any superiority 
in our national character^ than to a fortunate eonjuno« 
tion of circumstances. It is, indeed^ a matter deeply 
to be r^retted^ that the intellectual and moral qualities 
of such men as Lord Macartney, General Dundas^ Mid 
Sir Stamford Ra£9es are not uniformly required in those 
to whom the government of our colonies is consigned. 
Were such important appointments always conferred on 
nen of tins d^riptiou, the present publicatim) would, 
k all probability, never have appeared — ^for the abuses 
Hrhich have called it forth would, unquestionably, have 
long ago ceased to exist. 

When the Engiish first took possession of the Cape^ 
. &e Hottentots hailed thdr arrival before they knew 
anything of the character of their deliverers; and the 
story of their sufferings made a strong impression on 
the minds of a people who entertained a great aven^on 
to their first oppressors^ and who had^ as yet^ no interest 
to serve by enslaving them. The English found Ihat the 
Hottentote could be trusted : they received from them 
tiie most effident assistance in suppressing the insurreo* 
tions of the boors^ and, therefore, whilst the boors con- 
tinued to be disaffected to the government, the Hot- 
tentots enjoyed the smiles of the British authorities. 
But when the boors, finding that the English were 
likely to retain permanent possession of the Gape, 
became reconciled to their new masters, tibe services 
of the Hottentots w^re forgotten, and their interest 

12 
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sacrificed at the shrine of this union^ This was a result 
trhich the missionaries had not anticipated, and for 
which they were not prepared. It was soon perceived 
that, under the new system, the oppression of the Hot- 
tentots continued, asunder the old government; and 
Doctor Vanderkemp found that the new English autho- 
rities paid as littie attention to his complaints; as tlie 
Dutch authorities of the colony had been in the habit of 
doing. Had he been properly supported by the Ideal 
authorities of the district, an end might have been 
sjpeedily put to the cruelties practised against the 
i]^tives ; but he had the mortification to find that his 
attempts to improve the condition of the Hottentots^ 
^nd to bring their oppressors to justice, were con- 
stantiy opposed by those by whom he should have beed 
supported. In January, 1807, not a twelvemontii 
after the return of the missionaries to Bethelsdbrp, by 
the permission of the English government, the Doctor' 
thus writes, in a letter addressed to the Directors of ^ 
the London Missionary Society : — / 

** I think our enemies have in view to accomplish, 
iheir design, not by expelling us out of the colony^ pi* 
by a formal prohibition of our missionary work, but by 
teasing, and gradually confining us more and more to 
a narrow sphere of activity, in hope that, by repeated, 
trials, we shall be wearied out, and disposed at length 
to abandon our station, and leave them masters of. the 
field.'' 

The following extract of a letter, dated Ms^y $|^ , 
1808, from Dr. Vanderkemp to the landdrost of ,|Ji}pf] 
district of Uitenhage, may be taken as a specfmen of t 
^me of the grievances of which, he complaijisin ijfi^ * 
place:— 
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^* THe bearers, Dansken Klaas and Hendrik Soldaat, 
complain bitterly that their wives and children are 
forcibly detained by their former master and mistress^ 
Frans GreeflF and Mrs. Suckling ; and that, together 
with two other Hottentot women, they were, by order 
of the last, violently taken up and carried away frcan 
the public road- Such outrages call loudly to heaven 
fpr justice ! I hope, and respectfully request, that it 
may please you to procure these four unhappy sufferers 
tlie enjoyment of that liberty, to which by nature, and 
the laws of this country^ they are entitled : and I 
doubt not that you will at once perceive the necessity 
of putting a stop to these and similar excesses^ which, 
being left unpunished, daily increase in number and 
atrocity^ and render this country an execration to every 
stranger^ in whom the least spark of humanity is not 
entirely extinguished/' 

The following letter is addressed to the Secretary, 
Captain Smith, in reply to a letter from the Lieut,- 
Govemor, on the affairs of the institution. It is dated 
January, 1809 ; — . 

^^You express in your last letter his Excellency the 
lieutenant-governor *s wish^ that I should fur some time 
continue at Bethelsdorp to preserve the members of 
that institution in their present peaceable and well dis- 
posed habits of life. ^ 

'* However willing I may be to gratify (if it were in 
my power) his Excellency in this respectj it is not pro- 
bable that my stay at this institution will be of long 
duration, being invited by the Missionary Society of 
London to other services. It is not, however, my in- 
tention to leave the mstitution till it shall be established 
upon a more solid and regular plan than it is at present. 
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and till I shall be enabled to give over its dBrection to a 
missionary successor better qualified for the service than 
myself. The last point is committed to my care by the 
before-mentioned society^ but the first cannot be exe- 
cuted by me without his Excellency's co-operation and 
fevour; and, in accordance with this view, L shall sub- 
mit the following hints to his Excellency's consideration. 

*^The institution has been erected upon a most 
simple plan, at the invitation, and under tiie auspices, 
(as you. Sir, may recollect,) of General Dundas, who 
Condescended to give immediately the orders necessary 
for its management, in rdation to the peace and fma* 
quillity of the country, without the intervention of the 
landdrost, or the commandant of Fort Frederick. 

^^ Under the government of General Janssens, it 
was gradually more and more oppressed, and sub- 
jected, first, under the orders of the officer command^ 
ing at Algoa Bay, and afterwards under the landdrost, 
which proved a source of many complaints respecting 
the injuries under which our Hottentots groaned. 

^* At the restoration of the British government, we 
naturally expected that the restrictions under which the 
institution was placed would be removed, especially 
as the chief magistrate, Van Ryneveld, informed me 
that it was General Baird s wish that the institution 
should be reinstated, upon the same footing as it had 
been originally, under the government of General 
Dundas. 

" Notwithstanding this, the Landdrost Guyler conti- 
nues to exercise an almost arbitrary power over the 
members of the institution, and has even taken steps 
to put me under the orders of a Reld-Comei By a 
series of acts of injustice towards our Hottehtots, o( 
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which I sun reluctant to complain in detail^ (bmt which 
hwe rendered my station in this place extremely disr 
agreeable and disgusting to me^) he has alienated the 
affections of our people, not only from himself, but from 
the government in general ; insomuch, that when the 
obligations they have to government, as their protectors, 
are represented to them> the common reply is — ^ Thenf 
arc not thc^ same English that they were under General 
Dundas' 

^* It is in the power of his Excellency to convince 
ibem, effectually, that this conclusion, from the conduct 
of one individual, as to the dispositions of the whcde 
gOTerament, is erronecais and false, and I doubt not of 
his Excellency's being inclined to give unequivocal 
proofe to the contrary. In this persuasion, I shall be 
f o free as to add the following observations. 
. ^^ The institution ought to be placed under the im- 
mediate protection of the acting governor — the mis- 
sionary to receive the necessary orders immediately 
from his Excellency ; and the plans of co-operation, as 
far as they may affect the political state of the.colony, 
should be concerted betweai his Excellency and the 
miasionary. 

. ^^ It is^ however, by no means my opinion that the 
institution should be entirely independent of the land- 
<iroiSt^s authority. Being so distant from the seat of 
government, it is necessary that there should be a local 
magistrate to watch over the proceedings of the mis- 
i^onai^, and their people, to prevent sudi steps being 
rtaken^ as he may have, reason to believe would be dis- 
^tppr^ved by the governor, and whose authority is to 
hei respected (as it always has be^i) both in civil and 
judidaL QQidt^rs; and for this purpose explicit in- 
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6tmctioBQ9 sboiild be givei^ by his Ekxieelleocj^ #ml amt 
muaicated by extract to the missioaariea for their in- 
fomdiitioii. 

" I shdl not presume to suggest the necessary ^or 
tidied Ibf our refokttioB^ Mrhidb must be left. to the 
Wfldcm and discretion of his Excellency. I oriyibef 
that they may be oalcnlated to preserve the imssioni* 
ariestr with their peoi^e^ in the free and mmotestad 
exerciae of their respective religious privileges; thaithe 
mdmbera^actoally belonging toBethelsdorp, (about eigW 
hunchred, women and children included^) who areio ike 
e^rvi^e of tl^ boors> may not be involved in walr cf 
GommkandoeB against the natives ; tl^t no booTi ma^ 
engage ^ smk a, member in his service, by annual con* 
tract, except in presence and with consent of theoows- 
«biIiry;^atMii;6 fidd-^comet or individual; havbuny 
authority wittiin the institution; and thatiithe inha- 
biltdaits of the eolcmy be forbidden to offi^bmndyior 
othc^i intoxicating liquors for sale^ or to distribute them 
among the people, without the p^mussion of the ^mis- 
sionary. ^ . ' ; . . • ^ : ,.,r^^. 

^^ As tiie ground of Bethelbdorp is ©atirely unfit .for 
agriculture^ Governor Janssens aulhorized metolook 
out for a naore convenient spot* In the .mean time 
some people suggested to him two. farm places^ i¥hieh> 
in their opinion^ would answer his Exoeileni^s iiAeifi- 
tion^ ; but^ updn es:amination, those plaoes were foutid 
pernicious to cattle. We remonstrated against lotr 
removal tea place labouring under ^a. more material 
Refect, than Bethelsdorp itself. Tliese ^Imba^i ; ar©, a- 
irtiatedin thej district of Kromnae Biver- Byre^fca»ted 
changes of government^ this subject has ibc«>lefirun- 
i^tmbiusd, in tfab piaps n^ haiite nmr lii^potedilmire 



Hmt fivie years, uncler air extrefme scdhtity and dearth 
of the most necessary articles of food^ breads and vegpe^ 
tables; being moreover prevented fix)m erectniglfae ne- 
oesiaisurijr buMngs cf mote daraUe materials than reeds 
^^(stra/«r: for tUcs reason I haaMy request tbat it may 
ftlease his Excellency to grant a tract of ground more 
adaf^i^ to^tfae wants of the instit^on, and^ ifp^ssible^ 
In t^ neighbourhood of Cafferland^ tlmt that nation 
^o may enjoy the benefit of religious instruetkm^ and 
III this ' way b^sbme itiore civitized and tractskble; But 
should, unexpectedly^ his Excdlency thinkit mo#e ex- 
pediait that the institution be not removed from <he 
"girouiid wUdi it actually occnpies^ it is d^irsdble that 
his £xoellency may be pleased: to ^gnify exj^citly this 
^ide his Excelknoy's resolution. 
^H^^^iWhil^ I am writing tibis, the landdrost (Major 
QiiyieF) has ordered ^ Hottentots to be takeni firmi 
leaeh 'field^^mefs district^ to work at the drostdy; 
>and^ cbnMdering^ the institution as a kind of extraordi- 
nary fl^ld-cornetship by itself, ordwed me, al§o^ to com- 
mand six of our people to that same work. Having 
lobeyadj abd executed the order^ 1 have (b^t in vain) 
asHdesmuired to point out to tbemajor^ in a friendly 
manner^ 4he dissimilarity of Ihe two cases. Ttid Hot* 
tientotsy who are in the service of the boors> being 
fmA, and their faknilies provided for^ by their masters^ 
' they kw© notinng when they are employed elsewhere ; 
ifcut itis not so with our Hottentots^ who, receiving 
I nof payment, must he subsisted, with their faifailiesy from 
iAar industry. - Besides this, there actually exists no 
l)nbcefi&ity lior reasod to call away the members of the 
-iinsfit6tioii 'fr©m ihieir work, families/ and means; of 
jisatmolKai ' im wiU iippeary if we^ cdnsidef^tiiat the 



musker of Hottentots beloogiog to tbe ImriStuti^, 
sioee the year 1802^ is 1267 (indtiding. M^qaneii: aod 
dulcben) ; from these, if we dediiot 300> who are now 
at Betbelsdoip, about 60, why are in military aenrtt^> a 
few who died or lately emigrated to Gafiferlaod>.&oo 
the remaming 800 wUl be found m the,servi<?e of thp 
boors. May not this number be estimatted jas sufficient 
to aiFord the necessary workmm^ without employing 
the inhabitants of Bethelsdoip to work at the drostdy, 
without any pay ? I leave this^ with the fiiUfy^ €oofi* 
dence^ to the decision of his Excellency, in which I 
shall readily acquiesce. 

^^ There is another case, which compels me to have 
recourse to his Excellency's sagswjity. Two brethren, 
Salmon and Piet Camphor, both members of the in- 
stitution, went, with my permission, to visit their 
friends living at the place of Christian Kok ; there 
the field-comet, Van Rooyen, found them, and he 
commanded them to work at the drostdy, as if they 
had been in the service of the above-mentioned Kok, 
and belonged to his field- cometship. 

^* Having referred the case to the landdrost, and 
shown, from the register of the institution, that the 
report Van Rooyen made was false; that they had 
never been in the service of Kok, but had been regu- 
larly dismissed by then: former masters, P, van StoU, 
jun.. Reed Vermaak, and Sana Potgieter ; and th^t 
they had entered the institution the 7th of March ; it 
pleased the landdrost (notwithstanding this, my solemn 
declaration) to disallow the truth, in order to confirm 
the proceedings of the field-cornet ; cmd he condemned 
them both to work at the drostdy, along with the si^i^ 
Qien^oned before* Upon this, one of them fled into 
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Gafifertand^ whither ^many more^ not belon^ng to (he 
institution^ are also gone^ disgusted by the treatment 
which they have received in this district. The con- 
sequences of these emigrations Major Cuyler may, per- 
haps, not be aware of, but they cannot escape your 
peneti-ation, as you have been witness of the calami- 
ties originating from them, during the government of 
General Dundas. The other brother (Salmon) is still 
here, relying upon his excellency's protection against 
tbid glaring injustice/' 
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CHAPTER VIL 

Comimssioner Collins visits Beihelsdorp — ^Dr. V^nderkemp's Con- 
' tests with the Local Authorities. — His Death and Character. 

Ik 1809, Lieutenant-Colonel Collins was appointed to 
visit the frontier districts of the colony, as his Majesty'^ 
Commissioner. I have been fortunate enough to pro- 
cure copies of this gentleman's reports, made to the 
colonial government, and have extracted from them the 
following details. 

Shortly after the arriviU of the Commissioner at 
Uitenhage, he paid a visit to Bethelsdorp, on the 7th 
Apiil, in company with Major Ciiyler, Mr, Stocken- 
stromy the landdrost of Graaff-Reinet^ and Mr. A. ^ 
Stodienstrom, who has since succeeded his father, as 
the chief magistrate of that district. On this occasion, . 
after feottie general remarks^ in which he announced 
the object 6ff his visit to the stationj the power with | 
whidh he Was invested, the instructions he had received j 
from* his Excellency the governor, to converse freely . 
wiifc Dr: Vanderkemrp on the state of the mission, ^ 
and to assure him of Ms Excellency's best wishes for ^ 
the prosperity of his labours, he drew from his pocket 
a paper, colrtaiiiing a number of questions, which had 
been written to assist his memory. The following is a 
spedlnken WF^he ^fuestions and replies; — 

'Amdtfg otfiei* questions in the papet* which he Heidi j 
in-Msbiiidyhe asked the Doctor, ^^ Will you. Sir, agree 
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to send over to TJitenhage, Hottentots whose services 
may be required by the magistrate. Major Cuyler?" 
To this Vanderkemp directly repUed in the negative. 
Being requested to state the grounds on which he 
rested his objections, he remarked^ ^^ that to apprehend 
men as prisoners, and force them to labour in the 
manner proposed, was no part of his duty.'* To a 
question, ^^ whether Jhe did not consider it his duty to 
Gompel the Hottentots to labour," he replied, ^^ No, 
Sir; the Hottentots are recognized to be a free people^ 
and the colonists have no more riglit to force th^p to 
labour in the w^y you propose, than you have to 
sell them as slaves.*' Being asked why he would not 
obey the order of the landdrost^ in calling in the Hot- 
tentots who were among the farmers, when they wefd 
required by the landdrost ; " Because^ Sir/' said he^ 
** fliat is the duty of the landdrost himself, and he is i 
paid for it," Being asked^ if lie would agree to prohibit 
the Gaffers from visiting his institution ; and whether he 
would send such as might resort to him under tlie pre* " 
text of coming to seek instruction, as prisoners to 
Uitenhage ; he replied, ^^ Sir, my commission is to 
preach the gospel to every creature, and I will preach 
the gospel to every one who chooses to hear me. God ' 
has sent me, not to put chains upon the legs of Hot^ifc 
tentots and Gaffers, but to preach liberty to the cap* t 
tives, and the opejuiy^^^f )^e, prispiv, doors ta, them . 
that are bound." i , .j ^,,.^j^( ,.,f -^^ rrt^^r)^*^ i^f»^ 

These proposals having been previously pressed 
upon Vanderkemp by Major Cujler, he knew at once 1 
with whom they originated ; and the landdrost did not 
escape without reproof for the attempt to force upon 
him, through the medium of the commisaioner, what he • 
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bad 80 oR/m before resisted^ when they came iaune* 
difttely from himself. 

. Dr. Vanderkemp^ not having received any answer to 
his letter of January^ addressed to the governor^ pre* 
9ented| on this occasion^ a brief memorial to the oom-^ 
missioner» calling his attention to the pointa contained 
in that letter ; praying at the same time^ that the ease 
of the poor oppressed Hottentots might be pressed 
^]4pon th^ consideration of his Excellency^ and their vx^ 
meroua complaints and grievances examined ; and that 
the defects in the administration of justice under whicji 
they were sinking as a nation^ might be fully remedied. 
In reply to the representation of the Doctor^ the ccHn-; 
missioner stated^ that he would endeavour to procure 
an answer to the several points contained in his me^ 
nioriEd as\soon aa possible. Amcmg the topios difiN 
cussed in this conversation^ the proposal of a mission 
to Madagascar was one ; and it is stated in a letter of 
Mr^ Read's, in the Missionary Transactions^ that the 
commissioner was very zealous on this occasion in ad^ 
vocating the cause of the Madagascar mission ; and he 
at tibe same time expressed his assurance that Lord 
Caledon would give every encouragemait and assist^ 
ance to such an undertaking. 

Colond Collins states, in his report to govemnoit^ 
(without supposing, I presume, that the statement would 
ever be seen by a missbnary,) that he did all in big 
power to dissuade Vanderkemp from thinking of renew- 
ilig the Caffer mission, by endeavouring to impress upon 
his mind the importance of. a mission to Madagascar^ 
He acknowledges, at the same time, tlmt his motive 
^r dissuading the Doctor from the Caffer mismn, and 
for pressing upw bim the Madagascar misaicm^ 
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Mt from any regaM ta Madagascar^ nor fiom any in^ 
teiiest he took in such an enterprise ; but merely to get 
M ttf Dr. Yandarkeinp's application to be allowed to 
re^commence a mission in Caflferland* 

ih'tke report. Colonel Collins also recommends to 
Ike goV^frnment to abbHsh ihe institution ofBethds^ 
dorp, on Kke following grounds: that £^. Yander- 
kemp^B labours had not been successful, the Doctor 
havii^ acknowledged to him tittit he had not baptized 
more than iixty-seven individuals ; that the Doctor had 
lidmittexl tolum, tiiat the institution was not designed 
for the benefit of thia colony, but excliwively fbr flie 
btm^^ of the Hottentots ; and, that the people might 
be serviemUe to the farmers. 

Dr. Yaiiderkemp estimated the importance of his 
suece^ by another standard than that employed by 
Cokynel Cdtlins ; and his obvious meaning, in speak*- 
mg of this great object of his labours, Appears to havfi 
been ^rangeJy mtsappr^nded by the commissioner. 
When the Doctor spoke of tiie institution's being for 
the benefit of the Hottentots, and not for thet of tbe 
eolom^, his e:&pression was, ^*that the colonists had 
no (j^ctf interest in it ;" and it is som^mAiat surprizing 
that his Majesty's commissioner could ttk comprehend 
howtte civilizatkm and moml improvement c^ the 
Huttentots mi^t indir^ct^ redound to the advantage 
of the colony in genlsral. 

A proclamation, in rdiatiod to the Hottentots, waa 
published by Lord Caledon shortly after the visit of 
Colonel CoHins to Bethelsdorp, with the most benevo* 
lent intentions on the part of his lordship ; but the pro- 
Vifflons of this enactment were so frsm^^ by those by 
whom ft was constructed, tiiat what hb lerdslup in^ 
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tended for the relief cf tlie oppilesi^ ilotteiiAtitil., %as 
practically emf)loyed' by t^^ looal aiiAcnritiki^'ofiliMfe 
coiHnrtry difeteiotd ta intt^use ihdr bordens. ''Bltt mi 
tiiis impcMaivt i^b^ect demands a tti«f6h ftdlis^ dbt^ud^ 
gion iban tf^oiiM be> sciltkUe iti'tMs' p]kil^> * ^^^^^^ 
explaikiedand ilhsdr^ytod in a fiitii^ ohdptin^. Tlle'ts^ 
eouinge^ lind ablUties of Vanderkemp were aft emptefy^ 
in tiie> good caose he had nndertaWn. nBut prdnfilieil 
whieh iw^re never fciifilled^ and prodiliiMlbiii^ imU^ 
m^e Omrngs worse, were the onlylmite «tf hiai ybeni«ii 
Afywexi)rBs(sbd of \m correspondeno^^ with' Majdi«CiP|^ 
will aflbrd^furtl^ iUufitratton on ilns ibub^ a v >vn 

Irna fetter addressed to this ma^strate^ datbd SfUM 
Jdyy IfilJOy he thus writes: *^ I timik h dtipefAiimi^>t» 
inform you of the conduct of LuoasVitn Rori^^'tt^ 
ifdrA^tiyie child of Bteikgm, and its dbtt^sedifei^r^ 
ds tiie last hx^ himself explaitaed to ym tt^fmUxci^l 
lars of this barbarous outrage> which mn^ i^/e'Hst^ 
smsibtei^artwitib horror and ia^gnatiom'tti I ** 

'^Bdt^as Bl^ta^neyester^ Idt you wsA^the'Si^vpKNi 
skkm thirt you wem not disposed <ta. do wlMl^js^tiiid 
detnsnids-~»to restore him his cfaold^ (wMeh etrtsindyf 
nmst he a tfaktake^) and con oaitgd mt aboot ihe4ieii( 
methbd to obtain jostice and protwiibn ^gi^nssl mch^ 
bnttnl disturbers of the puUic tranqidiltty^ I ^ladfitfodt 
falnfi to retom to yon in order to ut^rstaiid'tfoc^ttefi 
your nleaniii^^ which I doubt not w31 be-eafeidsktodt 
to seoiire the chilchren belongktg^ to the ihsthatfon &^» ' 
being stol^ frtitn iive highways (^'ymtrdbMdk^by'lchaMt 
racters^ vrho, m a^ Gantry where jiisliee ^U i adrnt^f 
iifltm^^«iU)Uld>nc^eilcape^gdl(»vSi^ r ^-! ^tl 

The next letter is dated BetJ[ielsdQif^lthp.64hlfoil 
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.:. ,f ^ Hie eOiicliict o£ the fidd^coraet> Ismak van Nieuvr^ 
hfrla is 90. oiifan^eDuS) in vioUting bis Excell^Key'f 
prooldtnation, mspe^ing the Hottentots is tibe servioe 
oii iJbe boois, thait I find it my indlspeiisable duty to 
^nf pkdft of it to yott> before it be brought to the eog<« 
jli^anoe ^f his Etc^Shncyp as aa instance of the op* 
{Mr^mon vtfhtdi takes place in this distnct. The fields 
qmimt not only forees Hottentots^ who hare served 
out th^ time^ to continue in service^ or to dioose (as 
ha oajfe it) a new master^ but, abusing yonr name, tells 
^m.that Jt'iid your c^der not to pass the Ghamtoos 
river before they have engiiged tiiemsdves to another 
boor. I have directed the bearers^ being instanees 
aikdfwitftesses of these proceedings^ to give you- racM 
eftpUdiiii^nnation of them/' 

^Another letter, directed to the same individual by 
Dr. ¥«Dd^kemp, and from the same j^ce^ is dacted 
aathNftverober, 1810:— 

^^ I believe that you yourself are a]iTafe> iliat these 
ootfi^fes cannot be suffered to go on in ihis iMoiner. 
I htaip^ md pray moi^ earnestly^ that the poor sufferers, 
misnkidned to you by the bearer Boatsmati^ may be 
libeiiated from thebr tyrants^ and indemnified aecdrdii^ 
td his £];i(^l^ioy's order ; that, in particular^ the Hot* 
teatols in Ahe district on the right BCb of the Chan^Oos 
limri may be secured against the lies and oppression of 
ther&ld^coniety by informing tbem of his £xoellenoy's 
ovdbfi, by which their liberty is asserted ; and, las%, 
thdd Ni6iuinrkerk<may be onteredto send the dbove^men* 
tioaed Hettmlrt^ witii bis catUe, to Bethdbsdorp/' 

The last of tiiese i^racts is from a letter, doted 
BcdieItdbrpyJaBuary4 1811, 

*^ The bearer, Winvc^el Stuurman, (who ts.to^i^- 

Vol. I. K 
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pear before the tnatrimoHial commisaioa^ to hare his 
marriage registered^) informed me that the field^oomet^ 
L van Nieuwkerk, notwithstanding yonr last proceed-! 
ings against him, continued to force Hottentots^ who 
have served out their time, to remain in his cometship, 
and in the service of the boors ; that hehimsdfhasbeen 
present when Nieuwkerk exercised this compulsion, in 
respect to Klaas Afrikaaner, which is sometimes ao« 
companied by a most barbarous treatment, as a Hot« 
tentot woman, now in the service of Mrs. Machtitid 
Potgieter, lately experienced, the particulars of ^^ch 
(and also of two Hottentots in service of Jan Meyer) 
the bearer will point out more fully io you. If, unfor* 
tunately, the measures, which I expect you will take in 
this case, should prove ineffectual to put ^n immedi^le 
stop to the outrages of this villain, and the extorted con- 
tracts shall not be rescinded, nor the injured indemnified, 
I hope you will not disapprove my representing to his Ex* 
cellency the governor, how scandalously, in your district, 
justice is trampled under foot by the vilest characters, 
and his Excellency's proclamation treated with ceii« 
tempt ; but, as such a remonstrance would unaToidaUy 
place your own conduct in an unfistvourable li^t, I 
should be extremely sorry to be brought under thi» 
painful necessity." 

From the commencement of the evils of which Van- 
derkemp ^complains, he appears to have laboured under 
a misappr^ension, which may account for tiie temper 
those letters display. He evidently believed that the 
oppressions of ^e Hottentots originated wholly with 
Major Cuyler, and he did not perceive that it had, by 
this time, become a part of the colonial system. 

After the removal of General Dund^ from the Cape 
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Ymdprk&mp beg^a bi§ mii^iQn^ry exertioi^ at Mgo^ 
Bay^ the lustory of his labours is that of one continued 
struggle to protect the people and ihe missionary in- 
sti^tion of Beftelsdorp against th^ measures of the 
local authorities of the district of Uitenhage. During 
this arduous struggle^ of which his cori^pondenpa 
affords sn^ient evidence, he did not complain in pri* 
ybU only — ^he presented his grievances before ttie ccdor 
nial government; and the following e:3^tract, copied 
from a leiieat imtten only a few months before his 
des^^ will show how little he gained by his exertions :— r 
^^ I would go anywhere," he exclaims, •' to escape 
from my pres^it situation: I cannot remain much 
longer at Bethelsdorp ; my spirits are broken, and I 
am bowed down by the landdnost Cuyler's continual 
oppressbns of the Hottentots." 

About this time a i^ter from Mr. Read to the Eli- 
reetors^ complaining of cruelties oon^mitted by the 
Christians (sO called) upon the Hottentots^ in the 
neighbourhood oi Bethelsdorp^ attracted the potice of 
the Governor, who ordered the landdrost Cuyler to 
summon Mr. Read before him^ and to investigate the 
source of those complaints. Mr. Read readily obeyed 
the sinnmons, and Ikid before him several cases of 
cruelty and of murder. Mr. Read also wrote to the 
Goveraor^ expressing his willingness to lay the &cts 
ba6>re his Excdl^^icy. The Governor accordingly 
mqi^ted both Mr^ Read and Dn Vanderkemp to ap- 
pear tolbre him at Gape Town. They immediatdy 
obeyed the summons ; and produced such pvidence of 
intolerable (^res^ioais as satisfied him ths^ a stiict in- 
^sti^ion ccight to take pkoe. A special commission 
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was appointed by the Earl of Caledon, for the abo)^ 
purpose ; but, before the investigation could take placp, 
Doctor Vanderkemp was called to make hi? appearance 
before another tribunal. * 

The solemn time had arrived, when this distipgujshecjt 
individiKtl was to be released from his labours, and 
called up to the joy of his Lord. On the morning of 
Saturday, Dec. 7th, 1811, he expounded a chaq[)ter with 
much freedom ; after which, finding himself indisposed, 
he said to a venerable mother in Israel, who had for- 
merly resided at the settlement in Bethelsdoip, ^^ Qh ! 
Mrs., Smithy I find myself extremely weak ; I should be 
glad to have an opportunity to settle my own af- 
fairs." But, alas ! this opportunity was not afforded. 
He was seized the same evening with a cold shiyef--' 
ing ; a fever ensued, and he retired to his bed. / From 
that bed he rose no more. His disorder i:api(^y ad? 
vanced, notwithi^nding the use of suitable .means ; an4 
hip surrounding friends could not but entertain the nip^t 
painful forebodings of the fatal result. It might hav^ 
been hoped that a man who had devoted so many years 
of active life to the service of his Lord, and whose lips 
had fed such multitudes with spiritual knowledge, would 
have been enabled to instruct and strengthen his aiflicled 
friends with his dying testimony to the truth and excelr 
lency of that holy gospel, to pronK>te which he had^nijadj^ 
such uncommon sacrifices. But so great wa^ the vio- 
lence of his disorder, that he was rendered almost ipqar 
pable of speaking ; a lethargic heaviness suppressed hi? 
powers, and it was with great difllcujty he could bie 
prevailed upon even to answer a question. When one of 
the friends, however, who called uponhinji a day or twp 
before Ws deceai^, ^ked him, What w^ thp stat^ qf 
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h\k mmd?-*-his short, but emphatic and satisfactory 
ahsiver was — ^^ All is well/* And in reply to a similar 
inquiry—'^ Is it light or dark with you?" he said 
^^ light ! " Light, in the best sense, it doubtless was. 
The light of his Redeemer's countenance illuminated 
the! darksome valley of the shadow of death, the har- 
binger of that brighter light which is sown for the 
righteous, ^ — ^that gladness which awaits the upright in 
heart. 

yhe history of Dr. Vanderkemp is so interwoven 
with the history of our missionary efforts in South 
Africa, that I shall be excused if I extend this chapter 
a little further by a few additional remarks upon his 
character. 

* D^. Vanderkemp was certainly one of the most ex- 
Iriaordinary characters of his age ; his natural talents 
wefe of a' high order, and in him they were united 
with ititfellectual and moral qualities, which fitted him 
fdr great exertions. Among scholars he maintained 
aii eminent rank ; he could read and write in sixteen 
Hitferent languages ; the Latin was as familiar to him as 
is Qwn vernacular tongue ; the criticisms he has left 
ehindhim on the Greek and Hebrew text of theScrip- 
llires, writteti in Greek and Hebrew, showed that he 
had excelled in sacred literature ; he had also acquired 
dorisiderable skill in Armenian, Arabic, Persic, and 
Byriiac. Amon^his books, Ifound a copy of Bayle's 
dlfctiphary^ with the margins covered with notes written 
in I'^retich, which showed great metaphysical acuteness; 
^nd se^M works in the German language, with notes 
ii trfetriiflti.' El^en when he was between fifty and sixty 
jeai^i^ of agba h Js talents for acquiring languages enabled 
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him to master the first prineipies of any language, to 
which he applied his mind, in the course of three oi* 
four months. During the few months he was in Cafier- 
land, he drew up a rough sketch of a grammar of the' 
Caffer language, and formed a vocabulary of about eight 
hundred words. 

His attainments in science were equal to his acquire- 
ments in literature. Such was his skill in mathe- 
matics, that he was regarded, when in the army, &s a 
man likely to improve the art of fortification, and the 
military tactics of his country. The profici^ticy he had 
made irt medicine, and his reputation as a physician itt 
HoUarid, have been already noticed ; aild his know- 
ledge of chemistry, natural history, comparative ana- 
tomy, and botany, would have enabled him to have done 
honour to a professorship iii any one bf those sciences, 
in any of the universities of Europe. 

In contemplating the situation of Vanderkemp, as a 
missionary in Africa, we are justified in adopting the 
words of Professor Kroiii, in a preface written by that 
gentleman, to one ot the doctor's theological works, 
published in Germany: — *^ How powerful must have 
been the conviction of Dr. Vanderkemp's mind of 
the truth and divine origin of the doctrines of the 
bible ; how deeply must such a mind have been pene- 
trated with the most cordial love to the cause of our 
blessed Redeemer ! " 

However we may differ from him in some of his 
opinions ; whatever notion we may form of some of 
his peeilliarities, now *^ that death has set his seal 
upoii iiis character, and placed it beyond thfe t-each of 
fortune," it will be admitted by eVery one' whoise mind 
has been elevated by an enlargied benevolence, thdt 
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mc\\ a saeiifioe of personal comfort, such a consecration 
of talents^ of literature, and of science, as is exhibited 
in the iexttmple before us, in an attempt to evangelize, 
to ciViliie, and to elevate one of the most oppressed 
aiid degraded classes of human beings> furnishes one 
df the most sublime spectacles upon earth. 

It may h6 remarked by some, that Africi was not a 
sphere sufficiently extensive for such great and varied 
attainments : but when we consider how much the abo- 
rigines of that country wanted, at that time, a protector ; 
and reflect upon the courage, the zeal, the incorruptible 
Integrity, and the weight of character attached to Dr. 
Vanderkemp, we must admire the wisdom of Provi- 
dence in directing his attention to this sphere of action. 
He is entitled to the praise of pure disinterestedhess, a 
quality of great importance in a missionary. To the 
tnissionaries who were his fellow labourers, he was a 
father and an adviser. His history in Afriba furnishes 
sufficient proofs trf his zeal and his devotedness to the 
great dbjects of his mission; but it is to his exer- 
tions in the cause of the oppressed aborigines that we 
are to look for the grandeur of his character, and the 
Most effident part of his services*. 

OAers may have been, more successful than even 
Vanderkemp in conveying the elementary parts of 
instruction to the savages under their care ; and it was 
less matter of surprise to find him occasionally in- 

* A gentleman Well acquainted with the circumstanfces of Dr. 
Vanderkemp, in a letter addressed to the Rev. G. Burder, secre- 
tary to the London Missionary Society, dated the 31st of May, 1826» 
Uses the foUdwihg expressions :— " You well recollect the struggles 
that the late Dr. Vanderkemp had for the poor HottentbtS : he died 
in the battle, when at Cape Town, to repi-esent their suflerings." 
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vigpratipg hisinind witjb ]tiie abstruse s^(}les, io wlych 
h« bad b^en formf^rly accustomed, than to ofeiierye hm^ 
so frequepily as he was to be seai, with the,a}ph^be|: 
m his. hcHid^ teaching . the savc^^es their liters ; hf^ 
some, of the xpissionaries, who were in Afrioa at thj^ 
timcbi whp supposed he paid too mucb attention lo \^ 
studio and his books, have since admitted that \t.wm 
owing to his persevering and vigorous eflEprts, that th^y 
l^d been allowed to continue their labours^ arid tiia£ 
onmit^ated slavery is not now the law of &e Isaid* 

In, a country where slavery obtaws, the mind 
canpot remain long in a state of neutrality. By ^a 
residence,, in such a country, a stranger from Eur^^ 
will either have his aversion to the slave system in- 
careased* or that aversion will gradually subside, and 
hm synipitbied fi>r the slave will at last be e^tahangi^,: 
perhaps imperceptibly to himself, for the i^iews and 
feelings of the master. This assimilation to the feelri 
ipgs t<rf the slave-holder, is a process which is often <j0m- 
pleted, before the person, nnder the deteriorating influt- 
enoe b^ which it is carried on, is aware of the change^, 
MeUi without a high degree of religious and moral 
principle, may be brought by habit and fomiliarlty to. 
tolerate any ihing. ^^ Wh^i pains, punishments,, tor*^ 
ture, and death are made the business of mankind^^ 
compassion, the joint associate of the heart, is drivein; 
from its place, and the eye, accustomed to continual 
cruelty, can behold it without oflfence/' If these re- 
marks give a correct view of tlie eflFect of a (amiliaiity 
with the natural evils Of slavery, they are stBl more 
applicable to the influence of the habitual view of it's 
demoralizing tendency^-the most objectiojiafale, revpitr 
ing, and yet infectkxus part of the^steai, i • 
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' We are tiot tfMKjuaihted with Ae abstract views enter- 
a^!^ by Dr. Vattdefkemp on this question previoas to 
his at*rival iii South Africa, but the features under which 
the sutijeet was presented to him when he beeame a 
ihi^dionary^ produced an effect upon his mind which 
gave rise 16 one of the most objectionable actions of 
MsXvhoIe Hikj and which gave currency to calumnies 
circulafted against him by his enemies, which otherwise 
^?^d have never gained credit beyond the cirfcJe in 
which ihey had originated. During the first years of 
his residence in South Africa, he redeemed, out of his 
own private property, seven slaves ; and one of these 
he married, — ^from a sympathy, I firmly believe, with 
the degraded condition of that class of people, and from 
d Ittistaken' liotion that he would, by that means, elevate 
them. His benevolence in this instance is mGreiso be 
admired than his' knowledge of hmnan nature, and he 
KVed td'secf ated regret his mistake. 

"And here I* may remark, that from the flexlbilHy of 
tile* (human mind, easily to accommodate itself to its 
oircumktances, ari&^d one of Ihe greatest dangers mis- 
sicm^eehave ta encounter among undvilizedtiribes^; 
arid/ they require all the aid to be derived from the 
sOdJety^ otfltivated females to preserve nnbreten the 
habits formerly acquired in the intercourse of dvilized 
Me^. -^ ,..:.: ■ 

-Ji;. ;i,ft . • ' . ' ' ■ • - ■ - • ■ • 

'4 I'irav^ b^n inibrmedby sotne mifisidnarie^ tllat, after havibgf 
DcfiHedl '9weriil years among aavag»lribcs, tbey found en tfaeir^celiunDi 
tp.rt^ cfj^ny pf the Q?pe of Good Hop^e, tbe ^ti^ette of pociety 
sijcb a burden to them, that they frequently found it ^ relief to steal 
from company, that they might resign themselves to the freedom 
td^whibb iHby \irere accustomed among the natives, who had ac- 
companied tbem»i»»l'Wh<rtMteiidei(lth)sirtW«g]^Sv]> , 
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Dr. Yanderkemp had fkults : his mind was not cast 
in the common mould ; but ^^ the front of his offending" 
in the eyes of the colonists was^ his hatred of oppres- 
sion^ and his uncompromising eeal for the cause of the 
oppressed. But hr this, ^ery thing dse would have 
been easily forgiven ; and he would have been as muc^ 
the object of admiration among the abettors of oppress- 
sion as he was the subject of their aversion and hatred* 

I feel no difficmlty in applying to this remarkable 
individual the character of a true missionary, as deli* 
neated by the late Bishop Hurd^ in his sermon befoyra 
the Society for the Propagation of the Goiq^l in Fo- 
reign Parts. 

^^ Hie difficulties> the dangers, the distresses of all 
sorts, which must be encountered by the Christian vm- 
sionary, require a more than ordinary degree of virtue^ 
and will be only sustained by him whom a fervent love 
of Christ, and the quickening graces of his spirit have 
anointed^ as it were, and consecrated him to this aidu- 
ous Service. Then it is that we have seen the faithful 
minister of the word go forth with the zeal of an 
apostte, and the constancy of a martyr. We^ have seen 
him forsake ease and affluence, a competency, at leaat, 
and the ordinary ccwnforts of society ; and with the 
gospel in his hand, and his Saviour in his hearty make 
his way through burning deserts and the howling wil- 
derness, braving the rage of climates, and all the in- 
conveniences of long and perilous voyages ; submittmg 
to the drudgery of learning barbarous languages, and 
to the disgust of complying with barbarous manners ; 
watching the dark suspicions, and exposed to the ca- 
pricious fury of savages ; courting their oflG^sive so- 
ciety, adopting their loathisome customs^ and assimi- 
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Idting hk T^ry nature almost to theirs ; in a word^ en- 
during' all things, and becoming all things towards 
them, in the patient hope of finding a way to their 
good opinion ; and of succeeding finally in his un- 
wearied endeavours to make the word of life and sal- 
vatibn not unacceptable to them. 

** I confess, when I reflect on all these thmgs, I 
humble myself before such heroic virtue ; or rattier, I 
addt^e ttie grace of God in Christ Jesus, which is able 
to produce such examples of it in our degenerate 
world/' 

Dr. Vanderkemp's mind was truly iiidq)endent in 
all its movements. He might occasionally assume too 
high ground, when called upon to vindicate the Hot- 
tentots : his letters to the governor, and other consti-* 
tttted authorities of the colony, might have too much 
sharpness in them ; but it may be urged in his defence 
that his provocations vfere great ; that this very fault 
arose from his instinctive abhorrence of injustice an4 
oppt^ssion ; and that while the warmth of his benevo- 
lent zeal occasionally involved him in trouble, it has 
had the happiest influence in protecting the Hottentots 
against much Suflfering, which they must have other- 
wise endured, and has laid the foundation of those civil 
libertiefe which it is to be hoped will be speedily 
secured to them. 

** Servant of God, well done ; well hast thou fought 
The better fight, who single hast maintained. 
Against revolted multitudes, the cause 
Of Truth, in word mightier than they In arms ; 
And for the testimony of truth hadt borne 
Universal reproach, far worse to bear 
Thiiti violence ; ,for this was all thy care. 
To stand approved in sight of God, though wo?14^ 
Judg*d thee perverse." — Milton. 
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I shall ooiKJude this digression, if it may be so ealled^; 
by a» observation arising natorally out of the yiew just 
giveh of Dr. Vanderiienap's character. 

While the directorsof our Missionary^oci6ti6s*sh0uid* 
not be wholly indifierent to the opinion of the ^orid; 
in. reigpect to our missionaries, there are eireutpstandesi 
under which they should be careful how they refceifv*^^ 
anything prejudicial to th^ reputation^ ev^i thrdiigh 
th^ «iedium of their professed friends. This; remaik 
is pftrtfcnl^rly ap^dicahle where their mfesionaries: at 
agents are n^n of ^ninent abilities^ and where^thw 
oircumBtances require a deviation from the humUe tbn* 
tine of jordioary life. Lake persons standings on ah' 
el0vdfted ground, we easily comprehend tiie situatioil of 
ibmp iWbo are< beneath ns^ while we find: H i^ibssibl^ 
torfoQ^miaAy suitable conception iof the alimtioit of tkc^ 
who arei placed, in more elevated sitnationa fl%^ mn^ 
vepltti0as> the generalizations, ihe plan^ of: sofperibr 
iP($n areiuninteliigible to litUe ndnds ; and nottring % 
more usual withns in common life than to censofeJii^i 
we do not undeirstand. ^ ••'•^ 

Oft the arriv^ of the deputation of the Looidon' Mi^ 
sionary Society, in South Africa, of which I was a 
member, the clamour against Dr. Vanderkemp was 
so loud, and so universal, — ^the stories circulated 
respecting him, to the prejudice of his character, 
were so numerous, so minute in their details, and ap- 
peared to be so well authenticated, that I was above 
eighteen months in the colony before the unfavourable 
impression made upon my own mind was removed. 
The missionaries, to whom I was introduced on my 
first arrival in the colony, were not personally ac- 
qucunted with him ; and they had listened to the re- 
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pDrfa and> idibibed the prejmfices of his ^emied. One 
Qp two weH-^meaning individuals whom I afterwards 
met^ who had some slight acquaintance with him, 
ijibugbt him a good man, and vindicated him against 
the ealuDlnies etroulated agiiinst him, but they could- 
Qot'sympatiibe with him in his zeal for the rights of 
ike Hottentots. 
^ The missionaries are the only real protectors th^ 
Hottentots have in Sonth Africa, At the rtiSsibiiary 
stations. tinie Hottentots are treated like rational beings; 
and there they are taught the value of their labour; 
andth^se circumstances are crimes as unpardoriabte iii 
the eyes of tinir oppress(M*s^ as opposition in patiiament' 
V> the continuance of slavery is^ in the eyes of the 
Wbst Indm planters^ and its other abettors. The pro^ 
|»9ei(om> iii Qttr sugar islands, are not more alarmed by* 
any plan. proposed for the abolition of slaivery, tbanihe^ 
inhabitants off the colony of the Gape of Good Hope 
ave-by any exertions to improve tlie diaracti^r of th^ 
Hottbentots) and to raise them above th^rptresentde*'' 
gradation, so as to place them in circumstances where^ 
th^ migkt aicqdire pPdperty^ and become independent. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

^m^ks on the Colonial Prpelamatio^ of 1SQ9.^ 

To explain the nature of the struggle which Dp. Van- 
derkemp find succeeding missionaries htive had to 
maintain in South Africa^ in their attempts to iotro- 
dnce religion and civilization among the native tribes, 
and to set in a clear point pf view the qbstades thrown 
in their way, not only by the local authorities^ but by the 
government itself,— J shall^ in this and the subsequent 
chapter, oflFer some remarks on the laws respecting the 
Hottentots, which have served to perpetuate smd screeq 
every kind of abuse ; and I shall begin with flie pro* 
clamation of 1809, which has been most erroneously 
styled the ^* Magna Charta of the Hottentots.'* 

^^ General reasonings," says one of the most aicute 
writers f of the last century, *^ seem intricate merely be- 
cause they are general ; nor is it easy jfor the bulk of 
mankind to distinguish, in a great number of particu- 
lars, that common circumstance in which they all agree, 
or to extract it, pure and unmixed, from the other 
superfluous circumstances. Every judgment or con- 
clusion, with them, is particular. They cannot enlarge 
their view to those general propositions which compre- 
hend under them an infinite number of particulare, and 
include a whole science in a single theorem. Their eye 
is confounded with such an extensive prospect; and 

* For this proclamation, see Appendix. f Hume. 
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the eonclusicms derived frf)in % even though elearly 
expressed^ seem intricate and obscpre." 

These remarks have been sugg^ted to my memory 
efiener than once, on re^ng the praises bestowed by 
an intelligent writer on the proclamation of 1809 re^ 
apecting the rights and privileges of the Hdtentots* 
An individual not well acquainted with the interior 
^ the cdony of the Cape of Good llope^^ would 
leqnire great perspicacity indeed to be ahle to detect 
th^ lurking mischief which exists in this proplama? 
ticoi^ under the ambiguous phrases by which it is con^ 
cealed. 

I shall begin my strictures on the procl^fnation hy 
giving a brief abstr^ of its pontents ip tbp following 
points :— It enacts th»t the individjifds pf th^ Hottentot 
nation, in the mm^ mam^r as the other inhf^itants of 
the colony, shall be sulyeot tp proper regularity ip 
regard to their places of abode and occupation ; — ^that 
no Hottentot shall be allowed to leave the district or 
field-com^cy in which he resides without the cQns^nt of 
tiie landdro^ ; — that every person hiring a Hottentot 
for more thap a -months shall enter into and sign a 
written contract with him before a magistrate, in which 
shall be stated the names of the parties contracting^ th@ 
terms of their contract* the amount of wages^ when to 
be paid, &c. &c,, and each party to be furnished witf» 
a CQpy;-:-tbat the person so contracting shall be at 
liberty to indnde his wife and children in the contract/ 
who are also to be supplied mik clothing and the neces^ 
saries of life ; — ^that at the expiration of his agreement 
the Hottentot shall be at liberty to depart with hia 
&mily and cattle, or what othef property he may have, 
if he ehpi^^ses^ m^ enter into dm service of another 
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master^ or act in any other manner the laws of the colptnf 
admit; — ^that in case the master do not p^y tib#,iMl)ff^ 
at the time agreed on, the Hottentot is alloiwfid tpi<>dgft 
a complaint against him before the lapddfost^^iid Y^v^t 
raden, who shall not only oblige the mftate?' tOl pajt* 
but shall cause him to forfeit his claim to the ire^i pCth^ 
time of the contract, and the amount of such Jaeowswfes 
as he shall have provided; — ^that iq caae qjCJJfetres^iw 
ment, proved by the Hottentot before the lapddrosjtai^ 
heemraden, the master shall be fined &om.ion:tQ 6% 
rix-dollars, and the servant be discharged}; if, Jwrwi 
ever, he fails in his proof, and it is fbimd ihnt.lieh^d 
urged complaints wantonly and maliciously^ be ishatt 
receive such correction as the nature of the c$i3etsl>^ 
require; — ^that in case of ill-treatmeot. afioompamfii 
with mutilation, the fiscal or landdrost st^^tpnMiemt)^ 
according to the law of the colony ;-r-Tth^ gfeubLtlwi 
Hottentot request it, the master ]my^ii{qply>:bin\yHib( 
clothing, and other necesi^ries, as part ^oftbisiwagti^ 
provided the value of such supplies d^alL> aiitibe )^m^ 
they were giyen, be notified to tte'Wardj»«5tefl.i>Fifii^letfi 
comet, vho^ on the Hottentot's affiirnHngiti^i^QlP^jb 
shall keep a register of it, lest< any dispute gdbkoiiM'ame; 
about the payment of wages ;'^^-tiiat $piritii0i:^.liqiionl 
shatt-not be coAsiflered neocssanes, njoratoy.alkifflt^ 
deducted for them; — ^that in cast tJi^^Hottieiikit. falMi 
been* supjplied with mo|*e arti€le& thaathe anonftiofiiiis 
waged, tbe mast» shall. not on tfaatacooiiQthbte(ja&;^u 
claim on the. Hotteitot*s ftitore 8errqeds|,loridetilanril{^ 
wife and children after the time of contract has expired, 
oil a pretence of security for what Wpiay p\*ej btt! fejiiall^. 
prosecute the Hottentot before ^he lg^id^ost».?vh.o,;,upij^ 
findmg tbe 4^ to be well Ibiui^ded^ sMI^^i^^^ 
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Hfetten^ tcy pay it, and leaving the ftiaster to fcairy flte 
isetedemwatitm into effect; — that in case <^f the desrih of 
fli^ Hottentot/ his wife and children shaJl be at liberty 
to leave ihe service^ tinless personally engaged ;— thai 
tl|^ i H6t(eAt()t shall be bound to serve his master^ 
dtiHhg'th^ lime of hfe contract, diligenily and honestly, 
with 3>rDper sobniission> on penal^ of receiving (on 
Wedl'foiJinded compkihts) domestic correction, by ordei* 
if^tl^ knddroi^, co^afis^atbn of wag^, tempdravy 
6onfi£Nfemeit> aiid in cases of contisMac^ move mfWfA 
doniestk pimi$}imettt, and be^^mpelled to serve the fall 
ikm ^Pihe agireiement ;~-that in cases of public cri-^ 
Ha^l oJSen^ee he is to be prosecuted by the fiscal -op 
h&ddrost ift'tbe usual manner ;^^hat no person ^hatt 
kbeiatiHottentot without bis having a oertificatef^ ^tiief 
frmn ^ina^^ dr the fiscal or laiiddr^t» dedd^§ tbat 
ke^ls^< liberty to engage with another toaster;— 4Wid,» 
lasfly,ithat'pvery Hottentot gcraig abont •ttfe cdttnfry,^ 
eftiu^ jn Ae^sefmp of bis master (or* otber lawful (Hssi- 
tii&»^^ «buiM be' provided with a pass^ either itaia his 
noiaister or a magistrate^ on penalty of being* treaitedas* 
a'Vagabond ; every one io whose house* a Hottentot 
cmxim %]ieing ailthorized to demand his^ pass^ anfl in* cade 
fae^jB^t provideii m&t one» to deliver him to dise next 
ma^s4nrate, wiio shall act, alter* due in^uivy^ aa he^ shall - 
feti incumbent: i^pon him. 

" AJBlet paymg a just tribute of praise to tibe d^rMb&s 
ol Lord iCMedon/ the able author of tiie ^' State ofti^ ^ 
CapQ^ Good Hc^ k 1822^/' notices thme diffienm« 

if ,The f^ifthor of ^is woik, though he has not giveu his.nawe to 
it, IS well known to be W. Wilberforce Bird, Esq.^ a gentleman to 
irlMi4* 'kindness aiid^tltt>anity 1 have pleasure in acknowledging 
^^ifaUiMid^ oMny oUlgiUdiis/ both hi' hH^priVdi^ <*^paeUy U^ ^^ 

Vou I. L 
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measures of his government as deserving of praise, viz. 
the establishment of the Circuits Court ; the supplying 
Cape Town with water ; and this proclamation, which 
he calls the '' Magna Charta" of the Hottentots. On 
the first of these measures we shall not now make any 
remarks ; and, as we have no concern with the second, 
11^ shaU confine our attention to the last. 

•^ This proclamation/' says our author, ^^ rescued 
the Hottentots from a system of hardship and cruelfy 
practised towards them by the Boors, whicA would, in 
a short time, have extinguished tiie race : so great waiS 
their terror of their barbarous masters, that it was in the 
dead of night, when, unseen by their vindictive em- 
ployers, they ventured to communicate their wrongSj^ 
and to implore the mercy of the governor, at that time 
on a jcmraey through the frontier." * That tiie Hotten- 
tots applied to Loni Oaledon in this manner, and that 
his lordship intended this proclamation should afford 
them relief, are facts I see no reason to doubt. In 
travelling through the colony, I have had Hottentots 
who have travdled many miles under night to show me 
the marks of cruelty inflicted upon their bodies, and to 
plead with me that they might have liberty to join a 
missionary institutiour If such occurrences were fiie- 
quent during my. recent joumies into the interior, there 
can be no reason to suppose they did not take place in 
1808 ; and it was, perhaps, fortunate for the individual 
Hottentots who at that period applied to his Excel- 



a public servaat of the government ; but on the subject now under 
consideration, as well as several others discussed or referred tp ii| 
his otherwise valuable book, I musjt express ofui^ons ^i^qget^Mr- «t 
variance with those of the author^ 
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lOfiey^ thl^t sttob a man as Lord Caledon was govemm* 
of the colony^ aad that they oould find the means of 
m^esB to him. 

In 1891 above a dozen Hottentots came from a con** 
nderable distance to Cape Town^ to throw themselves 
at th^ feet iOf the acting governor^ to pray for deliver-i 
ance from cruel oppre^ion ; and many more wonld 
]|»a¥e followed their example from the same place^ had 
I not prevented them< This circumstance of the Hot* 
tentots applying to Lord Caledon, shows that they were 
oppressed, and, were that benevolent nobleman to visit 
that colony and miJ^e a tour through it, he would find 
as many cojmplaints oi the same nature as those whicA 
gay^ rise to the pro^lamatipn of 1809. All the enact- 
m^ts which esoanated from the bead and heart of Lord 
(Makdcm were characterized by wisdom and benevo- 
lence; hvt it is no reflection on his lordship to say 
th^t be might be deceived^ wJ^n be was under the ne- 
cessity pf submitting to the judgmOTt of others. The 
proclainaticm of 1809 was a case of this nature: the 
WQSit important pait of this proclamation was suggested 
to C()lonel Collins, bis Majesty's Commissioner, men- 
tioned ^ibove, by an individual well known to have been 
deeply interested in otjpressing the Hottentots. By 
Qolonel Colons tiiese suggei^ons wei^ handed over to 
apotJiM^ gentlemaUi who claimed to bimsdf, in my 
^^^aring, th^ whole merit of the proclamation, tcffling 
jfl/a that it was ^^ a child of hip own." 

Under the Dutch government, the farmers bad al- 
vifays 8^ number of Hottentots about them, and> wh«a 
ibes^ left their service, if they did not escape from that 
patt ^ Ibe ciMmtry, orme^ with protection, they were 
frequently compelled to return to them j but, while the 

L2 
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iarmer eraroisedan auiQiority of this kki(U eontraty t0 
law^ the Hottentots mi^t oecg^ioiiaUy obtaia redressi 
and many of that nation were then allowed 4o m^m^ef 
over the colony, in a state of fire^dom^ mtii thfeh- heifd3 
and flocks. Does/ this proclamation go to the "root^ of 
this evil? Does it set aside theuignst blabos of Ith^ 
timers on the Hottentots ? The very reverse is »the 
^ase: k legalizes those c^ms, and it consigs3>4H<$ 
Hottentots andiheir posterity to uniy^^ and bopdiesHi 
slavery. ' v 

The preamble of this proclamation states ffaat*^ 
^^ Whereas, for the benefit of this coltoy at laorge, itk 
necessary, that not only the individuals of the Hob^ 
tentot nation, in the same manner as tibe dthef inha- 
bitants, should be subject to proper regalarity, in r^ard 
to iheir places of abode and ocoupattons> but also ihat 
tfiey should find tmomagtmerd for entering ibe service 
of the-inhabifeints, to leading an iiidolent Yd^'*8cci &a 
©ne might have been led to expect from' this' pre^ 
amble, that the Hottetitots vrere to be ■ placed linderihe 
mme T^guhtiom m^ the other iwkabittmts, a^d tiieA 
ttiis ati^picious iirtroduction was to be Mowiediy^ 
string of regulations, protecting them from dppressiow!, 
arid, at the same time, specifying the enoomraigemeiiit 
they x^re to meet with. Bat whatever were^ the intMh 
tions of Lord G^eddn, the provisions of <ys ehacimeii*, 
it will soon be perceived, were totally inttdeqwate f >ib 
produce such a re^lt. Had it been intended that-^tiie 
Hottentots shcruld be undet^ the s^me tegulationis with 
the cblonists, as it i^espected their plttces of:abbdfe ^d 
flieir occupations, a separate article in the procfamA^iiim 
oh tfife head was unnecessary ; the publication of '^flie 
^Kddting^iaws of theeoloityi hatving a J^datidn to! the ^^«^ 
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leAsiB^ was all' that was reqmred r but, instead of being 
placed under tiie dame laws widi tiie colonists, it will be 
see»> when we enter a little more into detail^ that the 
'Whole 'Hottefttot population are^ by this veryproclama- 
^n, placed in a stete of the most wretched servitude^ 
imd entirdy left at the disposal of the cokmistsk 

In the seeond Article of this proclamation, ordaining 
ihat every person having a Hottentot far a month or 
mdre^ i^ll enter into a written contract, &o. there are 
many good provisions ; but^ inconsequence of theomis- 
sidn to pioTide &^ a particular case^ much hwdship is 
experienced by the Hottentots under contract ^imong 
4lie coldnii^. 

As iim law now stands^ as estaUbhed by tibe provi<- 
kifiins^of this Article^ the Hottentot> in enftering into a 
ioohtra<^ t^gages to labour ibr a given peiiod. ; and it 
?iiotiinfrQ4uen% he^ens^ that^ from some unavoidable 
4»iise^.es illne$s> oir the meeimg with some dangarotis 
ao^denti he is prevented from actually labouring during 
^ihe whole period of the contract, but^ as no provision 
isiimalde forsudi an ooottrrenc^ Ae following practice 
is digitally adopted:^ — ^the coniractca* insists thfl^t the 
MamB of the contract have not been fulfilled, and that 
it ia^ theirefore, accessary that. such Hottentot should 
oremaiBy ai^ work out those days> or weeks, or months, 
adoring wbicht he may* from the causes aboviern^entioip^d, 
^haverbeen prevented from fulfilling (a§ it is termed) his 
vcttgiagftnjent This is a pr4atice> I believe, unknown 
M otbpr ciii^ilis^d statesi and is one of those hardships 
jwfcch is, peculiar to the condition of the unfortynate 
tab«igiifces of So^ih. Africa. In coloniesj, where th? 
f39l0rmng ;^lass!^s are all common slaves^ it is impr^cr 
;^t@i];)kyrfori il> Buch circumstances, 8Vch losses must 
devolve upon the proprietor, 
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The third Article of the proclamation requires no 
retiaarkfe. The fourth contains a clause whidh is not 
very obvioui^ in its tendency, but tvhich neutralises aH 
its more liberal provisions. It is ordained in this 
article, that a Hottentot, when the period of his ser- 
vitude has expired, ^^ is at liberty, with his wife sitid 
children, if they are with him, and With dl his cattle, 
and other property, of whatever nature it may be, to 
leave his master, and enter into anottiei^s tservice ; or/* 
it is added^ " to act in any other manner the laws of tite 
colony admit of." It is to the last clause that the cen- 
sure contained in the preceding remarks is pointed. 

The phrase, ^^ the laws of the colony admit of,*' is lia- 
ble to similat* objections with that part of the preamble tm 
which I have already made some anirtiadversiotis. To 
say the leasts it has left the meaning of the governor 
undefined, and thereby opened a door for the iritroduction 
of a system of the most cruel oppression. Here I ttmst 
be allowed to ask, what is the of Aer manner in whi<ili*the 
laws of the colony adhiit Hottentots to act? The Hot- 
tentot has but one or other cf the alternative which 
follow J he must again enter into service at the pteastfite 
of his superior, or be treated as a vagabondr lis any 
Hottentot At liberty to make a purchase of land? irfr 
have grants ever been offered to any one of these natives 
of government land in any part either in the counti^ or 
in the villages '? or is he at liberty, without the permis 
sion of government, to possess himself of tndocctt^ed 
spots> upon which he might maintain his cattle, and 
there take up his fiied abode, in conformity wilh thte 
provisbns of Article 1st? or, further, do the laws of 
the colony admit of his procee^ng beybttd the bOUftd*- 
ries of the colony with his cattle atld all hife prbpfettf? 
or, finally, is he at liberty^ consisterttly eveb:Wittf*ttyfe 



%M^ b enter ad libitam into our iistitutions f And if so» 
have those inrtitationd sufficient land to enable tham to 
support the oattle of all those Hottentots vciio might 
wUh to avail then^elves of tiie cation ? If it be founds 
on obtaining replies to these several queries^ that the 
bws of the colony do not admit of Hottentots acting 
in any of tiie modes stated above^ surely it will be 
allowed that some furth^ provision is required^ pcnnt- 
faig out tibe precise manner of acting which ^^ the laws 
of the colony" do admit of: and unhappily for the 
Hottentot nation^ this omisision in the proclamation has 
t^r^ted as a very serious hardship, and has doubfless 
contributed to frustrate the benevolent intentions of the 
govelrnor towards them. 

From the above premises, it is evident that the Hot- 
tentots have no option left them but to exchange one 
servke for another, till age or infirmities have rendered 
them unfit to labour, or till they reach that state where 
*^ the weary are at rest^ and the wicked cease from 
troubling." 

By the omission of whidi we complain in this pro^ 
damation^ the Hottentots Bxe evidently left by govern- 
ment without any security for their property ; for of 
course cattle (which, it is well known, forms the chief 
property of a Hottentot) can never be considered as 
secured by law to those persons who are prevented, 
through the operation of those same laws, from possess* 
ing one inch of land* 

Further, they are condemned to a perpetual state of 
servitude, nor have they the power, by any exertion, 
however great and praiseworthy, of liberating tbem- 
sdves from the bondage ; for, no sooner is the period 
of their contract for serving one inhabitant expired, but 
it bocomn^ necessary for them to enter into service again^ 



aiyi^t^^^jOiJiyiC^pQ left toji^^^ 

\fi^ »€jpg^ge, luwpelf ,tQ jtibe i^nw iM*ter, ;or to i auottteiri 

Tb^^, (^p^UoPj tberefprei is, in4Ws o^Wfiwti Imgile rotew 

h^yj^i I g^n^mlly a . bopey hcmevw &int> thui Aey » may 
pp^ibly O40 ,dfLy ohtaia their freedom ; mid> tke< iatif 
^^^, ;Qf . p, i^Q^eir, or their owja exerttom^ maj in. aomki 
ca^i^. r^izie: it y hi^ to ihe.Hotteittot Qati(Hi> od at least^i 
i^. I?y, %, H^, gwater portioa of it,, 5m> sudb hope >id U5UI 
c#i;^.t r. ; ^ ' . . ■■ .' - • ' i^ '. ' ji! 

. , Aooth^r a(i)«$i^quenQe thaik hafe enstttd from ihisr joods^ 
^OP iE^ th^t/the-Mfiwl pr^tice observed nowiiaftleost 
in.il^e^di^trijQtof Uiteubage» by landdrostsv'fidd^4KHtlete»t 
an4 ta^o^y tb^ ii)habitaiit$ geoevally, appeaoi tbbe 
altogether at variance with the intended parpodesr«f 
gpy^qqiept ;. for beingi it is^suppoe^A^ imabl^liofdii^- 
Govef tibkeioth^H manner.of ai(^i^^ permitted to^HottefeN 
tq^s r by ^ ikbe /kiv^; oS the colony, i they/seenK getttewHyi toi 
^v/f /dro^i^n ft^ conclusion) tthat rthere k^i no other <iil€^iodi 
l^n tibat of serving tk^m* I^e: custom now, ' tiieiiefoMl/ 
i^ forrai94jist<^ to giive toJbtisHottentoi^8Gffvant,tat:^ 
€(s:piratiQfi of the time $tipdb<(ed in hb oa«tFad;,ta^a^ 
t^,t^ p?l§i,rest fieW-cornet, by whom be ia i»aidfy W 
%me4<tbatbe vmst ooiitraM again im^oediately; ociM 
ib^t i$.,|iQt idon^, be is pirovided: with:&ipass^tjk) liktf 
l^fi^rpR^.pf :^ ^^hiis :who juay diredi him to fiqd -a» 
Tfi^jr, initvvp w^i^fos/ <iwot. dayfif^ of (a3= far as«ny iseicii^ 
rijiy go^s ^j^ tbp! law prpvid^ agaiii^ at), m iimohmas^i 

J. Jb |tb,?i^i*thAr|flsle;wpb«^ 
\^Gj^/th€( , JSott^utpt ^bas t^pi^pe^t ^n^prefeidhg jaiowi^ 
jj^at ^^li Jtr^trwfttiagaiwst .hi» >mi)steri:-f-tIfLttiuBi tin^ 
j«^R^.«^^?W^d^WSi ."^ fWaQ||jpt*aiw4ilaiak)rii>:Ab6a^ isiW 
^ay, the losis of an arm, or an eye, 5tc, the punishment 
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is 'to 1)6 b^mttiuted hf o. fine not exceeding fifty rix- 
doHiLrs^ 'and not under ten rix-doUars ; but if it is found 
thdttiteHotteBtot has urged his complaint wantonly 
aoiAaialieiooBly^ it is ord«ined, that he shall receive such 
canfBctim^ as the nature of the case shall require. 
Wli^e' a ds- recolteeted that the ju<%es in these cases are 
tkeniselves farmers (for an appeal to the court of circuit 
by a Hottentot^ in sodi oases^ is out of the question^ 
a^d, lonqy add^ would prove useless^) the offender can 
have little to apprehend^ and the complainant but UtUe 
to ikope ibr; Wb^i a Hottentot complains^ he is im- 
medistibely put into the pruon, in durance vile^ till his 
Q»ffitfir or mistress, against whom the complaint is made^ 
^ita^be brought to appear to answer the complaint be- 
iDre^lhe ^anddroet; 

^Inottiis miseral^ situation the complaining Hotten- 
tot^iiliaryS be &me days or three weeks before the master 
isrlnittaqgfatitotan examination. Such a law might be 
itaadejto^dJscooiiagecomplidnts ; and a statute which 
e^oddb make 3t capita ibr a Hottentot to complain 
^^inst his naster would have the same effect; but 
i!(4Hi]edtiiisG)0iirageis cbm^^amts^ it excludes the poor 
Il(»tteintots! fix)m the very hope of redress^ and shuts 
ttiem up i in. reeUess (despair. After the wretched suf- 
ferer *kts perhaps crept on hid han<fe and his knees to 
»ckpb 'from Ms (^pressor, and has been obliged to 
seek4iis iwajy td fee A-ostdy^ in the night/ and conceal 
hiaiMjIf'aeitog the bushes through the day, lest he* 
should be discovered and seized by his .oppressor be- 
fimeift^bskllodged h^ complamt, he is treated as a 
eriratinalsiifcy'beiftgiput w prison ; and before any in- 
vest^^bbtahel^Iace; he is t^tibjected'to what in Eng- 
tehd W!C)iiJ4^'% as a severe punisbroent 



F^m sadi a (X)mm6aceiB^t the resott may he aiidi^ 
Ipated. 

Accorditag to the law of habeas corpm^ the accused 
party caa demand a trial oh a certain day» beyond 
which it cannot l^ delayed ; but the injured party^ in 
the ca3e of tte poor Hottentot, is not only tniprismied 
on making^ his oomplaint^ but he may he kept ih&tt 
during the pleasure of the local authority^ or till thid 
aggressor^ if he be a favourite with that authority, find 
it convenient to answer to the diarges preferred 
against him« When the period at which the Hotten- 
tot is to be heard airivies, a scene is ^resent^ in pen- 
feet keeping with the other parts of the colonial sys<- 
tern. The Hottentot is draped from his dungeon^ 
pale and emaciated, and perhaps labouring under a 
pulmonary complaint^ which has been much aggravated 
by the unwholesome and damp air of the cell in wUch 
he has been confined^ io take the place of a prisoner at 
the bar of the worshipful court before which he is to 
be tried ; while the farmer is all this time seen strutting 
about through the court-house, — either biting his lips 
as he glances a disdainful eye at the accuser, (whom I 
must call the prisoner,) or whispering into the ears 
of his judges, intimating the ^.miliar terms on which 
they stand, or bullying and setting them at defiance. 
The trial at last commences with a string of questions 
put to the prisoner, (that is, the accuser,) by the courti 
or by his master* All the time this species of torture 
is going forward, the members of the court and the 
spectators are making significant motions to each other 
by certain nods of the head, movements of the eydids^ 
and sardonic grins ; and during all this process, the Hot- 
tentot hears in whispers around him, such phrases as 
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** WW c&tcYi it;" ^ you may see in that Hottentofsface 
what is awaiting* him ; these filthy beasts are ruined by 
indalgience; they are the most idle, worthless set of 
people upon earth ; they are good for nothing t31 their 
backs are tanned with the shamboc !'* 
^ Such is the tremendous risk under which a Hottentot 
must enter a complaint against his master before a 
ttikgistrate^ that he may suffer the most cruel hardships 
in prison before his complaint is heard ; and after it is 
fceard. In a great majority of cases in which his com* 
plaints are well founded^ he may be severely flogged 
for having made them, and compelled to return to the 
service of the man whose cruelties he before found in- 
supportable, and whose treatment is not likely to be- 
come milder by the means taken to obtain redress. 

Nothing is said in the proclamation respecting th6 
imprisonment of the complainant, and the practice may 
have ctept in, Kke some others, from an omission in the 
ptt)«clamaticm in not providing against such an abuse 
of power. 

It was justly remarked by Mr. Bigge, ^^ that it is 
impossible to conceive a woree state of things in a 
country, than that in which there exists one set of laws 
for the rich, and another for the poor *•" TTiis state of 
things must always exi^ in every country where the 
rich are the law^makers, and have the exectrtion of the 

. * For tl|is liberal remark, I am indebted to Thomas J. Bigge, 
Ssq., one of his Majesty^s Commissioners of Inquiry, recently at 
the Cape of Good Hope. If, as it is to be hoped, the report of the 
tJommissiofters, which is to be laid before Parliament, is pervaded 
by IIm spirit of tbis obscnration, the labours of that indiridual and 
hiis coadjiitors will entity tbem to the lasting gratitude of tke inha- 
bitants of South Africa, and of that of the inhabitants pf fill the 
foreign dependencies of the British crown. 



laws m tBeir own hands/ wifhoirf any chii^ import tlfe^it 
authority. It may be asked, What fe the ptoishitneti!!! "ijt 
a faiiner if he brings a false accusation against a Hbti 
t6nt6t ? How does it happen that; this fcase hak hem 
lieft unprovided fbi^, and in a proclamattlon said to havA 
been devised fer the protection of <he Hcittentot^?'©^ 
this omission takfe j^ace on the same principles o* 
whibh a celebrated state of antic]piity Js isaid'^'havef 
braitted etteictirig any law agMwt parricide^ foecftiide 
ttf^ beKeved it was impossible that isuch a torime c6tjd4 
ever be committed? .1 ..,\: 

By' ootoparmg; the preceding details' wifti the folkm^ 
ft)^ case, cbpied from the pages of an unsuspected viit^ 
ness, th6 reader will perceive whether *^^the iftdiVidiiMs 
of theHrittttitot nation^' have justice dealt krt tl^Jthemj 
**iif ^Jte Satae tattriubi* as the other inhabitantif ' ^ihi 
colony. ■ ■ * ' ■•••'■■• I i. ^ 1 " ..i <.M /.ill 

* ^^'Lebriijht Aris'- (a Hottentot) '^ owed^ twdve 'dfol- 
Tate ibii fejfner in ^tffe tieighbotirhood'of Gh^MhSfy 
iAd tipt 'having th^ meiris to pay, engs^d^w4tb'l!h)e* 
Btbi^slboVfeiBfetfdidried, to work six months oft his f^niy 
kt'Wo Mlai*s (three shinihgsXpet'Tndirfh, andhis^i^^, 
(Victiials^^'cfn condition that the Boor should fmtiie4 
diatfely'dlk^harge hi^debt. Hehad wdi-kedtwomoflthSj 
^heii his' cre^itdr again called on hiih, dnd threatehiidf 
hlin with imprisorimeht unless he immediatrty p<iM'the 
tvj^^lve dollar^. In this' disti-esfe he applieti t6 a i«iteli6rif4 
ary^ !jvh6'MMhinl th for the payment of w4ich 

he r^peiV6d a ifegular i^eceipt Ifote his 'creditor. ^This 
Ve6eit)t 'the ^podr rtail had hi hfe podket, ihixt'h^g 
toiyfrtptgned biit bf his sensed by tHe^ vibfea^ of 
the Boor's behaviour, he forgot to produce it at the 
lield-comet'b'. ■ After ^iisoovediig 4he BooirV neglect tp 
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fy:^ ^jSrCingBgemeiM^ to p«y his creditpr^be npw jaq^ 
^nviff f^^j^ to -woirlfL any longer wUh sq faitWe» ^ 
ma^ir> but bada.^epiaiidiqpon bim for fojiir. dollars^ 
tiekjgiwP mpoths*. pay. The Bopr^ boweveri most win 
jn/E^yiBi^ted PP bis serving him tbe reBdaimogfouff 
months, under !pretwce of a >contract< But no written 
^igreep^nt baviiiilg been made aad signed in presenccf 
Qif;,a!fiald<*co0iet^ wfajbcb is riaquired to bmd a Hottentot 
tohis^emj^y^r; £or any stated time^ the .fieldrG<;Mmeii 
^isfobai^d him for the present^ witbout fturtbev ^pcpla-t 
nation. Lebricht^ after recovering bis $jpixitsf> ^tat|^ 
]^4^|i8& satiafeetoijjly to us> and> on our rc^tuni, Isfib- 
m^tod it to the landdrost of SweUendamj.wbo sent ^ 
]^fiip^ t^roqf iQ the unjust Boor*/'. I \visl^ Mr^ 
Ij^fyo^; bod lumished .us with a copy of the tUpte ftpip,-^ 
tftinii^g tbm ''pPW4>w>rpproof/Vwbic^ be (^r^^^as 
having been sent to the unjust boor. , ,, r. . ^ 

I.liVMifr.l^tHctttwtotris flpgg^ b€»^)»s^, b?;i^ls4o 
PWW« ^fc^Mt^es briWgb^ against 1^ ,ma^, wl^q^J, ^5^9;^ 
QHWdii^ to the Dutch law, itreqpii:esf twj? vjdta^i?^ Jift 
esWWisbi we qee a Dutob boor, who jbad;„.W tt^, Wj 
st^wei^iowmittedcrij^ yf9yi^ 

hw^rbew :flogged; an4 branded, a^d seiji to:^^9f)^,i^' 
iix?pft..^s([^pingiwitb' what Mr* jUtrobe .isig^j^ 
^^^^:.*^^^ust, Fep^wff" wlwb ,*DP^W? *9 h^y^ m9^ 
apRt{jffi.,a,pftjt^tbat b^had^ perhaps^ i^y^r ^^m^^Qj^ 
P(^k|»PI^ in th/efqnp qf a verbal m^§s^e, .f . /^r ,, 

I .Jiv.a, sj^^r qplony, the partiality yv^Qh , ji^.j Di^jjrajlj. 
^ft|3frtainpdiby P^ ^ fr^ ,wb«)^ bpqo^e^ pj^^,, qj[,;^^ 

reawiW.wbich/will aft^^/^a^ds \^ ?t)a!ted^j(bft^^ti^^^^^ 
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!£( more olrficmow to Ihe uB^overoaUe effects of t)u$ 
passion than the slave. The principle whioh induoea 
the d^ipot to prefer the obsequiousness of a nation of 
slaves to the independence and digility of a frm 
peqple, shuts the ears of the slave proprietor and thq 
Hottentot master. to all the advantages whidh aaixbe 
urged in favour of free laBour. He would find himself 
more In his eleineni, and in a situation mwe congenial 
to his mihd^ with ihe coarsest fare^ among a jmroel oi 
slaves and Hottentots, over whom lie could exeroise 
an uncontrolled aiithority, than the greatest affluence 
w^imld afford him, in a ^tuation where he oould com-^ 
mand no class iOf rational beings^ over whom he could 
tyrannize. 

Hie remark of Tacitus, thai ^^tbere is nothing 
sa sweet to man as the life of man/' is not mora 
severe, as a reflection on human nature, thai^ it ia 
just^ as respects its accordance with truth'; and any 
sys^m, which proposes to substitute free labour in Hkiei 
pdace of slave labour, is a^ great a bugbear to the 
generality of men accustomed ta treat a partic^l^u* class 
of their feUow creatures as slaves, as the represente^ve 
system of Great Britain, or of Portugal, is to Ferdi-- 
nand of Spain and his advisers and mast^s, wIk> would 
rather see a country converted into a desert^ than th^ 
inhabitants breathing the air of freedom. The lova 
of the chase in the breast of the sportsman is a weak 
passion, in comparison with the love of despotic autho* 
rity in the breasts of men who have been accustomed 
to hunt dawn any class of their fellow creatures, aa 
the gentiemen in England are accust(»ned to tieal 
the game of tiie country. 

It is alk^ by the abettors and apologMs of th& 



eolonial fsystem of oj^rosabn^ m rdkticm to the Hotten^ 
tots and^e other aborigines of Ae country, that cor* 
* poral punishment is the only means by which fliey can 
be induced to labour. As these people are now placed 
among tile colonists^ having no <^£er inducement to 
labour^ there is^ perhaps^ some truth in tins assertion i 
but a temporary i^mulus^ in this case^ is mistaken fer 
k cure ; and it is fi)i^ott^i that the continiml use of strong 
medicines renders those under their operation meapable 
of being acted upon by more gentle ones. If tiie com* 
mands of a father a^e seldom given^ except when ae* 
eompanied with treats and Mows/ the son will ccone 
to think that be is never in earnest when these argu^ 
ments are wanting. 

While «t complete refutation of tins objection may 
be founds by a reference to the present state of our 
missionary institutions^ I cannot dbse my remarks on 
Ais proclamation without adverting to the degrading 
infiuence of this system upon the Hi)ttentot character* 
^e vices of the Hottentots atre ike vices of ti&eir con* 
dition ; and they are generated and perpetuated by the 
very system which is pleaded as necessary for their 
cure. ^^ A people^" says a profound thinker, ^^ are 
cultivated or unimproved m their talents, in propor- 
tion as those talents are employed in the practice of the 
arfe and the aifidrs of society ; they are improved or 
corrupted in their manners^ in proporticm as they are 
encouraged and directed to act on the maxims of free- 
fern and justice, or as they are degraded into a state 
of meainness and servitude." The Hottentot is in a 
worse c(Hadition than the slave : the system of qppreS'* 
sion under which the Hottentot groans is attended with 
utt'^ ei^ of &e slave system ; and ti^se evils^ ik 
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many instances^ more aggravated in the Vkufend^^of 
their character^ without any of tiiosa miiigedalag'pa^ 
cnmstanceg which have been urged in<<lefem^ of teb0H 
men slavery. The only differem^ 'm^ &vouir of thd 
condition of the Hottentot is/ that be^^amiot^ aMonfittg 
to Hit institations of the colony^ be publiely iMngM 
and sold; but this difference is more in nametthati 
in reality^ when it is recollected that he is at prei^edb 
nothing more than an object of patronagky a pti^^plisitd 
of office^ a; kind of ^nsferaUe pr(Dperty ; coid that this 
eircmnstance, which makes him of le^s vAlue t(i^ <ti^ 
master^, subjects him to hardi^ips^ from whic^itiid 
oommcHi ^ilve is^ to a certain degree^ ex^mptsd. « t / 

While all that the Hottentot gains, by being itraiis^ 
ferired' from one master to anotheir^ is UttleinoM <Kan 
ihc^ slave enj6y^^ on a West India plantatioiry ih<b^il||f 
transferred froin und^ihe jnnsdibtkki'of bsie^'d^tii^ 
to tiiat of another^ 4he circumstance in itie case of tto 
Ht^tentot, that this transfer may be made^ ^and Oh^ 
riiai^ter lose his service^ mAout any p^oonbiatyikidi^te/ 
iiification^ must lessen the interest the master leekdw 
the well-being of the Hottentot^ while he remaim Mtb 
him.^* ■• •■ " ' ■ f / ■■- i'i-Jl 

It is on ihis principle that the food of ilieHdtlcQkot 
is generally of an inferior quality^ emd less id qiMmtkjit 
than that allowed the slave^-4hat he ;seldom has etay 
medical assistance afforded him wh^ he %$ sick-^tiiat 
the punii^ments inflicted upon hinl -are in gi^iitral* 
more frequeiit and more ilevere than thos^ infliet^i 
upon the slave, tiie master sustaining no 'loss'of'^pii^' 
perty should his conlstitutm i^k uncterbis'lmHl^ 

A gehtleman ffom Imiia^ a fritand of mibe^ haddi^. 
loUowingireiuiDtt ass^ned by tbe^keepert^f «ii hQlpltmi 



Stefiaidiosisfa/ fhr c^filstti^ Mma chaise to earrylbkatQ 
Gape. Tqit9» in a wty cold and wet. day :-~f^ Had I/J 
smdtbo bofittff^.pniBe^ve 0t a Hotteatot^,yoUiShwl4 
bdrdikadaxAaise aiiOM&^biit I havQ no ^ne;ta drive 
XM^iaEmptmg^idiatt sk^. (pointing |o tlbe nmn)»^ a^ 
K^wighitiCiitohiCQM s^idie ; anditiwonld befna^ne^ 
ktfttiQ, ,4i):^nm the ri^k ofjtesiRg four thpus^nd j-i;^ 
^#ttaf]»^ yi^hx^lL b0 fosk mei &)r all that I ha^a W r^QCi^iv)^ 
teiiffyh^;pjp(tWiQwtyrfiy0niile&.'' i ,, :,f 

; ].Tbeifi)BQwijigji^w»iW3te r^iM to me by a gei^r 
tb^maa ctfrijbe Madrii^ civil semo^ nom in Jgf^gjiiaA^i ^ 
b^iufci'takewi |*aw,^en .he visaed Paj0altedor|i|t9W 
of our tBafi^mnaiy stations,, twU^orve ^ a» ftjctWWv^ 

•41 fiWWiei J he' wrfs jr^prdbating. rthe .pwisbmonte) of . tbfi 
](^k^Qtptsv4tti^raer>.8tatding. bji d^feudqi^lv^/^yrt^nfj 

ml} ^asui», y(»ii^"/gaidt|>fii f^rm^r^mtk .gWJrt W9)W!SR< 

^^liKjhitiHoWwtPtilv^aft^gp^ fw Hotting, t^lft tb^/^a)^j^ 

iirithi »<h(w»i)^)<j^ 

with ail iM«^iandj)he ha*oev0r ^e^fbwnrPW.ftf. itt?ft 

rtrwt j»»^il'ai«iuftdu$tri*HWj H^ton*^ 

Had this Hottentot been a slave to the same mastei^^j jj^ 

k^<p«M;i&hafete'»jl*^f p he y¥ii^\4 \mi^»^ifi^,^^y 

^ I Jnatftricwi of ppppef&i(]^ Jip^lin ^ posj^^opi^ ^W^ 

^fe«tty^pwpe^?4psitQj(^lr.a:Volftme5 ..but,;i.»sfe#JlfiQ^t€jfl^ 
ibyBfitfiftt ps^f uti with, the .foll«wwgl Q*t qi w^yi csii^ig?^ 
>»A^hioa»oJu^efii»^;0Wft^b6eiiwtiw /. v uiU n .rn 

a^6i^ attFi(^siU6^kv^>ii«j^)iii^vaw^r»t»^ 
iifiiisgr^4aifedi«pQi^'jw^/^a^ <ma[hi^H2^«HiiQ«F^sl9p^p^ 

Vol. L M 
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to complain that her master had struck her^ knocdced 
her down, and kicked her in the side, and on the back^ 
with his feet, Fmding, by a medical inspeotion, that 
the woman's statement was correct, and that marks of 
her master's feet were visible on her body, I lodged a 
eomplainst against the master before his Majesty's de* 
puty fiscal. On my complaint being lodged, tte woman 
was taken from my house, according to the practice in 
respect to the Hottentots lodging complaints, and sent 
to the prison, to wait till the case should be investi- 
gated. Of delay I had no occasion to complain in 
this instance, for the case was heard next day. The 
facts having been proved, the master was found guilty 
of the charge exhibited against him. 

There are several circumstances in this case deserv- 
ing of notice. The master was a field-comet, a petty 
magistrate in the district of Geoi^e^ and the Hottentot 
woman was a person of good character. It is proper, 
also, to add, that she was not a common servant ; that 
she belonged to a missionary institution ; and that she 
had been hired to attend the farmer's wife on this jour* 
ney merely. The reader must, by this time, be anxious 
to hear the sentence pronounced upon this field-comet, 
this functionary, for tiie brutaUty with which he had 
treated this defenceless woman ; and when he con- 
siders the circumstances under which her case was 
Iwrought to the notice of the deputy fiscal, he will 
scarcely be prepared to hear that the whole punishment 
inflicted upon this said field-comet, was the annulling (^ 
the woman's engagement to him, together wi& a fine cf 
five rix* dollars, being, in sterling money, seven shillings 
and ninepence. Contrary to the usual practice, tiie fine 
was allotted to the woman^ (and ttiis is the only in* 
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sbmce in which I eyer knew such a thing having be^ 
done ;) but this was all that was allowed her for the 
injury she bad sustained^ and to pay the expense of a 
residence in Cape Town of three weeks^ waiting for an 
opportunity of returning home^ and of a journey be* 
fore her of two hundred-and-fifty miles, A slave master 
would have been in a very great passion indeed^ be- 
fore be would so far have lost sight of his interrat as to 
have treated a female slave in this Hottentot's condition^ 
as she was treated ; and it is unnecessary to add that 
mch a punishment as that inflicted upon the farmer^ can 
afford ho security to the Hottentot against the most 
horrible injuries. 

The same cause^ which leaves them without the aids 
of even a selfish sympathy in the service of their mas- 
ters^ deprives them of a protection which the slaves 
enjoy against the injuries to which they are e:&posed 
from strangers, llie apprehension of the indigna- 
tion of the master will, on many occasions, preserve 
the slave from maltreatment ; but the Hottentd; ha^ 
no friend sufficiently interested m him to furnish him 
with a shield against bad usage ; and such as are dis* 
posed to t^press him know this circumstance, and that 
they naay trample upon him and his family with unpu- 
nity. 

On one of my vi^ts to Bethelsdorp, I found a Hot-* 
tentot who had been confined to his bed three months 
by contusions and cuts he had received cm the head and 
the body, by stones and brickbats thrown at him as he 
was running round his own waggon in the street of 
Port Elisabeth, to avoid falling into the hands of a 
person who was pursuing him on puipose to beat him* 
llie occasion of this assault was, I believe, because 

M2 
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the waggon of the Hottentot '*Was not moTied Sodil 
enough out of the way of one belonging to the assail-i- 
ant ; and I am sorry to say that the individual who did 
this unmilitary-like action was an officer of the British 
army, then on half-pay, and a local authority of the 
district. Had this Hottentot been a slave, his masteir 
might have got damages against the oflfender ; but fte 
Hottentot had no one to take up his cause. Had any 
one, however, had the courage to incur the odium ^and 
dislike to which a prosecution would have subjected 
him, after infinite pains and trouble, a fine of a few rix? 
dollars would have been all the punishment which woul4 
have been inflicted in such a case ; and the fine, accordr 
Jug to the colonial practice, would have gone to the 
district chest, and no part of it would have been allowed 
to the injured Hottentot. 

Among many cases of oppression which came u^der 
my potice, when on a visit to Bethelsdorp in 1821, the 
following may be taken as a sample of the ns^ture pf 
the domestic correction to which the Hottentots are 
subject, and of the attention which is paid to their com- 
plaints. On the second day after my arrival at this 
institution, a Hottentot belonging to it, in the service of 
one Van Buuren, came to me and complained that he 
and another Hottentot belonging to Bethelsdoip liad 
been severely flogged by his master ; the one fdr having 
asked leave to go to the institution on Sabbath-day to 
attend divine worship, and the other for having put 
water into an empty cask, of which he liad drank hirrf- 
self, and of which he gave a share to some pferson 
standing by hini. The young man who came atifd cbm- 
plaiiiedy had crept betweeilfour arid five niiles, (the dis- 
tance from his master's to Bethelsdorp,) iSradAg'thte 
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bii^es^ that he might escape bemg detected and car* 
ried back to his master; and he stated that his fellow- 
servant was so much cut» that he was unable to move 
out of the place in which he slept. Having applied to 
Mr. Atberstone^ a respectable surgeon at Uitenhage^ 
wd requested him to examine the wounds made on 
the young men, he sent me the following certificate. 

(Copy) " Uitenhage, Nov. 3, 1821. 

*' My dear Sir, 

^* At your request, I have this day visited the 
two Hottentots, Jan Geawint and Andreas Schieman. 
They have been flogged on the naked breech, and 
the instrument by which the punishment has been in- 
flicted has cut through the cutis vera in both, on Jan 
deawint in about four places, and on the other in 
about a dozen places : on one the punishment was in- 
flicted the 28th October, on the other on the following 
day ; and it is my opinion that three or four days must 
elapse before they can recover. 

^^ I am, &c. &c., 
(Signed) ^^ J. Atherstone, 

** fo Dr. Philip, Surgeon, Member of the 

' Bethelsdorp.'* Royal College (^Surgeons, London.^' 

When Mr, Kitchingniaiij the missionary at the head 
pf tbCii^stitutionj waited upon Mr. Van Buuren, he not 
pniy g^ye him no satisfaction, but he loaded him with 
ipi^hs afl4 cyr^es^ and tuld him that he would flog his 
HOj^te^tot wheii apd how he pleased^ and that he might 
^9 and seek r^jdc^^s »where he could find it. 

,\ ;v|i^9ite4 on, Van Buuren a day pr two after his inter- 
yjejw.with Mr^ mUJ^ingman; and if he did not treat me 
IKifith, th^sameroiighness, he had still epough of the 
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savage in \Ai manners, to show me tibat it was not in 
that quarter in which I was to look for security or 

redress. 

If such proceedings could take place with impunity 
so neai' a missionary institution, within a few miles of 
tiie seat of the chief magistrate of the district, and 
under his immediate eye, it is unnecessary to ask what 
must be the state of those who have no missionary to 
protect them, and who must tmvel long joumies before 
they can bring their complaints to theearof alanddrost* 

This case^ with many others of a similar character, 
was laid before the colonial government in Cape Town 
early in 1822; but no inquiry was ever instituted^ no 
redress granted^ and the system has proceeded, down 
to the time I left the colony^ without any check. 

Having shown the efficacious means employed to 
stifle even the complaints of the Hottentots^ and their 
unprotected state in the service of the colonists, I must 
advert to another feature in their hard condition, which 
might have led us to suppose that the appellation of 
^^ Free People/* bestowed upon them in the procla- 
mations of the government, had been employed in 
cruel mockery, had we not known that it was intended 
to conceal from the British government, and the British 
public, the shocking state of slavery and oppression 
und^r which they have been placed. 

When a Hottentot has given ofience to his master, 
the master frequently sends him to the public prison, 
not to wait his trial, as such a proceeding would imply 
in England, and to have a punishment awarded him by: 
a public magistrate, according to the nature of his 
crime, and the evidence of his guilt, but to be pu- 
nished at the simple request of the master, withoirt its 
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being necessary to ekbibit any definite charge against 
the prisoner^ or any other evidence of guflt than ike 
testimony of the master. 

The master has only to send a note along with the 
Hottentot, stating that this Hottentot (mentioning his 
name) has been insolent or disobedient ; the master 
of the prison is requested to give him thirty-nine 
lashes^ and the prisoner is tied up and flog^ed^ and 
put into confinement till his master chooses to pay the 
jMison expenses, and relieve him. 

With such facts before us, csm it be a question whe- 
ther these poor people are treated like human beings ? 

Among the many hardships to which the Hottentot 
is subject by this proclamation, we must advert to the 
Law of Passes, contained in the 16th article. Every 
travelling Hottentot must have a pass, or a written 
permission signed by his master, or some local autho- 
rity, istating that it is requested that the bearer (men* 
tioning his name) be allowed to pass to a certain [dace* 
Tlie pass may allow the Hottentot a day, or a week, or 
a month, or three months, as the person signing it may 
deem necessary. While he retains this pass, and while 
he is within the limits of the time which it allows him, 
it is his protection ; but if he chance to lose his pass, 
or if the time granted in it has expired, he is liable to 
be treated as a vagabond, or as a deserter. England 
hM its laws against vs^abonds, but it will be seen 
by the sequel, that Cape law is not such as laws of that 
nature are in England — ^that it is not intended to pro* 
tect the colonists, but to enslave the Hottentots. 

There are liars and thieves among the Hottentots, 
but honesty, and a regard to truth, are prominent fea- 
tures in their national character, virtues which have not 



;16P .wiocuiMiitTioN /w law. 

,beeii dbliieiAted by the de^aded etarte to /wfeidi tibey 
juave been reduceKi, and which furnish a striking con- 
trast to the mendacious and pilfering babite prevaleait 
among the slave population of the colony* 

.When the Hottentots were in a state of hostility 
against the feirmers, as they w^e in the frontit^ dis- 
tricts at the time the EngHsh took pos^ssion of tte 
colony^ and till the mission of Dr. Vanderkemp: com- 
menced^ there might be a propriety in sudi a. regu- 
lati(Hi as the above^ but if a nwesaity of the kind ever 
existed^ it has long since ceased^ But the real char 
raoter of this regulation will be best seen by taking .a 
brief view of its operation. As the practice, under tiiis 
enactment now exists^ it so happens, that if a Hottentot 
leaT^ his home^ he has no certainty of being p^mit^d 
tojr&turn toit. ; t . 

The Hottentot^ having . spent a night at the farn^- 
bwse, takes his departure in the morning: he i^met^ 
few n»ij^e^. distant by one of the same family, who dei- 
mands a sigiit of his pass, and not being ajpleato pro^ 
duce> one, he is instantly dragged before the ;iext field* 
cornet, and obliged to hire himself for a twelvemonth 
to a master. But it is seldom that bo mudi addrtes i$ 
employed, cwp that any re^rd is paid to. e^pearances 
in cases of this nature. Two in$tan0es occurred to the 
Hottefttote who accompanied nae on my journey back to 
C^ape TpWJi in 1823, on their returning home, which I 
mayjiene adduce in the way of ilkstmtiom One pf 
lthQS|^^)H[(>ttentqts,.of the name of WiUem, ws^ iknocfced 
dow^ npoa the road, within fifty miles / of Cape Tcmnj 
andi, i^fter halving had hi^ pass tiaken from hi;tt, he !^a3 
Ui^p^ i«to,cH|5tody,, tp be carried before a fieldnQon^t; 
^.bpx59pyE)eUe|i.toihire.hi|i?iself.) la thi^ kisteftQ^ tj}© 
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>pt)ress6iF i^vai& dfeappoiated of his prey ; ike young man 
escaped in the evening, and, traveUii]^ under the cover 
of nighty he reached Cape Town, and made me ao* 
quainted with his case. 

On ihe arrival of flie party, three in nomber> in the 
dij^rict of Geoi^, a farmer came up to Marootz, a 
fiechnanna, mtd demanded his pass. The pass of this 
young man had been stolen from him on the road, and 
although he gave the most minute detml of the circum* 
stances, and his statement was conx>borated by his 
companions, he was struck by the farmer, knocked 
down, and trampled upon. This was not aU. Mar- 
tinus, anoiher of the party, on coming up to expostu- 
late with the farmer, who was beating and stamping 
iipon Marootz, received a stroke on the leg, ' whic^ 
lamed him ; and these young men were nearly thre6 
months at Paca^tsdorp, before they recovered from the 
wounds arid bruises they had received. This case was 
laid before ^ chief magistrate, at my request, and, not- 
withi^ncKng that an investigation was called for agsun 
and again, d^ing the time the young men were recover- 
ing from these wounds, some pretext was always found 
for delayii^ it, till I was obliged to leave the colony. 

A HoMmitot I had in my own service a twelve* 
month canne to me the day on which his contract ex- 
pired> and informed me that he had served his time, 
knd that he wished me to give him a pass. On inquiry 
Into? the reason why he wished to leave me, he stated 
ibal behad a wife and three children in the district of 
Graaff-K^netj whom he had not seen for nine years — 
that h^ had come to Cape Town with cattle — that on 
his? arrival m Caipe Town he ^ot a pass, to protect him 
ott^hafe' j^rt^'^tbat he had lost his pass oli the road 
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—that he was compelled to enter into contract with fte 
person who had seized him^ because he had not a pass 
— ^that he had been equally unfortunate in two or three 
attempts he had made to return home ; and that he 
hoped that I would give him a pass, which would pro- 
tect him, and thereby furnish him with the means of 
seeing his wife and children. It was the first time 
he had made me acquainted with these circumstsmces^ 
and I had no reason to doubt the correctness (rf his' 
statements 

In the month of August, 1825, while at the mission^ 
ary institution at Theopolis^ a Hottentot, belonging to 
what was once the institution of Caledon, came to me, 
and related the following circumstances : — That he was 
hired by a gentleman of Gape Town, in 1821, at Swel*- 
lendam, to accompany Ihim on a journey to Albany ;— 
that on his arrival at Graham's Town, he was sent to 
the mouth of the Cowie, to take care of some cattle for 
a time, on an estate belonging to that gentleman; — ^that 
his master having returned to Cape Town while he was 
in this employment, he obtained a pass from his £^nt ;< 
—that his pass obliged him to go to Graham s Town j 
— that the vendue master, on his arrival at Graham's 
Town, obliged him to enter .into contract with him ; — • 
that on demanding a pass from this master, to protect 
him on his journey home, he was desired to come to 
him next day ; — tiiat on presenting himself next day, he 
was told that he would give him a pass to go to his 
father-in-law, and that he must either go and contract 
with him for a twelvemonth, or be sent to the prison j 
— ^that after bdng eight months in the servi<5e of this 
father*in-law of the vendue master, unable longer to 
endure the cruel treatment he received, he had ab- 
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sccmded from his service ; — that he had been living for 
some time in the bushes^ feeding upon roots ; and that 
hearing from a Hottentot that I was at Theopolis^ he 
had dome from his hiding-place^ to implore my assist- 
ance to free him froto his present situation^ and to 
p^rocure a pass for him, that he might be permitted to 
return to a wife and three children he had left behind 
him at Caledon institution. 

In the afternoon^ if I mistake not, of the same day 
in which the Hottentot gave me the above statement, 
the master to whom he was under contract, and 
who was within a few miles of Tlieopolis, and had 
heard of the circumstance, sent me a message, stating 
that tiie Hottentot in question was his servant, and 
calling upon me, at the same time, to send him, urider 
an escort, to his form. On receiving this communica- 
tion, I stated to the Hottentot that I could not protect 
him ; that b31 I could do for him was, to lay his case^ 
before the chief magistrate of the district, which I 
promised to do, provided he would return to Mr. B/s 
service, till such time as the magistrate should have 
an opportunity of investigating and deciding upon his 
case. If he had received a sentence of death from the 
lips of a judge, he could not have felt more than he 
appeared to feel, when I stated to him the necessity he 
wi^ Under bf returning to Mr, B. s service; but he 
acknowledged the justice of my observations, and left^ 
me wkh a promise that he would follow my advice 
with a manner which fully indicated that, but for his 
wife and children, he would have preferred death to 
life. On his departure, I gave him a letter to Mn B., 
in whidh, after having given him an account of the 
complaints of the Hottentot, I informed him that i 
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should conaider it my duty, on my arrival At G»bft»i's 
Town, where I ahould be in the course oC ^^ji, few (^a, 
to lay the matter befona Major DundaA> the If^ddtoat 
of the district, and to call for sax iovestigatipu* Being 
then on my last journey into the interior of Afrioa^ and 
being pressed for time, I could not wait in the di&Arkst 
till the affair should be settled, and I have , not sipee 
heard of the result ; but, on my return to Cape Towtt^ 
I wait^d on the gentleman who had hired him a^^Sw^ 
l^daim, and he corroborated to me evay part of ij^^ 
statement of the Hottentot, so far as he, as^ aa in<^ 
yidoal, was concerned. . , ; f 

It woi^ld certainly have given me great j^sfapti/Oiip^ 
to haye hqard that my efforts for this poor mw b^ 
b^^ ^uco^8fal, b^t my ignorance on this po^t do^.»jQt 
aflfectjthe.purpose for which it has been addi|C(?4- Th^ 
fidelity andaceuraqy with which this Hot(:qntpt .d^ta^4 
what related to hing^elf; the many; casespf s^.^im^ffv 
t^ature ^hich had come under my obserya^p;; th^ 
simplicity and Qousiate«cy which pervaded: the ;,w|i^p 
of his statement ; the keejwg which was observable in 
all the answers be gave to the cross-questiop^ put to 
him ; the situ^,tion of a mfi^^, placed as he vas in rel^t 
tiott,to his fiwpily, were to me satisfactory vouoh^r? fpf 
the truth of bis heart-rending tale ; and afl(Qrd$ a, suj^ 
fiqient illustration of the great sufferings tP which, the 
Hottwitot nation is exposed, by the law of Passes, f . r 

In the course of my remarks on this sul]ge<^ J havi^ 
ventured, to intimate that this law, , as it ijiiqw^^^st^Qd^^ 
is luot intended for th^ protection of the JGQ)opi3ts;^gaiBsi 
the. aggre^iow of the HQttentots,,an4th? following 
foet will) suffice to show for what purpose iVis^tiaalljf 
©wpk>yed» - ■ 
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G# Illy Visit to Th^cpolis in ISaS/wi^ingf tointro- 
dtKJe the Engiish knguagfe at that staftion, for the mu- 
tual benefit of the emigrants in Albany and the Hotten- 
toite themselves, I selected three or four Hottentot boyg 
fmm tiie school, together with a yonng man who had 
I>^n acting as an assistant in the school, and placed 
fhem under Mr. Mathews of Salem, to acquire a suffi-^ 
eibnt knowledge of the English language to fit them 
for assisting me in the introduction of the plan I pro^ 
posed. Mr. Mattiews was an emigrant from this coun- 
try ; he bore a very excdlen* character, and had at 
that time the most respectable school in the district 
tmder his care. Being himself a religious ntetn, ind 
favourable to the improvement erf" the Hottentots, h^ 
ifntered warmly into my views, and oflfered his services 
Oil the most moderate terms. A temporary house was 
to fee' ereteted adjoining the house of Mr. Mathews> by 
thcf 'Hottentots at TheopoHs, for the accommodation of 
the little party ; and when they were not in the school 
with Mr. Mathews, they were to be under the care of 
the assistant teacher, who was married to a respectable 
young woman, who was to take upon herself the domes^ 
tic cdre^ of the femily. This plan was recommended 
by its cheapniBSS, and other considerations whicit I 
need not specify. After a trial, Mr. Mathews r^rted 
veiy favourably of the dispositions, the talents, and the 
progress of his pupils ; and the master and the scholars 
were hiutaally pleas^ with each other, and living in 
peafce, when they were vrsited by two local funotionaries 
who demanded their passes, and, finding they had none, 
fhfey seized them as vagabonds. Mr. Mathews stated 
to them the drcumstattOes under which they Were 
placed : but neither the respectability of his <Jbaorac<»r, 
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nor the remonstrances he employed^ nor the tears and 
distress of the wife of the assistant and of the boys had 
any eflFeot ; the determination was formed on principles 
not to be shaken by such circumstances. They were 
driven by the said local functionaries to Graham's Town^ 
a distance of fifteen miles^ as drovers in this country^ 
on horseback, are in the habit of driving their cattle to 
Smithfield market ; and they were there committed to 
thf) common jail among the felons. Nor were they 
released tiU Mr. Mathews and one of the missionaries 
from Theopolis (which is upwards of thirty miles db^ 
tattt) appeared in person, to advocate their cause ; and 
at length, with great difficulty, prevailed in obtaining 
their dischai^e. Captain Hope was, at this time, 
acting landdrost at Graham's Town, and on being asked 
by a clergyman of the church of England how he could 
permit sudi treatment to the children at school, his 
reply was, ^^Thb prison is the only school for Hot- 

tBNTOTS I" 
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CHAPTER TX. 
Remarks on the Colonial Proclamation of 1812^. 

HuME^ in bis Political Discourges, has an essay on three 
remarkable enstoms in three of the most celebrated 
governments that have existed in the world. If 
any future historian shall ever take the trouble to draw 
up a list of atrocious customs which have obtained the 
formalities and sanctions of law under a civilized 
government^ the Cape proclamation of 1812 will cer^ 
tainly have, in such a record^ a distinguished place 
assigned to it 

According to the laws of the ancient Druids^ mas-* 
ters of f^unilies were kings^ and had the power of Ufe 
and death over their wives^ children, and slaves. The 
Spartan laws regarded children as the property of the 
state, but the education given them was intended to pre- 
pare them for discharging the important duties of citi- 
zens, and the system had the sanction of the parents. 
The children of slaves are the property of their masters, 
and are, like the parents, at their disposal; but the case 
before us is of a character perfectly anomalous. The 
parents are acknowledged to be free, while they are 
liable to have their children torn from them, and dis- 
posed of without their concurrence. 

By this proclamation a colonist can claim any child 
of a Hottentot who has been bom upon his premises^ 

* For t^e Proclamation, see Appsnoix* 
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and who has arrived at the age of efight yeaiftfr; a^ aii 
"apprentice" (to use the technical language cf.the 
colony) for ten years longer. It is difficult to eay^virhtdli 
is most to be deprecated^ the injustice, the inhumamty 
or the pernicious consequences of this regidaiioii.; 

What would be said of an attempt to introduce' sodb 
a regulation in relation to the lower classes of society iidi 
(his free country ? Yet I know of no principle whtdh 
could be urged in England against sudb a measure whiiih 
may not be urgied against its application to the iaiqiUel^ 
of Hottentots. The Hottentots do not faH below ^the 
inhabitants of Great Britain in the str^gth of ibmx 
affections for their children ; and, if you leave them ib^ 
find a market for their own labour^ they can pnoyide 
for them with much more ^ise than the wor]png: elasee^ 
in Europe can provide for their offspring. Deprived 
of his catOe^ of the land of bis i^thers^ oftpeBsoHai 
liberty^ and of fte protection of law, and left entirely iait 
the mercy of those whose interest it is to oppfress^ a»i 
cheat him in every way^ to fill up the measure of hiib 
sufferings, he is liable to be robbed of his only ^artiily 
consolation, his children ! ' . i 

The pretext employed in the proolamsrtion toji^tify 
this unnatural practice is, that it is nec€»swy as an in<- 
demnification to the colonists for the support aHowed ip 
the children in their infancy. In reply to this acumen*, 
it may be remarked, in the woirds of Golonel Collirta^ 
^' that the children are seldom weaned till they aratiro 
years of age, and that it is a well^knowH factihat Hhef 
are turned t6 some useful purpose inthe iKxusesof itihr 
fanners as soon as they oan crawl, aiioui-; todsit is .^ 
fact equally well known, that when they reside in the 
huts of their parents> tibey ai^ chiefty aild * almost en- 



tkdy s«(^fK>rted by them*." I have oae case before 
vh, ui which a farmer> having lost his stocky was, with 
his ifiimily^ for several years dependent upon the milk 
eows andthe labour of a Hottentot femily. While th^ 
farmer attd his &mily continued in this state of dt^en* 
dettce^ the family of the Hottentot was> of conrse^ 
teeated with kindness; but with aa alteratiw in h^ 
oijpeimifldxuioes the temper o£ ther farmer underwent a 
lihadg^e^ a&d>. when the Hottentot proposed changing 
Msiplace of residoBce, the gr$i^vi boor prevented him 
from' executing Us inteiitioii by goidg to the nextimeb- 
^btl-ate and gettii^ the diildnen d* the Hottentot apt> 
plr«itticed to him. 

'> Hie; Hottentot lodks in vain for a me^ad to esoape 
Ibemtthe operatbn of this<^ruel Iaw» If> by cba^giffij^ 
1»9 sqi^ce^ heekdes the claims of the farmer^ .b<e faU^ 
into tiiei fasmds of the local authorities of tb^ distri9]tr 
Hi?. mifiMrtmiate.situatioix reminds fis of the throaijeoh 
hug-^^^ If th^ escape from the^ weapons of iron, th^ 
iiowi of steel strikes them through/' The pretext thajt 
the law is designed to prevent the children of tl^e. Hot- 
tentots from being exposed to iSm d^gfir of tstarvaliop, 
may.haAre Imposed upon the distinguished indiyidual 
under whose authority it was issijied; but eyery one aq- 
i|uaiiited with the sib^te of the colony .must be Sj^fi^fi^ 
tha4^this:prd)dxt is ^stirely fallacious. . "^le Hottentc^ 
jaelithe missionary institutions not only provide for their 
own •children, but. it frequ^tly happejw lliat^ \r\, a^di- 
tipti lorth^.oiwa&milies^.they provide fpr th^ {}^$t^ute 
vUldvoD^f ethers... Indeed, this ohantable dii^qi^itiQii 
«3 cariMd :so &r, ^Aak the missifmaries are^n^yi^ 

^t * ! : ^..'^.CoiDBtl Gdltiii8!a.R^paiftto(a9i^ :. ^ 

Vol. I. N 
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troubled in providing for the orphans of the Hottentots 
at their institutions, the distant relatives and neigh* 
hours of such children being always ready to adopt 
them, and provide for them. Do away with the ini- 
quitous restrictions under which this people are placed^ 
and allow them to have the means of obtaining a fair 
price for their labour, and their affection for their off- 
spring will do all that is required for their preservation. 
Another plea which has been urged in defence of 
this system^ namely, that Hottentots are deficient in 
kindly affections to their children, is as false in fact» 
as it is opposite to sound principles of philosophy. 
The passions and instincts necessary for the preser- 
vation of ihe human species are little depend^t upon 
the reasqningd and refinements of men, and so^ oftedt 
more strongly evinced in the lowest than in the highest 
grades of society. Can we suppose, for a moment^ 
that the Author of our nature, who has imparted to the 
most timid brutes an attachment to their young, which 
makes them boldly risk their lives in their defence^ 
should leave any portion of our raoe, in their more 
helpless condition, without a provision for them afford* 
ing an equal security ? It is, on the eontiary, natural 
to suppose that the oppr^sions of the parente should 
rather increase than lessen their attajcbment to their 
children; and, in point of foot, the Hottentots in 
general are remarkable for an excess of affection for 
their offspring* The separations of parents and chil- 
dren, mdeed, have fiimished the moat heart-rendt»g 
scries that I have witnessed in South Africa; and, in a 
letter now before me, from a respectable individual in the 
colony, on this very subject, tiie writer, after express- 
ing the most unqualified censure of this proclamation^ 
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68 the occasion of mbre degradation and misery than^ 
perhaps^ any other instrument of oppression in exist- 
ence^ adds^ — ^^ Heart-rending, indeed, are the woefiU 
lamentations I often hear from Hottentot mothers about 
the loss of their children." 

The colour of justice ^ven to this measure, under 
the pretence that it is intended as an indemnification 
to the farmer, vanishes before the simple fact, that the 
local magistrate may, at his pleasure, set aside the 
claims of the farmer, and dispose of the children to 
others, a case which often occurs, without allowing tha 
legal claimant any remuneration. According to the 
proclamation, not only is the child to be apprenticed 
to the person who has maintained it, and with whom> 
therefore, the parents have lived eight years and up-» 
wards, and to whom they, perhaps, might feel less re* 
pugnance ; but, as if it were determined to place the 
whole Hottentot population at the mercy of the officers 
of government, and, at all events, to oppress the 
people, it is provided, in the last clause of this article^ 
that *^ the landdrost is authorized to bind such Hot- 
tentot unto such other humane person within his dis- 
trict, &c.'* No notice whatever is taken by the colonial 
law, let it be observed, of the Hottentot parents : the 
landdrost is vested with this formidable control, and 
that, too, witiiout the least regard to the feelings or the 
rights of a parent over his offspring, or of the feelings 
of the child in this forcible abstraction from its parents. 

From a provision in this proclamation, binding the 
farmer to have the births of the children bom on his 
premises registered, it may be supposed that there can 
be no imposition respecting the ages of the children. 
.Whatever the cause may arise frora^ I am sorry to 

N2 
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say that the supposition is at variance witli faqts ; md 
I have frequently had my attention called to cases in 
which young people^ who had arrived at the ages pf 
fourteen and sixteen years, have been rated^ at that 
period of life^ as being eight years of age ouly^ aigul 
then apprenticed for ten ye^rs. In one case of this 
pature, after being assured by the local autiborities ^f 
the district that an apprenticed boy was not more than 
eight years of age^ I proved^ by the evidence of the 
farmer at whose place he was born, that he was fifteen 
years of age at the very time he was apprenticed by 
them as a child not exceeding eight years of age. 
This fact, however, would not have been so ea^y esr 
tablished, if it had not been that the magistrate had 
used his dispensing power in this case, in taking the 
boy from the farmer with whom the father lived, and 
in giving him to another^ who had no other claim iipoi^ 
him, than that with which the magistrate invested him.. 
There was no charge of inhumanity brought against the 
master from whom he was taken, and, what aggravated 
this case, the boy was taken from his former master 
against his own inclination and the wishes of bis 
father ; and yet this separation was made by one of 
the most humane and kind-hearted magistrates in the 
colony. 

In countries, where one class of beings consider 
another as of an inferior race, such incongruities pass, 
unnoticed, and they are never regarded as inconsisn 
tendes among those that have had the misfortune t0. 
have been brought up in the midst of such prq'udice^w 
It has beeaa justly remarked by an eminent writer^ thalt^ 
although by the institution of different societies, un^quali 
privileges are bestowed on their m?emj)ers; aini ^Hl^ottgh^ 
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justice iteelf requires a proper regard to sach privi- 
leges^ yet he who has forgotten that men were origi- 
lially equals easily degenerates into the dave^ or, in the 
Capacity of a master, is not to be trusted with the rights 
of his fdlow creatures. 

'I have now before me the case of two girls^ residing 
at the institution of Bethelsdorp,, who were claimed by 
tivo farmers, on the authority of this proclamation. The 
farmers stated these girls to be the one eleven^ the 
other twelve years of age ; and on this ground their ser- 
vices were claimed for six and seven years. The eldest 
girl^ alleged to be only twelve years of age by the 
farmer^ appearing to the missionary not to be under 
twinty^four, and the youngest not much less, he con- 
sidered it his duty to make the landdrost. Colonel 
Ctiyler, acquainted with this gross imposition. The 
landdrost, after receiving the statement of the mission- 
ary, still persisted, nevertheless, in supporting the un- 
just claitns of the colonists, and reiterated his demand 
that the young women should be given up to him. An 
appeal was then made to the colonial government in 
fttvour of the giris, by the missionary, containing cir- 
CDrtistantial details. No attempt was made by the 
colohial government to controvert this statement ; but 
the only communication which he received in answer to 
his appeal, was a confirmation of an official note re- 
ceived from Colonel Cuyler, stating that no Hottentots 
were to be received into the institution of Bethels- 
drtrpi iv^ithont a permission, in writing, signed by that 
ftmctlonary. ' And thus the exemplary conduct of the 
iriis^iotifaty, which had well entitled hitti to the kppro-' 
batidn 'of th^ coiohial goremmeht, was the occasion 
dl't^dejiriving the iftstitoftion and the oppres^d Hotten-^ 
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tots of the district of one of their most invaluable pri- 
vileges. 

The clause in the proclamation now before us, which 
has a reference to the humanity of the persons to whom 
the young Hottentots are to be apprenticed, was no 
doubt benevolently intended by the respectable noble- 
man under whose authority it was issued ; but it is in 
reality worse than useless^ since it conceals, under a 
colour of sympathy for the injured party, an act fraught 
with the greatest injustice and inhumanity. 

A certain landdrost in the colony has taken to him- 
self the credit of this proclamation ; and he often re- 
minds the boors, with much self-complacency, that they 
have him to thank for the advantages which they de- 
rive from it. Had this individual kept his own secret^ 
from its very character it might have been supposed to 
have proceeded from such a quarter, from the immense 
patronage it throws into the hands of the local autho- 
rities. It is to this source that we are to look for an 
explanation of the care that is required to be exercised 
as to the humanity of the masters to whom the young 
Hottentots were to be apprenticed. Some plausible 
pretext was necessary, if it had been for nothing more 
than to blind the eyes of the governor, before any hope 
could be entertained that he might be induced to l^nd 
his name and authority for such an object ; and this is 
not the only instance in which the most honourable 
names have been prostituted to cover an assumption of 
power at variance with the dearest rights of justice and 
humanity. 

Among other evils resulting from this proclamation, 
it must be obvious, on the slightest reflection, that the 
act which disposes of the children in this manner mui^. 
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generally speaking, perpetuate the slavery of the 
parents and of the whole family^ reaching in many 
oases from one generation to another. In a journey 
lirtiich I made into the interior of the colony in 1825, I 
lodged two nights at the house of a respectable farmer^ 
who had a number of Hottentots in his service, that had 
belonged to the missionary station of Zuurbrack before 
it was broken up in consequence of the measures pur^ 
sued by the colonial government. Pointing to one. 
family, consisting of ten brothers, the greater part of 
them bom on the missionary institution, he remarked 
to me with great simplicity, ^^ That family, sir, is my 
wealtli : they are better to me than slaves, for they 
cost me nothing ; and I shall have them apprenticed 
to me till they are twenty-five, perhaps till they are 
twenty-nine years of age, and perhaps I may be able to 
keep them for ever." 

Among the many evils arising from the proclama- 
tion, one of the greatest still remains to be considered. 
As early impressions are the most abiding, and as the 
future character is formed in early life, the habits ac- 
quired during these ten years' bondage, must stick to 
the individual during life ; and a very serious question 
arises out of these circumstances, namely, what are the 
habits the young Hottentots are likely to acquire during 
this servitude? The principle on which the parents 
are treated worse than the common slaves, places the 
children of the Hottentots in a worse condition than 
that of the slave children. Under the influence of those 
selfish feelings, which it is the tendency of the system 
to generate and strengthen, the masters do not feel 
tiiat interest in them which they do in a marketable 
property ; and tiie consequence iS; that the young Hot- 
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t^l^tst aboQtith^ farm*-hoii$es> generally dpeakingyvteq 
l^bjit. ^HUjch ^qnger marks of degradation wd writc^ 
Q^^ss than the young slaves of iimr owa age« tbia 
ifero?irk is applicable to both sexes ; but the condition 
of th§ youpg Hottentot females is espedally to be dat 
plored. Exposed as they are, often without the pro* 
l^ti^u.pf &€pr parents^ and mixed with a slave popu- 
lation^ from fourteen to eighteen, twenty or twenty-five> 
yearsof age^ their moral degradation is almost inevit* 
able ,; a^d what has a young woman left^ when her vir^ 
j^e.iaTid respectability are gone? Were this the only 
evil (feature of the proclamation^ it would be bad 
W0\^gh to render it a disgrace to any country ; and for 
g)lj. tb^. mischievous effects to which it gives rise, it does 
j^ot presejit a g(ingle particle of compensation to the in^ 
ji^md partiep. That they might have been in situations 
equally bad, is certainly no apology for havingplaeed 
tteffi ^)iy.la\^ in the very worst possible eonditioa. Thp 
|b;:mei: .supposition is, however, far from b(^Dg aj^li- 
cablp to the young females at the missionary instit^ 
tipns. . Many of them, no doubt, at those statk>ns, as is 
egually the case with many women in the most fiivoui)- 
able circumstances in civilized countries, may turn out 
ill ; but I am borne out by facts which have come under 
iny own observation, when I state, that a large prc^r- 
tion of the young women at our institutions are ex- 
tremely well brought up ; and that their manners and 
th^ir whole appearance form a striking contrast to the 
fejpQ;^Q apprentices in the houses of the colonists. 

It was once ]r^marked to me by one of the most ii|- 
t^lUgent magistrates in the Cape colony, that ^\ the 
.proclamationj.of 1812 has sealed the. ,degrad?ition of the 
.Hot)eptptS| Iti^ji" he added, ^^ one pftlie roost infamoqs 
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pdblio a4te that ever disgraced any country ; the evib 
to itkich it gives lise are incalculable ; and for the honour 
ef the country^ as well as from a principle of humanity 
towards this oppressed people, who are writhing under 
ltd cruel and (tebasing operaAion^ I cordially wish to see 
it repealed." 

Thie following abstract of a case which has been 
conmiunicated to me, with all its melancholy and movhig 
details, by tiie intelligent and respectable individual who 
acted such a creditable and humane part to the distressed 
fjlmily whose fate it involved^ will serve to furnish an 
illustration of the use and abuse of this proclamation. 
In this case a farmer purchases an aged slave, on the 
understood arrangement between the buyer and the 
seller^ that the purchaser was to have in servitude the 
^fe'of the slave, a Hottentot woman, and her five chil- 
dren,, notwithstanding that they were well able to sup- 
port themselves, and that two of the children were 
already in the employment of a third party. The claim 
16 at first disallowed by the landdrost, apparently more 
from caprice than from any sense of its injustice, and 
two of the children (boys) are permitted to enter into the 
service of other persons. The purchaser of the slave, 
however, afterwards emerges from a state of poverty and 
insigiM^cance : he becomes a wealthy man, and is ap- 
pointed a heemraad. With the alteration of his circum- 
stances the magistrate's view of his claim is likewise 
altered. He is now permitted to take by force into ser- 
vitude two of the daughters away from the mother. 
He renews his pretensions to enthral the whole family, 
and in this h^ is now countenanced and supported by 
ihe landdriost, who actually produces the books kept 
iJtjftheptnpose of registering apprentices, to show that 



186 PROCLAMATION OP 1S19* 

all the five children had been apprenticed to {hid boor 
some years ago, though he formerly resisted his unjuisrt 
daim^ and notwitbstsuiding that some of the childr^i 
were then below the age fixed for their being appreo* 
ticed by the government proclamation. The new heem-> 
read next endeavours to get possession of one of the 
sons, who was hired^ under contract^ to a gentleman in 
the neighbourhood. In this attempt^ he is more than 
seconded by the landdrost^ who^ instead of employing 
his influence and official authority in repressing such a 
shameful proceedings converts them into an engine of 
oppression, and tries, by every artifice of cuiming and 
intimidation^ to induce this genfleman to surrender the 
boy to the farmer. Fortunately, he had an inde- 
pendent and resolute person to deal with, who resisted 
and baffled all his attempts to carry his point ; and, in 
the end, the boy was permitted to remain and serve out ' 
his time with this gentleman. Defeated in his attempts 
to endave the whole family, the rancour of the merci- 
less boor was directed against the father, who was his 
purchased slave. He had driven away the wife, when 
he found he could make nothing more of her and her 
children, from her usual place of abode, alleging 
that her remaining in the neighbourhood induced his 
slave (her husband) to visit her, which he would not 
allow; and, on one occasion in particular, (besides 
being in the habit of maltreating both the slave and 
his wife,) when she went to see her husband, who was 
sick, he beat her with such brutal violence, as to leave 
the marks on her body for a long time afterwards ; and 
this for no other reason than because he found her 
visiting her husband, whom he had doomed to perish, 
imd to whom this inhuman master said^ ^^ that he wa$ 
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paid for 9 and might die, as kis lifewas of no comeqwncc 
to him.** The slave was at last incapacitated by i^ 
and sickness from further exertion, but^ even in this ex- 
tremiiy, the master would allow neither the wife nor 
children to visit or administer to the wants of this uit« 
fortunate old man. He remained^ therefore^ helpless 
and forlorn in his solitary hut^ labouring under the 
weight of age^ lameness by palsy, and a violent attack 
of gravel. Deprived of assistance^ in excruciating 
pain, he was sinking fast, when his master presented 
himself, repeating his former doom^ that he should 
perish^ and adding, with insulting pride, that ^* he was 
paid for." He then asked why his wife and childrra 
did not redeem him. When the poor slave requested 
to know what this meant^ he was told that his wife and 
children had plenty of cattle, and might very well i^)are 
a team of oxen, with which they might purchase his 
freedom. TTie slave sent the message to his wife, who 
immediately hastened to collect ten oxen, and pre-* 
sented them as a ransom for her dying husbands 
But the master was not satisfied with them^ and 
wanted to have the pick of all their cattle. The 
slave was now sinking fast, and a few days afler- 
wards his rapacious and inhuman master sent a message 
to inform his wife, that he would next day remove the 
old slave to a distant farm of his, and that if she wanted 
to redeem him, she must condude the bsu^in that 
day. In haste the wife and her relatives collected their 
oxen, borrowed some others, and, having purchased 
the liberty of the poor old man, they brought him to 
the house of the respectable individual who rdiated to 
me this case.' A medical gentleman, distinguished for 
his |H-ofessionsil skill and humanity^ wi^ ^qiforj bu^ 



bia . €^(ieaY09£8 were in vain c r by , a » crtiel fflld< *wttful 
Deglaat <xi. the pertof his lide owner, fails disease had 
beaome inounable. AU that oouMtbe dene ^wto t^ ^ 
lev^e Im misery by a siu^lcal operation; MrnikS^Btmn 
h^ <?oaimenoed, and a few days < afterwards be explored 
ip I the ariQ^ pf his wife aod children^ listemog t<^ <gl 
byum which he had requested thara to sing. <- 

The following remarks, fttrnished by the gentleinafR 
vho ISpivoinred me with the affecting deteils of this case^ 
^ill. be read with interest r—*^^ What inj«8tioe/^ » ofcM 
serves he, *^ has been done to the character of the 
Hottentot people, by representing them as scarcely 
pqNS$e^edof a human mind! Here we see a wotidian 
s^qrifiqiifig the prime of her life to ntirse and'C(!)iiifort 
h^\ husband, whose hard fate it was not ofilyito'feea- 
sJftYfi, bnt the slave of aa inhmnan master. We' ^ee* 
th^;.s9mQ woman exposing herself^ to hait^iips a^^ 
brutal treatment, in order to console hira tn^^fj^^^thd' 
raisfR¥§ beneath .which he was sinking. ' Whcnj defeth, 
t^lA il^t. and best firiend 4>i slaves, was tapidly Aj^ 
pi:p^iQhiijg, , And no hopes could be entcftrtained of ft' 
cpnti^flWCj^; of life to. the sufferer^ this faidhfiil^and^ 
aij^ifctipnate Hottentot woman, and her ofaildreli, infto 
w^^opashe haii instilJed her own (^ntiments, hastened ' 
cbe^i^&Jly to. sacrifice their hard-earo^d propiMty to^ 
pyrqbftSQ: ithe few hours of remaining life, in Which 
they might pupister^ without molestation, to. the c^m-* 
fQftiiOif/tb^<%ing shnshand and father! And will a^y 
r^^^ioinal .person then veiiture. t© affirm, with » thisel • • 
d^JiaiU, before; him> that the two ;daiijjhteifs> seized ^^byi' 
thi^i^rm^) a«¥j)c(mstraiiiedNto ser^e ihimv under the*' 
sanction of the magistrate's authority, will be brought 
up better thai^.they wouJid hpve, biew with such a 
mother ?" 



I 14>isi «ideed» deeply to be lamented' that the BngltsU 
gotferomesit should hare tbiis ^eeied the degradation of 
the Hottimt€fts; and signed iti6 own disgmde> by ^ving 
aliegal'safidilon'to iiie very worst grievance of the Dtatch 
{kyetem-; tn& vAdch has been jin^y stigmatised ' by 
Barrow* in thi^ following passage in his Travels j^-^*" By 
a resolution of the old giovernroent^ as mrfu^t as it' Was 
inbaman^ a peasant was allowed to claim as his p^o- 
peity, till the age of five-and-twenty, all the children of 
the Hottentots in his service, to whom he had givt^n, in 
tiieir in&noy, a morsel of meat. " ♦ 

.Before ecmclading this chapter, I shall add a feWi 
strietttres on the Opgaaf tax^ which was first tevied on 
the. Hottentots at the misi^nary institutions in 1&14, in 
consequence: of a proclaiKKitioa issued that year, as(it 
^d^ jooiijB^idOTably to the grievances endured by thi^ 
uqfortutoate race. : , : 

. Wb^ proelMnation of Sir John Craddock, regalatmg 
aQji fixjiiigthe rate of the colonial taxes, was puHished ^ 
(m the 1st of April 1814, and the first intimation to the 
miflsioimiiies at Bethelsdorp, informing them that the 
Hoj^tentots lU) the miissionary mstitutions'were' to be 
taxed on the. same principles, and according to ' the ' 
same' rate, as the^ colonial inhabitants, was commtihi- 
cated to them in a letter from Colonel Cuyler, the land- • 
drost of Uitenhage, to Mr. Read, dated Sept. 1814. 

The manner in which the Hottentots wfefi*e collected • 
at Bfetheilsdorp^ under Dr. Vanderkemp, has b^h ' 
already «iated. The population of the settlemfeni;-dt' 
its oommenceraent, was cbmposed of Ho*tentot6« 'Who 

.' *l i'- -'■^'•♦i»ari^ow'«iT^avfel^;V6l.i^'p?95f:'*''-' ''■*'', """ 
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bad been previously in a sav€^ state, toid vibo Hred 
chiefly by plunder. TTie lands of Bethelsdc^ were grant- 
ed to Dr. Vanderkemp for the purpose of beginning an 
institution to attempt to reclaim and civilize the wander- 
ing hordes of this people at that time in the district of 
Uitenhage. Bethelsdorp is a dry place, and can seldom 
be cultivated with atdvantage : it was not selected by 
Dr. Vanderkemp, as has been erroneously stated by 
certain writers and travellers : it was assigned to him, 
as we have shown, as a temporary residence, until a 
better place should be fixed upon ; but the promises of 
the colonial government on this point were never ful- 
filled, aiid his attempts to procure a more suitable place 
proved fruitless. 

This mission has .been continued at Bethelsdorp by 
the will of the colonial government, and not by any 
fault of the missionaries. In fact it is evident, from the 
letter of Sir John Craddock to Mr. Campbell *, and 
from the whole of the conduct of government in re- 
gard io Bethelsdorp and the other institutions, that it 
was the design of the colonial government that the Hot- 
tentots should not be placed in situations where they 
could provide effectually for themselves, or become any 
thing better than servants to the colonists. This will 
more distinctly appear from the following extracts of a 
correspondence between Mr. Read and Colonel Cuyler 
on this subject, and upon which I shall take the liberty 
of making some comments. 

Mr. Read, finding that it was determined that the 
Hottentots at the Bethelsdorp institution should be 
taxed itt^ording to the rule fixed for the cc^nial popu- 

* See Appbkdix. 
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hikm, afler apologbing for what he was about to say^ 
gpes on to state bis objections^ in the following terras : 
— '^ In the first place, we are sorry that the year has 
so fi^r elapsed before this information has been cosn*- 
muniqated. The scarcity of the times is well known 
in this part of the country* The failure of our last 
harvest^ and the loss of five hundred head of cattle 
towards the end of the last year and the commence- 
ment of this, owing to the want of grass^ render the 
people quite unprepared for such an opgaaf. The scat* 
tered state of the people is Ukewise a very unfavourable 
circumstance, insomuch that we fear^ before the present 
opgaaf could terminate, the one for 1815 would com-* 
mence ; so that, in about six or seven montbs,^ nearly 
sevea thousand rix-dpUars will have to be paid by the 
Hottentots of this institution — a thing, we bdieve, im-* 
possible*" Having stated the above objections, he 
proceeds, in his own name and in the name of his 
fellow-missionaries, to make the following reasonable 
request : — '^ Another circumstance we hope govern- 
ment will take into consideration, namely, that Bethds* 
dotp has always been a receptacle for worn out and 
helpless people from different parts of the country. 
These people have been, in part, supported by collec- 
tions made on Sundays by our people, until some 
months ago, when their numb^ and circumstances 
became so distressing, that we were obliged to have 
recourse to friends at the Cape, to whose liberaKty we 
are greatly indebted. The number supported, either 
by private or public charity, is upwards of thirty-six^ 
besides orphans." — ^' We hope government will ex- 
empt such individuals from the required opgaaf. In 
the account of cattle which we had the honour to trans* 
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nit to yia^ we rAade a peturn iiKludihg efcn 4lie it M ttc 
belonging to the missioii^ry society ^ at ilibeirffie^^ 
catfle belonging to ibe misdionaites dkHved by ^ttie 
society for tbeir supports We hwribly hope gKMttsril* 
ttieiit will esoempttha mifisioiiaries frc^i tl^ iw^^eliseabf 
the abcrve opgaaf^ otherwise tbey will hav«ttoiapp)yi(D 
the society for additional support/' To Hm ^k^taetA 
and request, government made tbe foUowingMit^ply i-h^ 
*^ His Ex^celleMy sees nothing in Mr« R^adfs ceitioH- 
stranoes which should preveat the missionary. estaUisAi- 
ment of Be&elsdorp from paying tite smoe pioportitti 
of taxes whk^ is dbarged to the other inhabitants fdf 
your distriot" .n ,.,l 

Now, without adverting to that part of Mr. Itidadl^ 
plea itespectitig the skk, the aged* the ibQfTO> smiitibb 
• oifphainsy and with the other ciroum^tanii^^tpnlyiofiitlds 
cuse before m6> I am not a little aturpcised^rtth^ 
gofremmeai should have come to this omcliisiooii >«M 
that such an answer should have been arait totth&*dik- 
monstrances of the misaioMfy. AUovdng thajti>ltuiid^ 
moveable pvoperly^ and wages> are legitimate aabjeo^ 
of taxation, on what principle can ^t V^ .affirmed »thit 
people without any ktnd^ exciting the comm^d ^h)iul]d 
allowed for a missionary institution^ and without^ aidy 
mfoveable property bearing any comp^^sDn ^to 'the 
property of the colonists in the distrk^^ u should tibe 
assessed accordiag to the rate at which the ibtoons) are 
tafeLed ; and that a people not possessing). one^e%htijetfi 
part of the land of the district^ even acdoi/QtiAg' the 
kiid of the institution as tiieir awn- propertyy^bcmld 
be compelled to pay oiie-tw^ii> or otie^bnirteeath^'of 
tiie takes coUefded in that district t ' i i' ^ ^* H 

-Tbe injuitiee of tibis t^x; will lie still/ moiie^ imdrnxt^ 
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^lieB ibe amount of wag«s rec^ved by the Hottentois 

t^^cempaied witb4iie sum th^ hare to pay, in dit^et 

Hkes^ to ^v^nment. In the official report of Cdonel 

CkdMos to. gOTerRment^ in 1809^ he states, ^' that in 

<die distant parts of the ccdony a male HoUeitt^ m- 

•deiYeQ no more in the year than twelve or fourteen rfct- 

dolbuB^ which may be paid in mKmey^ olothes^ or catde. 

A fMiale obtains much less." In I81S, no additkm 

had been made to the wages of the Hottentots ; and 

it will be seen^ before this statem^it is closed^ that 

•their wages amongst the farmers^ ei^il in the heart •of 

ithcj colony, and not two hundred mdies from €a|ie 

Town, are still continued with very little ]mplx)veni6nt 

ih the UBite. By the roll of the opg^a^ now lying 

faefcHfe moi for 1815, I find that the Hottaotots ^t 

Bethelsdorp^ who paid the opgaaf that year> sffliodi^ted 

Ho foiir hundred and tweaty-i^ souls> and that the 

t whole liufll collected by (he opgaaf am<mited'to three 

thouddtnd four hundred and Mmn iix«>(k)Uaini^ i fivie 

JshilUngs^ and four stivers; maldbg the pvq^itmi 

paid by eiach individnal eight rixKldlara a^d a fractkiii. 

ili^i there any proportion between twelve ch* fourteim 

'rix^-doUars yemiy, which is the <;ommon wa^ed ;of fx 

Hottentot^ and tiie burtbm borne by that mdividiial^ 

when he has tp pay two-thirds of thatssm to govern- 

meht in direct tanes? r 

The following extract <rf a letter from Mr.'Joubert, 

'mifisloni^ at the institution of Zoar, belonging Ito tbe 

Soi]^. A&ican Missionary Society, in the diitri^pf 

\ SwelleiMiam^ will «et this nlatter in a dearer li^ht ithali 

^anyl neadOMlg that can. be em{^oyed on* this ^aubjeei 

It is dated the 27th Jttiie> 1832, f' We are here at 

^j[)r$seirt i^i a v^ dii^ites(»£^^^i^titin/tltei |ialf df^the 

Vol. I, 
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inbabitants being unable to pay tbeir taxes to goveato** 
m&xt They are all appointed to appear at the drostdy 
the 2d of next month, in order to pay thda* taxes, with 
a fine ; a, single person must pay seven rix-dollars, 
four skillings ; and a married couple ten rix-ddlars } 
or, in case of inability to pay, must go to priscNa. If 
pur crQp3 should fail a second time, a famine will bo 
the dreadful, consequence. Wheat is not to be pro* 
cuced here for less than thirty rix-dollars per muid j* 
rye is twenty rix^dollars, and barley ten r£x-doIlars| 
md the pay of a Hottentot, in this quarter, is from 
twelve skillings to two rix-dollars per month/' 

The following statement may be introduced h«re, to 
anticipate any remarks which may be made respecting 
the resources of the Hottentots, to lessen the q^ressive 
character of this tax ; it is taken frpm a letter of Dn 
Yanderkemp's to the cdionial government, dated 3d 
April, 1807 : — ^^ The number of Hottentots belong- 
mg to this mstitution (Bethelsdorp), since 1803, is 
twelve hundred and sixty-geven, including women and 
children. From these deduct three hundred who are 
now at Bethelsdorp, fifty who may be in the military 
service, a few who died or lately emigrated to ClaflFer* 
land, and the remainder, amounting to at least eight 
hundred, will be found among the boors.'* 

I have no statement of the same nature up to 1814 j 
but as no new means of subsistence were fomished to 
the people in the intervening period, we are warranted 
in concluding that Betbdsdorp furnished as great a 
proportion of its inhabitants to the boors in 1814 as 
it did in 1807. Deducting the fifty accounted for by 

, f A muid ia a measure ccmtaiiuBg three Wl|iche8ter buibel«» 
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death and emigration^ twelve hundred and seventeen 
remain^ fifty of whom are in the army. As these fifty 
soldiers were healthy, and probably young men, the 
compulsory abstraction of such a number must have 
had a distressing influence on the institution, keeping 
in mind that those drafted for the Cape regiment gene- 
rally leave their wives and children, and all their aged 
and infirm relatives, at the missionary institutions.* 

To the facts now brought forward, and the remarks 
made upon them, I may add, that this tax is confined 
in its operations to the Hottentots at the missionary 
institutions; and that it is a direct tax upon the 
institutions, fitmi which Hottentots who are living 
among the farmers, and who are not members of a 
ttiissionary institution, are exempted. Were this tax 
levied upon those Hottentots only who have procured 
waggoiis, or who had the means of making money 
beiild^ what is to be made in the service of tiie &rm-> 
ers, it would be liable to less objection ; but what 
can be said in palliation of an impost which is made 
to bear ^th such an intolerable pressure upon the 
Hottentots bdonging to our institutions, while others 
are exempted from its operations? — ^Why single out 

* We cannot si^pos* that tht re oould be many effective men in 
the three hundred Dr. Vaaderkemp mentions as having been left at 
Bethejsdorp. Taking all these circumstances into consideration, 
and admitting that the statement of Dr. Vanderkemp in 1807 may 
be taken as a standard for 1814, it is a matter of surprise, how a 
people, receiving from tweWe to twenty rix^doUars per aniMun^ 
ecMild a£R)rd to pay, within a f<^ months, the opgaa for two years» 
ampuptjng to si&teen rix-dollars, one stiver, and four- sixths. It i« 
Jiot surprising that Mr. Read should have declared, on the proposal 
of the opgaaf, that it was impossible ; but the wonder is, how go ^ 
Vermhenl could ti^nk it possible. 

OZ 
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tlie poor creatufes who liave tlieir tisfmes 6n^W(^'WlI 
of a missionary, as the onl^ victiiris , ior ^uch dppie^- 
sion : , ; . J 

Mr. Jpijl^erl having mentioned tliat l!he HoWebttiM 
of his institution were summoned' to t!he ^rBfet^y''6n 
the 1st July, 1822, to pay their dpgaaf, addsliiiitj^'ilfi 
default of payment, they must go to prtsOh, ^' Uodkinj^ 
over that letter, and remarking that half the people in 
the institution were unable to pay their opgaaf, a 
question will naturally arise — ^What is government to 
do with these people — ^how is payment to be enforced 
— and what good can be done by sending so many 
people to prison ? This mystery will be explained by 
a very few words. When the people are called to the 
drostdy, and cannot pay their taxes, there are always a 
number of the colonists present, who are ready to pay 
their taxes for them, on condition of their being bound 
to them for a year s service.^ Tlie Hottentots, having 
no alternative but to go to prison, or enter into the 
service of the boors, generally prefer the latter. 

It is unnecessary to attempt to prove that it is not 
the intention of the local authorities on such occasions 
to fill the prisons of the country ; and whether or not 
it was the original intention of the colonial govern- 
ment to oppose the institutions, and force the Hottentots 
into the service of the farmers by this tax, there can- 
not be a question but that its direct tendency is to do 
both. It is impossible to look at the retrospective 
view of this tax ; at the mode of its collection ; at its 
commencement calling for two years' taxes within a 
few months ; at the disproportion there is between the 
property and wages of a Hottentot, and the amount of 
the taxes required from him ; at the partial manner 
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^,.}Y^^^,t^e t^.^s.leM^ed^ it to the misr. 

sjqi^^, ^Ij^leip^nts^ and ilhe consequences resulting 
from it, as exhibited in Mr. Joubert s letter, and in 
i,^Q^,r^^k9 Jp .thq ^^ncluding part of these observa- 
l^^n^i; . aijtd, noli to ask, as it concerns the Hottentots^ 
j^hicb is the greater,— the impolicy or the iojustioe of 
J^;9ifijoxiQus tax? 
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CHAPTER X. 

Effects of Dr. Vanderkemp's Death on the Misiions.— Mn CaiB]^« 
bell's first Visit — Second Deputation. — Condition of Bethels- 
dorp. — Schools. — Shops.— Mechanics. — General Remarks.— 
Address to the People. — State of Religion.— Improvements* 

Without reflecting on the missionaries who survived 
Dr. Vanderkemp, we cannot suppose that his removal 
could happen without seriously affecting the prosperity 
of the mission. It is obvious from his correspondence, 
that Dr. Vanderkemp always considered the colonial 
government as favourably disposed towards the Hot- 
tentots, and that he viewed them as misled by the mis- 
representations of the colonists and the local authorities 
of the districts. He never seems to have considered 
the opposition he had to encounter as a part of the 
colonial system. His mistake, in this instance, may 
be easily accounted for. The fear inspired by his abi- 
lities obliged the officers of government to conceal, as 
much as possible, their real views ; and, in their an- 
swers to his representations, they either affected to 
disapprove of what could not be defended, or they 
attempted to make him believe that the indefensible 
case was an exception to a general rule ; while the cir- 
cumscribed sphere of his operations, which allowed. Jbim 
little opportunity of seeing the working of ti>e system, 
except in his own case, and the remoteness of his sUu- 
ation from the seat of government^ contributed their 



msnoNART- DSPtrrATioic 199 

cfiflfereni portions of influenoe to prevent him from dis- 
oorering the universality of those feelings^ which were 
viewed by him* as merely local m their operation. This 
limitation of his views did not^ however^ render him 
loss fit for the situation he then filled. A more perfect 
knowledge of the system mighty perhaps, have proved 
unfavoukmUe to the continuMice of his exertions^ and 
the final triumph of his principles ; and it is probable 
that had he been acquainted with all the difficulties in 
his undertaking, it would have been abandoned in de- 
8pair« While Dr. Yanderkemp livedo the mis^ons and 
tte aborigines found an able defender ; after his deaths 
the missions fell into a state of confusion^ which fiir^ 
nished their enemies with the o]^rtunity they had long 
wished for to successfully assail them. 

In 1812^ it was judged expedient by the London 
Missionary Society to send a deputation to South 
Afiioa^ to examine into the state of the different sta« 
tions^ and to report upon them ; and for this duty they 
selected the Rev. John Campbell^ who has since given 
to the public the result of his observations during 
several journeys into the interior of the colony^ as well 
as among the interesting tribes beyond the frontier. 
But of this period we shall have occasion to speak 
hereafter^ wlw^n we come to give the history of the 
several new stations founded by Mr. Campbell. In 
the mean time we shall proceed to offer some account 
of tiie improvements made by the Hottentots at Bethels* 
dorp^ where the success of the missionaries, notwith* 
iManding the numerous difficulties and oppressions they 
have had to. contend with, has set the question regard* 
ing the possibility of civilizing the aborigines of South 
Africa at rest for ever. 
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4Jfcicaj.i TOvinf^d) th^ » hop^ i6f the itiis8loiMaite> iddwl. 
stimnllttedvtNvi^^ta:^ bxeitioM.; hti ihe oames^ 
M|}iiph Ji?d toutheidisa$)pKM^^ land^ 

whk^f bsui^eiboeti aliebdypafily developedv wtil h& mover' 
fuIly^e^pkudQidmtfae de(}udl of tlas work. '* » - ' : 
I ](^tbf).])re«yrtlHlB> the dkectordof the London: Mis^^ 
s9>0|E^ry,Sl0Giety felt the. bbsolute nece&sity of agam ^eadn : 
inga d^^tatipn iof their <^ciety to South Afiioa^ to-inres^ 
tig^e*ipi^ibe real^sHuation of timr mbsioi^s^ aiiddnf^/ 
th^ ppte^ of tibe allegations ui^^idd- dgiaABst them fay the 
c^l^q^^igott^nment^ as the grounds of thetopptftsiikn 
m^p i^ fik^m^ Mr^ Cam^pieU ^uid myself were nomtt ^ 
n^i/^ wd,^^ointed aa a deputatioiLfrom tibe sodieiy ; 
foi^ thji^ilsui^Q^^ , Ihw^s to make a visxi^^aadeettorot to^ t 
England; and I agreed to xemaift five years. in the^' 
CQjwtry), that I might .be aUe.to gain a more^ thd- 
ro^}i kpfm^dge of the ciGtual< state «i£<tibe Adkisites^ i 
se^ih^m in 01^^^, and, if l^ossiblei samara jthd' coordtal - 
cqrRpfMfation piTtbe coloniftlgwenimewtin thdrfayciw* • 
Mjfiftpppwtwwt^iiawl that QfiMif. Campbell, lor//tk»ef 
sp^j^c ^olgiwts, f jrais :€Omir«inioated by a deptrtatlon/fram ; 
th^l^Pvc^tyr<p:L(H*d BathufstfWben.his lord^Hf^^gnified ^ 
hiS) ^pi;oj3j^n>of the> feoea^tiB^ aixdt expressed hit;* hope ' 
thatrPW qus^pnutvofikl be attended with <iie beoe&ial' t 

reSjdt^/WtlQipftted. • .'l -> . ,. ; ■ l ; id ',.■.•-, ^ :. > >■/ l 

Jt appstbe lobvious^ to every Mpairtial pensm^ that r 
oui; ; cCQnfimia^Qii) rwiis* of a muBd nattn^ ; that: i^* had 
moii^ thafli i^6impte< and weljlfiefined dikties of ^ ms-^* i 
siqfiaiTy tQ>4)Q! heathen to penfom ; that: we liireve^ ca%d < 
upqni ^;jjnve»t^tei,theMground4i!o£tithc^ cdnipliMukilfs v* 
urg^,^g§M*stfQiiijn,missic|n2ffies 'by Ube/colonia^ ^V€3in« - 
m^tj)5k»dllte> rifiwlpavQw I'to. mtiesAi Mrbat . wte»iamisai» - 



Shmn^idimipst Jemnfey into tiie hitefior, we were ih- 
thxhiced: to the local autiiorities cf &6 (ttfitricts, ami 
wefe oonstaiitty surrocmded with pet-sons^ who either 
Gbuld .B0t'give eorreot infomatioii, or whose objeict it 
was ikn niidead us. We received the friendly propo- 
sitions of the govemment^ and dieir promises to snp^- 
port/tlm mtssionsy itt good fkith ; and in the hope fl^t 
thbfie» pffHoisds^ would be redised^ we were willing that 
^ past giievanees should be bmied in oblirion: 
\IS^dub: inquiring nmnitely into all the causes of the 
uadai^iiess whush had taken jrface^ betwem tfie govern^ 
nrent an^ the mis»onaries, we were ch^y anrxions 
that the psople of the missionary stations should be im- 
pvOYed"; mid we were at tins time led to suppose that 
ther feelh^ lof the colonial government^ on tiiis subject^ 
werte in! aoeoi^anoe with our own. 

Oil tto> visit of the deputation to Bethelsdorp, we 
(oimAiiikmk inidtiiotion in let deplorable condition. The 
s32bii^'X)f<bppr@sston» of whidb Dr, Vanderkemp so 
Uttedy: bom^^lained^ and under which he sunk into hi^ 
graW'^wi^ a harofceri hearty had been carried (m foi- 
yesffS' without^ a single check. The instituiion was 
viU»dir)^eoi|verted into a slwe lodge, and the people 
wer^ called ^o«ri: to labour at Uitedbage, to work on the 
piibliciYoads> i> cultivatoihe lands of ike local atltho^ 
rities, or to serve their friends, or the mlxmBl govern- 
meni^ mdirif g^ for these lal)0urs never more tiiati 
a idfling/r^lineration, and \%ry frequently none at all. 
In atdditicm to^thb daify oppressions eKereised upon the 
pej[^l^>wetouHdjihat seventy dTthe men had been 
em^li^bitifor ^imbntbs in 1:he C^tfifer war. For this 
service/ t^elyiTeteiv^ nothing bui ratbns lor them* 
selvesirnnolliing< ih/ tbe^ shape of wages was allowed to 
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4feir famyiies; snd the womeb^ to keep HMnnseltes aftcl 
Children firom starving, were ander thd neoeMify df 
'Gontracting debts among^the fiuisefSi to bd liqoidatod 
by the personal service of the husbands on their !»- 
tummg firom Oaffiferlaiid. To these drcumstaaces I 
must refer for the cause of the dqilorable condition in 
Which the d^tatbn found ike spiritual and tomponl 
affairs of this mission. In sucb a state of wretched*- 
msB, vfe could neither look for deaaliness nor in^- 
dustry : robbed of the fruits of thw industry^ the 
people had no motive to labour^ and the phee of mnv 
ship was deserted. , 

On the arrival of the deputation at ihe institution^ ao 
Hottentot came to bid us welcome: the men y^&e 
driven to a state of desperation; the counteBanoes 6f 
the women were marked with the deepest dejec^on. 
The people gen^ully declared that servitude among 
^e farmers was preferable to their condition al Be* 
tfaelsderp^ and 1 was assured that another year of the 
hopeless wretchedness in which they were phmged 
would have furnished their enemies with the triuo^b 
they now anticipated. To save the institution^ imme* 
diate measures were necessary: a suitable missionary 
and a new system were required ; but the ranks of our 
missionaries had been thinned by the ooknial govern** 
ment,"^ and we had no one to whom we could confide 
the important afiairs of this institution, with any hope 
of improvement. 

" In connexion with the preaching of the gospel* the 
first thing necessary to elevate; the people^ and to ^t)- 
duoe a change for the b6tter> was to provide a person 

*^ ♦See A^siiiHK. 
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pofiiseMiii^ fii^lile qtolificatioiis to pmde o^ ibi 
mstittitbn. Hie quali&dliiioiis reqtdsHe m such ail kn 
dividual \^«regood e&nae, devated piefty, firmness of 
fitiiid^ ajid a mild^ oonoiliating: ten^ier. In Mr. KH« 
chingman^ Providence at length presented to us a 
person in whom these qualities were united ; but the 
spiritual and temporal kbours of the institution were 
toomuoh for one peraon^ and^ finding.it neeessary to 
divide them^ we found in Mr. Read an able coadjutor 
to our wor&y brother. 

We had by this time been long enough in AiHca to 
remai^ the great importance of early edueation^ to 
give an efficient and permanent character to our mis- 
sionary labours : a 4sukabl& teacher was, therefore^ to 
be provided^ and an e.fficient system of education was 
to be introduced. By much labour and attention, this 
desideratum has been at last suppHed^ and tiie bene- 
ficial ^ects o{ tiie operation of our schools have al-^ 
i^eady exceeded our most sanguine estpectations. The 
influafice of the system of education adopted at mt 
missionary stations diffuses itself over tl^ whole masd 
of the population: the parents see and acknowledge 
the improvement ctf the children; and the i»'ogress 
Blade by the young is pushing forward thmr seniors, 
Irom those but one step in years above them, to the 
grandfathers and grey-headed matrons. When I was 
at Theopolis^ m 1821, education was neglected, tfie 
children wotdd not attend the school, and the parents 
justified tibe children in tiieir idle habits. On my late 
vieit to that station, on a proposal being made to the 
parents that the children should be employed two hours 
in the day, when they were not in the school, in manual 
labour/ under the eye of ihe schoolmaster^ the people 



we know that what you propose will provj? i^{^^%.tQ 
thenij and our authority shall be employ^, tQoS)|4;^r| 
the influence of the schoolmaster.'*jf^j,jl j, .. ^ yirn.dMm 
Savages may be baptized according t^^^^e^ff^tf^^j^ 
any particular church, and may assume ^.Chvpf^Bi^ 
namej but they will never be any credit .jtjOj.jfpl^^n^ 
unless they are civHized by their instrjopj^j^^f./,:,!!!^^ 
may say of idleness^ what Solomon says, qf ,pi^9itpTji| 
was not made for man. Civilization be^,tto\j«]|^gj^ 
a relation similar to what the foliage bea^if to ^l]^q^|;n^4 
Trees are not planted in our gardens fop,tbQjj'^^;/9,jgf 
their leaves ; but without leaves^ in thqir.^p^q^i J^ 
garden would be without beauty^ and |Jbi,?ifri4t<vktl^ 
wpU flavoured nor abundant ,., j r.^x^^ I»ir>] iiwo 
I Dr. Vanderkemp remarks, that the Ti@ig^}b^>)9^|Q^ 
of Bcthelsdorp was covered witli tlie aloe pf Rqjfljp/^o^ 
but that hq despaired of seeing tlie day ^h/^ ^^<J^k}|^') 
teptpits wpul^d be induced^ by any teraporfiV#)jwl?^ 
to take the trouble to drain and collect t^ j^p^^^ 
juice. I had ofl:en remarked tlie indijOfe^pgef^.^ffj^. 
which the Hottentots regarded money. [ S^^»^is^ijjift 
retaU shops at our institutionsj and the Hqt};|^tq^ \^ 
from five to fifteen or sbtteen miles to t^v^jt^ffo^ 
they could dispose of any trifle they npjg^tjjppp^es^/y 
Reflecting on this subject^ it occurred tq„^fj^t^^-,^^ 
sight of a shop at each of the institutionijijjjiplgh^y^f/f 
i;£it^ as a stin^ulus to industiy. The pliiiitj9f ((QfifSiWPS/ft 
shop^ in connexion with the society^ appp^j^^^-^jjgpft 
accompanied with insuperable diflSculties^ji ^^ji^^ 
of this nature would have required the w|k^ fdtqp^^ 
^S^fM^^^^ commercial habits, a94,w^j(«iii|ftji9^o 



ual to spare for sUch an occaipatiorij to whom it 
^hild be entrusted. To have done business on such 2i 
scale as the institution called for^ would have required 
a stock of at least four thousand pounds ; and I had no 
authority nor inclination to advance such a sum at the 
risk of the society* And the last and greatest objection 
of all, arose from the abuse and evil reports likely tb 
spring out of a shop being carried on in any of the insti- 
tutions by the missionaries ^ Anything which has a ten- 
dency to impart to missionaries too much of a secular 
characterj to give them a separate interest from that of 
the people, to produce collision or dissatisfaction^ or ti^ 
throw into their hands a profitable monopoly, which 
miglit prove a temptation to induce thein to prevent 
the people from becoming their rivals in bushiess, or 
even lead them to frown upon them should they go to 
anftth^t* market to make their purchases, is carefully to 
be avoided, when the improvement of those under ouir* 
eha!^ is the sole object of our labours. It was undcr^ 
the influence of these considerations that I acceded to 
the proposals of the Messrs. Kemp, who are hb^ 
settled a^ merchants at Bethclsdorp* Theexperiiiidillf- 
succeeded. The sight of the goods in their window^ 
and in their shop produced the efiFect anticipated ;* 
the desire of possessing the articles for use and comfort 
by which they were constantly tempted, acquired ad-^ 
ditiotial strength on every fresh renewal of stimulus/ 
Money instantly rose in estimation among fhem; and^ 
the women and the diildren, finding that they could^ 
obtain' ^at they desired by collecting the juice of ihe 
aloe> i^r^, in ft short time, seen early and late/en- 
gaged in this occtjj)atronj or in carr}^ing the prodnc6^ 
of theik^ labonr'to themcirchant's shdpj to exchange W 
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for clothing and such other articles as might suit theif 
taste or necessities. While the habits of the people 
have been emitiently improved by the addition of shops 
to our institutions, this part of the arrangement has 
been attended with no additional expense or risk to 
the isociety ; and, instead of being in danger of losing 
the missionaiy in the merchant^ our merchants are in 
the habit of co-operating with the missionaries, in 
giving their gratuitous labours in the various schools 
on the institution. 

During the life of Mr, Pacalt, the excellent mission- 
ary who commenced the institution at Pacaltsdorp, his 
anxiety for the improvement of the people induced him 
to bind several Hottentot lads apprentices to some 
colohists in the town of George, who engaged to teach 
them their trades. The same thing had been don6 
at Bethelsdorp and Theopolis, and with the same 
results. The masters had kept them for their term of 
years, but they returned to the institutions without a 
sufficient knowledge of their trades to enable them to 
woi'k by themselves, or even to be employed by a 
master as journeymen. Those apprenticed to a black- 
smith had never been allowed to take any thing into 
their hands in the workshop but the large hammer ; and 
the tailors and shoemakers had never been allowed to 
lay their hands upon a pair of scissors or a cutting- 
knife. Two boys who were apprenticed to a saddler 
had been employed during the whole of their appren- 
ticeship in doing nothing but delivering messages, ^nd 
in taking care of their master's horses and cattle, &cl 
Those who have seen the aversion with which the 
improvement of our people at the missionary stationb 
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has been regarded by the colonists^ wiU not be at a 
loss to account for the motives of the masters in theic 
Qonduat in those instances. In order to carry on our 
designs in reference to Ihe people^ it was necessary to 
have mechanics at the institutions ; and» if the difficul-*. 
ties I had to encounter in their accomplishment were 
inferior to those which opposed the establishment of 
shops in connexion with the society^ they were suffi- 
ciently great to occasion many fears and perplexities* 
The practice of sending out missionary n^dianicg 
from England is attaided with great expense^ and 
seldom answers the purpose intended* Whatever their 
{^ofessions may be when they appear as candidates 
for admku»on into the service of the society, many of 
them go abroad with the secret hope of rising to have 
the name and office of missionaries ; and if they are 
dissqppointed in their expectation, thiy are generally 
the last people in the world to whom you would think 
c^ apprenticing a people emerging from barbarism^ 
to acquire industrious habits. Talking from the pulpit 
is generally everything with a great proportion erf tiiat 
class of men; and everytiMng connected with thei 
industry of the people, and their dvilization^ are con« 
sidered carnal things, altogether foreign, and even 
alien to the propagation of the gospel. We have 
had some mechanics in South Africa, who have fur- 
nished exertions to this rule, and who have seen 
the importance of the system we have adopted, and 
have assisted in carrying it into eflFect ; bnt we have 
seen very few, comparatively speaking, who would 
have been content to confine themselves to the stool oij 
anvil, as tradesmen in Europe are often obliged to do j 
and men of this stamp are absolutely necessary, lA 
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training up the natives to become efficMirt wcHi^nrai 
and rise to be masters in their turn. „> 

These difficulties could only be obviated. by /fiAdbgf 
mechanics in South Africa, who would laboWvatHlto 
station on their own account, i»ieoniiected' irift <ttie 
Sodety, and who would agree to teach Hottentot ^^ 
prentices^ and be satisfied witii thdir iaboui^ a» a rema«^ 
neration for the expense of tiieir boards and lf(»r Hm 
trouble of teadiing them. On this prindple I empl^red 
a blacksmith, masons^ and carpaaters^ to teaoh tiie 
people their rei^ective trades ; and there ate not> pw^: 
haps> better workmen in the colony tiisui several tof ifliet 
Hottentot blacksmiths and masons^ who have beeni 
tav^ht at our missionary stations. On makiiig ^j^reet; 
ment with the mechanics to be employ^ «t,the^9to4i 
tions^ I always looked for the fear of Giod .^ mk. e^^Wbi^ 
tial qualification ; and I engaged and reNkied opKHi^t 
who did not observe the sabbath in a religioi^.i;amQier^i 
and whose moral conduct would not be$^ th^ atriot^t 
examination. I had one great advankge witb ^ ik^m 
men over mechanics sent from Europe, In mysagr^T/ 
ments with them> when they were to be empipyod ioii 
working for the society, I never failed to infoiw themt 
that I expected the same work from them^ anfd itiMi' 
same number of hours in the day which the;^ wonldcfeel 
themselves bound to ren(ter for the same wages in.afiy' 
other service ; and that if they foiled in ihatpi^culari! 
I should instantly dismiss them. By the ibfed»ttg)io£' 
God upon those means, a change hasbedn effelsted odl 
our misi§4ons in South Africa in the ooufseiofi^ifwrJ) 
years^ which it might have required half a century ip 
achieve, had we been obliged to proceed oh the oldl,^ 
system. And jjl those, improveuWP^ . ijjaye.biiep.i 



stances, with the ndaMbek* of eflSdeW ihteiibhariiE!s'\t^ 
iw«»«ly ^; hfiul^ itt Afrioa ' greatly redded, ' ^nfl 'With 
ttifc'ciJyTtof ttdditbttal^p^ise'tb ttie sdci^^^^ 
o.iO0tof thej'ftn^ 'a*«ps liiilfeemirtmg !hci feltf^fSWr^f 
arpa^age* people, in corineidoti with ffeligidus tod^niord^ 
mflfermtkm^ ki tb Endeavour ley impart to them' ai r^i^lU 
iitthedeciMcies^aild ccymforts df life- ' Little da* life* 
doiie>i<i9«mrdi^ their gineral improvetotot, tHI you eait^ 
gietttliemJto>e9cohang0 Adir straw <^ins for decent- 
hoa^esi Theh^ miseidble reed-huts aw unfaVOtrrablei 
teHieidHJi and^morate^ Great numbers of the Mfotten-'^ 
tdte^^^iie^ofdoiisuhiptiofis, partly from this cause. ' t3drf-* 
tiliirii%'«ui^eIoped'in smdce, steepittg* ori IHSir^aWberi* 
ft^s,*4rid Covered With flHh;th^'6iWaIiWo^'dlvf^yg* 
siiMyy awd ^afre ifrequently cut off In early . !ifej= ik^^* 
the*>%]^wm<5e 6# t)ld age before' they tlrrhre^^^^tti^h*^ 
fijrttelhiyec^*;." '' ^^ - - •' ■ -' '-^ »^^'' ^^^f> '•*''« 

i^^ete Wts lire^as unfeVdtiraM^ to mftistry^^^'tliey*- 
*^ «6 iheAlth/ If'^6 visit *bem -hi'-the di^ii^;'hfe'* 
wflt'ftfd'ftotti fivo'lo teA human beings sitfJn^Voittia'^'' 
fine Icffli'Ap floor, lA a place *vhetfe th^y Wht 'eJfMW* 
randy md>iwhei!e^ they imist flndflt diffi^tdt itof ^tk^h'' 
tbeitisekws. «»heii fliey > steep. In ^ sucb k^^cuttidtaliciis;^^ 
iibt*bdbg^bleiitoiett4plC](y tbemselresrat ianytttifl^iJftWf'^ 
aeqmie indolwt habits which it is Veiy "difficult tbeVa^^ 
diake.'i ^llvstiBiDne renson^ p^baps^' Why the^ i^oluei},'iU^ ' 
sloh^istaid ofiihing^, ai^ nidre ind€feAi^t^n4h^*tii^tt. ^ 
The iwi^kif tfaebi^ri b^ng^ chiefly out of db(#s;iWli«]¥^^ 
tl»y»r«tii«to^their hutsr*it'4» fefr i*eW ;<btit t»^iiH>ttifeflV*' 

r, You, may observe smoky huts w, hcptlaad apd Ire^tond : but 

life and smoke in such miserable novels m o\j^ climate are not by 

arf^^«Wii>^eri6a«to^te/h^th^s4ti SUit^ •'^' " C'^ 
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from the nature of their «nployment> not requkbg 
reirt at the same time, require to be employed at needle- 
work, or, other domestic occupations. At our instituc 
tions, many of the young girls have been taught to gew ; 
but I have seldom seen any of them with needlework 
in their hands when I have visited their straw-huts in 
the evenings, or, indeed, doing anything, but sitting 
with their hands over each other, or lying sleeping 
round a few dying embers. In those miserable sheds 
it is impossible they can follow any industrious employ* 
ment ; and if the women were incUned to sew, and to 
overcome the difficulty arising from the want of a steady 
light, the injury their materials would receive lymg 
about in thdir dirty huts, and the loss of needles and 
tiumUes, would discourage them *'^, 

While they live in these huts, habits of cleanliness 
can never be acquired. They may put on new diothes> 
and the young girls may, out of vanity, or the desiia 
of admiration, appear clean on particular occasions ; 
but they will still remain slovenly in their habits, till 
they have habitations in which they can preserve their 
clothes and persons uniformly clean* 

The destruction of clothing occasioned by the con- 
dition of these huts, has a tendency to prevent the for* 
mation of domestic habits, and to gaierate the opposite 
vices. The Hottentots at our institutions have aoqpnred 
a taste for good clothii^, particularly the young woxaea 
at Bethdsdorp. This has given rise to exertions never 
witnessed among them before, and,, hke most yoiMig 
women in more civihzed countries^ the greater fmrt of 
their earnings is spent in dress. Their appearance 

* Ml*. Bartlet has informed me that he ha» known a Namaqua 
woman take a journey of two days to borrow a needle^ 
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cm th^ Sabbath is not only respectable, but sbowy^ 
Such of them^ however^ as live in those huts^ no sooner 
get a good article than it is soiled. When it has lost 
its fine appearance^ they lose their relish for it, and it 
h pat on for every-day wear ; and having no chests^ 
nor places to preserve their clothes in, they lie about 
on the earth, or are packed into a filthy skin bag in a 
comer of their miserable dwellings, and are worn <Mit 
in one-fourth or fifth of the time they would have lasted 
under better treatment. The wives of the missionaries 
at this station have remarked, in my hearing, that some 
of the young Hottentot females lay out more money for 
dress in one month, than they themselves do in three* 
It is no uncommon thing to see them collecting the 
juice of the aloe, a business which brings them in, at 
this inj^titution, considerable sums of money, dressed in 
printed cotton gowns, and expensive shawls,'-^a degme 
of extravagance, which never could have become gene- 
ral, but from this circumstance, that these clothes are as 
speedily destroyed in the way in which they are thrown 
about in their huts, as when they are kept in constant 
use. 

Tliese habitations ar6 also unfavourable to decency. 
When men and women are huddled together in a place 
ncrt more than six or eight feet square, delicacy is im- 
|)ossible. Modesty has been defined as the outwork of 
virttie ; tctid we can do very little for a people in the 
scale of morals, if we do not succeed in imparting this 
^rtue to' the females. 

"Books and literature connected with civilization can 
faelVer became general, while the people live in such 
dweUings. When a Hottentot is taught to read, and 
obtains a house where he can lay up his books npoa 

P2 
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shelves^ w)iere they wiU fea preoerwd $rom d^npip* 
from filth, from yermb, ^r the ehiWyen aflfl tb^ <i^ 
he is likely to h^ve hi^ t^te imprQjv^4 i hni if Jbe,h?p 
ao means fpr pneserving them from spq^i .epemiei^,. hp 
will seidom addict himself to rea^itiff^ .IJepftay attend 
dchool&> he me^y acquhre a« ability to road, biMi:tt^ 
talent will soon be neglected if books ace minjingrQip 
what is the same thing, if he has not the. means, qf.prfr 
serving them. How many are retarded fro^nmakii^ 
pirogress. in knowledge, even in, civilized counipes^ by 
incot^iderable objections !— and how are we to expect 
sujccesa among savages, where the desire isofconrse 
weak, if much greater obstacles are not. removed? 
Many literary men would be ashamed to mention the 
trifles by wh'ich they haye been discouraged ia their 
pursuits, or ijie loss they have sustained by the? oper 
jratiou of mere trifles upon their minds. . . i : . 
, In an ewmeration of the means em^ployed' fqr.thjB 
inaprov!en^ent of tiie people at our institutions, I roust 
here adviert to one of the first springs attemptfid tQ>Jpp 
set m motion for that purpose. It may be a^vai^ci^ 
as one of the most indi^mfcable ijiiiaKims irt pplitieal 
economy, that despair destroys industry ; and the de- 
/spain which had seized the hearts of the people had lo 
be removed before they could be iaduced to na^ ex- 
ertions to extricate themselves and their cilpftldreffl^!fr<wa 
what they considered a state of hopdess wretchedftess. 
With this view I had sevseral public jaaebtiitgsr. with 
them, when I employed every topic^^ which the gospel 
authorizes, to revive their hopes^ anditoexeiteih^mlio 
increased exertion^ Among other itopics/enti(ibyediiQ« 
tiiis occasicMi, to effect the object proposed,, lisitatedito 
.them the inti^Kist which theLofidoaat/Miseionbnj^iSpcifity 
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felt ih fttetti-^tbe pleasure which it wmAi aflford the 
Krectors of thstt Society to use their influence with the 
Britiiyh g-ovemment to ameliorate their condition ; and 
1 particularly pointed out to them the advantage which 
an improvement in their houses, and in their industry 
and mode of living, would aflford to their friends, in 
pleading their cause. I stated to them, that it was 
vain to attempt to plead their cause, while their ene- 
mies totM point to Bethelsdorp in its present state ; 
that the world, and the church of Christ, looked fw 
<)iviHj5ation and industry as proofs of their capacity for 
improvement, and of the utility of our labours ; that 
the men of the world had no other criterion by Which 
they could judge of the beneficial effects of missions; 
ihat results were to them what the external evidences 
of Christianity are to an unbeliever; that they knew 
nothing of the inteimal work of God upon the soul, of 
Whidh' they themselves' had had no experience; but 
that the things I recommended to them were level to 
theit- cajwilties, -and might have the same influence on 
^their minds, which the external evidenced of divine 
*trdthhbd= on the minds of unbelievers, in leading them 
t^(!> a knowledge of the internal evidence of the truth. 
i added, that they were not to consider \^hafe' I iw>w 
recofltoiended as carnal things^ and, for that reason, of 
nointfporfance; that the words of unerring truth said^— 
-^^B^ their frufe yeishall know them ;" that money Was 
tt Garad thing, and yfet Paul speaks of the gtft he had 
rqe^edi from i the church at PhUippi> a^ '^ of a savour 
<^f (&,' sweet / smelly «iceeptable to God ; ' ' that ow food 
'land' difigpik were mrnal thingsy and tbbt we could not 
• litieiwikbouk thein*^ i that to feed^ tlie hungry^ ' to clothe 
^the^ MStkedycte givie dBrhik to tte thifi^v are* carnal 
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things, and yet our Lord, in the xxvth chapter of Mat- 
thew, has taught us that the reality of religion 'm the 
heart will be decided by these things in the day of 
judgment. I admitted that much might be said in 
their defence, and that, if I had nothing more in vieir 
than to defend them against the calumnies oast iqion 
them, I might find abundance of materials for my pur- 
pose, in the oppressions they laboured under; but 
that I had resolved to take higher ground ; that it 
was my wish to obtain an exemption for them from 
the evils under which they were groaning ; and I de- 
clared to them publicly, and as in the presence of God, 
that if they would furnish me with the argument I 
wanted, an argument absolutely neoessary to ail^iee 
their enemies, and essential to tlie success of any at- 
tempts which might be made in their favour, I should 
first do every thing for them, in Miy power, with the 
colonial government ; and, if my ^Ebrte in that quarter 
should fsAy I assured them that I should use my utmost 
endeavour to influence the Directors of the London 
Missionary Society, whose favourable regards for them 
they had experienced, to use th^r infloeAce with the 
government at home to redress their grievances. And 
I solemnly pledged myself, (believing, as I did> that 
their oppressions were illegal, as well as unjuist in 
principle,) that, if these resources ftdled> I ahoubi 
never cease, while the exercise of my reaatm was con- 
tinued to me, and while I could use my pen, to employ 
every lawful means to procure forti^iem their just righte 
as subjects of the British government. 

I wa& happy to find that the people had intelUgenoe 
to comprehend the arguments I €HDfiployed-r^tQ fedl ^ 
{(Dtree of the appeals made to them, and to enter iald 
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my views. With muoh feelings and in a humble de- 
pendence on God^ they unammously declared that they 
would do their utmost to fill up the plans I might give 
them; and they have since amply r^ieemed the pledge 
Aen given. The plan of a new village was laid before 
them, and their subsequent exertions have excited the 
surprize of every one acquainted with the disadvan*" 
tages of their situation. 

The meaning attached by many of our countrymen 
to the word *^ civilisation" is often extremely vague^ 
signifying little more than a conformity to their own 
ideas in dress and manner of living ; but, whife we had 
reason to believe that Ae pretext of deficiency in this 
pdnt would be urged to justify the destruction of our 
missions^ and to continue tiie c^pres^ons of the people, 
I could have no hope of seeing the condition of the 
people ameliorated, till I could meet the objectors 
upon their own lerel, and do away with the grounds 
on which they had planted all tl^ir batteries. This 
great object has^ through the blessing of Qod^ been 
attained — ^the physical, the morale the intellectual capa^ 
bifities of the people have been tried, and it will be 
seen by the following fiicts and documents^ that the 
Hottentots at our missionary stations can be no longer 
chai^d as being defident in intdligence, enterprise^ 
or industry. The following extract is from an official 
communication addressed to the Reverend George 
Burder^ the secretary of the London Missionary So« 
dety, dated Bethekdorp^ July 5, 1825> describing the 
state of the institution when I visited it at that period, 
and when I had it in my power to compeu'e it with the 
oonditbn in whieh it was seen by the dentation in 
1819. 
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iieti!^ I ba^ ^fc^rmed of' fam cm > his ftp^ointmeBt to tiiis 
station. We have reaped all that could be htipedtfor 
friM'hiSi^dencd,' ability, and piety ; antfil bm ite^y 
to say Ifhaci Mr. Read and he co^^operote togidber imA 
cdi'diality arid zeal. Mr. aad Mrs. H*ilm came hem 
senie wdnths agor for* their, bealtfir andai© stiH in th^ 
iristitution. The attendance on ^bbath at divifleservice 
ii& g^od, and'ihe people feel ihe necessity of a Isorger 
fiAc& 'df warship. The* diiidren in the schools aw makt 
in^ very satisfactory progress in tioe English 'languii^> 
and if therel is.any truth in a remark of Drr01mlii»er$» 
that bne^ of the most sublimef^ i^ectacles- im na*iire-is 
the-f^ild boyof the woods cohnteg over his4*tt^rsy.ifcii 
fcawj^ly possible to- conceive anything more|^ralifyii)^ 
tjkm^ai isi^ht of the adult school at BetheLsdorp.r .In 
tbi$' school you may see all thetd^ts and allitb^^oerr 
gies^ of the' institution brought into exercisb. ' Erwry 
skbbath morning and afternoon^ the greatbody df the 
peo{)t^; and partioulariy snclr as aire employeid' aoMpiig 
the fai-m^rs during the week^ are arrangi^ m differ 
rent d^ssto^ iacccrding to the proficiency ^ey majr 
hav6 made; and you may see both sexes^<fir<mL fifieen 
yeaiis of a^e io seventy or eighty, engagcfd at^heir le*- 
sbris, Ti4th all the keenness of the most eager eompetih 
lion. ^£he Messrs/ Kemp, the merchants of ithe^ riet- 
41eni€ittt^ take an active part in the school, atidare very 
tiseful in 'the institution ; and I believe diey have reaactn 
tty^'be^el^ ivefll i^attefied t?ith theiretums they reeehie 
fiiorti ttieir' busifte*. You wduld see by the «cohipiaBa- 
«iV€f ti^w I setit y6U m ISm, that i*n IS^ tbey^Mtd boH 
to *1ire! people ^British miinufectUres tJo tt<e amoili^ lof 
SOiOW'i^ciddlArs^, todfroiA the inci-ease ^of'tbeirrixir 



port 'io^riocB^ tiie amount id Britisk goods ihey ha'^e scid 
ev^ year sinoe that period must be considerably abovo 
tfiat^rapi.- - 

- ;^^ilam. happy to say that the spirit of general improve- 
meiit which has done so mueh ftNr Betbelsdorp still co&i 
ttmtlBs to cqperate with uaabated force. The hope the 
peopde entertain that their present exertions wiU lead 
tothe^mselioration of their condition has given rise tp 
the striking ^advances they have lately made in civiUza? 
tion ; and) if &at spirit of iiKlustry is not injured by thq 
cQDtinumice or accustulation of a pressure too gieat for 
its strength to bear> we may look forward with confix* 
denoe to those results which will recompense all our 
labours^ and justify our most sanguine expectations. 
The bridge^ wfaidi was b^un since my last visit, is 
nearly; fini^^ied, and has proved to be what I may call 
a great und^iaking for the strength of the people, 
BemiA buildings have been eiiected within these twelve 
fii0ntfas> and the appearanoe of the place is considerably 
imprbved ; though^ I am sorry to say> the stone buildings 
of'ihe people are not so many in number as I could 
}mve ifrished toi hav^ seen. This ought not^ perhaps, 
4o toe a matter of surprise. The people work at their 
houses as individuals^ and under the most favourable 
circ^mistances agood stone house is a heavy concern to 
a labouring man. Even in the agricultural and manu- 
(aaturii^ districts of our own highly-favoured country^ 
fthere aretfaut fewof the labourers and mechanics who 
anriveiat the^cminemoe of livmg in their own houses; 
^md7Md)en>>by their industry and their economy, they ao- 
quireh^usea and gardens df their own^ they g^n a kind 
tof iatonnediidte rank between the labourer and his em- 
j^y&^^&ad ve-jloQkpd up to as. perspns of some influ-. 
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ence in their respeotive neigbbourhoodb. In the 
mafixifac^uriiig' diiriiiots of North Britain, the kbonrerg 
and artisans look forward to the possession of a houa^ 
and garden as to the summit oi their amUtion^ and it ^- 
nerally requires many years of hard labour and saving 
before their hopes are realized. Taking all these ar^ 
cumstances into coni^deration, every i^eotiflg mind 
VfHi admit that the exertions of the people, compared 
with their means^ have been great And as they have 
now acquired a taste for good houses^ particularly thd 
femetlea, the improvement of the people in this bb well 
as in many other respects, will^ I have no doubt^ keep 
pace with our expectations. 

* ^^ To our friends in England who are unacquainted 
with the state of Africa^ it may be proper in this place 
to assign some reasons for the importance I attach to 
this species of improvement The first consideration 
which stimulated me to improve the appearance of our 
institutions was to meet the objection, ^ You do not 
civilize the people ; they are fit for nothing but slaves 
to the boors ; you can never make them tradesmen^ and 
you can never raise them above their present vitiated 
state, nor impart to them a taste for the decencies of life/ 
Futile as these objecticMis may appesu^in England^ I was 
satisfied that while they could be urged against us^ wa 
could do nothing to ameliorate the general conditionoif tiie 
Hottentots; and I had but one method of refuting them^ 
and that was the method of the Gredan philosopher, 
who, when it was asserted in his presence that ihere wag 
no such thing as motion, instead of entering into a 
metaphysical discussion in reply^ he merely rose xrp and 
walked. While I have had the happiness of sedng the 
ignorance of foolish and interested men^ put to sfl^oeft 



AINU PRB8EN7 00)n>ITION« 819 

fay tbig practical argmneiii, I have had the pleasure of 
seeing' our stations increasing in good buildings^ and ii| 
tiie number df native mechanics. 

^* The circumstances in which I have been placed for 
two or three years pa^, have obliged me, in my com^ 
rnunications to you, to give a prominence to the exter* 
iials of religion, which might induce persons unac^ 
({umnted with my situation to suppose I was in danger 
of losing sight of its principles ; but if such a suspicion 
has arisen in the minds of any of my friends, I am 
happy to say that it is without any just foundation. VitaJ 
reUgion has never been lost sight of in my labours in 
South Africa ; and tiiough, like the sap which nourishes 
the tree and gives it all its foliage and fruit, it is not 
visible to the eye, it is nevertheless the source of all the 
fruitfulness and beauty which adorn our missionary sta* 
tions. While I am satisfied, from abundance of incon* 
trovai;ible facts, that permanent sodeties of Christians 
can never be maintained among an uncivilized people 
without imparting to them the arts and habits of civilized 
life, I am satisfied, upon grounds no less evident, that if 
missionaries lose their religion and i^nk into mere me^ 
chauics, the work of civilization and moral improve^ 
meniwill speedily retrograde. I might adduce in thi^ 
place many melancholy illustrations of this sentifiaents 
but this cannot be done without making reflections, and 
instituting comparisons which might be deemed invi^ 
dious, and would therefore be unwise. The church at 
Bethelsdorp is not, perhaps, more numerous than it wag 
in 1B21, but I believe it contains more real Christian^ 
than on any former occasion ; and the caution now exer-* 
eised in the reception of members, if it has kept spme 
]mk who might have been within the p<il^ of it# v^ouou- 
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niori^ has also raised ttie standard of tiiorkls, and' in- 
creased the lustre of genuine piety. 

'*'* Among a people who have heard the ^osiJel^ftJr 
niany years, and whose children have grown up iirider 
its stated ministrations, we are not to look for thci 
striking conversions, and the external commotion, 'often 
visible when the gospel is first preached among them ';* 
but if the current of their emotions excites less exteni^ 
observation, it is to be hoped, in the present iristance, 
that it is not because the stream is diminished, bbt be- 
cause it has deepened its channel. 

*** A stranger entering the place of worship at Bethels- 
dorp does not now observe, what he niight have wit- 
nessed six or seven years ago, the agitation and crre^ 
of the people, so great as for a time to interrupt thie 
preacher ; but he may observe what is not less iriterei^t- 
ihg, a congregation hanging on the lips of the speakferi 
the intelligerit eye, the silent tear, the devotionaTattftWdd^ 
the calm of meditative reflection, or the alternations of 
hope and fear, joy and sorrow, exhibited in the coAntb- 
nance as the speaker awakens the painful recoHiedtiottS 
of his hearers, pours into the wounded heart lihe balm of 
consolation, or agitates or composes them by the ghin- 
deur of the world to come, the joys of heaven, oi" the 
miseries which await the finally impenitent. Common 
observers, who have never reflected upon the progresi^ of 
civil society, have displayed much petulance and igno- 
rance in their remarks on some of these appearances '^t 
some of our missionary stations on which we are now 
tottimentihg. When they are making' their caustie 
and srieeririg remarks upon the exiclarhattons awd ^roftriii 
of ah trticlvilized congregation, they forget thiat therd*i6 
scaiicely any tneditmi in such di'cumstances betwe^fd^nbt 



f^li^[^;at aU, and giying full vent to the expression of 
their feelings. Human bein^ emerging from a savage 
i^t?^te, f^r^ UKe children much agitated; they can npitber 
§uppres$ nof control their passions under any extraor- 
clinaiy excitement* 

, ^^ In the illustration of this sentiment, I might appeal 
to faoijs of daily occurrence under the preaching of the 
gospel in Wales, in many parts of the north of 3cpt-t 
land, and in some places in England. It is in civilized 
lif€(, where novelty has lost its charm, and where men 
are the creatures of artificial habits, that they acquire 
the, ^astery over their feelings, or that indiffegregce 
which they often exhibit to the most interesting and 
afiS^cting subjects. You may still see at Bethelsdorp^ 
in tljp place of worship, occasionally, individuals who 
hav^. not yet acquired a perfect command over them- 
selves, but tHey are persons recently admitted into the 
insti^^l;ipn i the thing itself is also of very rare occiir- 
i;^npe, .and, it is never felt as infectious, nor does it ever 
ris^ to e^^s, so as to interrupt the minister or disturb^ 
the congregftljion. 

^^Amp^.such people, and in such an institution 
a^ B^thejsjlorp, tlie missionaries must have much to 
doito extirpate vice, and promote virtuous habits ; and 
cpnsidering the Mrong temptations to which they are 
exposed, and the corrupting influence of a neighbour- 
hood where you may, generally speaking, see all the 
vic^ of civilization, without (except in a very few in- 
4iV3idual cases) any , of its virtues, the morality,^ ojt the 
peopJiei is tQ me matter of surprisie, . Honesty, and ^ 
regard to, truth, are t;-ait^ in t^e Hotteptpt cljaT?4i??: 
jiyhi^h have been generally r€iii[iarked. A prppen^ity 
tej ^pi4t»QUS liqpors i? p^e :of thpir flPtp^t pq^er^ijiJ, pa§: 
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sions, and one that h not easily eradicated under any 
ciriiumstances^ after it has gained an etatire ascendency ; 
yet such is the order of the institaticm at Bethelsdorp, 
that the missionaries have not^ for years past^ seen any 
individual under their care^ on the institution^ in a state 
of intoxication. In the day, all is activity ; you see 
noiazy Hottentots sleeping in the sun in their carosses; 
and after sunset^ you hear no brawls in the streets, 
nor in their dwelling's. 

^^ On visiting Bethelsdorp in 1825, I had the 
pleasure of observing the spirit of improvement, which 
had done so much' for the institution in 1823, ad- 
vancing with a steady and accelerated pace. Many 
of the Hottentots have now substantial, clean, and 
commodious houses, indicating a degree of comfort 
possessed by few of the frontier boors, and far sur* 
passing the great body of the English settlers. The 
i^eep-skin caross, with its filthy accompaniments, has 
disappeared, and the great body of the people and 
of the children are clothed in British manufactures. 
The people belonging to Bethelsdorp are in the posses- 
ion of fifty waggons ; and this place, which was lately 
represented as the opprobrium of missions, is at the 
ja*esent moment a thriving and rapidly-improving vil* 
lage. Ini^ead of the indiflFerence to each other's Suf- 
fiMings, and the exclusive selfishness generated by the 
oppressions they groaned under, and the vices which 
follow such a state of things, their conduct to each 
other is now marked with humanity and Christian 
affection, of which a beautiful line of almshouses, (the 
only thing of the kind in the colony,) and their eontri- 
bntions to support their poor, furnish striking ex- 
sanples/ In addition to their other atertions, a gpa- 
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cdptis school-room^ valued at five-thousand rix^ioUars^ 
in which the youth are taught to read^ hoih in the 
English and Dutdi languages, and many of them abo 
instructed in writing and arithmetic, has been emcted, 
at the expense^ and by the hands, of the Hottratots. 
A church of larger dimensions has recently been com- 
menced* Bethelsdorp, moreover, possesses the best 
blacksmith's shop on the frontier, or, indeed, in the 
colony. Other trades, especially those of tiie mason> 
thatcher, sawyer, &c., are successfully followed by 
many inhabitants of Bethelsdorp. The inhabitants 
have, besides, within the last two or three years> 
r^ed seven thousand rix-doUars, by gratuitous con- 
tributions from their hard-earned savings, to pay for 
a viduable farm, purchased in aid of the very inadequate 
Resources of Bethelsdorp. 

^' In 1822, the Hottentots became contractors with 
government to carry military stores from Algoa Bay to 
Graham s Town. In this contract they employed thirty 
waggons, and created a net saving to the government 
in the first six months of 11,175 rix-4ollars, 5 skil-* 
lings, and 4 stivers. The people of this institution^ 
who were formerly burdensome to the colonial govern- 
ment when Dr. Vanderkemp commenced his labours 
among them, and in the condition of naked savages, 
are at this time in the habit of paying, in direct taxes, 
between two and three thousand rix-dollars, and are 
consumers of British goods to the amount of twenty 
thousand rix-dollars per annum. 

^^ It is impossible to give any correct idea of the state 
of religion at our missionary stations, without a refer- 
ence to the domestic condition of the people. It has 
been, justly remarked by Dr. Robertson, that the pri* 
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yate'aiid domestic situation of mankind is the chief 
circumstance whidi forms their character^ and becomes 
the great source of their happiness or misery* Any 
poison in this fountain communicates itself to the 
manners of men ; any bitteriless there affects all the 
pleasures of life. Domestic society, is founded in 
tiie union between husband and wife. Among all 
civilized, natioivs this union has been esteemedj amiredl 
and hoHQurable; and from it arederiv^ those. eKqaini 
site joy3 or sorrows, which can. eflat^dttor ^^ j^; 
plfiasqresi or alleviate all the painsf ia buiiiaa.Ufew: 
At , the introdoctioa of our missions among &e liotpi) 
t^jitots* their sexual connexions were of themost^oaBuaW 
and temporary nature. Without any staodani i^i 
miurals* they, were abandoned to the ^romslstilioata'/^. 
tiousi)Qs& H^ marriage covenant has beea intcodoobli ; 
by the gosipel; M is now re^garded by^itbe Hctttettt^; 
at oqr missioiiary institutions as mi indkssoliiUe>idliluu»4H 
and young females who have lost their ^charaefem rh^W^^ 
now no chance of being asked in marriage^ or even 
notieed, by rei^)ect£d)le young men of tfaekr x>¥rQ4it£i- 
tiw-" , . 1 
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CHAPTER XL 

Testimonies in Favour of Bethelsdorp. ] ' 

In Ae preceding statement of the change which has 
been^eflfected upon the Hottentots of Bethelsdorp; tio 
attempfc has been made to overcharge the picture ; 
nothing has been advanced but what will bear the { 
most ripd scrutmy^ and \diat must be admitted by all,^ 
whether friends or enemies, who have taken pairtsto' 
inform themselves as to the state of this in$tttutiort. 
A few testimonies^ extracted from lettem of respectable' 
indtvidoals who Iwid visited our missionary stations, ' 
and most rfthetti wholly unconnected with the so^fetyi ' 
may, however, be hem subjoined, as urle^tceptidnfetM^* 
evklehce in Ae present case. ; , i .r. 

Tiie following extract is from a joint letter froih W. * 
T. Blair^ Esq., of the East India Company's civil ser- * 
vice, and Captain Miller, of the Company's military 
service, dated December, 1824: — 

^^ Many of the Hottentots of the missionary institu- 
tions which we have visited appear to us fully on an 
equality, in point of civilization, with a great portion of 
the labouring class in our own country; and among 
those of Bethelsdorp particularly, English habits and 
English feelings seemed to be rapidly gaining ground. 
Many of their houses were exceedingly comfortable 
and clean ; and, in this respect, it is rather remarkable 
how far they have overcome the proverbial filthiness of 
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their former habits. Their public spirit and disinterest^ 
edness have been shown in the gratuitous contribution 
of their labour to works of charity and general utility; 
such as the churchy school-house, road^ kraal^ tank, and 
poor-house at Bethelsdorp, constructed entirely at their 
own expense ; while the voluntary support of this last- 
jnentioned asylum for the aged and infii-m, affords also 
a strong proof of the benevolence of their dispositions, 
and the influence of civilizing principles of the best 
kind on their general conduct. 

*^ We were glad to find that the industry of the 
people, at the different institutions, was fettered by no 
restrictions on the part of the missionaries, and that the 
profits of it were entirely their own. The missionaries 
assured us, that they strictly avoid interfering with the 
people in the disposal of themselves, and that they had 
perfect liberty to go, whenever and wherever they 
pleased. The outward circumstances of many of them, 
their houses, cattle, waggons, &c., afford unquestion- 
able proof of their industry; while the quantity of Euro- 
pean articles sold at the stations of Bethelsdorp and 
Theopolis, also shows that the people in general are far 
from being insensible to the comforts of civiliz^ life, 
or unwilling to labour to attain them." 

The following is an extract of a letter from Thomas 
Pringle, Esq. (now secretary to the Society for the 
Mitigation and gradual Abolition of Slavery), written 
from the Caffer frontier, and dated March, 1825 : — 
^* On my journey from Algoa Bay towards Bavian's 
River, I spent several days at Bethelsdorp ; and I shall 
now offer a few remarks on the present situation of that 
institution, which, from an individual like me, entirely 
unconnected with your society or your congregation. 
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may, perhaps, not be unacceptable, at a time whea 
both yourself and your society are assailed on all hands 
by enemies and calumniators. 

** It is now just about five years since I first visited 
Bethelsdorp, on arriving at Algoa Bay, with my party 
of settlers, in 1820. At that time, the outward ap» 
pearance of the place was far from prepossessing, 
TTie country around is naturally bleak and barren, and 
the want of water for irrigation had prevented the in^* 
habitants from cultivating gardens or planting fruit- 
trees. TTie same circumstances, the want of personal 
and p^manent interest in the soil, and, above all, the 
want of the feelings and habits which such circum* 
stances promote, had prevented the Hottentots of Be* 
thelsdorp from attaining that progress in the comforts 
and decorums of civilized life, which tend so much both 
to improve their own character, and to please and pre* 
possess the passing traveller. These defects, which 
were indeed much more the misfortune than the fault 
of the Bethelsdorp Hottentots, have been, since that 
period, to a great degree remedied. Many of the Hot- 
tentot femilies have now substantial, clean, and coti* 
modious houses. Some have even reached a degree of 
comfort and conv^ence much beyond the average of 
the frontier boors. The kloof, adjoining the scanty 
brook, has been cultivated to the utmost extent of its 
capabilities. The whole of the people, and even the 
majority of the children, are decently dressed in Eng-' 
lish manufactures. The sheep-skin caross and its 
squalid accompaniments have disappeared. Many of 
ihe people have waggons and oxen, and earn much 
money by carrying goods to Graham's Town, &c* 
There are good masons, carpenters, smiths, and <:^er 
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tradesmen among therti, who execute the gk^feater part 
of the work in the rising Village of Port Elizabeth, as 
well as the various improvements in pit)gress at Bethds- 
dorp. The entire aspect of the placte and its jnha-^ 
bitants has strikingly improved since f first visitfed it: 
tiiere is an air of activity and intelligence about th6 
people, which I did not then perceive ; and I have no 
doubt that they are rising, and that rapidly, in the scale 
of society. 

. ^^ So much for externals. In regard to the progress 
of piety and morals it is more difficult for me to i^peak 
with precision, as the evidences on these points require 
a more close and cautious investigation than I can pfo^ 
fess to have given ; but I have little doubt, froth all 1 
could observe during my visit, and from my subse- 
quent inquiries in the vicinity, that much has been 
done, and is now doing, in these most important tndt- 
ters. There is every appearance of serioiisriei^s aiia 
sincerity among the mass of the people in theit i-di'gibuk 
assemblies. There is no drunkenness, and, ko far fts f 
can ascertain, few gross breaches of moralitj' atBethlefk- 
dbrp ; though it is true, that the Hottentots rfesidiVig iii 
the neighbouring villages of Uitenhage and Port Elt- 
2;abeth are exceedingly corrupted. At Graham's 1\)wn/ 
1 hear, they are in a still more deplorable condition. ' ' 
*^ But what pleased me more than any thing elsfe on* 
this visit, was the appearance of the schbolsj boffi'fb^ 
children and adults. The Sunday-school for adtilts is^ 
eflficient and interesting, in a very high de^ifee. 'Thte* 
unaffected earnestness and iai^dour evinced by tAefWftbler 
adult population to leaiti to readtheii-Wbfes; #ai^'faP 
beyond any thing I c6uld have ahticipatied ; 'ktid'H^l^ 
believe/ qmle uhpi^cedented in' any otHir'ihslfHtittd^ 
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CTcept Theopolis. The Hottentots at these Sundayr 
schools have forgqt altogetiier their constitutional apa- 
thy^ apd appear to have at once acquired the eamest- 
ne$3 and vivacity of the natives of southern Europe. 

/^ In regard to the other improvements of the place, 
it is unnecessary for me to speak^ as they must be all 
well kpown to you. The excellent alms-house, the 
t?inks, the smiths' shops, the store, and missionaries^ 
houses, are all great and obvious improvements since 
ray fqm^er visit, 

^M am glad to find my own sentiments resj^ecthig 
Bethelsdorp corroborated by so important an evidence as 
Sir Richard Flasket. He visited Bethelsdoi^ about ten 
days before me, in company with tlie landdrostj Colonel 
Cuyler, and expressed himself, as I was informed, 
highly pleased with the appearance and good order of 
thp jui^tijt^tion ; adding that * it was evidentj that if anjr 
tiling ha,d been done for the Hottentot racej it had been 
4one by the missionaries. ' Even Colonel Cii) Icr bore a 
i|eliict^t te$timony to the improvements at Bethels- 
dorpj^jVfJiichie had not visited for two years preceding, 
t. hear thai; Sir Ridi^^rd expressed his opinion in favour 
of pethe^sdoip^ alsp,^ very stroogly to the governor at 
Graham's Towp, and urged him to visit the institution.. 
He h^ J:iot, however^ been successful; for Lord[ 
^harlp^ ^fi^er^^t has passed Bethelsdorp, both in 
gpii^g^pd returning^ within a few iniles^ without ho- 
^0l^^ng it with a yi^it, or showing it any token of his 
^Yf^r- . Qn tlfe ooi^trary, ijt is remarkable that his 
vjpi]^]l;a Itlit^fihg^gie^ b^ been instantly followed up by 
fffsph.a^ift&^p^, opprj^sp^pn and persecution towards this 
ipstijtutjpn. I /J'hp. rais^ionar^a arc now ordered to col-j 
Igfiii^i.l^e Miespo^^^bl^ for thq opgac^[o( ihQ Hptt^'lTI 
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tote ; — a measure which^ in the circumstances of Be- 
thelsdorp^ is equally odious and impracticable. In shorty 
it is clear enough that Lord Charles and Colonel Cuyler 
are equally disposed to annoy and harass this place to 
the utmost of their power_, if not to destroy it utterly. 
It was long an eye-sore, and is now a reproach to them 
both ; but it has^ I trusty a Protector, Who will turn 
their counsels into foolishness." 

In pursuance of a plan, which had fol* ite object the 
education of the sons of the missionaries, and of young 
natives, to be employed as schoolmasters and teachers, 
&c., the Rev. William Foster, a gentleman of a culti- 
vated mind, and othei'wise well fitted for such ah im- 
portant station, was sent to South Africa by the di- 
rectors of the London Missionary Society. Mr. Fbstfer 
was appointed to conduct the proposed seminary, arid 
with this view he arrived at the Cape early in 1825* 
In the following extracts of two lettetis frohi Bethefe- 
dorp, addressed by that gentlfeman to the directors of 
the society, dated May 22 and June 19, 1826, the 
reader will find additional confirmation of the pre- 
ceding statements, and a pleasing view of the conti* 
liued prosperity of the institution : — 

^^ TTie appearance of Bethelsdorp and Theopolis is a 
practical refutation of the calumnies circulated against 
theni, particularly against the formek* ; and these dif- 
ferent institutions challenge the applause of the candid, 
and even of enemies. In the schools, the British system 
may be seen in a state of perfection equal to almost any 
thing that can be witnessed in England, and the num- 
bers under instruction, and their proficiency, are trlily 
admirable. The number of schools here at present is 
six, including two day-schools> and two Sunday-Schools 
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for the children, a large adult school on the Sabbath, 
and an evenbg school in the week, besides the semi^ 
nary which I have commenced with the natives, in 
which they are proceeding in the more important 
branches of knowledge. The various societies of a 
benevolent and reUgious nature call into exercise 
those principles which, from the pulpit and otlier 
quarters, are enforced upon them, and, as is inva- 
riably the case, elsewhere tend to strengthen and bring 
them to maturity. I am happy in observing, in the 
deportment of every individual, the utmost quietness 
and sobriety : there is nothing like a tumultuous or 
noisy assembling for the purposes of sinful mirth or 
misdbief, so that those who are not the most active 
members of the community are not, in a contrary 
manner, injurious. 

*^Tlie public spirit of the people is remarkable, com- 
pared with their limited means : the public buildings 
on the place, which have resulted from it, being worth 
many thousand dollars, while others are designed, and 
some in actual progress. 

*^ Many oppressions, under which the people of this 
station have laboured, have happily been suspended^ 
The restrictive measures, with respect to the Hottentot 
nation, howev^, which are still retained, have a very 
injurious tendency upon their industry and advance- 
ment A short time ago the missionary stations were 
in ruins, the missionaries and their people desponding, 
and the latter scattered : as an inevitable consequence, 
instruction, both religious and useful, was almost at a 
€itand, the prepress that had been made was neariy 
lost, and the enemies of missions confidently predicted 
a complete triumph. The timely interposition of Dr. 
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^PhtUpiiapp% amsted'thel oppressive laystem^ and^nbyt 
^6€kiDgf Bgj^respioni baa given 4ihe pr^seati scc^ifoit 
^e.bcr^ivit^r and resources of the Hclttentot^v ::Wliat ik 
\q .tbat^ecman; tbeir imprcyved and QomparatiYelur feub^ 
g^toiiti^ cici^umstanees/ ©ay be dated from that period ^ 
aiidi ^^B tlpiie system of coatraet^/ as 9t preset prao? 
^e^ with that of passes^ the impossibility of l^^ly 
holding laod^ together with the denial of the othfiir 
jighte offree persons^ are abolished^ there- can b0 no 
qnOSjtipft m to the cartainty of <iieir attaining raak and 
iini|tf>rtafi^e;in sopiety. Their alleged inoapiacity for 
Ihie^ .^ryqyuaent Mof i»>cial rights, in their discharge of 
fiuyi sc^l .dnti^^ proves as idle as it is malicious — ^the 
OonyQIiiwit pretext for prefedng an act of: oppression* 
These improvements I by no nwans hold out as ithe 
phiefpt^jeots,^ missionary attention, though wife those 
^hfk tm Jbronght into immediate contact ttifli- ^the rha^ 
ii^^Ss, *nd S(?p how intimate is the relatk)nb!5tween.th«ir 
.tiEifflpQral, ^nd, iieligious improvemenir-iow comfortable 
^ri?fli«?^ees, pr?event innumerable tempt»tion)i> thejr 
nr^ ftpt ,t« fOQwpy mpre attention than, perhupa, % 
gudgfi^MiSght by;tli06e who are less aOautely aci- 
ij^inted.withthem, . . : 

, /';^lHpre^nt state x)f our Christian society heieis 
jp^oirej a»^lpgou8 to jthati of a dissenting church at home ; 
andrtbpngh there may have been few additions^lately 
.^ thftjWmb^ of irisJMe converts, there have b^Wn few 
.or »o instances .of;dedension: the membem have ad- 
ywcedi^gijes^tlyin .the st^dfastneps and; consistency! of 
thpir psdesf ioHj, wWob>. to those who reflect how.pi!^- 
§^rion?»:ii^.g^jieral^ is.the Christian cQn^ict (tf those 
lMit4jit^.jr0clawPd,4rQm. beath^ism, ^ill be kvifom 
imghWm^^^mm^<^nU ..Benign. .W^tfeeitsai^ 
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to ha^re assumed more the character of a principle than 
foriiief;ly^ and the ciFOHmstance of being aflfected^ under 
the ioil^hing' or sol^i^n exhibitions of the gospel^ is 
D<> longer consid^^d by theitiselves as an unequrrocal 
proof of their beiiig under its influence. Greater care 
and diseriminAtion are now exercised in regard to 
the cahdidates for communion. No complaint can be 
ftmde as to the attendance at the puWic exercises 
of the sanctuary^ and it is pleasing to notice the earnest 
attention observable in almost all the congregation. 
To ti*e effects produced by the preaching of the gospel^ 
we may add the numerous other influences of a directly 
religious nature^ which are acting upon them^ the effect 
of ii^ich cannot be uncertain^ though gradual^ and^ 
hitherto, imperceptible." 

' in bis second letter, dated June 19, 1826, Mr. Poster 
writes its follows :-~** I have no hesitation whatever in 
affiitfiing, thfeit the capacity of the Hotteiitots for tfie 
ab^uisition of knowledge is equal to that of Europeans. 
I speak of what I have seen in our schools, and in those 
of jnirturer years under my care. The latter at first 
lafeouiied Qnder the difficulties of having discontinued 
for some years those habits of recollection, more espe- 
cially exercised at sdiOols. But they are rapidly ac- 
qnirinlg a greater facility in this respect, and prove 
themselv^ capable of any degree of advancement. 

'^'^ 'Were there no prejudice against their complexion 
in the community among whom they would have to 
labour^ many would probably be able to discharge any 
duties the* Society might lay upott them. But here the 
casfe^is *roh as scarce any can conceive without wit- 
wesiiing* it' 'As the institutions fui^nish a refuge to the 
li^rtteritots from ^ tipprefssioiis of the booi^ and other 
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cok>nists> all of whom consider they have a right to 
their service^ they are looked upon with a very evil eye, 
and assiduously misrepresented to the government, 
as furnishing only means and motives to indolence. 
The slavery that has existed in this colony, and ex- 
ercised its pernicious influence upon the inhabitants, 
leading them to regard all of a dark complexion as 
inferior beings, and a species of property^ or deserv- 
ing only to become such, has greatly aggravated this 
hostility, 

" Under such circumstances, the only proof of the 
utility of the stations that is undeniable, is their im- 
provement in industry and civilization — to impress the 
necessity of which m the burden of the missionary's 
daily work ; and the peculiar circumstances of the case 
here, sometimes, perhaps, encroach too much on his at- 
tention to their spiritual concerns. This stimulus, how* 
ever, has been happily not without effect : the mouths of 
the enemies of missions have been stopped, and tibtose 
who are strangers and candid, unanimously acknowle<%e 
the great superiority of the natives with us to those who 
are elsewhere. But attention to this object must not 
for a moment be relaxed. Were the Hottentots found 
retrogradijQg, there can be little doubt that the clamour 
raised agsanst the stations through the whole colony ' 
would effect their suppression. From the views and 
prejudices, and temper of the colonists, it will be a con- 
siderable time before we can expect to see Hotten^tots 
quaUfied and possessed of sufficient weight of character 
to fit them to take the charge of our missionary instir 
tution; lliey must, for a time, require protectors a$ 
well as teachers. As schoolmasters, however, and «^ 
sistant3 in preaching, they would prove unej|«ceptionabiy 
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Useful^ particularly in the latter employment. There 
are now numerous places in the neighbourhood of the 
stations where the gospel might be published, and they 
will soon be greatly increased. 

^^ I would suggest to the society the desirableness of 
obtaining missionaries among either the English or 
Dutch in this country. The extent of the population 
is such, that a sufficient number might now be ob- 
tained for all the fonds the society could devote to this 
part of the world. Dr. Phihp procured several persons 
In Cape Town, who are now usefully employed in the 
service of the society, besides others who have mate- 
rially aided its operations. By such an arrangement, 
all the benefit of European missionaries would, hu- 
manly speaking, be secured, while the sacrifice of feel- 
ing and the risk of health would be greatly diminished. 

^^ No commencement has yet been made with the 
children of the missionaries, owing to the want of a 
sufficient house, and other engagements, which have 
devolved upon me. As soon as a building is com- 
pleted, (which will soon be the case,) where they can 
be assembled, those on the place will be received who 
can reside with their parents. I trust soon to be 
favoured with the decision of the directors, particularly 
with respect to the site of the seminary, that I may be 
able, more regularly and effectively, to commence my 
operations than I can do at present. The circum- 
sfeinces in which the Hottentots have hitherto been 
placed as a nation, render the advancement of them, in 
any respect, most interesting, particularly the qualifying 
them, by knowledge, for the publication of the gospel. 
Their progress has never been so rapid as within the 
last few years ; and from the peculiar circumstances of 
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the colony, it must continue in an increased ratio. Hie 
piety of the colony is chiefly, though not exclusively, 
to be found amongst them ; and as the rising generation 
is, for the greatest part, under the influence of a reli- 
gious education, and Hii^ jni^pn^ qf^ religious instruction 
are to all of them much more abundant than ever they 
wisr^hekim^ we may ho()e that ihe i»terei^Sof purif 
ahd tefidefiled reM^on will yet more iextensiVdy pwsper 
dmortg them; The providence of Gbd seeni^ eftfphaii- 
cally wiping away their reproach, and elevating tWm, 
l?qth||b}n,spiritqfd ^nd temporal mcE^ ipljtief rsfjjJe; .pf 
n^ttflfVS' :t ^t ^.pl^a^flg to pontenqpjaip thi^ rpY0l^tfP% 
^d;StjiJ[ljpore JSP ip Jje'ifli anyway qo«pe<|ted iwitb,it^^ 

^/ff^tffm^i'' , ,'. ' .' S .';;';. -in.'-;-., u 

-\i: ,Ari^\i:',' ' i'l .1 \ <'i' -!.•••!. '. . .' m:,'i ".'v, ;.,i ').(j lih// 

J ; mujiJ -::n:;;;r ;-: J. 5. Wiii:i ; •'•', .:^f -■..;.- ;jii hdt U^)fj'}{ 

'-li nfqin;: ) /uf. '»') r\\ .';*-/ •>';; >/ /-r »!!■:!> 'ino '1m -fnl 
,;rii *tv)l V?i'>>/.":M'n .-,. I; .■ !' ••■(: :•»'; '/b-I- ;I VJi^ /')inUi.\ 
<n')«ii ,!];,iv 1 ,1/::; -^'li u vrs-r^ii. >;;:t -m t«;,[/; ti:.''(j*vf ot 

'. H.!>-^]jj;''j/ 1 ;>ti: /'J -'i * ' -j.l' :i!::>^/ -.:;»;'(.!- ■- if; 1'; * *iu - 

;i.-. /'C;-; '•;> "^w .^ ^i-. -<;, .,.^ ji: ;, Jjr-'ii- -* p '^''r:; -j./f 
.'j.li L;:i> i; .-^ 'i!.' a r *.*;:' •.■'! ■" I :! * .i;/ ,u.j ' i :. /'-fr ,'t/'> lUi 

'ii.ii//.t ?;i!j 0.1- r'tl tiut'i*; ;■: '..n Ui'^i ?.'?:]; '>'«'iJt ii')'>7/r 
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&fr.f patophaUVOB^rst Yblt t». Booth AfBDik.^Facaltsdrtrp.u-.Th6' 
} M^^^paryP^caltr-Ifift Deatli mid Characteif«T-Mri CampJ)eir.3. 
.JJeBqnptioQ.Qf this InstUution, — Other Testimonies, in neg:^ 
*toi^.' ' " ' , "' 

tftfi Vfeit of my- friend, the Rev. Jolin Cattpbell; t6^ 
Sbttth' Afriea, in 1812, by flie appointment of the diiiefc-' 
tors of the London Missionary Society/ (which \i^ 
occasioned by the death of Dr. Vanderkemp,) tdgettiei^ 
with the favourable dispositions of Sir John Cradock, al- 
lowed the missions already planted a breathing time at 
that period, and was the means of increasing the num- 
ber of our stations. As the detsuis of Mr. Campbell's 
journey are before the public, it is unnecessary for me 
to repeat what he has already narrated. I shsdl, there- 
fore, proceed to give a brief sketch of the progress of 
the new institutions founded under his directions, and 
of the^difficulties they have had to contend with. The 
chief of these stations within the colony are Pacaltsdorp 
and Theopolis. 

Pacaltsdorp is situated iu the district of George, on 
an extensive plain, which lies between the sea and the 
great mountain range which terminates towards the 
Knysna and Plettenberg's Bay. The village is be- 
tween three and four miles distant from the town of 
George, and two miles from the sea ; and commands 
a view of the extensive plain on which it is situated, of 
the sea, and of the town. The ground around it is 
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too flat for a lover of the picturesque ; but the noble 
ridge of mountains which bounds the prospect in one 
direction, forms a line of very fine objects^ and relieves 
the scene from anything like monotony. 

At the time when Mr. Campbell first visited this 
place, it was called Hooge Kraal/ and was occupied 
by the Hottentot Captain, Dikkop, and the remains of 
his people. These people had occasionally heard the 
missionaries on their journies, when passing through 
the district, and had expressed an earnest desire for 
one to come and instruct them. Mr. Campbell ac 
cordingly visited their kraal, and gives the following 
account of his visit : — 

*^ In the forenoon, I accompanied a few of them on 
a visit to their kraal : when almost within a quarter of a 
mile of it, I could hardly distinguish the town, when 
pointed to by the Hottentots, on account of the low- 
ness of the wretched huts which composed it. I found 
the but of the chief rather larger than the rest, so 
that in the centre of it I could stand upright ; it was 
constructed of branches of trees, covered with reeds. 
I observed no other furniture than two low roughly- 
made stools, and two or three wooden pails for con- 
taining water. One of the stools was placed for me 
in the middle of the hut, surrounded by the Hottentots, 
who were closely seated on the floor^ all anxious to 
learn the result of the conference. 

^* I then inquired whether they were all desirous of 
having a missionary to settle amongst them ? — which 
was answered unanimously in the affifraative ; but, like 
their chief, they could not assign any reason, except te 
be taught the same things which were taught to the 
white people. 
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*^ A very aged^ miserable-looking man, coming into 
the hut during the conference, with scarcely a rag to 
cover him, excited my attention ; he came and took 
a seat by my side, kissed my hcrnds and legs, and, by 
most significant gestures, expressed his extreme joy 
in the prospect of a missionary coming amongst them. 
His conduct having deeply interested me, I asked him 
whether he knew anything about Jesus Christ? His 
answer was truly aflFecting — he said, ^ I know no more 
about anything than a beast.' 

^^ Every eye and ear was directed towards me, to 
learn whether a missionary would be sent to the kraal ; 
and when I told them that an excellent missionary, I 
had no doubt, would be soon with them, they expressed, 
by signs, a degree of joy and deUght which I cannot 
possibly describe. " 

The Rev. Charles Pacalt, a missionary in the service 
of the London Missionary Society, was then employed 
preaching among the farmers, in the district of Swel- 
lendam, and being at the time without any positive 
engagements, he consented, at the invitation of Mr. 
Campbell, to settle among this people, as their in- 
structor. 

When Mr. Pacalt first came to reside among thenl, 
he found them without inclosures, without cmltivated 
ground, without gardens, and without any dwellings, 
with the exception of a few small huts, made of reeds, 
in the form of bee-hives. All their clothing consisted 
of the filthy caross, which served them for a covering 
by day, and for a %ed and bed-clothes by night Sunk 
in indolence, they seldom waked but at the calls of 
appetite ; and when the cravings of nature were satis* 
fied, they went to sleep again. 
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Mr. Pacalt wm a vary remavbiUe viav; !»' 
to havie lived oanstaaily as in ti^ prei^esu^ of (Sodv w^ 
imd^ raeduyng" view of eternity. He »aagU^the tab 
Totkm of ihe people^ and Bmwag at tliisj ^ elevated 
jttieb ininds and mul^ .He&lidmi 

^oted towards them <aa a. wise father aots towards' Ids 
ehildnen; he was gentle^ dii^nterested^ eiwaje hof^ 
pk>yed; possessed a happy talent in conversafion, aMt 
a gr^t command over his own temper. He haA beat 
eitaploj^ upwards of a year itinerating' over |the diss 
triet of S«^endam^ and had commanded the rebpcdt 
and affection of many of the formers whaknewhiBQ^ 
In his jonmiesy he used to lodge at the fann^faoasteir 
on these^ ocoasion8> he never lost sight of his mittistisi 
mi dbimeten and hps zeal was markisd widi flttdi« 
degtisi^ ^ ppudenee^ tlmt tli^ fomfly. wl^db vdceiveft 
faim ^s a^branger fdt as if tiiey haden^ertaiBsdrxai^ 
angel lUttflorarBs^' • •• ■ * -/-^vf?; ^//ij 

; His fiiist business cm arriving at Hoi^^Kdaalsrm 
eiect a temperacy habitation for himself; In doingi tfa^ 
he wais assisted by ihe Hottentots; bat f6r< wh^te^rea^ 
kb8aI^^they gave him at his own house or gaWleiii W 
dbliged than to teke payment. This generosity > ^cnd> 
disiatereatedness endeared him to the pedple> d$ta-l 
blisbed his aothodty amoi^ them^ and enabled hhn' 
to b^nd them to the accora^lishmcnt of his plaawU 
Afbex^'aising' a small hut of oidy.one apattmeiii, <wbidk> 
YfOAi mei-dy dedgned to answer his poi^peseiiiiliih^^ 
couU build ia more substahtial houife> h^ /drewvonfcafl 
groand^laaof his intended vifis^^>Jnrhibh he ^Md MP 
in :tiv6 43peni9b)ee<B parallel to eadi other ;«&i(iusitj«M[ 
the aito <if the hdmes^ and gqt the people-to buiUaaoie& 
doaoit'hfilntations <for ^nnsilviii. ilecsurfdunded towiL' 
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p0iplbiak«^]6et fnroiRided tliem wiOi-^seedto plflHtitj 
atHltaugiit.AMmltt)wiac3iiM^ateitw H&suoMededM 
far in OTeitK)iBiiig Hkm imicAetd habitsi tfaM'^ravidiis 
fothift deafil^ and within fiv« yeaiB after Us scMeiBMit 
among" tihom, in addition to thek- own hoeaes}' gadlafts^ 
aad cern^^ds^ tliey) bad built a c^reb^ capable o£)con«' 
ImnQg two bundred and fifty people, wbidi^jtva^ qs64 
as a BdK)ol4iouse tkring the week; bad iadbsbd^^ 
greater part of tke vfliage witk a sdbsfaHitial tmimplU 
fanrfeet thick at tfa^ bottom^ and two^d tbe^feffpy-'dDdsbtf 
&et fai^; had-madeiaclosiiresfortiieiroaMd) and^ aa 
watet wiaa scarce in 4he siuilmer^ had Ibriaed^ nvvA 
labaitf> two artifioisd tankB or resertokfs '€^ ooosideitlUe 
Amfiasions; He showed tasadi po-udtence bf Ae ihe^ 
fliods he adopted, to overoome tiiQ aversiinr to iahnob 
<HiinmcHLlo ^people in ^a sava^ stiite. ifc^wteiiisfpiw^ 
tice always to work along with them, aadigvadwalbp^t^ 
inbmase th^l time idetroteid eaoh ckiyiO'mailualSabiir ; 
byfthiaimeaDs he ^tmulatdd tbem '4d ^eraqraeiDg't ex^ 
orttooiy and.Ied'ihem from those habits iiiwUQh;t)M^ 
hoiirfs labour in thii day was a burden^ to wdrkiwitbf 
(dmerfulness sb^ or dght; Bda|f a0evstomcid.tDlab€tiar^ 
fi^r themsdive$, theydid ncft fed^ tihesame dtj^OQtictfi&^uk 
fiiraft^y> to work for tbe< farmers ; and<findingtthaiti^ 
tlma exerting themselves^ they could obtain Earopfeaiv 
ai^tkles of tdo(hii)ig> tiokey ;graduaUy ninomicedfihe j^kc^ 
syinibarofiSy.aii4 dothed themselTes' in BritfshmaBffAr 
factMres/ .While' teachingttl^ tfa6iri!hbUei9^' 

and euMvate {&^w grpulMis^ ha ^liv^ied the; i^(im» o£ 
labour faijr^iwtmotingitherav ib the mot3i<ea6|(^aqpddaiiii4F 
ltir^jaimier^innt|ie^pQil)ctples and cktifesitf treligionii 

\0U I. R 
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to them ; and the mediods be employed oa iJidieooea^ 
mm, to instract them, gave him aa intimnte aoq^aintT 
rooe with the state of their mind^^ and enabled him oa 
the sabbath to adapt hi$ discourses to their differept 
situations. The style of bis preaching wa» conver- 
sational^ and he kept the attention of his audience con** 
fitantly alive by addressing them by name from the 
pulpit» luid abruptly asking them quastionf^ to ascertain 
whether they understood the subject of \m dis^mw. 

He paid particular attention to the rising generation* 
To assist him in the school, he had taken great pains to 
instruct a remarkably clever Hottaiitot boy^ who, at the 
age of fourteen, was able to conduct the 9obo(A YfUk 
those qualifications which are necessary to commaiKi 
the respeqt and obedience of those placed under bi§ 

The death of sueh a man as Mr. Paoalt is a pnh^ 
calamity^ and as such^ it was felt by tdl who were a<^ 
quainted with his worth ; but to himself it was areleaae 
from labour^ and the joyful consummation of bis fervent 
prayers. He was consdous of his approaching end, 
and assured bis friend Van Kerval^ the landdrost of 
George^ in the most placid manner^ that his dmth wa$ 
at hand ; and that he was about to enter into bis rest 
and receive his crown. 

He bequeathed all his property, am(^mting to four 
thousand rix-dollars, to the Society with which be was 
connected^ and left Van Kerval^ the landdrost^ and 
Mr, Herold^ clergyman of the district^ executors of bi^p 
will. Many of the neighbouring colonists^ and all the 
Hottentots, felt as if they had lost their &ther« His 
funeral was attended by the local autboritied^ the etergy- 
mw of the district^ and many eoloni$t»* 
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Odntmr^ to the usud fNraotioe of tlie Dutch Chwch> 
the Rev. Mr. Herold attempted to daliv^ an addrest 
«t hig fun^^l ; but his feelings^ together with the feeL 
ings of hig audience, prevented hig proceeding, and 
with one accord they lifted up their voices and wepti 
^^ My fttther, my father 1" exclaimed the venerable Van 
Kerval, and he could utter no more. When the coffin 
was kid in the grave^ ihe Hottentots quite unexpectedly 
began, as if by concert^ to sing a Dikch hymn^ taugt]^ 
them by Pacalt^ in which he seems to have anticipated 
his own foneral^ and to have suggested that they nnght 
sing it on that oerasicm. The hymn oommmoet with 
an address to the grave, as the quiet resting-place of 
the believer ; as the place where his dust is dq>o«ited 
to re&ie ; as the place where Christ was laid^ and from 
whence he arose ; and where^ Uke Christ, we shall rest^ 
till, by the Power whidi raised him> we shall rise also 
io everlasting 1^. The memory of the just is blessed, 
and Mr. Pacalt will be remembered with affection for 
many years to come. The landdrost requested the 
colonial government to imme the place Pacaltsdoi^ 
after its found^^ whidi request the government ao* 
ceded to. 

His place was 8tt{^lied by Mr. Messer^ whom the 
deputation of tl^ London Missionary Society found 
labouring among the people in the year 1819. 

At the period Mr. Pacalt began his mission^ he had 
many circumstances in his favour to accelerate bis suc- 
cess. The part of thd o^aaiUy in which the»e pepple 
were existing, and living according to their ancieftt 
manners^ was a new district^ thinly peopledf and most 
of the farmers were then in the possession of i^l^ves 
and Hottentots^ and did not feid it their interest io 

R2 
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{iHTQ^ &e HotteiMbotd uto tiboir Bervice,^ bttm 1819, 
wfaffa the deputation virited the station^ aconml^^Ii^ 
iteration had takea place. The aboliiioa of the d«vi0- 
tmd&begsw to be felt; the populatba and tirade of llbe 
district had increased; the colonists began, to foeb^ 
scarcity of servants; and as they found tiie people erf 
Facaltsdorp made good swvants^ they began to gra%9 
ihem the liberty and independence they enjoyed. la 
1821^ a proposal was made to the author as Bg&niiOf 
the London Missionary "Society^ that they shoidd- be 
dispersed among the farmers^ and their houses^ their 
gardens j and corn-lands^ given to a few Bnglish settiera 
The land belonging to tiiis ancient kraal of Hottentots^ 
not being so much as is generally possessed by one of 
lixe lonwest class of African farmers^ thatcoM not be 
ihe motive which suggested this proposal; atnd oiia 
A)ll r^pi!esentatk)n of its cruelty and injostice^ it was 
abaawioned, and the pe(^le were preserved from ^ 
slavery designed for them *. r 

My worthy firiend and fellow -travelter^ the RevJ 
John Campbdl^ who has laboured so zealously awl 
efficienily in bdbalf of the aborigines of Souih^ Ahim*, 
has> given^ in a letter to the Rev. George Bttnior^ a 
description of Pacaltsdorp^ as it appeared on his second 
vmt, in so graphic and lively a manner^ tiiat I cannot 
better complete my account of this institiitien than in 
the words of my amiable and excellent coIieaJafne!:-f+- i* 

fin the month of April 1819, we left Cape To<vn^ 
£m? tf^e .piiipo$e of visiting the stations eastward of thak 
place. As we advanced towai?ds Hoo^ Kraal, i ihe 
boors (or Dutch farmers)- who > had klKmu^ me . On, »y: 
formerjovmey in that part of Africa, woaW fireqneati|r 
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asi^i^ me that sich a change had been prodaced cm the 
l^laee and people of Hooge Kraal since I had left it, 
Uteft I should not know it again^ ami that all had been 
effected by the labours of a single missionary^ — Mr« 
Pacalt^ who had died only six months before. 

*' The nearer we approached the setflement, the re^ 
ports concerning its rapid improvement increased^ till 
at length we arrived on the spot, on the evening of 
June 2d. 

*^ Next morning, when the sun arose, I viewed, from 
my waggon, the surroundmg scene with great interest. 
Instead of bare, unproductive ground, I saw two long 
streets with square-built houses on each side, placed^t 
equal distances from eadi otiier, so as to allow sufficient 
Mtent of ground to each house, for a good garden. A 
wdi^boiH wiiil, six feet high, was in front of each row 
of > houses, with a gate to each house. On approiaching 
one of them, I found a Hottentot, dressed like a Euro* 
pean, standing at his door to receive me with a cheer- 
ful dtnile. ^ This house is mine !' said he, ^ and ^sotliat 
^mdenV in which I observed there were peafbh And 
apriooft trees, decked with their delightful blossoms, fig 
trees, cabbages, potatoes, pumpkins, water-melons, &c. 

^^ I tiienwent across the street to the house of rt 
person,' known by the name of Old Smeon— ^the ferf 
man who sal in sudi a wretched plight, at my side, in 
thehut^ when I first visited the place, and who then saiii 
he knfewno taore about anything than a brute; I was 
inl&rmed tfac^he had become a Christian, had been bafp* 
tiis^d,' and i named / Simeon ;' and, because of his great 
a^, they called- him ^ Old Simeon/ I found him sifr^ 
titifg aUnt»^ '^^ the house, deaf and blind^ with age; 
When they told him who I waSt he instantly embraced 
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md with both hands^ whOe two streams of tews no 
down his sable cheeks. ' I have done (said he) y/ntik 
tiie world now ! I have done with the world now! I am 
waiting till Jesus Christ says to me^ Come ! I am jurt 
waiting till Jesus Christ says to me, Comd !' 

'* The case of this singular monument of the grace 
of God was very well described by a mamHmry who 
visited Hooge Kraal^ on his way to Betheladotp> socta 
after his conversion ; he relates it tiras — 

" *0n Tuesday evenings April 8th, 181 7^ belwewe 
left Hooge Kraal^ an old man^ about 90 years of age^ 
engaged in prayer. He expressed great gratitude to 
God for sending His gospel to his nation, and that in hi$ 
days ; and particularly for making it effioaciouf to hb 
own conversion. 

^* In his youthful days he Was the leader of every 
kind of iniquity. He was a great elephant and buffidd^ 
hunter, and had some wonderfol escapes from the jaws 
of death. Once, while huntings he Ml undw an db- 
phant^ who endeavoured to crush him to death ; but he 
escaped. At another time^ he was tossed into the air 
by a bufialo several times^ and was sev^dy bruised j 
the animal then fell down upon him ; but through a 
kind providence he escaped with life* A few years ago^ 
he was for some time to appearance dead ; and was oap- 
ried to his grave soon aiW^ (as is the custom in hot 
dimates>) but while the people were in the act of ibiow- 
ing the earth over him, he revived, and socm entimly 
recovered. 

'^Tlie second time our missionary, Mr. Pacalli 
pleached at Hdoge Kraal, ht went fhftn the meetmg 
rejoicing, and saying, thiat the Lord had rai^d hitti from 
^e dead three times, that he might hear ^ woi^ ctf* 
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Gody iod beUeve iti Jesus Christ, before he died the 
ftmrthUmc. 

^' He was baptized last new-year's day, and was 
named ^meon. Mr. Paoalt tdd us, it was impossible 
to describe the old man's happiness on that occasion. 
Heavenly joy had so filled his heart, and strengthened 
his weak frame, that he appeared as lively as a youth, 
alAough ninety years of age. He said — ^ Now I am 
willing to die I Yes, I would rather die than live, that I 
may go and live for ever and ever> with my precious 
Saviour. Before, I was afraid to die; O yes, the 
thoughts of it made my very heart to tremble ; but I did 
not know God, and Jesus Christ then. Now, I have no 
deeire to live any longer. I am too old to be abl6 to do 
any thing here on earth, in glorifying God my Saviour, 
i?r doing good to my fellow Hottentots. I served the 
devil upwards of eighty years, and was ready to go to 
everlasting fire ; but though a black Hottentot, through 
infinite m^cy, I shall go to everlasting happiness — 
Wondaful love I Wonderful grace I Astonishing 
mercy 1' 

*^ No hummi beiiig I ever saw, seemed to have beeo 
«u&k into a lower state of degradation than Simeon was 
when I first saw him, both as to mind and body. The 
change efifected by means of the glorious gospel of 
Chmt was truly marvellous. He was indeed ^ a new 
•mim,' in every sense ; ^ old things were done away, and 
all things were become new.' In his case, the impor- 
tance and advantages of sending the gospel to savage 
tribes, of men most distinctly appears, for it is, in truth, 
the power of God unto salvation to even/ one that be- 
dieveth, wtether he be Jew or heathen, barbarian or 
•S(cy|;hian, bondman or freeman ; it dispels his ignorance^ 



destrpja his prfi>^icesi 3Mbdi^ liis.^ oorup^o^ in 
shoii, it ch^^ the lion into a lambraad.hfcin»»nte» 
<iie inoi^ briitJil ctanBMJter. u ; i^ 

" The nexi; thing Vfhfloh attracted iiiyjatten4iQrt>i:imft 
tl^et wall which surrounded the vi4iDle settlettieiit> frnr fhs; 
proteiotion of the gardens fnun the inlmstmi of theiri 
oedttl^.and of the. wild bea^. It was subatdniany) 
built of excellent sods, cnt into tiie shape of largBt 
bricks^ whioh soon become hard by exposure to the* 
sun. This wall was six feet higb^ four feet wide njki^hm: 
boti^mib wd two fed; at the top. The t^xteol ofiift was 
elev$ci; thousand* one hundred, and one feejb; wben wb 
bad it measured ; but several thousand feet were addfiA 
ta it before I finally 1^ the settlementi ISiey faadj 
fbimed tbree eidtensive indosures, of Hxq^ samb kindxif 
wiall^ for keeping their oxen, cows^ horses^ «nd shesfi 
in tbe nigiit time. They had also formed itWDMlargei 
tanhsb or ponds^ for preserving a ^odc of water fo^jttwr 
cattle in i^ dry seasoio^* / , : .; t 

'^ A place of worship had also been'erected>>eiq;>al)te 
of seating two hundred persons^ On • the L^id'ift day^ 
I waSt delighted to see the females conatg iiAoii4 
dothed neatly in white and printed cottons, andtfaesiea 
dressed like Europeaas> and carrjang their Bibte&or 
Testaments under their arms, sitting upon benches^ in;^ 
st^ of the ground as fonaerly^'and 8Ji^;ing Jbe piaai^ 
of God^ with solemnity and harmony, from theiripsalmf* 
hooks ; turning in their Bibles to the text* fluit^ was 
givqa out, and listening to tte sermon with. ieHonsiatd 
tention. I also found a cbyirehi o£ Christ, eons^tkig j(rf 
about five and forty believing Hottentoitsv wi& idiAMiniil 
had si^vera} tii^es.an opportunity cifo^mdpieinoraiiAg^i^ 
death of our Lord. ." .1 * uii.jiuodt 
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^' *^^Q* ihip'^week-days^ Ifikmda school, oonsisrtiiig^ of 
nevra^idiUdmii, M^Iavly taught in the place of wor- 
ship. The teacher was a Hottentot lad^ who was 
ad:ixaUjr 'a young Barage when I firat visited the kraal^ 
and who^ perfaapsv had neret seen a printed word in his 
fifei When I first looked in at the door of the school, 
tlfisiilladivrasdnrading a pen^ which a girl had brought 
kmi'&it tl»t.piirpose. This action was such a pfoof o^ 
ei^iliaatioD^ that^ reflectiiig at the moment on his former 
saVft^ eonditiod, I Wa^s almost overwhelmed. 
r . ^^ On entering <Jie school^ I &*st visited a row of 
dassesioomposed of little Hottentot guls^ arranged along 
\ Ihe fight4iand wall^ each class having a printed i^eet of 

paffeF hanging* on the wall b^orethem^ and each clasfi^ 
I failiidied wkh a monitor to instruct them. The Ivltiie 

I ifQiBitorsiseemed to feel a degree of confidence by find*^ 

^ ii^^at^die^ knew more &an any iu the classes the^ 

I twbghti 1 It^ks delightful to me to see them pointing 

to letters with their rod, and requiring of each scholar' 
tibeb several names. 

, ^;^f) Altong* &e ofiposite wall were arranged d^ses of 
little Hotk^otboysydvatvn up and employed in a simi-^ 
faffiioapimen The master was hearing the elder boys 
and g^Is read the New Testament in the Dutch lah^ 
guage* 1 -These iiead very well. Some were Writing iii 
pifiec bodks, whie others, less advanced, were writing 
em l3»i|l<or elates. 

- ^ Snoh etoffloyments must tend greatly to promote 
ehdMized habits among the children, to improve th^ir 
itaeotal^powecd^ and to render them more industrioui^ ; 
ft)rtinlfteiki>fem]^< st^ihey had nothing to do but to 
pfcjojrtwwdito^deiifii^iiieilat^^ Imve occupied 

the greater portion of their existence. ^ 
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'^ I fotttid a considerable extent of ctdthrated land 
outside the wall^ which the Hottentots plough and sow 
with wheat every year, though a portion of it isdestroyed 
annually by their cattle getting into it while the herd- 
boys are fast asleep, and from which no pnnishitteat 
could altogether deter them. An officer of the Hotteiw 
tot regiment told me that, had they shot all the Hottentot 
soldiers who were found asleep upon guard, they musfc 
have shot the whole regiment, and what would havse 
been the use of officers then ? said he. 

^^ The Hottentots were, at the recommendatba of the 
missionary, about to surround their fields with a wall, 
like that which inclosed their houses and gardens ; bill 
whether this has been effected I have not yet learned^ 

*^ Indolence, and procrastination of labtnir from indo- 
lence, is almost universal among Hotteirtots. At all 
our stations they endeavour to put oflF dicing their gv-^ 
dens, and ploughing their fields^ as long as^ possiUa, 
with this apology — ^ It is time enough yet J' 

/^ Mr. Pacalt had much of this temper to contend 
with ; but his fervent zeal, hk persevering application, 
his afiectionate counsels, and his personal example, so 
powerfully counteracted this prevsdhng disposition, thai 
they actually performed wonders. 

^^ All the Hottentots are still on a level with each 
other* There are yet no distinctions of rank amongst 
them. Some dress better than others ; some have a 
waggon and more oxen than others, and, it may be, a 
be^r house ; but these things produce no elevation of 
i*ank. They will as readily comply with tine advioe on 
injunction of the poorest as the richest The operatioa 
of this state of things was severely experienoed duting 
the period that elsqpsed between the d^otti of Mr^ Pacal$ 
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and the arrival of his successor^ which I think was 
^foont four months. The Hottentots were like an army 
without a commander ; every improvement ceased. 
Some of the Hottentots were for going on with the im- 
provements which were included in the [dan of their 
deceased teacher and fHend ; but the rest of the people 
would not attend to their advice, but desired that every 
thing should remain in the same state until the arrival 
of another missionary. They then began to labour witii 
the same activity as before. 

^^ Thus, ^r, have I given you, as wdl as I could, 
chi^y from memory, a circumstantial account of that 
Hottentot town, in bc^h its states of barbarism and 
civilization, the latter effected by the introduction of 
Christian doctrines and duties, of both which they were 
^ igncH^ant as brutes, only six years before. The facts 
I h&ve stated were seen and heard by myself when pre-^ 
sent with them while in both conditions. I remember 
my Worthy cdleague Dr. Philip, who was with me on 
Ibis visit to the kraal, while we were viewing the im- 
provements, more than once whispered into my ear, 
^ What exquisite pleasure this sight must give you, 
living seen them in their barbarous state ! ' '* 

A commission of two members of the Ck)urt of Jus^ 
tice was appointed, a year or two ago, by the colonial 
government, to visit the missionary stations within the 
colony ; and although I have not a copy of their official 
report, I am authorized by Mr. Neethling, one of the 
eommksioners, to state, that they were not m^ely 
pleased but ai^nished and delighted in the very high- 
est ttegree with what had been effected at Pacaltsdorp. 

The late colonial secretary, Lieut.-Colonel Bird, who 
visited this station in 1819, expressed his opinicHi of it 
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to myself, in the following terms : — " I never saw, in 
any place," he observed, ^^ more industry than at 
Pacaltsdorp : the men were all at work — I saw no 
appearance of idleness ; the women were busy ; the 
gardens were laid oat in the most regular order, and 
full of vegetables and other produce ; the houses were 
regular, clean, and neat; and, in short, in my whole 
journey into the interior, neither at Genadendal, nor 
anywhere eke, did I see anything tiiat delighted me 
so much as the missionary station at Pacaltsdorp/* 

To the testimony of the colonial secretary we may 
here add that of the venerable Van Kerval, the ichi^ 
magislirate of the district of George, a5 related td 
the author by Sir Jahleel Brenton, his Majesty^S 
naval ; <somnrissioner iat the Cape of Good Hope :-^' 
'f Whqn we approached Ms station,'' said Si^ Jahleel; 
v^:MrvVifi Kerval addnei^ied me in the foHt)#to[^ 
word&>***^ You see these houses. Sir Jahleel> th^j^ 
bteniiful gardens and corn-fields; when MK Packlt 
catnO'to this place, the whole grounds on which yod 
see those marks of rising industry and civilij!itiOh mef& 
as'^reeuthepabnofmyhand.^*' i ^ 

^* Yet it is in rrference to this very place, Pacaltsdorp, and of 
m^ Btvohi €is Pacalfe and Vanderketnp, (whbltf he ignoraiiCTy calfe 
Mif ^4<^<^<^») that a writer m the Qiiart«riy R^viewi trhefn miewin|f 
INfr^ Jvatrobe's " Visit to ^outh A&ico>'' ^9S 1^^ htrdib^oil.iosp^; 
in the following tews :— , . ^ , 

** I'hese enthusiastic ranters have spread themselves over the ^ 
coldnt; ' and gone beyond its limits, encouraging idleness, t)y in-' 
8toodtiiigtii&^ natives in thebewnf peculiar ^octi!iiies,'&^diii ^oihing^- 
eli^, as ia J>uA KH>;|ipi]|9r<^t iti thjefr 4Hhy o^d-Mve^eKie^aUbh-^ 
n^ents> sw^D^ing wii^ Hot^ntpff lft^l in a, sfatc of, ^n^^iji(e^| x^t, 
in their ancient sheep-skip ^clothing. Instead of expressing their 
gratitude' to their Creator in hymns and son^s, the methodist Hot- 
tmmi^Sd'nMnng kut wWttiper, wliinc, ttAd groatij** ^ - '■ •" ^^ K ^^^^ 
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CHAPTER XIII* 

Theqpolis. — Attempts to people the Zuurveld. — Irruption of the 
Cafiers. — Brave Defence of Theopolis. — ^The Hottentots assist 

*" the English in defending Graham's Town. — III Treatment of 
the Hottentots.—Hostihty of the Governor. — Attempt to alienate 
the LiamM ^ ^^ In$tit«iioB.— *Late ImproT«nieiits. 

Op Theopolis^ wow tiie second missionary station in 
South Africa^ the following account will> I bope^W 
read witii interest, as it serves not only to illaalratft 
the true character of the Hottentots and iheutililby of 
our ins^tutionss but teods^ al»o^ to unveil that spirit/ of 
s^g^s^ion which has been uniibrtnly tnanifosted towai^ds 
th^tby theoolonists and the colonial govehnnentL > 

Froin the e^ttdblishment of the British poner in Souths 
Africs^> the attention of the local goveraraent was* di* 
rectedto the security of the eastern frontier; and; as 
a preparatory measure^ the expulsion of the Gaflfers 
from the tract of country termed the Zuurveld ^ow 
the district of Albany) was proposed. Accordingly^ 
in L809, Colonel Collins was sent hy the governor, 
LordrCaledon^ to inspect that part of the colony^ and to 
collect such information as might facilitate the accom- 
plishment of the desired object^ and guard the colony 
agfunst future aggressions* Ci;doiiel Collins suggested 
to the gotemmentto increase the population along" the 
eastern frontier ; and, Mith this view, to offfer grants df 
ohe.Jiundred and twenty acres each to sqqb p^rsoflis 4S. 
nnght be dii^^^QSMsd^ito settk^^^i^^ 3ot (i)t .wasetool. 
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before the year 1812 that the plan of expelling the 
CaflFers from the Zuurveld was successfully carried 
into effect. The force employed on this service was 
partly composed, of Hottentots belonging to the im^- 
tution of Bethelsdorp, who, from their knowledge of 
the countiy, contributed much to the success of the 
enterprise^ and acquitted themselves to the satb&c^ 
tion of the governor. Military posts were afterwards 
established, to prevent the return of the Gaffers, wod 
the boors and Hottentots were put under reqiu«ition, 
with a view to this object. 

After the Zuurveld had been cleared of the CafferHf 
the government turned its attention, as proposed^ to tba 
measure of augmenting tiie population along the froth 
tier, in order to keep tl^m in check. Aocordin^ly, in 
June, 1812, a proclsunation was issued, by which aU 
claims of the former possessors of losm ptai)e9 in the 
Zuurveld were annulled, and inhabitants from all parts 
of tte ootony were invited to settle on that frontier* Not 
few^ than four families were to be located in one spot; 
to each of these wa^ to be granted, in perpetual quit* 
rent, a tract of land erf two thousand morgen (or about 
four thousand acres), under the name of a Quit-^rent 
Place. Several of the boors, who had formerly resided 
in the Zuurveld, as well as some others^ w^e induced 
by these offsrs to fix on particular spots ; bat the few 
who made the experiment quickly dispersed. 

This plan, from various causes, having failed, and 
the Cafifers, who contrived to elude the militi^ ^o^ 
committing continual depredations in the Zuurveld, th^ 
government recalled its proclsunation of June, 181^ 
which located four families on one spot, and proposed 
that any bow who was desirous to obtain the two thou^ 



sand morgm, might go and fix cm a plaee, in order to 
esteblifih himself there* 

Among the difficulties to which the boors who at* 
tempted to settle in the Zmirveld were subjected, was 
the following ; they were unable to provide herdsmen 
for the protec^on of their cattle from the attacks of the 
Caflfers, being too poor to purchase slaves, and thare 
being in the counby no Hottentote except those of 
Bethelsdorp, whose circumstances were better tlmn 
they would have been in the service of those indigent 
boors. To remove, in part, this difficulty, the govern- 
ment gave orders that soldiers should be employed to 
protect the cattle of sudi boors as resided in the vici* 
nity of military posts. 

In 1813, the inhabitants of Bethelsdorp, being 
Bfaraitened for ground for their cattle, it was proposed 
to form another missionary institution, and the go*- 
veraor. Sir John Cradock, (the present Lord Howden,) 
being at that time on a visit to the frontier, the site cf 
Theopolis was fixed upon for that purpose, it being at 
the entranoe oi the Carrega Kloof, and therefore 
favourable for keeping the Ca£fers in check in thai 
quarter. 

The grant of land made by Sir John Cradock for 
the use of the instii^cm of Theopolis is supposed to 
have contained about six thousand acres ; and the 
Hottentots who removed from Bethelsdorp to settle 
there, found themselves put in possession of extensive 
pasturage ; while, by tl^ oppwtunity of 6$hing at the 
mouth of the Kasouga river, and by the burning of 
Bme from shells collected on the sea-beach, they were 
enabled to carry on a trade in those iu'ticles, and ihvm 
al onc^ to bandit themselves and the other inhal^laatc^ 
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and promote the general wel&re of the dkrttici. Hie 
government was also compensated in this msam^ hf 
the lands granted to the institution. 

The Caffers socm became aware of the cheek whidi 
Theopofis presented to their incureiMS, and seeitieidHo 
single it out for their vengeance. They found tban-^ 
selves^ however, unable to stand against the Hotted^ 
tots, whenever the latter were apprized of their desigtis ; 
but, nevertheless, they frequently succeeded in cam* 
netting di^redations on the cattle of the instilotiett^ 
The Hottentots^ notwithstanding the losses and incon* 
venienc^ to which they were thus suligected^ endured 
them with fortitude, and continued to advance ha in- 
dustry and civilization^ and contributed much to the 
security of the district. 

The government, having failed in its previous at- 
tempts to people the Zuurveld, on the 2^h hktnuij, 
1814, issued another proclamation with thk view, 
offering further favouraUe conditions ; and, to hasten 
its effect^ confined the offer to the first fi% applicants^ 
The boors, however, objected to the grante (^ tim 
thousand morgen, (or four thousand acres,) as being 
too small ; and little progress was, consequently, made 
in the peopling and cultivation of the Zuurveld. 

In 1817, Lord Charles Somerset made a fresh at* 
tempt to effect this object; and by advertisement, 
under date of the 29th of March, (his Excellency behig 
himself upon the spot,) confirmed the advantages 
offered in the preceding proclamations, with other fii- 
vourable conditions. 

The attacks of the Caffers at length assumed a more 
formidable character, there being reason to believt^ 
thaft they were made imder the sanction of (me of tiie 



leading Caffer chiefs, named T'Bbmbie (or T'Lhambi). 
A €0fiftmQfido, ' by direction of the gorernment, was 
ordered against him, which succeeded in taking from 
the*(Dafii^FS upwards of two thousand head of cattle. 

> It was hoped that this check would have operated as 
a preraative against future aggressions; but, never- 
tbelessj the Gs^ers^ from time to time, repeated their 
dqpredatbns ; from which the people of Tfaeopolis ap- 
pear to have suffered in a. proporticm much greater 
tbaa the colonists, though they were not a&erwank 
proportionably eompensated by ihe goveiument Being 
dl||eots of peculiar resentment to the Gaffers, they have 
had to sustain their most violent assaults. The fruito 
of th^ industry have been lost, their harvests de? 
stroyed, and their cattle stolen ; hiA, notwithstandmg 
alLtlus, iiheir ^irit never gave way. 

. In> the latter part of the year 1818^ Laeutenajo^* 
Cdonel Brereton was sent into Cafferlaad with a strong 
conHaando, to support Gaika against the insjurgent 
cUefs; and, having attacked the kraals of T'Slambie 
and Phoonah, he eaptured sixteen thousand head of 
(tattle* The same gazette in which the above circum* 
stances are stated says — ^^ It is to be expected that 
this blow will put a final stop to the attempts to renew 
tbe» former agg^ressions on the colony ; and that hence- 
f(»ni%tf d, by means of the friendly chief who is in our 
interest (Gaika), an intercourse mutually advantageous 
may be established with the tribes under his influence j 
thus not only replacing the present settlers of the fertile 
border in a most enviable attitude^ but holding out th^ 
strongest motives to further settlers to establish them- 
selves in a eouutry unrivalled for fertility and beauty," 
i'rom the conclusion of the above paragraph^ it ap- 
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pear8> that the cbloiiial government were still d^p^n 
of encouraging more inhabitants to settle in ik» S^yiirr 
veld. This district \^;as still but thinly pei^led ; for the 
greater part of the former settlers^ after its re-Qccupatioa 
in 1813^ had abandoned their locations^ and the few 
who were scattered over the country were not in a 
ciondition tq offi^r any resistance to an attack from the 
Oa£fers» of which many at that time were apprebemdy^ ; 
and th^ event proved their fears to have been too weH 
founded. 

In the short space of one mai^h af^ the above 
paragraph appeared in the Cape Gazette^ the Oafi^ 
entered the colony in large bodies. The boors were 
not able to resist them^ and most of them fled^ abaii- 
doning their farms^ and some their cattle and o^er 
property. The few who remained werp in succession 
attacked^ plundered of their cattle, had their houses 
burnt^ and were compelled to fly. All the smallar mi- 
litary posts were abandoned * ; and the greatest panic 
spread^ not only through the whole Zuurveld, but also 
tibrough part ol the adjoining districts. The Cafifere 
proceeded as far as the village of Uitenhage, and took 
even some cattle from the place of Barkhuis^i, whida 
is situated twelve miles in the pear of th9.t drosdy. 

Theopolis was now left to sustain the un^^eoked furjr 
of the enemy. The Caffers surrounded the place m 
the midst of the rainy season^ and kept it in a state 
resembling that of a siege, between two and three 
months. During this period^ they repeatecUy assailed 

* Captain GetWn, of the72d regim^t, witji a sni^all detachmeiU, 
was, after a brave resistance, surrounded and massacred, w ith seve- 
ral of his men. Another detachment, commanded by Lieut. Hunt, 
l^bared a fe^ nearly similar. See Cape Gazette, 20th Feb. 1819, 
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tl» village^ \mi wese asi dften d^aafeed by ihe Hotten- 
tots, whose intrejHd and successfal resistance was sock 
ag t^ merit and to receive the approbation of the go- 
vernBient^ in the Cape Gazette of the 20th of Mardi> 
1:819. Besides^ d^rading themselves^ in the course of 
tiie same year a party of Ho^ntots from Hieopolis 
w^e^ by their courage and pr(»afiptttnde, greatiy instra^ 
mmtid in saving Grdbam's Town from being captured 
by a i^ery numerous and determined body c^ Ga£fers*. 

It was not till after the lapse of eight mentis that 
the CafiiBfs were finally driven out of the colony ; and^ 
during this time^ the ii^bitauts of the Zuurveld, add 
those of Theopolis in particular, were exposed to conti- 
ttual suffinring and alarm. When tranqnilUty was^ in 
some measure^ re-established^ the cattle whi(^ had 
been ^ken fr^mk the CafiS^rs, and not restored^ wete 
<iK^nbuted among the boars, while to the HottentcAs 
were either given none at afi, or mck as were net 
worth reoeiviii^. The Hottentots of Theopolis ^had» 
moreoiver^ the mortification to see many of their own 
oaflle, which they had assisted to retake frraa liie Gaf- 
fers, awarded^ among others, to the coloai^ ! They 
aktf^ suffered mudi loss from being inadequately co»- 
p^Qisated for their labours in assisting to rsuse forty^csir 
ticms on the frontiers f. 

In coDsequa!ice of the losses and sufferings they had 
sMitaioed^ during the repeated attacks of the Caflferson 
their village, the Hottentots of Theopolis were reduced 
to the BK>8i di^lomble coiHlition ; but, notwithst^odiag 
these distresses and injuries^ their spirit still remained 
unbroken ; and expectations were indulged that they 

* Sec Appendix, t See Appbndix. 
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M^ould^ at lengthy surmount ih&i numerous and qobol- 
plicated troubles. 

It is extremely painful to state, that these hopes 
were» in a great measure^ frustrated by the proceeduags 
of some of the local authorities^ from whom the Hot- 
tentots might reasonably have expected to receive 
countmance and encouragement. But, so far from, 
being rewarded for their past services^ or receiving 
due compensation for their losses^ these afflicted pec^le 
had now to endure, from the quarters alluded to, treat- 
ment more blighting and desolating in its effects than 
all that they had already sustained from the attacks c^ 
the hostile savages*. 

In 1820, the emigrants from Great Britain arrived 
in Albany, and the allotment of a hundred Bxares. of 
land to each family produced an application to ^ 
Rufane Donkin, the acting governor, for suchaaapg- 
mentation of the lands of the institution as might con<^ 
firm to the people of Theopolis what they had beea 
h^erto permitted to occupy, as well as what appearad 
requisite for securing to them a continuance of the 
means of subsistence, and freedom from annoyance. A 
part only of ihe land prayed for was granted by the 
acting governor, but their communication with thejsea- 
shore was still left open ; and the people of the. insti- 
tution had the satisfaction of seeing the settlers pro* 
vided for in other places, while they themselves we» 
left in undisturbed possession of those portions whteh 
they had cultivated, in pursuance of the privilege gi?en 
by tiie prodamation of March, 1817- 

Itt October, 1823, by the effect of. excessive rains, 

♦ See Appendix. 
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and consequent inundations^ the settlement was nearly 
destroyed, including the church, school-house, and 
about a hundred thousand bricks in an unburnt state, 
which had been prepared by the Hottentots, for carry- 
ing on the buildings of an intended new village, in a 
more eligible situation. 

In 1824, Commissioner Hay ward was sent into 
Albany, to receive the representations of the British 
settlers, and to adjust their claims for land. As the 
Bethelsdorp memorial, for redress in favour of that 
institution, had met with much opposition, it was deter- 
mined to wait his arrival, and to present a memorkl in 
behalf of the institution of Theopolis, through the me-^ , 
dium of the commissioner. To the memorial, however, 
now presented through Commissioner Hayward, no 
Miswer was received, but its fate at leng^ became 
apparent^ from a letter written by a settler in AUbwy 
to his friend in Cape Town, stating that the Hottentoits 
of Theopolis were to lose all the land not included in 
their diagram, and that he himself (the writer of the 
letter) had been promised a share of it. 
' This distressing information was corroborated by a» 
letter to me from the Rev. J. Brownlee, government 
missionary in Cafiferland, who appears to have been ac- 
cidentally at the institution, after the first intelligence 
of this event had reached the ears of the people. Of 
this communication, which is dated the 28th of Mardi, 
1823, the following is an extract : — 

^^ I was lately on a visit to Theopolis, and was not a 
little gratified in beholding the greatly improved state 
of tlite Hottentots there, compared to what I have wit- 
nessed at former periods. I refer, not to the outward 
ijnprovement on the institution, of which you are well 
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nware, but to the deceht and ordferiy manner of the 
people in general ; their appearance and earnest at- 
tendance on the means of grace ; the appropriate and 
scriptural expressions used in prayer ; the cordiality 
arid aflfection manifested to their teaq^jers, as esteenlin^ 
them highly for their work's sake ; at the same tirtife 
exhibiting no signs of low servility, forcfed inspect, or 
atssnmed courtesy; but, from what I could see and jud^e, 
an improved diligence in their outward callings, and 
fcn independence In appear^lnce becoming arid manly. 

^' I was delighted at the progress made by the 
fctiildt^n, and the particular earnestness of the adults, 
in the Sunday schools. From such appearances, Wfe 
have reason to hdpe that the Hottentots will yet rise 
in the locale 6f society, and be capable of enj(t)rlng all 
the liberty of British subjects. In beholding these 
signs, as prognosticating the future hiippiness And 
prosperity of the kborigiries of the colony, I was riot H 
little grieved to hear that the most v&luable part of thfe 
lands possessed by the Hottentots of this institution 
had been given away to persons whose claims ht 
'ftuch allotments are nOwise great ; and, I art soi'ry to 
mention What I believe to be true, th^t some Of the 
British settlers appear to have been the prmcipal 
agents in effecting this momentary triumph over the 
temporal interests of the institution,-^-or what they call 
its *ruin.' 

'^The ground given away includes all the best land, 
and the two fountains of water, namely. Long Fountkin 
and that at the month of the river. All the good 
ground towards the coast, and to the eastward of the 
institution^ and What is now under cultiVfition; is thus 
lost; attd^ if the original grant for the iftstilfttioii k 
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to be confirmed, the allotment, to make-up Its fiill 
extent^ must include the ground still imoccupied on 
the west side of the institution, which is less adapted 
for dgHcuItural purposes than that at present occupied ; 
and this tract labours under the great additiond dis- 
iadvaritag^e bf a want of water. Another great incon- 
venience to the institution, resulting from this curtail- 
mentj is its depriving the people of a free coitimuni- 
cation with the coast, where many of them have for- 
merly found the means of supporting their families, 
by burriitig lime, £tnd by having it in their power to 
Establish a fishery, which, with very little capital, 
might be successfully prosecuted, so as to prove d 
source of wealth to the institution, and give a numbet' 
of hands an honest and independent employment 
Had the jpeople in this institution the power to estab- 
lish a fishing station, they would have a ready market 
at Graham's Town for fish, which, when cured, would 
likewise fetch a very high price in the interior of the 
colony^ where colonial produce would be given in ex- 
change, so that double profit would be obtained." 

On this subject a letter was also addressed to me, 
about the same period, by Mr. Prihgle, one of the 
heads of the British emigrants, a gentleman whose 
high respectability is well known in South Africa, and 
also to many of my readers in England. It was writ- 
ten at Theopolis, and came to hand shortly after the 
receipt of Mr. Brownlee's letter. The following are 
extracts : — 

•^ Four year^ have elapsed since my former visit io 
Theopolis, and at that time it had not recovered from 
the injury and severe harassment the people had suf- 
fered in the war with the Caflfers. The village is now 
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f^moved to a more favourable situation: pomaiodious 
houses for the missioQaries, excellent schoel-rooins^ 
both for children and adults, and some very superior 
houses, belonging to Hottentot families, have been 
prected. Scwne good gardens, and a considerable ex- 
tent of cultivation, embellish the prospect, which is 
also, as you are aware, naturally of a much more rich 
and pleasing character than that of Bethelsdorp. 

^* But the improvement in the whole aspect, manners, 
and conduct of the Hottentots is what chiefly struck 
me. There is far more appearance of intelligence, acti-; 
vity, and enterprise among them than formerly. The 
general remarks I offered respecting the people of 
Pethelsdorp will apply with equal force to this place ; 
the people are evidently anxious to improve, and they 
really have improved, and are improving, rapidly. 

^^ The Sunday-school is a sight equally animated an4 
interiQsting here as at Bethelsdorp. Old men with spec^ 
facles, an emaciated Bushman or two just reclaimed 
from savage life, native teachers, (one the son of a Oaf- 
fer chief, another a Hottentot, who delivered an ani* 
m.ated address to his countrymen in their native lan- 
guage^) were a few of the interesting features of the 
picture. But the general eag^ness to feam, and the 
deep and devout attention with which they listened to 
their teachers, were still more gratifying. 
. ^^ Mr. Brownlee, (whom I had the pleasure dF accident 
tally meeting here,) in an evening address, mformed 
them of tlie progress of the missions among the Caffers> 
and urged them to a pious emulation. All appeared 
to listen to him with profound and solemn reverence, 
and seemed cordially to rejoice in the commenckig 
reclamation of their ancient enemies. 



JUBBNATION OF THBIR LANDS. 265 

f ^ The day-schooi fer children appeared to be eon- 
ducted with ability and success, and was very nume- 
Toirsly attended. The restrictions in regard to clothing, 
enforced by Mr. Manro, have not yet been introduced 
here ; and as a consequence partly of this, and partly, 
perhaps, of greater poverty among the people, the 
children were generally much worse clothed than at 
Bethelsdorp : but in this respect, also, they are gra- 
dually improving. 

*^The governor and colonial secretary visited this 
institution very recently. I have not heard what 
opinion they expressed, but their visit was veiy short, 
as Lord Charles appeared in a hurry to get off. 
Since that time I hear his lordship has deprived the 
inhabitants of access to the sea, by granting away the 
land hith^o occupied by them at the mouth of the 
Kasouga. Their boundaries have also, it is understood, 
been curtailed on every side by grants to the settlers. 
The deprivation of the land between the institution and 
tiie sea is the most injurious measure that could be 
aimed at the place, as it cuts off their best pasture and 
com land, and debars them of access to the sea-beach, 
for the purpose of burning shell-lime, which was one con«» 
siderable source of profitable employment. This land 

has, moreover, been given to a Mr. B , who has no 

claims whatever on it : he belongs to a party of Settlers 
located at a distance, and, indeed, since his arrival in 
the colony, has never resided permanently on any loca- 
tion, but has been generally ranging about for his 
amissement with the surveying officers on the frontier. 
He has been recommended for the present grant, merely 
(rom. personal favour, by Captain Hope, a military 
heemraod of Albany." 



About the tittle of the Visit bf Lord Chftries Sbmerset 
fthd th6 secretary toTheopolls, to Which jlllusioii i§ made 
in the preceding^ letter, prdmises had beett iiiade tb 
nutiierous apj)licants of the lands which were tb be 
alienated from the itistitiitioh ; but havings received ne 
dfficifiil cdmfntitticatibn from goverriinent on the subject^ 
I was left without accurate inforniation i-espfectirtg the 
exteilt of the thredteried infliction. 

In the month of August following I visitbd Thfebpolis, 
fetnd on thit occasion I foiind Mr. Hdpe, the govern- 
ment surveyor^ on the grounds^ and he had then nearly 
finished his labours. On an examination of the survey 
thade by this gentlefhan^ I discovered that his ihstrub* 
tions h£td gotie even farther than had been reported to 
me. Not only the land not included in thb dtiginal 
diagram, bilt one third of what was embraced by the 
diagram itself, was to be cilt off ftorii thfe institution; 
whatever the motives of the planners bf this partition 
might be, had it been contrived with a view to riiin ctiicl 
disperse the people, they cduld not have fallen on more 
bffectual means to efiect theit- purpose. The pastilre 
larid, oil which the people depehded for the support of 
their battle, their fountains, and their corn-lahds, which 
they had cultivated from the year 1815, were now to be 
t£lken front them. On the real character of this measure 
there was but one opinion among the friends and ene- 
iiiies of the institution. The friends of the oppressed 
Hottentots saw in it the meditated ruin of thb institution, 
and thbir enemies saw it under the same aspect, and 
thfey did not conceal the joy it afibrded them. Every 
thing had been done by the local authorities to pi-event 
the improvement of the |)eople, and those who regatded 
ihad improvement with jealousy scrupled not to teU ottf 
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mt9smharies> ^^That they would hot be lotig at Thed- 
polis ! Hiat it would not be long before they Bhould 
have the Hottetitcfts in their own power !" 

It may be noticed ifi this place, that the colotiiAl 
goverhment was under no necessity to distress the Hot- 
tentots and the missionary institution, in order to pro- 
Tide for the persons among whom the lands of Theo- 
polis wete to be shared ; and it may be proper tb add, 
that if the claims of the settlers, who were to be accom- 
modated at the expense of this missionary station, had 
rendered necessary such additional portions of land to 
their original grants, there was abundance of land, at 
this Tery time, in the satne district, at the disposal df 
government, out of which they might have had compe- 
tent allotments assigned them. 

When we teke into account the circumstances of the 
people to whom these lands have been giveti, the ease 
with which they might have been provided for, in a 
manner quite as much to their own satisfaction, from 
the lands of the Somerset Farm, Or in the nfew district 
containing about two millions of acres, which the gover- 
nor, at this very time, was distributing among the fron- 
tier bobrs ; Considering the circumstances which led to 
the first settlement of this institution, the losses the in- 
habitants had sustained by their neighbourhood to the 
CafFers, the important services which they had rendered 
to the coioiiy, and the prosperous and progressive con- 
dition of the institution at the period of their vii^i, 
the conduct of the governor must, in this instance, atp- 
pear altogether inexplicable, upon any principles either 
of cottfmon justice or rational policy. 

Hiis institution has, from its establMment on the 
Irotltier ctf fte ^dbny in 1810^ pror^ eqldraleni to ft 
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military post of one hundred men, and has thereby pro- 
duced a saving* to government more than equal to the 
whole value of all the lands originally belcmging* to the 
institution, multipli^ by twenty-five or thirty. In ad- 
dition to the security this institution has affc»*ded to the 
colony, and the severe losses sustained by its inhabitants 
in bravely maintaining their ground against the Caflfers, 
in advocating its claims I might further adduce the 
direct and indirect taxes which the inhabitants pay to 
the government, and the useful services they have ren- 
dered to the district in burning lime and felling and 
sawing* timber ; the number of the Hottentots who have 
been constantly employed in the government service, 
for which they never received any adequate remunera^ 
tion ; the large quota of young recruits it has supplied 
to the Oape regiment^ and the asylum which it affoi'ds 
to discharged sddiers ; the patient and amiable temper 
with which the people have borne their severe oppres* 
sions, and the confiding spirit with which they now look 
to the Britisb government for relief; the rapid advances 
"^hkh. they have made within these few years in know- 
ledgey in piety^ in industry, in wealth, and in all the 
branches of civilization ; the consideration, that the 
people on this institution, amounting to eight hundred, 
notwithstanding their number, their services, and their 
sufferings, have not one fifth of the land allowed them 
which has been granted by government to individual 
families, who can show no claims to merit such ftivours ; 
and to the daims we have thus enumerated we must ndi 
forget to add the claims arising iram the cultivation of 
land^ according to the proclamation of 1817, aiid the 
diagram previously granted to the institution by. the 
Qolonkl government. Does such a treatment comport 
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with the title of ^^/ree people^'' bestowed on the Hotten- 
tots ? or will any one assert, in the teeth of sach facts, 
that they are recognized as a people, or that they are 
viewed as having any rights in common with the oolo* 
nial population ? 

Such were the feelings of the colonial government, 
in 1825, to the Hottentot peculation, and such the 
jealousy with which their rapid improvement in civili- 
zation and industry at our institutions was then viewed, 
that the best parts of the lands occupied by the people 
of the institution were promised to settlers, on the ex- 
press condition that the receivers of the said lands were 
not even to presume to sell or transfer one inch of the 
ground thus obtained to the Hottentots or to the insti- 
tution ! 

Satisfied that his Majesty's government in England 
oou^ have no sympathy in common with the colonists^ 
nor with the colonial government, on this subject, I 
4rew,«p a full statement of the case, and transmitted it 
to the directors of the London Missionary Society, to 
be presented in the shape of a memorial to Earl 
Bathurst, his Majesty's principal Secretary of State 
for the Colonies. 

In their memorial to hi& lordship, the directoi'S em-^ 
bodied most of my statement, exhibiting the claims of 
Tbeopolis; the injury which the institution must inevi* 
tably sustain by the projected alienation of its lands ; 
giving, at tfie same time, the names and the merits of the 
different applicants, together with a plan of the land®' 
occupied by the institution, showing the- divisions of 
the la^d contemplated> and the original diagram,* with 

♦ A copy of this diagram, with a correct delineation and descrip-' 
tion of ^he land» thus alienated, will be found m tte Appkndex, 
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a line mstrfcing t)ie sedion to be ta^en from it. Tlie 
tir$t intimation I received of the fate of the ahove 
memorial was coonmumcated to me by Mr. Rogef 
BdwaixJs^ Qf Theopolis^ in the foUowing eiitraot of ^ 
letter, dated the 5th May, 1826 : — 

*• Some weeks ago, I received a letter from Sir 
Richard Flasket, inclosing a copy of a communication 
from Earl Bathurst to his Excellency Lord Charles, 
proposing a grant of land to Theopolis, upon conditioa 
that the missionaries should not, after that, extend their 
possession, by purchase or otherwise, without the con- 
sent of his Excellency's government. The affair being 
of considerable importance, and I not feeling at liberty 
to take upon myself the responsibility of accepting or 
rejecting the offer ; and as Mr. Foster had arrived at 
Bethelsdorp, I wrote to him- for advice as to what reply 
might be returned. Mr. F. considered, with myself, 
that the offer was only a snare, and should be rejected. 
From the poverty of the offered land, it could be no 
equivalent for that of which we had been deprived, 
especially as a claim was put in for land between the 
institution and the sea, of a far more valuable soil, and 
which would secure to Theopolis the facility of pro- 
(?uring lime-shells. Earl Bathurst's communication. 
Sir Richard's letter, and the reply, are sent, or will be 
sent, home to the directors." 

Another correspondent, who was well acquainted 
with the- ground offered as a substitute, oa the comiin 
ikon with which the ofifer is ck)gged, thus wfii^ :— r 
^^ The piece of ground oflfered is worth nothing ; it i$ 
neither fit for cultivation nor for grazing." 
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M^lfiea^ I was ^t Theopolis in 1S25, an English s^l^ 
had qbtainetj le^vp frqip the local anthoriti^ tq 0rept a 
l^blio-hou^^ qn this very spot of ground now offered ta 
^9 ips^itution \n lieu of the valaah]^ land of whid) it had 
been deprived. Qn the arriyal pf the Jpnglish settjers \n 
Slqqth Africa in 1820, \ found that by reading the de- 
scriptions of Barrow^ ffi^my of tl^eir pninds v^er^ ifilled with 
indignation against the qjd colonists for thpir treatment 
of the Hottentots. They were then, ^n general, in the 
habit of expressing thenise^v^ in the strqng^t terms 
qf reprobatiqn against all t^e atrocities sai4 to have 
been cqB[iniitt^d by thp Dutch against this oppressed 
people. Put, alas! poor humap nature! Many of 
them had not been three ye?irs iq Africa, when they 
imbibed all the feelings of the people whom they h^d 
so loudly condemned, and went heyond them in ths 
worst part of their conduct. Lijte JJazael^ whq^ on 
being told by the weeping prophet the cruelties he 
should commit upon the children of )srs^el» men caq 
detest a crime in the abstract^ to which it vyill re? 
quire less than the temptation of a crown to reconciief 
tiiem. 

In the midst of this lamentable degeneracy, I apa 
happy, for the honour of my country and human nature^ 
to notice some respectable exceptions. A!|rs. Genera^ 
Campbell, Thomas Philipps, Esq., Major Pigot^ and 
several others, treated their Hottentots well; and I 
have been informed by these respectable individuals, 
tiaat they could always get, from the institutioji at 
Theqpolis, as many Hottentot servants as they wanted. 
While they who treated them with equity and kind- 
ness could readily obtain servants, tho^ qf another 
desoriptiom^ whom the people refus^ to serve^i began 
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to think of the erection of a public-house, as a meaiis 
by which they might invdgle the Hottentots. Wheil 
the people and the missionaries complained to me oii 
this occasion^ and asked my advice, I informed them 
that the only remedy I could devise was in their own 
power. Having pointed oat to the people the certaiti 
consequences which would result to the institution, and 
to the Hottentots at large, from this public-bouse meet- 
ing with any encouragement among them^ I reconn 
mended them to pay particular attention to the persons 
who might visit it, and to have their names given up 
to be prayed for in public twice a week. A prop^isity to 
indulge in spirituous liquors has ever been thebaic of the 
Hottentots, as, indeed, it is generally of all unoivilised 
tribes ; and the result of the experiment under coosi*' 
deration may be adduced as an answer to all the aa}uni<» 
nies heaped upon the Hottentots at this institatien^ and 
as an unanswerable argument in favour (rf the utiMty of 
our labours among this class of people. In a lett^ ds^ied 
May, 1826, Mr. Barker, the missionary at TheopoKsy 
states the following facts : — •*' I am haf^y to inform 
you that they are, this day, removing the materiaJb of 
the public-house which was erected to ruin the instil 
tution. It has stood eight months, and not a f^ngL^ 
Hottentot, to our knowledge, has entered it «bi€e its 
erection." 

WhOe Colonel Frazer was dep^ity landdrost at Gra* 
ham's Town, and Mr. Ulbricht (the late missionary 
superintending the institution) was able to attend to 
the affairs of the station, Theopolis enjoyed isupei^r 
advantages to Bethdsdorp; but the Gaffer w^,- sin 
1819, and the system of oppression which was intro^^- 
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4uo6d afl«r the departare (rf Colonel Fraser, together 
with flie protracted illness of Mr. Ulbricbt, and the 
want of a suitable person to take the charge of the 
a(f^^> retarded for a con^derable time the progress 
of the institntioh. When I visited Hieopolis, in 1821, 
the Tillage whidi the deputation had seen in 1819, and 
\rfaich the Caffiers had in vain attempted to destroy, 
had lost two-thirds of its inhabitants. The people 
were scattered over the lands in small parties, living 
in the bushes, and retaming rapidly to the savage 
stfuie out of wMdi they had emei^ed. Ther6 waJ3 no 
school on the station ; the people very seldom at- 
tended public worship on the ^abbath; the youn^ 
people were without clothing ; and the clothes for-^ 
merly worn by tlK>se more advanced in years were 
either gone, or reduced to a few tattered rags. In 
many instances, they had no dc^hing but the aiioient 
shieep<-skin caross* 

The means adopted for the improvement of Bethels- 
dorp, which have already been detailed, were introduced 
at 'Hieopolis, and they have been followed by similar 
results* The scbodl -now commands the admiration of 
every visiter. The place of worship is, on Sabbath, 
crovtded with attentive and devout worshippers. The 
SaUbath schools and prayer meetings are as encourag- 
ing and animating as tiiose at Bethelsdorp. Exhilarated 
by the mfluence of hope, and kind treatment on the 
part of the missionaries, the people have become in- 
dustrious. A new viHage, which is an honour to the 
society> has been created, by their individual and 
imrted exertions. ' Clothed in British manui^ctures, tlie 
grown up people, and even the children, come to the 
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bouse of God wi^ deligiit exMbited m Am t««ite« 
minces. A standard of mc^rals has beefi pstablii^ed 
among tfaem^ which condemns drunkaimeBs^ idi^ieiffi, 
and lioentiious&eas ; the pec^le &id th^t they hwe 
dmrad:ers to stisMn ; and the savage habits^ foimerly 
ViBtUe ^unong iAi&m, hare given jdaoe to decency^ kibdfy 
affeetioBs^^ social duties^ and rever^ce ^aid love to tkim 
teadhers. 

On my late visits to those im^utions^ liiey iMt i»e^ 
in companies, one htindred and My mttes befot^ I 
reached Bethelsdorp; and relays of oxen from the two 
institutions were kept in tidiness along the road fer 
three hundred miles^ few which they rdiisid rensoam- 
ration, professing themselves haj^y to ishow this testi- 
mony of their love to mysdf and to the socidy . 

On reaching Theopelis^ on my last journey itito Ae 
interior^ a susfrickm (absurd enough, no dotbt,) had 
got abroad^ that I was in danger of being assassinated. 
Under this impression, ten of the people, with Captain 
iBoesaak* at their head, volunteered their serViGfe to 
aecorapany nfte, as an escort. I tried in viiii to 
peisuade them, that I had nothing of that nai^ms to 
fear; theii* minds were too faHy engrossed with ttie 
apprehensbn, to be I'easoned out of it, and they deter* 
mined to accompany me, even if I left them to depeiid 
on tfie chase for the ttieans of sufcsistettoe. 

1 t^annot here ireSist introducing an extonple of "^iety 
and etevation of mind displayed by one x>{ ttre persoins 
who toet me on this occasion, Miich I' am wxe h^ill be 
i^ead witibi peculiar interest. He was iseuced> the first 

* Tlie same individual who s^^sisted so braVely MidefiTectualfy 
m defending Graham's Town, when assaulted by the CSffers, in 18ld. 



nigM he fmaed us^ with «n inflainmatitm df Ifae kmg«^ 
Ab sooe as thk droQingtaft»>e becMie known to us^ we 
«iii;f(^»»i<mr olsseny and bad recourse to the v^mbI n^ 
medly m such cases. My Hottentot driver eoidd Ueed^ 
and always carried a lancet with him. We made a 
bed for oar suflFering companion under a bush ; and the 
night being" serene, and ihe moon at the fiill^ and shining 
on his countenance, we had a good opportunity of ob- 
serving so much of the expression of his mind as could 
be seen in his face* During the whole time of the 
c^eraticm, and while his countenance eidiibited every 
mark of internal tranquillity and joy, he continued dis- 
ccmrsing in the most rational and elevated strain of 
piety. *^ What a mercy/' said he, ^^ that I have not 
now a Saviour to seek ! How awful must my state have 
been, had I deferred aaaldng religion my concern till 
now 1 I know in whom I have believed, and he is 
able to keep that which I have committed into his 
hands until that day ! " 

When we had bound up his arm, he turned his 
bead to me, and, with a smile upon his countenance, 
remarked, — ^^ You are on the King's business, and it 
requires haste ; you must not wait for me ! Leave me 
here, under this bush ; my heavenly Father, who careth 
for the young ravens, will take care of me ! '* 

It is unnecessary to inform my readers, that we did 
not leave this interesting man behind us. I have 
known him ever since my first arrival in South Africa, 
and I can safely say, I never, knew a more amiable and 
excellent mam ; and I am happy to add, that he ulti- 
mately recovered, and still lives a most exemplary and 
truly christian life. Shortly after his recovery, I received 
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an excellent letter from him, which I have unforta- 
nately lost, giving an account of the state of his ndnd ; 
and entering very fully into the nature of the exertions 
I was then making for this improvement of the natives 
of South Africa. 
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CHAPTER, XIV. 

Hottentots prevented from possessing Land.-7ZuurbraIc« or Cak- 
don Institution. — Conduct of Seidenfaden, and of the Colonial 
Government. — Ruin of the Institution, and dispersion of the In- 
habitants. 

It is not a little remarkable that the British government 
should make such a diflFerence between the natives of 
India and those of South Africa. In India^ the natives 
are the landed proprietors, and Europeans are not 
allowed to hold land in the country. In South Africa, 
the country is wholly in the hands of the colonists, and 
the natives are practically incapacitated from holding 
lands. „ . 

In 1822, when one of the British settlers at Clan 
William applied for additional lands, he was directed 
by the deputy landdrost of the district to take posses- 
sion of a spot called Varkens-Fonteyn, a valley at the 
distance of some hours' ride from the place where he 
resided. On visiting the place, this gentieman, to his 
surprise, found the land promised him cultivated by 
some industrious Hottentots, whose ancestors had pro- 
bably possessed the same spot before any Europeans 
set their feet on the shores of South Africa. He was 
pleased with the land and with the state of cultivation 
in which he found it ; but he was so struck with the in- 
justice which would have been done to the Hottentots in 
dispossessing them, that he refused to accept of it on 
the terms on which it had been offered to him. On 
stating to the local authority the reasons for which he 
declined accepting the grant, the man in office could 
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not have expressed more contempt than he did at Mb 
scruples, had they been made in behalf of its ancient 
inhabitants, the baboons. 

Another illustration of this subject will be found in 
the conduct of the colonial government towards Caledon 
Institution. This ancient Hottentot kraal, situated in 
the cfistrict of SvfeHendam, is about fourteen miles dis- 
tant from the principal town, which bears the name of 
tine diatrkt^ and it may be aboat on^ ktimbed and fifty 
miles from Cape Town. 

When Lord Caledon visited the interior odhe coun- 
try in 1808, the lands belonging to this institution, wi& 
a small portion of land on the ^ange River, were the 
only places in the district then hi the possession of the 
Hottentots ; and his lordship was so much stru^ m^ 
the appearance of the people, and so well pleased with 
the favourable accounts he had heard of them, that he is 
reported to have said, standing in the midst of tiiis abo* 
riginal tribe, ^* I shall take care that the colonists shall 
not take the land firom you ;" and he ordered it, accor^ 
dingly, to be given to them in the name of Captam 
Moses, the chief of the kraal, for the benefit of the 
people. 

On the visit of the deputation of the London Missicm-^ 
ary Society to this institution in 1819, we found that the 
people had been oppressed and impoverished by a 
person named Seidenfaden, under the character of a 
missionary*. After an investigation of eleven days, 
in th6 course of which we obtained the fullest proofe 
of the unfitness of this man to be missionary, we en* 

*]\Ir. Seidenladen is a native of Germany. He was first sent out 
as a missionary by a society in Holland ; and was, at the time of 
our visit, in the service of the liOndon Missionary Society* ' 



cbavosmd to, in^Aca him ta cemoye in. a peaceable 
maaaer. With this view^ we offered him a fair remu- 
neration for the personal property he might have in the 
ingtitutioa; and we at the same time apprized himji that 
should he contiooe to refuse the terms proposed to 
him^ we should apply to the government to procure his 
removal* lastead of showing any sign;& of oontrition for 
ik& imworthy conduct of which he had been couvioted^ 
while the d^p(utation was yet with him, he wrote a letter 
to the colonial government^ com^daining of us; and 
requesting the gavermoent to cede to himself and his 
family^ a& private property^ the whole of the lands 
belonging to ^e institution. To this application Mr. 
Seid^iladen received from the colonial office aa an- 
swer, of which the following is a copy : — 

^^ Having laid before H. E. the^Sovernor 
your letter of the 12th of last month, in which you 
attude to certaiu differences which appear to exist be^ 
tween the gentlemen appointed to the superintendence 
bf the London Missionary Society's missions in this 
part of South Africa and yourseli^ and request^ in qon- 
sequence;to be confirmed and secured in your residence 
at the Zuurbrak upon the same terms upon which you 
were originally placed there^ I am direc^d to inform 
you^ and to recal to your recollection, that, previous to 
your going into the district of Swellendsun^ the ancient 
Hottentot kr^al, of which Captain Moses was then the 
head, was established between the lands now called 
Zuurbrak and those in the occupation of Mr, Eksteen. 
This interesting remne^nt of the Hottentot tribe, whose 
industry and good conduct were represented to the go*- 
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vernor at tlttrt time^ (the Earl of Ctted(m>) exifitedifais 
lardship's anxiety to be essentially serviceaUa to, them, 
insomuch that, upoa his return from having, visM*4 
them, he directed the landdrost of the distdct to appoiv- 
tion to their use the adjcHxdng lands^ now called th^ 
Zuurbrak;; and he recommended that another krf^ 
which was situated at the^ange River, should be iur 
vited to join them. Shortly after his lordship's.r^tum 
to Cape Town join withdrew from Tulbagh^ in ecffi^i^- 
quence of a dispute you had had with jix^ magi^tra|:p pf 
that district ; and you represented to me that yo^ ^hwld 
like to have leave to reside in the . Swellendam dj^trict, 
for the purpose of instructing the heatheai ; and in con- 
siequwce.thereofj I wrote to the landdroi^t, recoraniMend- 
ing him. to permit you to reside at Captain Muses' k^afd 
for that purpose. Certainly no right to^ny of the lan^ds 
t^m w?^s jce4fi4> Pf intended to be cede,d, either to yqu 
or to any oth^r persons ; they were lands solely appico- 
priatpd tp the use of the two kraals above-mentioned; 
andH. E. the Governor will not now disturb, or permit 
them to be disturbed, ic^ their legal possession- He 
cannot admit of any other persons haviug^.any. clginfis 
whatsoever lapon these lands; and thus he cannot confirpi 
to you what he is sensible never was alienated frpm the 
Hottentots. 

^^ His Excellency laments that there shoul(| l^e.a^iy 
disputefbetweeflL you and the. gentlemen who apt herp for 
tb?. directory of the Missionary Society; WH^.E. 
haying nothing to do with that circumstan9e^ and i^ot 
being awajre what it has to do withtib^ question of , an 
occupation of these lands, can in no shape entef into 
the 4Sfibject| or give an opinion vpop, it. . , , - - , . 

" I am, &c. &c. 

CSignedJ "' C, BiRl).*' 
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In the montti ctf July, 1S20, and more than a twelve- 
month after this application was made, above twenty 
<ff the men on the station came to Cape Town, to thtow 
thendjselves befi>re the actihg governor^ to pray that 
the application made for the removal of Mr. Seiden* 
faden might be heard. I oommnnicated this circtim- 
stance to the acting governor. His Excelleiicy declined 
seeing them ; bat he aullibrized me to assure them 
that their suit should be attended to, and that imme- 
diate stqps should be taken to afiford them relief. 

On reviewing the subject in the colonial office. 
Sir Rufane met with difficulties. It waiS alleged that 
the government could not act in the expulsion of Mi*. 
Seidenfaden, on the investigation of the deputation of 
the London Missionary Society ; that the complaints 
brought against this man should be investigated by the 
colonial magistrates ; and if, upon their examination, 
he j^hould be found guilty, it would then be tiihe to 
dismiss him. In reply to my objections, his Excd- 
lency the acting* governor assured me that I should be 
afesociated with the landdrost in this inquiry ; that a 
' few days would terminate it ; that the leading features 
of the subject only were required; and that the case 
should not be remitted into the hands of the court of 
justice, but should be decided by himself. On these 
terms I took a journey to Swellendam. 
\ Oii my arrival there, instead of finding the landdrost 
prepared to enter into the investigation, he amused me 
with frivolous excuses for delaying it. After waiting 
sonie days, and using all the means in nay power to 
secure the object of my journey, to no purpose, I re- 
returned to Cape Town; and, immediately on my 
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return^ ihe landdro^ was commanded io proceed in 
the investigation without vm. 

It was^ by this time, evident that the celoBial got 
vernment was determined to defend and suf^poH Mn 
Seidenfaden^. Contrary to ihe promise made to ine^ 
that the investigation should take place at fl%e Hot*- 
tentot kraal^ and last a few days only^ the whole of 
the Hottentots were brought from their homes to 8weLr 
lendam^ and k^t ihere <wo mont^* On tte manaer 
in which this trial was conducted I shall not now en*- 
large ; but shall dismiss it by ranarking^ that I was 
called upon to pay, out of the funds of the Missionary 
Society, for the victuals consumed by all the people^ 
not excepting the servants of Mr. Seidenfaden. 

Inst^d of having tiie decision I was promised^ iint 
investigation of the landdrost was d^sosited in the 
colonial office^ and I heard no more of it tiU tiie airivd 
of his Majesty's Commissioners of Inquiry, in 1898, 
when it was called for by them, at my request, pre^ 
vious to their tour into the interior of the colony. 

On the arrival of the Commissioners at Zuurbrak, 
or Caledon institution, they entered into an investi- 
gation of some of the charges brought agsunst Mr* 
Seidenfeden, when the following fkcts were proved :— 
The arable land belonging to this institution lies in a 
narrow valley, divided by a stream of water. On one 
side of the stream the slip of ground is narrcyw, but it 

* I CQuld not return to Sw^Uendam to attend t^ie tria^ my^f Ifi < 
and my eyes were by this lime so far enlightened as tp abate my 
expectations respecting the result ; but my own safety now made it 
necessary diat I should have a person employed in the court, to 
furnish me with an account of the proceedings* 
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admits of krrigatioBy and h^^ Ae Hoitontois had tlMir 
gardens. Scarcely had Mr. Seidenfedea setfled oa the 
iDstitutioR^ ^^a he coveted this ground^ and persuaded 
the people to remo^^ their gardens to the other side 
oi the river. The new gardens were laid out and 
cultivated; but^ halving no means of leading water 
over them^ the produce was scanty^ and even the 
little that did grow was destroyed by the cattle of this 
missionary. To defend themselves against the cattle^ 
they inclosed their houses and gardens by a ccunmon 
wall ; and Mr. Seidenfaden persuacfed them to dig a 
trench, lor the purpose of irrigating thdr gardens^ and 
he promised to assist them in bringing a stream of 
water into it^ across an intermediate valley^ by an 
aquednct. After much labour and toil, this work was 
completed^ and the labour of the people no longer 
required in it ; but the water had not run more than 
a few weeks in tte ditch, when they were ordered to 
quit their houses and gardens, and to erect for them- 
selves o^r huts, outside of the wall of the inclosure, 
which they had raised by their own industry, and on 
a barrm part of the hill, to which they could lead no 
water, and where they could not have the semblance 
of gardens. The grounds inclosed in this manner^ 
and on <he pretaice that they were to be sacred to the 
people, were soon to be eonverted into a corn-field, for 
the missionary. 

During the time this investigation was going on, a 
poor woman on the station lodged the following com- 
plaint. Her son, a little boy, was a herdsman to Mr. 
Seidenfaden : one night, he slept on the ground, and 
the wolf came, and destroyed some of his master's 
colts. The loss was estimated by Mr. Seidenfaden at 
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one hundred and twenty rix-doUars* The mottier^waa 
a widow^ and not aUe to pay this demand ; and Mr* 
Seidenfaden, who acted as judge in his own ewei g^^ 
away ttie boy to a farmer^ on an indentute of ferd 
year^, for one hundred and twenty rix-dollars ; sixty tX 
which the farmer paid when he apprenticed the hoy, 
and the other sijcty Seidenfaden was to receive at the 
expiration of the term agreed upon. 

These are but spedmens of this man^s conduct ^to* 
wards the Hottentots; and they are stated here^ iiioi 
because they exhibit greater atrocity than otiher ia- 
stances which might be mentioned, but because they 
came out during the investigation of the Gommission^:^ 
of Inquiry at this station. In 1823, these gentiemeti 
deelat'ed, after investigation of the charges against 
him on the spot, that he was the most unfit man in the 
worM for being a missionary. This furnishes an in^ 
stance of the regard which the colonial ^governmeiiit 
pays to the rights of Hottentots. i 

In 1619, all the per^le at this institution^ theser-* 
rants of Mr. Seidenfaiten excepted^ |»rayed for Ins 
removal. About one year after Uiis eirettmstane^ 
above twenty of the men came to Cape Tovm, (ajour* 
ttey of -thifee hundred miles, including gomg and re*- 
turning;) to pray the governor to have hiia removed* 
During^ all this time, and for nearly six ^ye^rs, ibe 
agent of ttie London Missionary Society was trying 
every means, and ii^curting a considerable expense^ to 
obtain the same end. In Febniaary, 1824, Lord 
Charles Somerset informed me thai he had receifVffid.a 
letter from Mv. Bigge, one of his Majesty f6cd]iimi&' 
Sioh^sv saying that *^ this Sddeirfaden was ihe .most 
^fit rtan imaginabteifor being a toi$sioomy';'' and 
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it was not till Marchi 1825, that I received a note 
frdAi the colonial office, informing me, (after the people 
had heoB dispersed, and the institution ruined^) thai 
bis lordship had seen it to be expedient to remove 
Mr; Seidenfaden^ and inquiring, at the same time^ 
vrliefher the London Missionary Society had any claims 
on the institution^ or on .Mr. Seidenfaden, 

To this communication^ I stated in reply, that it 
was now neaiiy i^x years sinoe the deputation of the 
Liondon Missionary Society had prayed the colonial 
government for the removal of Mr. Seiden&den from 
that institution^ and had discharged him from all con- 
nexion with the society, whose a&tirs they were sent to 
the colony to regulate. That the London Missionary 
Society had no cledms upon the soil of the institution; 
n6r could they exhibit any other claims to send sL 
teadaer to succeed Mr. Seidenfadea than sudh as rmght 
inrise from previous occupation, and from the manner 
in which they had dischai^;^ their duty to the people 
belonging to Zuurbrak. If the agaits of the London 
Missionary Soqiety had not discharged their duty to the 
Hottentots at Zuurbrak^ occupation was not suffident 
to establish any claim, and the government bad a right 
to say to U8> — *^ You have made void your daims to 
this station^ by having neglected to fulfil your duties 
io the people/' But if, on the other hand^ bis Excels 
lency should find we had done our duty to the Hotten* 
tots^ his Excellency must admit, that, in the seleotioa 
of another teacher to tlus institution, the Liondon Mis*- 
sitoavy Society wi» entitled to the prefeiienoe> and 
should net be r^sed it. Tliat when ikt colomal gon 
n^^mment gives to^ farmer apieceofi wa«te lan4,. apd 
feomises tiN^ tul^jea ;^pm.lui]()^; §p j^ig 
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as ke ke^ it in a state of cultivatiom^ it wo^ be 
allowed that> while the fanner fulfils the ecmditi(m oa 
whioh he received this land from ike govetjameni, he 
has a claim upon the land ; fout^ ooiitrariwise> if the 
cultivaticm of the laiid foe neglected^ the geveramettt 
Hiay justly resume its grant. T%^t^ ia like raanaer^ if 
the London Missionary Society had fulfilled the cxmdi- 
laons^ expressed or iaqplie(^ oh niiioh they w^re allowed 
to occu{^ as a missbnary sta&m the Itods of Zmir- 
brak^ their claims 4o i^[KHnt a missionary to sutoeed 
Mr. SeidenfSetdad could not be disfMited; but if ike 
contrary could be shown> the claims of the sedety wem 
forfdted^ mid ^ government had a right to sayio us» 
^^ You have not done your duty, and we have no fiirtt^r 
occasion for your services/' That Zuurbrak so^ Pa- 
ealtsdmp are boih old Hottentot kraiJs ; and &at, as I 
eO»sider the right <^the Lond^a Mi^sionaiiy Soetjsly to 
the occupaticHi of those stations as resting upm the 
same fc^itdation^ for a further exposition of my views 
on this subject> I begged leave to refer his Excellaftuy 
to my correspondaace with the cdionial government ofi 
tiie a{]fK>intment of Mr. Anderson to tibue latter station. 
In ariswer to this letter, I was informed^ by an offi^ 
cial note dated 6th April, 18^ th^rt ^^ witii regard to 
the nomination of a siKX^essor to Mr. SeideadSiid^^ his 
Excellency could never allow any right wl«^tevjet? to 
such nominajfcion to exist in the heads or ^epreseiitatiyeig 
of aay societies m this colony; this heixig a question 
wfaicbmnst rest entirely in ^e discretion, of his JMk- 
jesty's giovarmiient ; and in the exercise ttf tJmt discre- 
tion, which^ until his Majesty's pleasure foe known, 
devolves upon his Excellency, he woirid ber .guided 
ab^e; Igr an aaxiooa desire tos proww^ ^.liip- 
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fkitf&f^ laid to eeciiife ^e gradual improTemeiit^ cf 
tile Hottentots of this kraal ; that, whatever his de- 
efeion ttkight be on this subject^ he desired it might be 
eleariy undenstood^ diat he disclaimed the moBt demote 
intention of imputing the i^ghteBt degree of blame to 
the soeiety^ of which Mr. Seidenfaden was formeiiy a 
memb«/' 

Before the close of «feis correspondence with the colo- 
nial government) I received the following inteUig^oe 
from a gentleman of ihe foe^ information in the district 
of Swdlendam, whose name I am not^ at present^ ott 
liberty to disclose, flie letter from whidi tfie extract 
is taken> containing the intelligence in question, isolated 
Ae 27th May> 1826. '' Some one," he states, '' has 
been applying for ttie Hottentot lands of Zuurbrak, on 
tte score ^f there being tto Hottentots or stock to 
occupy them ; ttnd they, or part of them, ate e^ont to 
be given away.'' 

On the 9d of the follcy*4ng June, I leR Gape Town 
with a view to visit the missionary stations, and I ar- 
lived aft Euurbrak on the 10th. On my arrival on the 
sHe t>i the mstitution, I found that Mr. Seidenfaden had 
fceen removed, by an order from his Excdlency the 
governor, two months previous to that period. On 
riding over the grounds with the Hottentot captain, 
(Smithy) I found that two farmem^ on the eitcourage- 
ment which had been given to their a{^licatYons^ had 
come and taken possession ; and that another £umer 
in the neighbomiiood was in the habit of sei^ling his 
cattle 'and sheep to gra«fce over the pa$t»re lands. Joa- 
diin Matts had buUt a hioiise <mi the grounds of the 
institution^ itt whitli he then resided with, his family ; 
srtJdtie was now plotoghitogr bM «owiflg> and kwpmg 
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his herds of cattle, &e.^ opon the lands fofmerty grazefd 
by the cattle of the Hottentots. Jacobus DiHk; for* 
meiiy a boor of the Bosjesveld^ had taken possession of 
a house erected by the Hottentc^ for catching wolves ; 
and in this place, with a small addition he had made 
to it^ he resided with his family. On the Hottei^t 
captain asking the field-comet on what authority th» 
man came to reside on the institution with his &n^ly 
and cattle^ he was informed^ by the local authorky^ ih^ 
Jacobus Dlrik had got a promise that he should hav6 
half the lands of the institution^ and that he mu^ sUo«9 
his cattle to graze over them unmolested. T%e third 
person alluded to, who was in the habit of sending U^ 
cattle, &c. to graze on these lands^ was the fi^Id-cornet 
himself. This person is a petty magistrate of the dis- 
trict, immediately under the landdrost, and he stated to 
the Hottefntot (Smith) that he had had the promite 6£ 
part of the lands^ as soon as his Excellency the go«^ 
yemor should receive authority from home to make the 
intended partition. 

The Hottentot huts on flie site of t^ institutiou' 
were reduced to nine in number. The huts still inha- 
bited were all in a ruinous condition: some of ttem 
had their turf wails propped by buttresses^ to ke^ them^ 
from felling ; two were without gables ; two or three df 
them were half covered only, the other parts of the 
roofs havmg fallen in. On the site of the institiitioii I 
found fifteen men: seven of these wei-e advasiced in 
years, and unable to work; one of them was blind }i 
and these eight people were entirely dependent -npiMii 
the little assistance given them by their' neighboute^ . 
and the wild roots they might gather. Two were in. bad; 
health:! aathat anthe eflfeotive men on;tlie ittstitatiiQ 
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lvere^fiver oaly. ' Scattered xiver the lands of the insti- 
tuflony I^ found in temporary habitations^ besides those 
ftlready mentioned as living at the village^ tiiirteen 
men 5 and two of iEtiese were old and decr^)it, and 
idioHy dependent. 

* Among the formers, within one day's ride of the 
iostitiition/ 1 found seventy-seven men formerly belong* 
ing to the institution. In addition to these seventy* 
seven men, now among the farmers, and within one 
day's ride of Zuurbrak, there were sixty-three men, 
originally from this institution, in the Cajpe regiment^ 
^O'tetve enlisted, or been drafted off, within these 
three years ; and there were, at the village of Zuur- 
Vrak, and on the lands of the institution, at a distance 
from the villj^, twenty-eight men ; making, in the 
whole^ one hundred and sixty-eight. The abodes of 
M these men we - accurately ascertained. , Including 
wives and children, mothers and sisters> and allowing 
upon an average, on a very moderate calculation, one 
woman and child to each man, this gives us apopula*- 
tion of five hundred and twenty-four souls. 

The greater part of these people had been driven 
from ihe institution by the cruel oppressions exerdsed 
upon them, and would return to it as soon as the pre- 
sent questicMi should be decided in their favour j and 
all of them devoutly wished that their right to it might 
nbt be lost; that they might have it as a home, to 
whidb they eould bring ttieir wives, their children, and 
their' aged parents; and to which they might ulti- 
naidly oome themselves, when their terms of servitude 
in tbe Cape regiment, or among the boors, woukl per- 
Diit them^ 

Pfom&e inquiries I have made amf^ng the p^pl« 

Vol. I. U 
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themseWes, I am warranted in giving it asroy opinion, 
that there is not an individual among them who doe$ 
pot wish these lands to be continued as formerly. It 
would be quite unnatural to suppose the case should be 
otherwise ; and the question, whether these lands 9tB 
still to belong to the Hottentots, involves much more 
serious consequences than can be apprehended in Eng*- 
land without explanation* 

Many other facts relating to this case, of a similar cha- 
racter to those already enumerated, might be detailed ; 
but, as many oi them will be found in other parte (^ 
this work, I shall at present confine my remarks to a 
grievance which the people residing on tlie site (rf 
tliis institution have laboured under for years, and which 
now threatens to drive away the few who still remain 
upon it When they had no missionary they were not 
called to perform any compulsory services to govern^- 
ment ; but one of the first things required of them after 
Mr. Seidenfaden came among them, was, that they 
should once a week carry the mail pver the mount^ns 
to the residence of Dolf van Kolden This farmer lives 
abput eight hours journey from the institution, and this 
sei^vice requires a man two days every week, Mr. 
Seidenfaden was post-master of the district, and received 
from government, for sending the mail even a shorter 
distance on the main road, six hundred rix-dollars per 
annum ; and he was not more favoured in this partiou^ 
la? than other colonists, the persons in the same office 
on the main road having a similar allowance ; but the 
question naturally occurs, why should the Hottentots 
be called to perform for nothing that for wbich a boor 
receives six hundred rix-dollars per annum? As fte 
people are obliged to perform ikm oompulsoiy mmce, 



m^ \n Im tunij ite pppression wn^ ^ot fior merly no 
much felt d3 it is at this momenti when there ure not 
more th^tn five men on the institution able to undei^ 
take the jonreey. Omng to this qiregmstanofi, it 
frequently wmes round to tb^ same individual once in 
thr^ weeks, and sometimes once in a fortnight The 
burden has now become so heavy on those on whom 
it MI&, that they express it as thdir opinioii^ that if 
they are not relieved* they must also leave the instil 
tiition ; and should this take place, there are nine aged 
wd infirm persons on the place, who will, in all pror 
bability^ be left to starve, for want of the necessaries of 
life. This burden has been considerably increased by 
th^ ifeoioval of Mr. Smdenfaden from the institution, 
That individual has taken a farm an hour and 'a half 
cur two hours' journey from the institution, and he is 
4itiU continued by government as post-master. In con* 
se^enco of thb oirctunstanoe, in addition to the journey 
already mentioned, the people have to toavel from the 
institution to Mr. Seidenfaden, for the mail-bags, which 
they have to carry over the mountains ; thus adding to 
their burden, already too heavy, an additional jonraey 
of three or four hours,-T-in short, nearly another day in 
the week- 
Leaving the reader to his own r^etions on the 
plain statement of facts exhibited in this case, I shall 
conclude my remarks upon it by a brief reference to 
the right of the Hottentots to the lands of the Zuur* 
brak, and to the regard which has been paid to those 
rights by, the colonial government. 

It. is. admitted by the letter of Colonel Bird, the 
secr^ry to government, that the lands of Zuurbrak 
)iad never beea alienated from the tribe whose rights 

U2 
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have been so wantonly violated in this instance ; and 
that on the circumstances of that tribe being made 
^[[nown to the governor (the Earl of Caledon), his Ex- 
cellency^ after having visited them, gave directions to 
the landdrost to apportion to their use the lands of 
Zuurbrak, afterwards denominated Caledon Institution. 
The following circumstances, in the same letter, show 
the views entertained by Lord Charles Somerset and 
Colonel Bird, in 1819, of this transaction of the Earl 
of Caledon, and of the nature of the right of the Hot- 
tentots to this land. On the alleged principle that the 
lands had been granted to Captain Moses and his 
people, an application from Mr. Seidenfaden for those 
lands, in 1819, was rejected with becoming firmness. 
^*^ Certainly," said the colonial secretary, Colonel Bird, 
m rniswer to this unprincipled request; ** Certainly, 
no rights to any of the lands there were ceded to 
yxm, or to any other person;" and he assigns, as a 
reason for this opinion, that those lands ^^ were solely 
s^ropriated to the use of the two kraals ; viz, that re- 
siding on the lands of Zuurbrak, and a kraal of Hot- 
tentots on the Slange river, who had been induced to 
join the kraal of Zuurbrak, for greater security." The 
[Secretary, moreover, assures the applicant, tibat *^ his 
Excellency will neither disturb, nor permit to be dis- 
turbed, in their legal possession, this interesting rem- 
ntet of the Hottentot tribe." And he goes on further 
to state, that ^* his Excellency (Lord Charles Somerset) 
caniiot admit of any other persons having any claims 
whatsoever upon* these lands ; and thus he cannot con- 
firm to you what he is sensible never was alienated 
from the Hottentots." 
-The rights of these people to the lands at Zuurbrak, 
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being thus repeatedly recognized by government^ 
seem to me to be in no respect more questionable 
than those by which other persons hold lands on any 
other property in the colony. Indeed this seems t9 
be admitted on the grounds alleged to justify the alien* 
ation, namely, that ^* there are no Hottentots or stock 
to occupy them.'* 

While I am willing to give credit to the colonial 
government, for having rejected the request of Seiden- 
faden, might not that government have found enough 
in the request itself to have justified it in complying 
with the prayer of the deputation of the London Mis- 
sionary Society, to have him removed? Is it not a 
misdemeanor, according to the law of England, to 
oflFer a bribe to an officer of his majesty's goveminent, 
or even to the king himself, for a situation in the ser- 
vice of government ? What, th^n, shall we say of th^ 
conduct of a missionary, who makes such a request as 
that which he prefers in this instance? Could th» 
colonial government suppose for a moment that a man 
preferring a request, which was an outrage onoU 
the^ principles of religion and morals, was a fit person 
to teach the very people the principles of religion w4 
morality, on whom he proposed to commit this delibei 
rate robbery I Had the charges preferred against him 
been less aggravated in their character, and had thQ., 
proof been less clear than it was, this request was. 
alone sufficient to have justified his expulsion. ) 

I trust I have said enough, in answer to the. pl^; 
which is used to justify the proposed partition of 
the lands of this institution. There are twenty reigM 
men upon these lands; there are seventy-seven within 
one day's ride of the institution, who anxiously wish to 
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return td it> or at least to send their wives and children 
to it ; and it cannot be denied but that it would be cruel 
indeed to deprive the sixty-three men in the Cape regi- 
ment of such an asylum for themselves and their families, 
after they are no longer able to serve the govemmenl. 
And fbt ^hom are all these people to be sacrificed? 
For the accommodation of two or thre^ boors^ not siM- 
perior in ctvilifcatlon^ and perhaps not ^ual m morals^ 
to several, I may Add to many^ of those people, who 
are to be deprived of the land of their fi0ithers-M)f 
land, which had been confirmed to thetn by the bene* 
voldnee of Lord Caledon. What right, what cUims 
have those toors upon the possessions of these poor peo- 
ple? Whftt claims have they upon government? None. 

Here we have a complete case* We see its begin* 
ning, its progress, and its consUrtitnatlon. Here is a 
man, '"^ the most unfit person in the World for being i, 
misSioiiftry/* flogging, plundering, and demoralizing 
the people under him for six years together, under the 
very eye of goVernmetit ; supported against the prayers, 
and petitions, and complaints of the sufferers and their 
fHendSi permitted to appropriate their labour and 
property to his owu advantage; drivhig thein, by his 
own authority, from one fertile spot after another, till 
they find themselves on the bare mountaiu, without 
Water^ or the tteoessaries of life ; and oUly dismissed 
When no more remaitts for him to perpetrate; wheti hisi 
work is doue; the rising commutiity being crushed 
and dispersed, and the laUds ripe for alienation, '' there 
being no Hottentots or stock to oecupy them.'* What 
security has any other similar institution agmnst the 
like fate? 

In what, may we now ask, consist the rights of the 
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aboriginal inhabitants of the Cape of Good Hope to 
possess any land in the colony ? Do they claim it by 
inheritance from their fathers ? That plea has been long 
since exploded. Does it consist m prior occupation ? 
When lands are to be granted> can they rely on thb 
presumption, as the other free colonists do ? Look at 
the lands of Zuurbrak and Theopolis for an answer. 
But surely promises^ grants, and recognitions by the 
colonial government itself, backed by long occupancy, 
give them a solid and secure, as well as a legal right? 
Tlie people ^t Zuurbfak had all these, atid yet they are 
fentii^ly oVertbfowtt. 

TTie system, df which these pfoceedirigs are the legi- 
timate fruit, is, I hope, drawing towards a close. Hid 
Majesty's gotefriment can have ho intei^st in feuppdrt- 
ihg it for a motaetit, aftei* they are tonvinced of its 
hdtute arid effects ; nor do I suppose that any earthly 
interest can indiice them td satibtion dpen violence and 
Injustice, dr authorize the systematic degradation of sd 
large a pdrtioil of their fellow-subjects*. 

* Afler a strn^le for the tights of the Hottentotii of this l^iioii, 
whieh^ indeed, involves the rights of all the aborigilial populatioit 
ef South Africa, I have heard, since this chapter was put into the 
hands of the printer, that his Majesty's Government has decided 
this c^se in favoiir of the Hottentots. I hope this act of justice in 
behalf of a tohg-op()ressed people may be viewed as a pledge of th^ 
beneficent intentions of gotemment towards them in future. It must 
be obvious to every reader of these pages, that the efforts of ih» 
missionaries cannot be longer sustained, unless the people and the 
institutions have parliamentary enactments to protect them. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Oppressions of the Colonial Government increase with the Im- 
provement of the Institutions. — ^Treatment of the Missionaries 

' and Hottentots of Theopolis hy the Authorities of Albany. — 
Case of William Bruintjes-^-Compulsory labours of the Hot- 
tentots. 

Tbe reasons hitherto assigned by the colonists and 
the colonial government^ for the opposition made to 
our missions^ were> — that we did not civilise the peo- 
ple ; that we taught them nothing but religious doc^ 
trinp3> which they could not comprehend; that, after 
they came to resixle at our missionary stations, they 
were left to remain in their native love of indolenoe 
and filth ; and that, in short, their characters were 
d^tmorated by our labours. And, these calumnies had 
been repeated, and were pubUshed in the literary jour- 
nals of England, till they were beginning to gain a, 
certain degree of credit with many who were not un* 
friendly to the object of missionary societies. While 
such remarks were made by travellers merely, they had 
but little influence on my mind ; but when I heard 
th^m brought forward by the colonial government aad 
the local authorities of the country, as grave crimina- 
tiOTLS against our missionaries, and as reasons for the 
measures adopted against the missions, not th^n know-** 
in^ all the various reasons the local authorities of. the. 
country had to connive at the oppressions of the people, 
I flattered myself that, to gain their approbation, and 
the approbation pf the colonial government, it was 
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necessary only to elevate our missionary stations by 
removing all the existing grounds for charges of this 
nature. By the experiment wh,ich has been made^ the 
sincerity of the parlies making those objections^ and 
allqgipg the excuses which have been assigned for con- 
tinuing the oppression of the people, has been brought 
to the test ; and the sequel will show the reader how 
it Ims endured this trial. 

So far from meeting with encouragement in our at- 
tempts to improve the people, with very few exceptions, 
the attempts made to injure our institutions were mul- 
tiplied in proportion as our success became more and 
more apparent. While the low state of our missions 
was employed as a pretext for keeping them iti that 
vfery condition, it has been fully shown, that nothing 
was so much dreaded, so much opposed, and so offen- 
i^e, las the growing prosperity of the people at our 
itiissionary stations. 

* For further corroboration of this allegation, it is ne- 
cessary only to glance at the following cases. Attempts 
Were made, at diflFerent times, by the local magistl-ates 
of the district, to make Dr. Vanderkemp a tool to op- 
press the people under him, without effect * : but when 
the same attempts were made upon those who suc- 
ceeded him, they were more successful; and it is diffi- 
dult to say,' while that system continued, which were 
more to be pitied, the missionaries or the Hottentots. 
Two examples, on this pcnnt, will suffice ; and I should 
feel that I did injustice to the subject did I not give 
them in ihe wOrds of the local authorities themselves, 
and Willi the official stamp which I found upon them. 

^ I shall commence with a correspondence between 

' *Seep. 121. 
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ibe atitbdrities of AlbMy ^i^ the inis^ioUteiHes at Tb^d- 
polls. It is here prblted pt-ecisely in the shap^ ifl whidt 
It Wad tmnsmitied to me by Mr. Barker^ the missiooacy 
ifvho succeed^ Mr. tJlbrieht at TheotxJis. 

« Graham'i Towrii Nov, 13, I88O4 

''Sir, 

^* Captain Somerset has ordered me to request 
of you to forward to this place five other Hottentote^ to 
exchange with the five sent on a former occasion. 

'^ I rertiaifl, &c« 

CSignedJ «' M. J. ONKilUtDT/' * 

^ To Mr/UlhrichV* 

^' Sir. 

^* ^fhe deputy landdrost has ordered me to ad- 
dress a letter to you, in order to inquire into the reasons 
why you have not complied with my last letter, which 
had been ^Vrltten in his name. Hfe h^s likewise requested 
me to inform you^ that it is his demand that the solicited 
Hottentots ghouid be sent ; and, in case of non-com- 
pliance, that you Will appear in person to answer fw 
your conduct. I am, &c. 

(Signed) ^< M. 1 OnKRVYDT.'* 

^* fo Mr, VlhrichU fheopolis." 

^* In the late Mr. Ulbricht's memoranda, (says Mr. 
Barker,) of the 34th November, 1820> I flpd the fol- 
lowing eiitry, on the receipt of the second of these 
letters :^=— 

* To day I received a letter from Capt. Somerset, thai 

* Mr. Onkniydt was, at that time, district seeretary^ atid olie qf 
the beeiiiraden of Albany. A small part only of the oiicial corre- 
ipondencfe between Mr. tflbriiDht and the Albahy authorities is here 
given ; more will be found in |he AppeItdix. 



I ftiusi cotnc to Gwhdm'sTbwti/to inswef Ibr *iy c6fl* 
^uct, in not executing his Of def, Which I, nevertheless^, 
Imire eieciited, but the Hottentot* remained behind 
ivithout my knowledge^ and I must bfeW the blaifie.* 

**^Thls entry Mra^ made but one month and ten days 
before his death, and the manner In which it Was writ- 
ten proves his weak state of body at Ae time. Me 
wrote a very neat hand, but this edtry is ttiade in an 
almost linintelliglble handwriting. 

'• On the 28th December, 1820, (continues Mr. 
Barker,) I arrived at Theopolis, on a visit from Be- 
thekdof|), and foutld Mr. lllbricht in the last stdgg 
of a consumption. After taking some refreshment, I 
repaired to the bedside of my dying brother* on a 
table by the side of which lay the letter above alluded 
to. He said to me, ' Look at that letter ;' and aiS 
I took it into myhand^ he exclaimed, ^ Barter^ that 
letter has done me more harm than all my long imlhpo^ 
niiion: The letter itself waiS then wet with his tears, 
which had fallett Upon it> ahd it bore evident mark$ of 
having been more than otice so bedewed* 

** 1 cannot pass Over the following facts, as closely 
connected with these remarks : — ^As early as Febru* 
ary, 1820, Captain Somerset must haVe been fully 
aware of Mr. Ulbricht*s state of health ; for that offi-" 
cer, with his lady, and a party, Spent sottte days at the 
institution in the beginning of that month, and Mr. U^ 
was much With him during that Visit. He complains 
(in his memoranda) of his fatigue in attetidihg the 
party On a fishing excursion. 

'' On the 26th October, Mr. U. left home, and Went 
a second linie to Bathurst, to be near Dr. 0*Flinn. 

'' On the 9th November, Captain Somerset Wa^ irt 
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Baihurst^ and on that occasion his lady laid the foun- 
dation of the new drostdy house. 

^^ On tlie 13th November^ Mr. U, returned home in 
a hqpeless condition. 

^^ On the 24th November, he received the above 
letter, summoning him to Graham's Town, to answer 
for his conduct. 

^^ A certificate was written by Dr. O'Flinn, stating* 
the inability of Mr. U. to proceed, according to the 
order of Captain Somerset ; and he forwarded to him, 
also, a statement of his own of the reasons why he did 
not attend. In reply to the statement of Mr. Ulbricht, 
made by himself, and the certificate of Dr. O'Flinn, 
the following letter was received. It is to be regretted 
that no copy of Mr. Ulbricht's answer has been pre- 
served. 

* Graham's Toivriy 26th Nov. 1820. 
^SlR, 

' Your letter, addressed to Captain Somerset, 
the deputy landdrost, has been duly received, and he 
has handed it to me, to reply to it. 

f Your letter was accompanied by one, and not two, 
Hottei^tots, as you stated; in your letter. The land-, 
dro^t has requested me to communicate to you, that we 
need, for the present, seven Hottentots, m behalf of 
government service, to be employed at the aqueduct, 
and that, without their assistance, the work cannot go, 
forward, by which means government will puffer mar - 
terial injury. To conclude. Captain S. requests that 
you will immediately forward six more men ; and, in 
case they might manifest any reluctance, send tbeiti 
boiniid. Captain 8. further requested me to communi- 
cate-to' you, that it is his earnest request that yoA ^ 
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will, witbottt any hesitatidH, always comply witii hid 
orders, whenever he writer for some Hottentots, as 
tbey will lalways be employed in government service. 
^ I remain, your obedient Servant, 

(Signed) * M. J. OnkRUYDT, 

* To Mr. Uibridu: . * Secretary.' 

,^ '^ On the 4th January, 1821, Mr. Ulbricht died- 

^'On the 18th January, 1821, I arrived at Theo- 
polis. In the interim between the late Mr. Ulbricht'^ 
death and my coming to reside here, I found the an- 
nexed letter at the station, and the people in much 
confusion how to supply the demand. 

* Sundu^y nth Jan. 1821. 

^ The bearer has permission to go to Theopolis, 
to return with six men ; when those now here will be 
released. 

(Signed) ^ H. SOMERSET, 

* Deputy Landdrost.' 

^^ The requisitions on the station for men had been 
so great, that many had left it in consequence, and th^e 
were not efficient men enough to supply the demand. 
After much deliberation with the corporals, the names 
of those who had been longest free from supplying the 
government demands were forwarded to the deputy 
landdrost, stating where those men were to be found. 
In answer to which the following was received. 

* Friday, \^ih Jan. 1821. 

'Sir, ... 

Mn ack^pwkdging the receipt of your letteir> 
I h^ye to inform you, that none of th^ Hottentotsiyott 
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■MTiiioiied 9ro arrived* ; I slmtt> th^te&m, be wider Urn 
neceifiity of detaining those man mentiofted until tbtiir 
arriYal, I beg to $ay, that the Hott^^tots emf^yed 
here are well paid^ and ought to be released every 
moaUi ; but in consequence of the extr^ne irregular 
state of tiie institution at TheopoUs^ the men ordered 
to come here, to release their comrades^ constantly 
refuse. I request, Sir^ you will take some measures, 
to see that they attend to your orders. 

' I am, &c., 

(Signed) ^ H. SoMBaiET> 

« To Mr. Barker: * Deputy I,|n^giy 

*^ To this letter the following reply was returned : — 

* TheopoUs, soe^ Jari. 1821 . 
• Sib, 

'I have the honour to acknowledge the woeipt 
of yours, dated the 18th ; in answer to whi^ I beg 
leave to state, that on my arrival here I found the 
people endeavouring to supply your requisition, diffi- 
cult as it was ; and I have used persuasive measures 
to induce the people to comply with your demand, and 
I believe they will do it. David Jantjes says he has 
undertaken a work at B?ithurst ; to do whidi, JVIr. Bailey 
tells him, men will be commanded from the station. If 
he does not perform it, and he excuses himself this 
way. Some others state inability to perform the por» 
tion of work required of them j but there are no others 
who can be sent. 

^ As to the irregular state of the institution, it 

*' '* It is stated that none of the men mentioJEied are arrived* yet 
W^ of the men mentioned in that letter d#Uvfred Coptftin Spmer* 
•et'e letter wtQ my bands."-G, B," 



i^kef fm tihb an9t8 frcmi too gre^t it raqm^tlon- on 
the statbn for men. There are now eight men at 
Graliam's Town, six at Fort Wiltshire, and three 
at Batbnrst^. I find orders for men from yourself and 
from Colonel Willshire ; and am told that Captain 
Trappes also makes denmndg on the inititation, but 
have not yet fbuml any offimal letters from hinti on 
the subject. The Hottentots are thw no sooner re- 
turned from one place than they are demanded fa» 
another ; and I doubt whether the one person acquaints 
the other with the demands he makes on the station 
for men. 

^ The adoption of measures for the performance of 
the orders of the missionary, (or rather the demands of 
the magistrate upon him,) I conceive is the sole pre- 
rogative of him who bears the staff of civil power in 
the district. A missionary-is not invested with such 
power, either by the society which patronizes him orthQ 
government which makes the demands on him; at 
least I am in possession of no such instructions. 

* I trust when my affairs are settled, (I have now the 
charge, in a measure, of the two stations, Bethelsdorp 
and this,) and I am established at Theopolis, I shall 
be able, with your assistance, to set the affairs of the 
station on a more regular footing ; but your concur- 
rence in the present state of things will be necessary, 

^ I have^ Sec, 
(SignedJ ^ G. Barkxb/ 

* To Captain Somerset* 

* " At thi$ tmie there weremtn, also, with Messrs* Hope and Pe- 
tingal, government surveyors, and who are not ipentioned in thi? 
letter, making a total of twenty-five men, absent from the institu- 
tion and ih^ir AtmiRes, ahd commanded to the government employj 
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^* The difitriot of Albany being at that»t!rae dlvkted, 
the foUowkg letter was sent vvith the foregoing oi^. 

^ ThetJpoliSy 20th Jan. IS^i. 

* I take the liberty of entreating you to inform 
me to which division of the district the institution of 
Tlieopolis belongs, whether Graham's Town or Ba- 
thurst ; and who the missionary stationed here is to 
addre^Si as its civil head. Captain Trappes or yourself. 

^I have, &c., 

(Signed) ' G. BarKEJU* , 

* To Captain Somerset.' 

■vJL> 

^^ To the above two lettei*s the following answer wittf 
returned. . '* 

* Graham's Toum, t2nd few. lisU 

^ I am directed by the dqputy landdrost to «dl 
quaint you that your att^idance before him i» wanted 
by Wednesday morning, in order to give yon a vedbat^ 
answer to your letters addressed to him, *' 

^I am, &c., . ; i: 

(Signed) * M. J. ONKRUtniP. .J 

« To Mr. Barker^ TheopoUs.' . » $ectet;ary;!, 

" After riding the greater part of the night," says 
Mn Barker, ^^ to Graham's Town, the distangje tturJ^-J 
five miles, I attended at the landdrost's office, at nin^ 
o'clock on, the morning of Wednesday^, the 24tjb ; ^ag 
tpld^byMr, Onkruydt that.Cq)taia Sk^n^ers^t.^w^.noj; 
«t.|ipme ; ^at eleven o'clock attended f^gs^n 'p,jm%y^^ 
bpW^Q ; at twelve o'clock att^n^ed the third timi^ .m^ 
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was iold that Captam S. would not be at home to-day. 
On leaving the town^ said passing Captain Somerset's 
house^ I asked the orderly in attendance (a Hottentot 
soldier) if Captain S. was at home^ who replied, ^ Yes, 
he has not been out, except for a morning's ride with 
his lady/ *' George Barker.*' 



TTie case of William Bruintjes, a Hottentot of Be- 
tfaelsdorp, compelled by the landdrost Cuyler to become 
a soldier, and to enter into the Cape corps, will afford 
another appropriate illustration of the spirit of the co* 
lonial functionaries. It \i^is first brought under my 
notice by a letter from the Rev. J. Kitchingman, dated 
Feb. 11, 1822, of which the following is an extract :— ^ 

^^ Imust here inform you of the case of a young mail 
who has been in my service. His name is WiUiti^ 
Bmintjes ; he was formerly in the service of Captain 
Andrews. His last master was Walter Bentinck, Eoq., 
of tiie court of justice, wiUi whom he has lived foui* 
years, and who had given him an excellent character, 
and a pass to come to tiiis district, with a design to see 
his fetber, who is a member of this institution. On his 
arrival, he showed his pass to the landdrost, whom he 
requested to permit him to become a resident of this 
place, which was denied, but a pass was given Mni to 
remain any where else in the district. He came and 
#ished me to engage him, which I promised to do, 
and was only waiting an opportunity to ride to the 
field-comet for that purpose, when I received orders 
from the landdrost to inquire where he was, to which i 
replied {faatfae was in my service. The next day I wai* 

VouL X 
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ordered to fonrard htm, which accordingly was done. 
When he came to the landdrost's office^ he was asked 
where he had be^i ; to which he repUed^ that since his 
return from Graham s Town and Someni^^ he had 
been in the senrioe of Mr. Kttohing^an. Hie land^ 
droats observation was^ ^ I enlist you for a soldier*' 
Hie lad then asked permission to fetch his clothes ; 
to which the landdrost replied, ^No I — O'Donnell, 
give him his rations, and see that he does not go 
away%' 

^^ I Wrote to the landdrost, requesting hhn to aecejpft 
a stibstitate, but no answer has been reeeired^ Wnu 
BruinQes is a remarkably steady^ inchistriom, and watt-* 
behaved young man t and I fed very much giiived ai 
losing him ui such a manner^ especially as he hali much 
aversion to being a soldier. If you aire acquainted 
wilii Mr. Bentinck^ I \mh you would mention tins dr- 
eamstatee> as William desired me to infixtn Ins dd 
inaster of his case.*' 

A more fiill and expUdt aocount of tiiis case was 
soon B&er kid before me, in the following letter feoiki 
John Thomas, Bsq.» of the East India (Company's civil 
servie^ a gentleman whose high dMracter for tsdent, 
integrity, and b^ievolence is sufficteatly well known, 
both at the Cape and in India, to give his testimony 
and opiniom due weight cm a subject like the pre- 
sent* 

* ]Sr.. Thotnaa i^nt apw&rds of twa years at tb« C«pfl» during 
a great part of which he resided with his family at Bethelsdorp 
and Uitenhage, and consequently knew the condition of this insti- 
tution thorotighly. He \n tiow in England, atid has atithbil^ed me 
lo tidd His leetteony t6 Qkt other rMpeetabie ones iltfead^ ^vfeti in 
ipfg^^Qf%, pf tiw gfperal stai^^tta I Hare bro^iv^ l^nlwA 
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^^ The tsAe of Wm. Bruintjes hwing come imrne* 
ffertely tulder my observation^ I am twiabled to state to 
you ^rkh certainty several fects relating to it ; and in 
doing 8o» I hope that the statement will prove of «omd 
use^ woi only as demonstrating the nature ot the hard-* 
lihips^ the Hottentots are doomed to suffer^ \^^out thd 
means (tf redress^ but I trust that^ in his case^ you rnSL ' 
be able to devise some means of relieving him from hid 
IK'ef^it skuaitifH). 

^ TTie man » account of himself^ prior to ^fl© time 
when his case came under my notice and whidi I be« 
liefve to be substantially correct, is as foUowii : — That 
he YTBB some time in the service of Mr. Beatinck, of the 
0$t^j and that he only quitted thc^ gentieman^s em« 
ploy m order to prooeed into &e interior to sedhis n* 
MveJ^. He has mHi him, I know, a good dtaraoter 
from Mr. Bentinck, given to him at the time of quit- 
ting; After leaving the Cape, he went, I believe, to 
Gi^taff«^lfteinet and Somerset, and remained a few 
months at each pkee; then to Graham's Trnvh, 
Ifvhere he alto remained some short time* From this 
last fdace he came to Uitenhage, and there requested 
permissbn from the landdrost to jma himi^lf to the 
iniMitution at Bethelsdorp, where his relatives resided. 
This was denied to him, and he states that he was 
informed that he must find himself a master. After 
receiving this intimation, before he went to seek em- 
ploy he came for a shbrt time to visit his relatlveS^^ 
and remained a few days with them at Bethelsdorp. 

^^ The further fects that I shall now detail concerning 
him, aretbose winch came under my personal obs^rva^ 

X2 
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ttop. Alter hj5 had remained but a s^iort time wUh his 
jrelationsf^ our friend Mr. KitchiDgma% being at tb^ 
tim^ in want of a servant^ engaged WiUiain Bntiiijye^sr 
9^d|pund him a most useful and r^pectable serv^nt^ 
He had remained with him abput three weeks, yxhrn 
an order came from the landdrost^ directing Mr. K^ 
to send William to the drostdy* He ac^cordingly s/^i 
Itim;; and on his arrival there, after an inquiry, aa to 
"iyhere he had been residing, and after WilUam had in 
answer informed him that he had been iA.Mr^ KHr 
chingman's service at Bethelsdorp, he was told by the 
JanddroM; that he was enlisted as a soldier for the Cape 
regiment. Upon this he stated to the landdrost, (as 
be informed me, within half an hour of the occorrence,) 
timt he was nqt willing to become a soldier ; but n<^ 
tqgard was paid to this, and the under-sheiiff w^ 
din^oted to 'Serve out to him rations* This waS:: ntifl ^ ^ 
for he was not only thus arbitrarily and unwillingly en- 
listed at a moment's notice^ but lie was positiv ely fur- 
bidden to return to Bethelsdorp ; and although he then 
made the request, he was not even allowed to return 
for one hour^ to go a.nd take leave of his lelations, and. 
collect together his clothes, &c. ; and it was only by 
the favour of the sheriflF that lie was permitted to come 
to the house where I lodged in Uitenhagej to request 
mc to allow a servant of mine to go and seek his liorsej 
and also to place under my charge a saddle apd bridle 
belonging to Mr. KitchingmaUj which he had borrowed* 
He pressed me also, at the same time^ to use some exer- 
tions to 1 elieve him from the necessity of entering tha 
army; but, after making inquiry, I found that the 
mode of enlistment pursued in the Hottentot corps was 
different from that in other of tlie king's corj>s. I waj^ 
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fterefore, obliged to tell him that it was out of my 
power* to assist him at that time, but that I would 
make known the harsh treatment he had been sub- 
jected to, md would endeavour to interest others in his 
favour. To fulfil this promise is my motive for laying 
these facts before you ; and I hope that you will make 
known his case to his former master, which he much 
wished, and procure, if practicable, his 'discharge from 
the army, and leave for him to reside with his relation!^ 
at Bethelsdorp. 

^' I am^ &c. 
(Signed} ^* J. J. THOMAS." '^ ^ 

, Alter i^eoeiving these sdatemdnts, I sent them to Mf4 
B@ntinck> the former master c^ Bruintjes, and who ^ms 
thofi Qne of the members of ihe court of jastice, and 
^ViJ^torrg^^ral of the colony, with the following notei;^ 

« Ccpe Towm, 26th Jujyy ^8W< : 

^' '^ At the request of the Rev. J. Kitchingman, I 

have taken the liberty of transmitting to you the inclosed 
papers respecting a Hottentot of the name of Willkra 
Biuintjes, formerly in your service. The case of Bru- 
iiitjes appears to be a very hard one, 

*^ In the most arbitrary manner, he is refused by the 
landdrost permission to join the institution at Bethels- 
dorp- In answer to bis application to the landdrost on 
this subject, he meets with a peremptory refusal, aat^ 
is commanded to find a master* Denied access to the 
institutLonj he offers himself as a servant to Mr. Kit- 
chinginan, and^ before Mr. Kitchingman could com- 
mand leisure to go with him to the field-corneft 
Bruintjes is commanded by the landdrost to appear at 



810 0A8H OF wiuiioa BRumrnss. 

tJiteinhage, where he is violently seized by fte^bnd*. 
jdrost^ and enlisted into the Cape corps. It is unne^ 
cesaary for me to make any remarks on the power Mt 
fifciaed by the landdrost on this occasion, or cm ihe 
inanner in which the young* man was treated when he 
expressed a wbh to return to Bfethelsdorp, to return 
Mr. Kitchingman's saddle and fetch his clothe. The 
fiicts speak for themselves> and require no commentary. 
The gentleman who writes the inclosed letter^ ad* 
dressed to me, is John Thomas, Esq.^ of the Madras 
civil service* Mr. Thomas was residing at Uitenhage 
at 'the time this transaction took place, and every part 
of the account of this business, furnished by him^ cor- 
roborates the statement of Mr. Kitchingman. From 
what I know of your character, T am convinced that the 
bare representation given in the papers now commu- 
nicated to you, is sufficient to interest you in the case 
of Bruintjes, and to plead my apology with you for the 
present interference. 

^* I have the honour, &c. 

^^ John Phjup." 

. ^^ P, S. When Bruintjes was denied access to the 
institutbn, and commanded to seek a master, I cannot 
conceive on what prisciple Mr- Kitohingman was dis^. 
^piahfied for engaging him as a servant.'* 

* 

To this communication I received the following 
rqply.*— 

** Audit Office, SOth Juhf, 1822. 

♦^ I have to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 20th inst^.with two inclosures. I am 
9Q sjit»ated> ibsA Imust refmin from entering mto the 
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meiita of the oa9e» wMoh you have oommimicaied (o 
me ; but I would reoommend to Mn Kitchingman to 
present a immorial to his Exodlency the governor^ 
ytattpg hb grknranoes. 

^* I have the honour^ &c.^ 
CSigMdj ^^ Walter Bentinck.** 

I next addressed the following note to the colonial 
^cretary, with a copy of the preceding correspondr 
ence:— ' 
<^ Sib, '* Cap^ Tow% 14A Aug., 189«. 

^^ Before making any rqiresentation of the caM 
of William Bruintjes at the oolonial office, from the 
letters of Mr. Kitohingman and Mn Thomas on this 
subject, and the request of William Bruintjes lumself, 
I considered it my duty, in the first instance^ to lay the 
matter before Walter Bentinck^ Esq. Mr. Bentinck 
havii^^ aa piublio grounds^ declined any interference 
in this case^ I bc^ leave to request you will have the 
goodness to embrace the first opportunity to lay it be« 
fore his Excellency the governor, 

^^1 have the honour, Ac. 

"'John Philip." 

' To thii3 last communication no reply was ever rei- 
ceived ; and the effort thus made to gain the liber^ 
of poor William Bruin^es proved altogether unavailing. 



While these attacks were making upon the institu^ 
lion of B^hdsdorp, the people wer6 gresrtly oppresse4 
by compulsory serviceSji forced upon ft em by the autho* 
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fHy of the IsoiddrMty lot* wbidi tlttf reooived tiid^ii^ 
quate compensation in the shape of wafes;- ^9^ 
^Uowing is a statement of &e grievaoioes bf.ihis 
natuce which wa3 laid beibre the oolonial gotr^dmbni^ 
as communi^^ated io me from this iostitutioa in 1^1. > 
* 1. Twelve men were, last December^ ordered froM 
Bethelsdorp to Somerset Farm« At the thne ihis <te^ 
toand ws^ made^ tiiere were two men there of a for^- 
foer party. These men have been absent three months^ 
and their families are in a state of starvation. ' 

2. When the Hottentots are allowed to chooseitteir 
p)¥n masteiss^ th^ can earn/ at Port Elirabsth and 
pther [4ace9» one doUar and a half and tvro tiolIar& per 
^^, beaide their food. For work which ih^ ^am 
t;oi^str|9i)ied to perform by the local authorities of tipe 
(d^tricty they are allowed biu^y two skiUmga (five«> 
pqnce.sterluig) per day* Two or thr^<£ddyyyigB'|>er 
49ry W3S the sum: allowed the Hottentots by goireiln^ 
p^ent, vrhen the piice of labour in general was low, 
^mdi the necesls»aries of life -at les9 tiian on^^third 'df 
t^€iir present price. , . ' . 

:,3. A water-figeal has-latdy been s^ipdnted al 
JJiimh»g^. This man, who is a bo<^, has contracted 
with the local authorities of the place to Jkeep the wateM 
tunnels of the drostdy clear, for a specific stnii'of 
looney. To enable this watei^fiscal to liye upon 4is 
^pqtracts Hotlbentots are commanded from Qethelsdc^ 
tp: sfrw him at two or three skillings per^day. . This 
man^ ini addition to wh^t ha codapels the Bbtleiiteto 
to do for bia in the lin^ of Us trade, has latelji l^itt 
i^ walk 9t a substantisd and comii}4>di0us. h^Miefor 
biipsel^fatwbichtihe poor H^ttetMs were compelled 
^ W9i^ ^A the same low wage? that^tb^&y are^ com* 
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4)6Seilitd fierv« bm^or^ iw im oflldal dharader as it 
'Higrter-fiacal* 

.^.i4j(IiF <h&: eitd of February, iherc were fottf men 
inHni^^hekdorp^ vdio were eofupelledto iderve sus con- 
staides. One of these men^ ladK^uring- under a pnl- 
nonary complaint^ and unable longer to work, cdler 
Mvb^ s^Fved tile local muihorities of the district on 
terms on which he could make no provision against 
fotiire ;ca«iaUies^ is disehai^ed and abandoned; and 
must either staA*ve or becon^ a burden on the insti- 

; 5. At^tiie tin» ihii^ statement was drawn up^- th^re 
ws^e seven boys bdkx^ing to Bethelsdorp employed 
ioi the service of ihe post*office. This id a very heavy 
oppressbn upon Bethelsdorp; more than half the 
missionary's time is taken up with secular btisities^ 
briJoBfging to "til© local authorities of the district/ fot 
wdbiohtBOfiiideninifleation^is made^ while he fs coiitiim^ 
$dlyl pestered wi& messages^ whtcii he is obKgefd td 
find peopie to carry to the Afferent places • to whidi 
they are addressed. The poor Hottentots^ wlio kri 
tom|)6lled'to bee^ tiiose n^ssages, are often o6cupied 
i w^ole day with than/ and fbr which they havd 
Pfiith^ f(K)4 nor wagfes.' (dlowed; • ' 

: Bethelsdorp is ihe Only institutiomwbich suff^fiiMn 
&is cause; this kind of oppression is cbnfined to 
!l^e<)bel9dor))« Seidenfaden^ at Caledon insiiiution^ has 
six: hundred. doHare a-year, as post^niaster^ and -^ he 
has'ttot badf the iroubte that the missionary cet B6tlftf1^i« 
dbufi ^obliged to takfe, without remuiiera^on. '■ ' - 

^ 6;.l)a^ng»thekiteC)aflfei*war, abtfviEl Seventy men were 
mok*e jthaa six w^iilths fkto "flifeir hoAife^;w*tlKiut i^e-' 
eeivingr aae:ferthlfig' oi vages ; the greater pfert ctf tKfe^ 
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nam wara all thia time employed about Uitoahage ; aii4 
while they were doing doty as soldiers, watohiog by 
nighty a«d digging by dfty> their familieaweie starving 
at the iDstitutioa. Doring Hiia period they wete timed 
to coia^wc^ ddbta with the b^wen, whidi stiQ keeps 
them in misery and bcmdag^. 

8. About eigfajteen months ago, twenty<fbur o( the 
finest young men in the institution were foroed to^ntw 
into the Cape corps. 

V These facto are noi stakid for the purpose of obtabb. 
ing remuneration for the past^ but in hopes Ihat tiie 
suffimngs of the peo{de will obtain some mitigatbn. 
If the Hottentots must be aoldi€»» let the diffieanent in«- 
stitutions be called upon to iumish their respaetiva 
propctttions, that the burden may not wholly fall upon 
one or two institutions ; and if &thers are oallod from 
iMMne in the servioe of government^ reason aid htmat 
nity say^ that the poor families should have something 
allowed them* But whatever may be said in defenoe 
of this 8ystem> so &r asit re^rds the army> no rQaaon 
ean be as3igned why the poor Hottentc^ at tho^ in* 
stitotions should be liable to be cidled iqpKm by any 
looal authority in the country to serve Mmmlf or his 
friends at two or three skillings a day^ when they o«i 
Mrft almost as many ddlars, when allowed to hire 
themselves to masters with whom they can enter into 
mutual agreements* 

In Fdbruary last» one Hottentot in the possession 
of &ree waggpras, earned in ten days by them twohun^ 
dred and seventy rix-<deUars. . It is a hard ease HksA 
snob a man diould be taken from his family and eom>- 
pelled to woric for two skttlings a day^ while his wag«- 
gon and his oxw aie imemplpyed^ 
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One indlmdual at Betbel^ddrp> ^o has a waggon 
md oxen, was lately compelled to drive the waggon oC 
a boor to Graham Town. Had he had hi$ own waggoa 
vntii him }m woold have received hr this jonm^ 
seventy-six rix-dollars^ whilst idl he i^eeeived for this 
compulsory service was sev^i rix-dollars. 

The condition of the Ho^ntots among the farmers 
is agreeable in comparison of their situation in the 
Jiands of the local authorities. While a Hottenftc^ is 
parving a &rmer^ his wife and children are fed ; but 
while they are engaged in this compulsory Servk^, theif 
poor miserable families are thrown totirely destitute* 

9. CJolonel Cuyler applied soma time ago for somt 
additional Hottentots to labour on his farms. The 
missionary could not send him as many as he wanted* 
But none can join the institution without permission from 
^e landdfost Shortly after the ccdonel met with this 
dii^ppotntment^ some Hottentots apfdied for permission 
to go to reside at the instituticm. The application was 
reused. When the missionary^ Barker, requested to 
be infewned of the colonel's reascm for this arbittwy 
conduct, he was told that no more should be allowed 
to join the instHution till tiiey appeared to be bistt^ 
taught in-it. 

Immediately before the departure of Sir Rufiuie 
Donkin, the acting goveracMr, from Cape Town, on his 
last journey into the interior, his attention was called 
to the state ctf Bethelsdorp, and the substaiK»of the 
above complaints was put into his hands^ to assist 
him in his inquiries, A few days after his arrival at 
Uitenhage, be visited Bethelsdorp, in company wifli 
Lieutenant-Colonel Cuyler, when the missionaries were 
called upon to produce their evidence in support oi 
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the complaints contained in the list of grievances pre- 
sented to the acting governor. Sir Rufane Donldn 
(whose intentions, doubtless, were always good^ and 
to whom I still feel grateful for the kindness he always 
showed to the missionaries^ and the personal attentions 
which I always received from him) was not satisfied with, 
the proofs adduced by ^e missionaries in support of their 
complaints ; and his decision, on this occasion^ £d not 
give the satisfaction which could have been wished. 
This tmexpected and painful result obliged me to take 
a journey to Bethelsdorp. In the first instance^ I 
waited on Colonel Cuyler, to endeavour to heal the 
breach; but^ finding he refused to see me, I found it 
necessary to search for other proo&than tiiose viHbic^ 
had baen adduced in support oS the chat^es whidi had^ 
been represented as affording evidence of ccmpifxt^^ 
against that magistrate ; and I fouod all tfaait I wanted^ 
m th^ Mission Office of the institution, in tbe htod^ 
wilting of th(& landdrost himself. As the mass of writings 
4isoovered on this occasion, from which my proofs »e^ 
taken> was tpo great to be embodi«l in one doiUraerit/ 
I confined my selection chiefly to the years 1880 >s^^ 
1821* The article thi|s fornisbed, containing a katfr^ 
m^nt of great oppressions, as est^lished-by the ^u^ 
tograph of the accused hims^^ was teansmitted tolbe' 
colpnial-office ; but it procured far ns no relaiition of 
the system,. and it lay ^bere uodisfatfbed till^it^Svas 
called for by his Majesty's ComraiiBiDoers of inqni^^i 

• 6ee Ap1»endtx— " Statement of the Hardships to ^i^ ,thj^ 
Hottentots of* Bfethefedorp are exposed,'' &c. ^ ^ - »* 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Plan of removing the Institution of Bethelsdorp.— Cause of its 
abkhdonisent — ^Pbrchase of a place on the Chamtoos River. — 
1 Wood Case.— ^Game Case.*— Visit of the Commissioners of In- 
quiry at Bethelsdorp.- — ^Application to Government ibr additional 
Lands. — Its rejection, and attempt to curtail the boundaries o* 
the Institution. — Appea tol Earl Bathurst, and his deci?iou, — At- 
• tempt to make the Missionaries responsible for the taxes of the 
Hottentots. ^ . ' 

In the preceding pages pf this vrork, enough has befen 
aaul to show:the unfitness of the site 6f Bethelsdorp 
Iqra missionary idstitation, and to vindicate the cha- 
ila^ter of Dr- Vanderkemp against the ahuSel Witti 
whtfdii hii* memory has been loaded; in relation lb the 
i^tuatiim of the place. It is evident, from Vander- 
ke^p^s own statements^ that he had no eledtioti in tiiis 
c^^ ; thsit he saw the disadvantages of the sitlialforl *' 
an4 thftt he accepted it merely as a temporary accom- 
modaiian for himself and the people "vdth him^ till u 
mpre suitable place^ which had been promised to ^tti 
by. the colonial goveramenty should be pointed otif^;6 
bimt^ '.IJeialways<M)iitiimed to regret that the inistitu- 
ti<^a hf(d beenplaoed itt a situation whifch preseintod so 
few fetVoul-adble cbrGBOHttances to facifitEite'tiie improve-' 
ment of the people ; atid continued, to the latter period 
of his life, to urge upon the . colonial government th^' 
obligations it was under to furnish a more suitable 
place for the institution. 
On the arrival of the deputations of the London 
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Missionary Society, the dtsadvantagfes of the place in- 
duced them, with the advice of the government and 
local authorities of the district, to resolve <m disposing 
of the ground and buildings by sale, and jrarchadng 
another place whiclr was recommended to them. 

The place proposed, as eligible to form an instit«« 
iion, was in a remote part of the comitry, inclosed by 
a range of lofty mounteins ; but, having an abiticbmce 
erf water) it had this advantage over Bethelsdorp, 
that it would furnish the Hottentots with th^ means <k 
redsingcorti. On visiting Bethelscferp, in 1821, 1 in- 
tended to purchase the above place, and to see &e 
people removed to it. On my arrival at Uitenhage, I 
found the lx>lcmists expressing more satisfaction at ^i 
prc^>osed removal of the institution than I eonritkred 
consistent with the loss they would suiMaun^ in heing 
deprived <)f so many useful labourers in the district ] 
and the surprise e)Loited in my mind by this cireum* 
stance led to inquiries which obliged me to dhimge 
my plans. The joy expressed on ^s occasion ap^ 
pears to have arben from an impression, tiiki I wad 
to be allowed to sell the place ; to remove the institu^ 
tion } and to take with ns the sick^ md aged^ and in^ 
firm people ; but that ik^ great body of them were td 
be detained in the district^ and not to be permitted 
to accompany us. Whetfier such a plan was delibe* 
ratdy formed by the local auAoritfes <rf the district) 
or whether it was eommtmicated to the colmii^ go* 
vemment, I cannot say; but the opinion was sd 
gdneral^ and the patronage which the knddrost Would 
have gained by it was so great^ as to give it an aii* of 
pkusibility ; and the consequences Which would haVtt 
arisen from its execution were of sueh a chardcteiS thatt 
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it MTOoId have been madness^ under ihese cirootiei'^ 
fctaocte> to have hesitated a mcmient as to the only safe 
course teft me to pursue. 

The ]^an of removing the place being afoandouedy 
my anxiety now vvad> to procure if possible additioaal 
lands^ to supply the deficiencies of Bethelsdorp^ and 
provide for sui increasing population. The farm of 
Mn Korsten> on the Chamtoos riv^> was then for sale^ 
and between five and sik thousand rix*^lollars were ift^ 
Btantly subscribed by the people, to assist in paying 
the purchaBe*money. The first instdment was to be 
paid in March, 1822 ; and Mr. Korsten^ who had 9^* 
ways been friendly to the institution^ in order to assisl 
them in a time of general mid great scarcity in the 
tioiony, and to enable them to meet the first payment 
of the farm) in Maroh^ gave them an order for a lai^ 
quantity of cask-staves, which he requiifed for his 
wbaJa and seal fishery at Algoa^bay, amountit^ in 
value to seven thousand five hundred rix»<loUars» On 
the 1st of February^ as the people were preparing to 
f«4fil their conti^et to Mr* Korsten, an oider was sent 
to BetheUdotp from the landdrost^ prohibiting them 
from cutting timber, excepting in one plaoe^ where 
there was none of the wood they had agreed to ddiver 
to Mr. Korsten to be found. 

On receiving this communication^ I wrote to Mn 
Korsten^ proposing to him a few questions^ to which he 
was sogood as to furnish the Mowing reply, by return 
of post, dated Feb. 8, 1822:— 

'^ I contracted^ a few weeks previous to iny de^ 
parture from Algoa-bay, with some of the members 
of the institution of Bethelsdorp, (whose industi^ 
md kmesty I hja4i during mgH or nine years ia 
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which I had employed ihem; alwaiyB expetiaiGied,) 
for the defivery of good a^ staves, for my whale and 
seal fisheries, at the rate of twelve stivers per state^ 
amounting together to a sum of seven thonsand five 
hundred rix-doUars, to be paid partly by flour and rice; 
and partly in money. 'Hiis was done, not so much in 
hopes of deriving any benefit from the bargain, i^nce I 
might have provided myself from other quarters fiilly 
as dbeap, as to assist them in getting some snpport ftn* 
thw families ; for they were complaining that ttiey wwe 
almost starving, on accoimt of the failure of tibeir iM^ 
vest ; and also to enable them to pay the purchase-* 
mon^ of the £»in of the Ghamtoos river^ which you 
bought firom me on their account To the qde^on^ 
wh^e.this timber is to be had, I beg to say; that 
none of those trees are to be found in Lemdman's^busfa/ 
(the name df the place where ttey are stifi penbitteli 
to cut wood;) but that the staves which I contracted fat 
with them nmst be cat in the immense forest of Zitze* 
Kamiiia, cbstant upwards of an - huiklred miles from 
Algoa*«bay; and out of which forest I have been pro- 
vided, for many years^ to the amount of many ^bu- 
sand' staves^ by the same Hottentots and famifers, 
without ever having he^ that, on the part of govern- 
ment or the landdrost, any obstacle has been thrown in 
the way to prevent it/* 

After a correspondemce (rf eight months with the 
colonial government, ihe landdrost was ordered to al-' 
low the Hottentots, as formerly, to cut wood in the 
prohibited forests; but] by tibe time this vict6ry had 
been gained, ihe people had^suflfered all (he evils arising 
fr(Mn this arbitmry interference ; they hadlost theii' 
contraat» aod were UMWe to pay the first instafaiehf 
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for the ifiutH ; iwacny. of them had afeo been ' thrown 
^14, of, emplojfment in a sqason of great, scarcity^ aad 
ol^ig^ to s^Ser many privations: hot though they 
had suffered so much> no remuneration was ordered 
them by this decision^ and many of them had by thid 
time turned their attention to other means of subsistence. 
Ijt may a^O be a(}ded> that so little regard was paid 
to the directicHis of the colonial governmeant, oa this^ 
subject, by the landdrost^ that they remained for many 
. mon^ af^rwards tittle bett^ than a dead letter to 
thp^ wha wished to avail themselves of the indulgence^ 

The next illustration I shall adduce is the Game Case 
of the Kooga^ which will afford an appropriate specie 
H^a both of the mode in which malicious accusatioris 
ag^nst the IJiottentots of our institutioi» are too fre^ 
queMly investigated by the provincial magtstmcy^ and 
s4si» 0f the spirH in which such inquiries are too often ' 
reported upon in official communicaiaons to .government. 

During the progress of the recent improv^mafiis at. 
B!etbelsdorp» a qimntity of thatch was wanted for ther 
roofs of scivt^al new buildings ; awl materials fit for 
the purpose not 'being to be had in the immediate vi- 
cinity^ Mr, Kitchingman sent a party of six Hottentots 
to the Kooga River, about thirty milea distent, for the 
purpose of cutting rushes on the lands of a former 
named Viprmaak> from whom he had previousiy ob- 
tained permission. The spot to, which Hm pai:ty wsim 
sent is surroupded on all sides by imm/ense fOr^ts erf 
bi^shwood and jwglej frequented by elei^ants> btiffa^ 
loes^ %er3, hya^nas^ and other wild aniijoals ; au^ tte 
men having. to lie in the open fieWs, at a dwtance frmaa 
an^r inh^MM p¥^ M^«^ requi^ile ix. them isk»i9k» 

Vol. i. y 
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fire-arms for tbeir p^i9onal defence; but il^ ihey 
might not waste their time in shooting game^ (the Hot- 
tentots^ like the other inhabitants^ being generally fond 
of huntings) they were not supplied with any ammu- 
nition by the missionaries^ excepting four shots of gun- 
powder presented to them by Mr. Read on their de- 
parture. This was in the month of May^ 1^2« 

After this party had been absent some weeks on this 
business^ one of them returned to inform the mossion- 
aries that they had been deprived of their guns by a 
party of boors sent to disarm them by order of Colonel 
Cuyler. Upon this Mr. Kitchingman wrote to Colonel 
Cuyler, respectfully requesting to be informed of the 
cause why the guns of the Hottentots had been seized. 
In reply, the landdrost stated that several outrag^^us 
acts of killing cattle had recently occurred in the Vi- 
cinity of the Kooga» and that a report having also 
reached him of a horse having been wounded in that 
neighbourhood, he had sent a field-comet to seize the 
guns of any Hottentots he might find there. He 
added^ that when he had leisure^ he would make fiutber 
inquiry into the case, and in the meanwhile requeisted 
Mr. K. to inform him of the quantity of ammunition 
with which he had suppUed the party, and how much 
they still had in their possession. 

Mr. Kitchingman stated in his answer that he had 
not furnished the Hottentots with any ammunition, (not 
being then aware of the four shots they had received 
from Mr. Read^) and that he bdieved tiie quantity in 
their possession^ when they left Bethelsdorp, must have 
been very trifling. He ejqpressed, at the same time, 
his regret that they had been deprived of their fire- 
wms, as it did not appear that there had been anythiag 
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in their conduct to warrant such a mode of procedure ; 
adding*^ that from the quantity of thatoh whidi had 
been cut, it wan pretty evident that the people had 
been working and not sp^iding their time in idleness, 
^kM had been reported to the landdrost The magis*- 
trate^s brief reply to this remonstrance waii an intima- 
tion, through the distrirt secretary, that he would in* 
vestigate the affair on a certain day, with a summons 
for Mr. Kitchingman to attend with the whole of the 
party at his office fw that purpose. 

Upon the appearance of t^ party before the land*- 
drost at Uitenhage, Mr. Kitchingman corrected his 
former statement respecting the ammunition of the 
H<4tentots, by menticming that he had smoe ascer* 
tatned that they had been supplied with four shots by 
Mr. Read. The Hottentots were then examined and 
eross-^Kamined by Colonel Cuyler ; and upon this in- 
vestigation a report was (huwn np by him and for- 
warded to the government srt Gape Town. 

Proceedings of this kind were so common at Bethels* 
dorp, tlmt I had received no intelligence of this par<> 
tieular case, when I was summoned to the colonial office 
to hear the result of tiie investigation. Having had 
the subject explained to me, the colonial seo'dary re^ 
marked, that it was evident from this and other cases 
of daily occurrence, that the magistrates of the districts 
of the colony had much to bear from our mbstonaries, 
ami had muc^ trouble with the people of our iostitu* 
tions. Holing up Ciolonel Cuyler's communication in 
his hand^ he said, ^^ It is not our intention to institute 
severe proceedings against the missicHtaries in this case ; 
but your candour must allow, from tlie facts contained 
m the statement, that we have provocatiQn ; and that 

Y2 
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we have grounds enough to justify us, were we to raake 
an example of some of the parties concerned. While, 
however, his Excellency is willing to pass over the pre- 
sent offence, he hopes and expects that you will caution 
the missionaries against taking part with the Hotten* 
tots against the local authorities, as they have evidently 
done in this case.'* At the same time I was reminded, 
that it appeared evident from the inquiiy that the mis- 
sionaries on the trial had been convicted of falsehood 
with respect to the gunpowder given to Klaas Klaas,^ 
(the leader of the party of thatch-cutters,) by the evi- 
dence of Klaas himself. For Mr. Kitchingman had 
affirmed that they had not received more than four 
shots from the misi^onaries, wh^eas it appeared in 
evidence, tiiat Klaas had received a pouiid of powder 
from Mr^ Read. 

This case appeared to the colonial government so 
very strong, that, contrary to their former practice, a 
copy of it was granted to me at my request. This was 
immediately transmitted to Bethelsdorp ; and the se- 
quel will show what ground the government had for 
the confidence they had placed in the impartiality ai¥l 
veracity of the functionary who had ventured, on the 
strengUi of it, to institute a complaint against the mis* 
sionaries. 

This curious document is entitled an ^* Inquiry 
made by Lieutenant-Colonel Cuyler," &c*, &c. The 
landdrost not apprehending that the missionaries would 
have his *^ Inquiry" put into their hands, had drawn 
it up, it is presumed, in the usual siyle in whioh 
he was accustomed to write communications of this 
kind ; and the result showed how necessaiy it is, for 
the ends of substantial justice, and for the interests of 
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a community, that parties on both sides of a question 
should obtain a candid hearing. It appeared on scru- 
tinizing' the *^ Inquiry/' that the landdrost had taken 
down but a small part of the evidence given on that 
occasion ; that he had selected those parts of it only 
which served the purpose he had in view-^the crimi- 
nation of the missionaries and the Hottentots ; — ^that 
some of his questions were indirectly intended to en-^ 
snare the parties before him, by attempting to draw 
from them such answers as he could twist to his pur- 
pose ; and that, by confounding times and places, and 
by mixing up occurrences which had taken place at dif- 
ferent periods, and making it appear as if they related 
to one event, — he had succeeded in this instance in 
lodging upon the minds of the heads of the colonial 
government, a firm conviction that the Hottentots 
merited punishment, and that the missionaries had 
been guilty of a shameful dereliction of principle in 
attempting to screen them. Having fully ascertained 
that this was the true state of the case, I addressed 
the following letter to the colonial secretary, on the 
8th of August, 1822 :— 

*^ When Colonel Cuyler's inquiry respecting the kill- - 
ing of game was read to me in the Colonial Office, I 
dechned giving any opinion on the subject till I should 
hear Mr. Kitchingman's account of the business. 
Having obtained the information requested, I beg 
leave to submit the inclosed correspiondence*, with the 
remarks which follow, to the consideration of his Excelr 
lency the governor. 

* The correspondence between Colonel Cuyler and Mr. Kitch- 
ingmaj), tilwady referred to» 
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^' In making a few remarks on this business, I shall 
begin with Colonel Cuyler's communication to the (Co- 
lonial Office, dated 10th June. This paper is entitled 
an ' Inquiry made by lieutenant-Colonel Cuyler in a 
case of several guns having been taken from Hottentots 
belonging to the institution at Bethelsdorp^ in the fields 
cometciy of Kooga.' In Colonel Cuyler's letter of 5th 
June, it appears, that the guns of the Hottentots were 
seized on suspicion of their having killed some cattle, 
and wounded a horse ; and in a letter, dated 8th June, 
from the secretary of the district of Uitenhage, ad- 
dressed to Mr. Kitchingman, that missionary, with the 
accused Hottentots^ is requested to attend on the 10th of 
June at Uitenhage, to be examined on these charges. 
On Mr. Kitchitigman's appearance at Uitenhage on the 
10th, not a single question is asked him respecting 
the charges against the Hottentots on which he was 
summoned ; not a syllable is said in the landdrosfs 
Inquiry about the slaughtered cattle and the wounded 
horse> the ostensible reasons for which the Hottentots 
were deprived of their guns, and for which they were 
now called to Uitenhage. The original charge, attd 
that on which they were called to appear before the 
landdrost, is entirely abandoned ; the question of kill- 
ing cattle and wounding a horse is altogether laid asitte, 
and a new question of destroying game substituted. 

**^ Finding the original charge wholly untenable, and 
without the smallest foundation, the landdrost wanted 
a defence for his own conduct, in the manna* in which 
he had treated the Hottentots in this instance ; And the 
inquiry in which the business ended seems to have 
been an expedient to which he had recourse for tfiis 
purpose. 
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^^ Tbete m somethings in the very commencement of 
this inquiry which his Excellency will not fail to re* 
mark^ and which requires no comment. In Mr. Kitch- 
ingman'8 letter^ dated 6th June, he says, — * the Hot- 
tentots received no ammunition from me ; and, from all 
I can learn, the quantity in their possession when they 
left this place must have been very trifling indeed.* 
But, being interrogated on the 10th, before the land- 
drost, whether he knew where the Hottentots had 
been provided with gunpowder, he is said to have 
stated, on information obtained since his letter dated 
the dth, that he had been told the corporal Klaas 
Klaas got four shots of powder from Mr. Read, at 
Bethelsdorp. 

^^ The examination of Mr. Kitchingman is fdilowed 
by the examination of the corporal Klaas Klaas. The 
landdro^ having asked this man where and what quan*- 
tity of powder he got, Klaas states that he got a pound 
of powder from Mr» Read, when he was sent with some 
oxen to lie on the road towards GraafF-Reinet, to meet 
the waggons of Mr. Read going to the Briquas. The 
design of this statement is too obvious to require 
Bny remark. I cannot conceive any object the land- 
drost could have in bringing Mr. Kitchingman 's state- 
ment, and the corporal Klaas's statement, forward 
in this way, if he did not mean to connect the two cir- 
cumstances together. Mr. Kitchingman states, in his 
letter of the 7th June, that the Hottentots who were 
employed on this occasion to cut thatch on Mr. Ver- 
maak's ground received no ammunition ; and, at Uiten- 
hage, on the 10th, he admits he had been told that the 
corporal Klaas Klaas got four shots of powder from 
Mr, Read, at Bethelsdorp. Immediately after Mn 
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KitohiB^nan has emitted his declaratson^ t3iat he Tvas 
told that the corporal Klaas Klaas had reoeiyed four 
shots of powder from Mr. Read> at Betfaeisdorp^ OoL 
Ck&yler instantly turns to the corporal Klaas Klaas, and 
asks him^ ^ere and what quantity of powder he got 
In reply to this question Klaas states^ that he got a 
pound of powder from Mr« Read. 
. ^^ On hearing the landdrost s mquiry read in the 
Colonial Office^ and afterwards reading it over ait my 
own desk^ I was very much shocked at an apparent 
att^npt^ on the part of Mr. Read^ to lessen the quan* 
tity of powder he had ^ven to Klaas^ wad at the oppo- 
sition of te$timony which appeared to be between them ; 
for it is impossible for any one to read the declaration 
of Mr» Kitohing^an^ in which he states tbe quantity to 
be four shots^ and to read the where and the «i?^iaf 
the landdrost^ which immediately follow®, with Klaaa'^ 
answer, and not feel persuaded that it was. the intentioa 
pf the Iwddrost it should be believed that the twfo 
circumstances of the four ishote and the pound of powder 
were connected ; and not to feel, at the same tanel, that 
Kitohingman and Read must sufifer in their r^^Miiatiioa 
by the evidence of Klaas Klaas, who appears to havie 
swelled the four shots of Mr. Kitchingman into a 
pQuttd<. Notwithstanding what is added about the 
pxen and the Briquas, which was evidently never in- 
taided to be noticed, I never for a moment ikeamed 
but that the four shots and the pound of powder re- 
ferred to the same thing, till I received Mr. Kitching- 
man's letter, dated 28d July> when I was certainly not 
a little surprised to find that this pound of powder, so 
artfully connected with the four e^ots. was given to 
^as Klaas above six years ngo I The4anddrost ap- 
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pears^io have felt that ibis subject would not bear 
hsndliuj^, and our a^ntioa is suddenly called from the 
powder! to the hair of a grysbock, whidi we are left 
toinfer, from the way in which it is brou^t in, was 
shot with part of this poimd of powder. Enou^ has 
be^i said on the subject of this extraordinary inquiry. 
From this sample, his EbtceUency will see what Credit 
isrto be attached to Cdonel Cuyler*s complaints against 
the Hottentots, and to the reasons he has employed to 
j«Hstify bis conduct towards them. 

^^ The shooting of buffiiloes does not appear to be 
prohibited in the proclamation oi tiie 28d March ; and 
the Hottentots declare tiiat the game, which occupied 
tiie attention of the ]anddrost in this inquiry, was killed 
befe^re the publication of the proclama^n. The only part 
of the above f^roclamation in which the landdrost can be 
justified in talcing the guns from the Hottentots on this 
ooGJiasion, w article 10th ; and it does not appear; when 
thdr gUns were seized, that they had either powder or 
lead of any description about them. 

*Mtis also obvious to remark, in the communication 
£)rWarded to government by Colonel Cuyler, purporting 
to be a band fide statement of evidence d^ared before 
him, in his ^tpacity of magistrate, tktt but one ques- 
tion is mentioned as having been put to Mr. KitcWng^ 
man, and answered by him. It will, perhaps, occasion 
not a little surprise, when his Excdlency is made ac- 
quainted with tile f^ct, that other questions were put 
to Mr. Kitdhfcgmao, which we do not find in tiie 
proceedings forwtirded to govfernment In proof of 
tiiis asserti6n, it is only necessary to refer to thJe fol- 
lowing qaotation from Mr, Kitchingman's letter, dated 
82d July : -^ ^ I am surprised to perceive,' he says. 
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(raferring to the Inquiry^ a copy of which was forwarded 
to him^) ^ that nothing is mentioned respecting the ques* 
tions proposed to me when called to appear in courts 
except about the gunpowder. I cannot help inquiring 
^viiiether, under these circumstances^ I am not justified 
in considering the account of this inquiry sent to HyQ 
Colomal Office as a garbled statement V 

'^ Here I need scarcely remark^ to those acquainted 
with the laws of evidence^ that if a magistrate have tine 
means of furnishing garbled statements c^ the inquiries 
held before him> he has the power of representing the 
character and conduct of the persons examined by him in 
any lig^t that suits hb purposes. If CSolcmel Cuyler's 
conduct appears to you, on this occasion^ in the same 
light in which it appears to me» you will noi only see 
his conduct^ as it respects the powder, as incohsistent 
with the dignity and purity of a magistrate^ but also 
as an attempt to impose upon the colonial govem<- 
ment. 

^^ So long as I occupy the station I fiU^ I hope I shall 
ever inculcate upon the Hottentots dbedience to idl 
lawful authority, and to every colonial regulation ; but 
I ehould be unfaithful to the trust committed to me> 
aikl to the duties I owe to God, were I to do less than 
I now do in the case of Colonel Cuylen While his 
Excellency feels it his duty to support every magistrate 
in the exercise of his duty, I rad convinced that he will 
feel, also, that he has a duty of no less importance to 
discharge, when magistrates become the oppressors ^ 
a people whom it is their duty to protect/' 

In pursuance of our present design, we shall here 
intixnluce another specimen of hostility aimed against 
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the very existence of our principal mksionary ertdtdish* 
ment in South Africa. 

In 1823 the missionaries and the Hottentots at 
Betbdsdorp were highly gratified by the visit of his 
Majesty's Commissioners of Inquiry to that station* This 
eirent had been long* looked forward to as one Kfcely to 
produce a new era in the history of the Hottentots, and 
it is to be hoped that our expectations will not be dis** 
appointed by the ultimate results. The open and ge* 
nerous mannw in which they declared the satis&ction 
tiieir inquiries into the state of the Hottentots, at this 
missionary station, had afforded them, will be bug re* 
membered by the missionaries^ the people themselves^ 
and the strang<^is present on this interesting ocoi^ion^ 
and did as much credit to the Ck)mmissioners them* 
selves as it did to the labours of the missionaries. 
During the previous intercourse I had had with his 
Majesty's commissioners, while on their journey into 
the interior, among other things suggested for the 
improvement of the country, was the formation of se- 
veral new missionary stations in difierent parts. In 
proposing a number of institutions scattered over the 
country, in preference to a few very large ones si- 
tuated at remote distances from each other, I had 
the comfort of the colonists at present at a great 
distance from the missionary stations in view*, and 
for that reason I thought I had a right to calcu- 

• As an undbnbted example of the prevalence of similar senti- 
ments throughout the colony, I may notice, that wlMn the estate of 
the late Lieut*-Co1onel Fraser was advertised for sale, in the Cape 
Gazette, by his principal executor. Colonel Cuyler, its vicinity to the 
missionary station of Theopolis was stated as one of the peculiar 
advantages of the place. 
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late upon the concuirence of the colomal government 
to aid lis in carrying such a measure into eflfect. 
Prom the Attempts which had been made to prejodiee 
the minds of the commissioners ag%unst our misBi6ns> 
before their departure from Cape Town, and from the 
nature of their commission itself, I had no room ta 
expect that they would speak decidedly upon the im-» 
portant points submitted to their consideration^ till they 
should have finished their inquiries at our missionacry 
stations; and the following letter^ addressed to Mr» 
Kitcbingman, after their visit to Bethekdorp^ shows 
that they had not then lost the favouraWe impressii)ns^ 
made upon their minds on that occasion, nor forgottea 
the sugg^tions to which they bad previoudy listened 
respecting the future conveniency of the farmers, aad 
the inftprovement of the Hottentots^ 

*^ Dear Sm, 

^* As we are very d^irous of knowing whelher 
aBy (augmentation of land can be made with advantage> 
to. the portig© now occupied by the institution of Be* 
thelgdorp^ more especially as we anticip^e a consider- 
able (augmentation of their numbers when the present 
restrictions on their admission are removed, we shall 
be very glad to receive from you any inlcmnatioa *»• 
specting contiguous and vacant allotments, that you or 
the Hottentots may think desii-able* I am induced to 
jnaketbis suggestion more from a: wish, to complete tl^ 
accommodation of the pres^at members^ and to improve > 
th^r condition by the accession of good or convfenient: 
pieces jo£ land, than to advise the aoc^miulation of great 
numbers of Hottentots on the same,^ot> agtreeing> m 
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I do, mth Dn Philip, that, generally, it will be found 
to be more adva^itageous to multiply the number of 
institutions in thecountry, than to multiply the number 
of Hottento<» in eadi place* 

^^ I beg to oflfer, &c. &c. 

rSignedJ ^^J. T. BiGGE." 

" The Rev. James Kitchingman,'* 

In consequence of this communication I visitdi, in com« 
pany with the missionaries residing at Bethelsdorp, two 
pieceis of unoccupied land, which were pointed out to 
us by our Hottentot guides, and having satisfied myself 
that they were at the disposal of government, and that 
the situations were favourable for all ihe purposes con- 
templated in the plan which had been approved by his 
Majesty's commissioners, a memorial upon the subject, 
signed by Mr. Kitchingman^ the head missionary at 
Bethelsdorp, was addressed to his Excellency the 
governor. In addition to the two places intended for 
small institutions, the prayer of the memorial embraced 
some grounds not included in the diagram of Bethels- 
dorp, lying between the lands of the institution and 
some of the neighbouring farms, and which had been 
always considered as belonging to the institution, 
though not within the original diagram. Hie reason 
given for requesting a right to the small portions of 
land in question, was the injury which the institution 
would sustain should they, on any future occasion, be 
separated from it. The first notice taken of this me- 
morial by his Exoellency the governor was in a letter 
from Lieut. -Colonel Cuyler, dated 26th April, 1824, 
requesting particular information respecting the two 
jseparate places, and the lands connected with Bethels- 
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dorp, craved iii the memoriaL NoUiingf forther was 
heard of the application till the 21st May, when Mr. 
Kitchingtnan received a letter from the cc^ontal office^ 
intimating that the two unoccupied places requested in 
the memorial could not be granted ; and on the 9th of 
June Mr, Kitchingman received another letter^ inform- 
ing him that Bethelsdorp was to be deprived of all tiie 
lands connected with the missionary institution not in- 
duded in the diagram^ and that they were to be given 
to the neighbouring farmers. 

Saying nothing of the character of his lordship's de^ 
dsion in this case^ in relation to the interesting popn* 
lation at Bethelsdorp^ and the contempt it ishowed^f 
public opmion, or the want of courtesy (to say the least 
of it) wfak^h it mamfested to his Majesty's Gomimssiotiers 
of Inquiry^ it carried in it such an air of defiaiK^ to 
the British government^ by the manner in wbidi the re* 
commendations of his Majesty's commissioners were^ 
in this instance, treated, that I flattered myself, when 
his lordship came to reflect coolly upon the matter^ he 
would be sorry for what he had done; and for tiiat 
reason I resolved^ before I lock any other step^ to try 
what effect time and expostulation would have upon 
his mkid. Had I wished to take advantage of bis lord* 
ship^ I would have instantly appealed to Eaii Bathurst^ 
because the letter of his Majesty's Commissbn^i^ of the 
1st of January was in my possession. I knew in what 
light tiie subject would be viewed in the colonial offioe 
in Downing-street ; but as I had no unfri^idly feelings 
towards his lordship, I wished to give him an oj^wc- 
tunity of retracing his steps, should he fed so indiiml ; 
and, under the influence of that principle, instantiy on 
reodving the communication in question; I waited on 
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the gentleman who was then one of his Excellency's 
chief advisers, and I foand him preparing* to accom- 
pany his Excellency next day on a shooting excnirsion. 
I had hoped that a reconsideration of the subject, 
during his Excellency's retirement in the country, par- 
ticularly as his temporary resid^ace was to be in the 
neighbourhood of the Moravian missionary station of 
Groene Kloof, where he might every day have the poor 
Hcd^tentots belonging to that institution under his eye$ 
together with the influence of his adviser, who pro- 
fessed to me to see the subject in the same light that 
I did, and who, it appeared, had not been consulted in 
the measure now deprecated, would operate a change 
upon his lordship's mind in favour of the Hottentots 
at Bethelsdorp ; but that nothing might be omitted on 
my part to gain an object so desirable, I wrote a letter 
to his lordship on the subject, which wiU be found in 
the Appendix. 

After waiting fifteen days without having received 
any answer to the above letter, I drew up a memorial 
to Earl Bathurst, whidi was submitted to his lordship, 
accompanied with all the docum^its required to esta- 
blish the superior claims of the institution to the lands 
prayed for in the memorial, and to furnish his lordship 
with tte means of cleariy comprdiending the case. 

After the matter had proceeded so far, fee results 
could not for a moment remain doubtful. In the com- 
munications of his Majesty's principal secretary of state 
to the colonial government, it does not appear that 
any notice was taken of the application made for the 
two places on which we proposed beginning two new 
institutions with a view chiefly to relieve Bethelsdorp, 
wid to benefit the farmers in the immediate neighbour* 
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hood of the new stations ; but the orders were ppj^wpp- ♦ 
tory, that the lands attempted to be alienfited from ti^ 
institution should be granted to it in perpetuity^ af^cjl , 
included within its diagram. . , . i r? .+: ?: 

Among other attempts lately made, which di$aoyer . 
the feelings of the. colonial government then jeiystin^^ ! 
against our missions^ we cannot omit noticing oneo£a.. 
singular character made in 1825, to compel the.pj^- * 
sionary at Bethelsdorp to collect the opgaaf tax, paid by * 
the people belonging to this institution. Mn Kitchipg-^ 
man was at this time called upon to make out/* nftma- . 
lists*' of all the Hottentots liable. tg pay thi§ ^; tp i 
issue notices requiring such as were residing, a^QQgi^ 
the funiiers to attend and pay the sam§; ,^collpd; ti^e 
tax himself ; to appear before the l^nAdr9^t ojf .tJitjeflj-^ 
hage in person^with all the people;, to h^ing yvij^ ^J^j^^ 
those documejits the lan^drbst deerped hep^^^;i^^^^ 
in addition to all this, he was called ppofi to pay> o\rt o|/ 
hi^ own pockety the tax for absentees apd .(Jef^t^ra, ,. ^ 
, I Mr. Kitchingmai], in his cprresppn^en^j^ ,\Yith^t|i^ ^ 
colonial government, in objecting to the.plan;^t^^^p|.4^,^ 
to be forced upon hira in ^this in^nce^ stated, that ii^^r 
addition to the other burdens of ^ secujar^ nature whiph „ 
had been already imposed upon, him,, h^ could, i;^ot afr / 
ford the time that this new Office wojild require : that it ♦ 
was a service which the field- cornets p.pd qthei; , Ippai j 
authorities of the district had never been 9aUtjd upon ;j 
to perform, they never having been called upon tp,;<?o|r .^ 
lect the taxes of the colonists; that when th^ l^cs.i 
weye absent op th^ jdays appointed, jfor thjenv^^opay 
their opgaaf, the ipferipr magp^fates of jti^e, (Jifjtrict jflt.), 
which the absentefBs reside4 were mt f^ad^ jc^jfppi^^, . 
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for their appearance, nor compelled to make up the 
deficiency in the taxes occasioned by their absence ; 
that he had no magisterial authority to compel the 
attendance of the people, or to oblige them to repay 
to him what he might pay out for them ; that a great 
proportion of the Hottentots belonging to Bethelsdorp 
were in <he service of the boors, widely scattered over 
a thinly-peopled country; that circumstances might 
frequently occur to induce their masters to prevent 
their attendance on the day appointed on which the 
taxes were to be paid ; and that if nothing else inter- 
fered to prevent their attendance, they might be kept 
back on account of the master not being able to pay 
their wages. 

In reply, Mr. Kitchingman received an official com- 
munication, dated 26th February, 1825, taking no 
ndtice of his objections, and briefly requiring him to 
attend at the Court-house at Uitenhage, on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday, the 5th, 6th, and 7th of 
April, from nine o'clock in the morning, that the local 
magistrate might receive from himself, in person, the 
opgaaf of the people composing the establishment at 
l^thekdorp. Hiat Mr. Kitchingman might be under 
no mistake as to the extent of the services required of 
him, the clause in Ihe latter part of the preceding sen- 
tences, in which it is intimated that the object of his 
being reiquired to appear himself in person, was that 
the landdrost and heemraaden might receive from him- 
self the opgaaf of the people, is further explained in 
the fdflowing sentence : — 

*^ I am also desired to acquaint you by the land- 
drost and heemraaden, that you mil not only be pre- 
pared, on ftie days fixed, with the opgaaf, hut also to pay 

Vol. I. Z 
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ybr the people, whidi mode will strongly operate against 
all the difficulties experienced at the last opgaaf !'* In 
Mr. Kitdiingman's reply to this communication^ 1st 
Marqh, he recapitulates some of the ohjectidns urged 
in the former part of his correspondence^ aqd having 
appealed to his Excellency the Governor, requests that 
the matter should not be further pressed till his Excel*" 
lenoy s decision on the sulgect should be received^ 

On the 9t;h of March Mr. Kitchingman received 
another letter on the subject from the landdro^, stating 
that, as the governor had given no dedsioo pn the point 
in questiQUj his gompliance with the regulations previ* 
Qusly laid down to him wm expected* 

From the middle of January down to the middle of 
MftTchji daring the time this qorrespooden^e w^ gPPg 
on, Mr. Kitclungman ^nd Mr. Head had beenwhoUy 
o(?cnpied in preparing the •^ name lists" required by the . 
landdrost ; ^nd it appears from the correpponden<?e be- 
tween them and the landdrost gn this subject, as if th? 
sole object had been^ in imposing this task upon themj» 
to annoy and weary them out. Np man could hs^ve 
been more willing than Mr. Kitchingman had ^own 
himself to be, to oblige the government and the local 
authorities in ^ny way within the limits of his power; 
but the thing required of himi in this present in^taqge, 
was impracticable { and should it stiU qontiijne to be 
pressed npon him, he had no alternative left bnt to re- 
sign his situation. 

This was not like the contests described by Ban?Qw 
between the boors and the Hottentots ; it w^s ^ cpnte$)t 
in which we had opposed to us the whole power qf the 
colonial government ; and had this attempt succeededf 
had the missionary^ in addition tp the other ];)urden9 
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imposed by the new regxilaticMW, been cofnpelled to 
pay the taxes of the Hottentots^ our principal mission- 
ary station in South Africa could have been no longer 
maintained^ and the people must have again fallen into 
the hands of the local authoritia3 of the district^ and 
their condition in that case would have been worse than 
if they had never enjoyed the privileges of a missionary 
station. ^^ There is no tyranny so cruel, (says Montes* 
quieu,) as that which is exercised under the pretext of 
law^ and under the colour of justice ; when wretches are, 
so tQ speak, drowned on the very plank to which they, 
had clung for safety." 

While things were in this state, and while it appeared 
to be the intention of the colonial government to push 
Mr. Kitchingman on the only alternative. now left him^ 
namely, that of resigning his situation at Betiielsdorp^ 
I wrote to him, at his own request, a lett^, giving 
him my q)inion on the subject, of which <1l6 foUowmg 
is a copy : 

>< Cape Town, irthMarch^ 1M5. 
^^My Dear Sir, 

^* I am sorry to find, by a letter now before me, 
that you have not yet received any written communi- 
cation from Sir R. Flasket, respecting the affair of tha 
opgaaf, and that Colonel Cuyler has demanded of yon 
* Whether you will comply with this requisition/ 
Taking it for granted that you have not yet complied 
with the landdrosfs request ; in addition to the reasons 
whiiuh you have already urged for declining it, and 
which are, in my opinion, perfectly satisfactory, I beg 
leave to suggest the following : — 
^^ 1st. The object of a missionary is ta instruct tfat 

Z2 
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people^ and to promote tbcar moral arid splritusll cul- 
ture j and it is his duty to attend to whatever has 
a direct or indirect tendency to promote ihese encfe: 
The same principle which binds a missionary to attend ' 
tawfaat may promote the great object of his labotirs/ 
makes it an imperious duty upon him to avoid what- 
efrer has a contrary tendency ; and it requires very 
little consideration to discover that the present pro- 
posal is fraught with this objectionable tendency. The 
people will come to the missk)nary on the day of pay- 
nfeent with thor excuses ; they will tell him tiiat they 
cannot pay their opgaaf ; they will probably make out 
a long and a distressing case, and they will expect 
that the missionary should either advance the money as 
a.loptn^.or make an apology for them. He can do 
peither ; und he has not only the pain arising from the » 
neoessity be is under to deny this request; but he is 
okdi^d to turn informer against them^ and to send a 
li^ of tiifiir names to the landdrost. To suppose thAt 
sudi occurrences have not a tendency to defeat thef 
endx^ amiasionmry's labours^ by injuring his character 
iui the estimation of the peopte, is to contradict univer- 
S9i: ; eatp^nenee^ and to betray an entire ignorance of 
httman natm-e. ^ By devolving such concerns into the 
hwds of a missionary^ he becomes a kind of political 
i^nt;.hetis viewed at first with suspicion^ and hei 
may ultimately be considered as a tool of government/ 
and an instrument of oppression. The government 
muM have excise-men and tax-gatherers ; but we knoW 
that^ evffli among the most enlightened nati6ns, ther*' 
is a certain odium attached to such professi6tts; ^hich' 
no wise government would choose to have attaclved to' 
thdelAraDter of its public and authorised teadi^rs; 
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We fcnpw how unpopular tibe clergy in Ireland are <m 
acpf^uQt of the nieans they are often obliged to use iii 
cqlli^lig, their own tithes ; and to destroy entirely 
their influence, it wwild be necessary only to make 
each clergyman collect, in addition to his own tithes^ 
the government taxes of his parish. 

f^^nd. That, however the matter may be explained in 
the. commencement^ we know that in every concern of 
this 1 nature a certain degree of responsibility is in- 
vcdved ; and if the practice were once established, that 
responsibility would be certainly increasii^, and w(Hild 
u).timjately involve the missionary in every conijJaint, 
apd leadi to distressing consequences, both wilh* the* 
local authorities and the pee^e. . ' - - 

*^ 3rd. The secular business already imposed updn 
th0 ?nn$«^naries at Bethelsdorp has long beeni lelt Bd «tii ' 
into}0ralble burden ; and it certainly '*vould notibe'advis**? 
ajble for the missionary at that instituttbn to take i^potf ' 
bini^lf any additional burdens at th© moment whto^ 
wa are G£|.lling ftwr relief from oppressions of a simibir' 
natiUfp« lender which the institution is now groamilg; > 

, J^ 41h. If you take upon yourself this : additional titir^ 
deUy it may be pleaded as a precedi^it to justify th(^ 
same measure ^t other institutions ; and if jon^ior ycmyt 
succe^or should afterwards find it Becessaryita'discoii^i 
tique this aervioe, that discontinudiKJe may be Urged as 
mftti^ of complaint against you. » . ^ 

. ^^ dtb* On this* plan^ which constitutes: ike inissionaiiy> 
the colljactor of iha o^aaf^ the usual produce of i&igr 
tax .TTill »ot . it^ forthcoming* , Tliis tax pcesses » witht 
aji.;€|iM5rii)ipwfit^wd unequal weight^upon manyjof Ae' 
Hotii^Qts^ < At i some missionary lAstitotiona^ in ^li^' 
c(dp»y>.an4 ill mfliticage^j when 't}ia|)^l»amwa^ 
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fanners are obliged to pay this tax, it amounts to doe- 
fourth and one-third of their wages, during the whole 
year. In most cases, where the disproportion between 
the price of labour and the taxes is so great, it mdst 
be squeezed out of the people by the terror of an 
appearance at the drostdy before the landdrost ; but 
the substitution of the missionary in place of the land- 
drost would have quite a different effect. The h<^e 
that a full statement of these grievances wouM work 
upon the feelings of the missionary, so as to induce 
him to advance the money required, or to apologize for 
those who may be without the means to pay, would 
destroy the sinews of exertion, and perhaps half the 
amount of the products of the tax. 

" 6th. It is the duty of a landdrost to coltect fee 
taxes in his own district, or to employ those that are 
paid for it, to do it. The local authorities are paid 
by government for their services. The missionaries 
at Bethelsdorp have always had more secular w6rk to 
do for government than any field-corrfet in tiie district 
has upon his hands, and they have never had fiiny re- 
muneration for their trouble. The government has 
no more claim upon your time than it haj3 upon your 
property ; and it has no more right to command you 
to collect the opgaaf from the Hottentots than it has 
to command the Rev. Alex. Smith, the Dutch colonial 
minister of Uitenhage, to collect the opgaaf fkytn the 
farmers and other colonists. 

** 7th, and lastly. There are other reasons, which 
weigh £ts much with me in the present question as 
any of those already mentioned. Th^ practide; if it 
is once submitted to, will furnish the landdroi^ with 
the means of annoying the missionary to a degfee 
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beyond all Christiati endurance. From the spirit Co- 
lonel Cuyler has manifested towards Bethelsdorp, I 
am strongly inclined to suspect that that weighed more 
with him, on urging the measure^ than the trouble ht 
would save to himself by having it carried into execu*- 
tion. If there is any doubt with any one on this 
pointy that doubt will be removed, by looking over the 
Correspondence between the landdrost and the mission- 
aries. In the wood case, the game case, the case of 
William Bruintjes, and particularly in the manner in 
which he has been in the habit of annoying the mis- 
sionaries respecting the passes demanded for the Hot- 
tentots, it wUl be seen what a mischievous instrument 
this power might be in the hands of such a man as 
Colonel Cuyler. 

^* I am, &c. 

"John Philip." 

As the period fixed for paying the opgaaf was now 
drawing near,^ and there was no time to lose in the 
bui^ess, when the above communication was made to 
Mr. Kitchingraan, copies of it were addressed to the 
colonial government in Cape Town, and to Colonel 
Cuyler. 

The correspondence had hitherto been carried on 
between Mr. Kitchingman and the government, but I 
had now become a party in the business, and shortly 
after I had notice sent me by the government, request- 
ing my attendance at the colonial-pffice. The subject 
was now viewed by the colonial government in a dif- 
ferent light from what it had been : tlie idea of com- 
pelUng Mr. Kitchingraan to collect the opgaaf, and of 
making him responsible for the tax, was now abw» 
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doned ; and this formidable attempt^ which threatened 
the ruin of our missions^ was now softened down to a 
request that I would solicit Mr. Kitchingman, in com- 
pliance with the wishes of;tb0 gt^rernment, to continue^ 
as he had begun^ to collect the tax for the current year. 
To this propo^ion I readily consented, on the Allowing 
conditions r— That it should be c6nsidered entlnfely as 
a voluntary thing on the part of the missionary ; that 
his collecting the tax for this year was not to be pleaded 
as a precedent in future to compel him^ or any other 
of our missionaries, toxjollect the opgaaf^ and that he 
waSj not to be annoyed by the Ismddrosi; while, engaged 
iigt thej, performance of .tl^s service, ^ ,, 
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J^nteresf, of the CploQial. EunctiQnarl^s itt ihe Oppr^aa^on Of tfie 

^ Abpf4yfP«i^.*rC!<>JiQnel: Cviyjepr^s fl^q^sitSoap fqr Hotte^tpt SiEyr- 

. yaiit3. — Il^asons assi^ed by him for refusing Hottentots Per^ 

. mission ta join the Missionary Institution!?. — Occaaiou in wliich 

this Assumption of Authority originated.— Appeal of Mr. Read 

to Sir John Cradock. — Case of Hottentots ordered fi*om Bcthels- 

dorp' to labour on the Somerset Farm, — Case of Hottentots 

placed under Contract by the LaiidUrost of that District. — Frtnt- 

less remonstrances to the Colonial Government.— System of the 

Romans in the Administration of their conquered Provinces, and 

of the Dutch in former days, compared with that of England. 

In the preceding pages of this volume^ we laid before 
our readers a long list of enormous oppressions^ under 
which the natives of South Africa have been grganing 
for many years^ and we are now called upon, in the way 
of explanation, to another painful part of our duty, which 
is, to show the persondintefestr those that should 
afford them protection have in endeavouring to per- 
petuate their miserable bondage and prevent their im- 
provement. 

It has been remarked by Lord Bacon, that religion, 
justice, counsel, and treasure, are the pillars of govern- 
ment ; and we may add, that the fall of one of these 
pillars is generally accompanied by the subversion of 
the whole. There can be no religion where justice 
is wanting, and wealth can never accumulate in the 
treasury of a nation, or in the cottages of the poor, 
when counsel and talent are employed in building up 
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private fortunes at the expense of the public. It has 
been justly remarked, '* When men are in the posses- 
sion of uncontrolled and undefined power, they cannot 
fail, like other men, to have a greater care for what is 
advantageous to themselves, than what is advantageous 
to other men. They pursue, therefore, their own ad- 
vantage in preference to that of the rest of the com- 
munity. That is enough : where there is nothing to 
check that propensity, all the evils of misgovemment, 
that is, in one word, all the worst evils by which 
human nature is cursed, are the inevitable conse- 
quence *." 

A slight attention bestowed on the reasoning con- 
tained in the above quotation^ will show that it is not 
more sound in its principles than it is applicable to the 
present condition of the natives of South Africa. 

It has been shdwn that the Hottentots are entirely at 
the disposal of the looal authorities of the country, and 
the feUowitig cases will sufficiently account for tihe op- 
position we have had to encounter, in our attempts to 
diiichargeour duty to that oppressed people, and will at 
t;he same time demonstrate their hopeless condition, while 
^lle powef now exercised over their persons, and faipi- 
iiefe, and labour, is allowed to remain. 

The landed proprietors of South Africa, being 
obliged to keep their grounds in their own hands, and 
not being able to let them on leases as in Europe, their 
value to them must depend upon the price of kbottr, 
and the number of hands they can command ; and it is 
obvious, while things remain in this state, while the 
magistrates are under such strong temptations to op- 

* Encyclopaedia Britannica, Supplement, vol, v. " On the liberty 
of the Press," page 1^65. . 
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press the people by enslaving them, and keeping ddwn 
tile pric» of labonr, the latter have nothing to look for 
without the interference of the British govemintot, bnt 
an increase of suflfering. 

On the 12th October, 1820, Mr. Barker, then at the 
bead of the Missionary Institution of Bethelsdorp, re- 
ceived a letter from CJolonel Cuyler, requesting him to 
send him six or eight able-bodied men, to work at his 
farm of Doom Kraal *• Owing to the state of the insti- 
tution, almost all the men belonging to it being already 
employed in public work, or engaged ill other kind of 
service, the missionary could not send him the number 
he required. On the 19th of the same month the land- 
drost addressed another letter to the missionary on the 
same subject, stating, in the way of complaint, that two 
Hottentots had appeared before him, to hire to a farmer 
of the name of Botha, and that, on asking them whether 
he (the missionary) had requested them to serve him (the 
landdrost), they replied, that he had not. In this letter 
ihe landdrost adds, '* I am much in want of a few men, 
and offer to pay them more wages than these people hire 
for ; I must, therefore, once more repeat my request in the 
same way I did before." On the part of Mr. Barker, 
there was every disposition to ierve the landdrost, in 
this, as in every other instance ; but, in the exhausted 
state in which the institution then was, it was impos- 
sible, unless the landdrost had sent an order to press 
the men he wanted, as was usual when they were de- 
manded for what was called government work, ek thing 
he was not willing to do, on the present occasion. 

* From the year 1809 to the year 1827, Colonel Cuyler, the 
landdrost of Uitenhage, obtained seven grants of lands from the 
Colonial government, extending to 33,964 acres. To tbia we may 
add 12,000 acres obtained by purchase or barter. 
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Oa the 6tb qf November, Mri,Bar}Qer,h!*d aiii^ppJi- 
cation from ft Hottentot, wot be^c^iging to the i^s^t^r 
tion^ for permission to join it^i which, f^ccordiog tp tlje- 
ctf^tpm which had been established for some prppcj^ii^. 
y^ars^ he, referred to the lapddrost for his apf>rQya1* 
To this reference Mr- Barker received tbe;fql^Qwii^ 
reply ; — ^^ Sir, ypiji must excuse my giving ;aRy mof^: 
Hottentots permission to join your . insti^utii^ befpw 
I find those you. have already can bp ipad^ more, 
ica^uhtath^ CQmmunitjf" . - ^ /; ,i 

JVfr. J^rl^^ shortly after tiiis period^^ removed to 
Theppolii^, and was succeeded by Mr. Kitchingpaa^, 
To a written applicfttipn froip Kitcl^iiigmap, .Fehmary 
21, IS^lflipraywg that tibe bearer of it. (another . HotT* 
twtot) migbt be.pern^ittqd to join ike institotiop, tfe^: 
fbBov^irtgiQWW^irw^ fleturned by tiie la|>ddro^t^/ written, 
vkpm tbe.bw}k of his past?-'— *' This Hott^ntpikiPWeif 
iniitheff\Mritteri^ p^pw, ^ii^t . find asma^tw withm. thifeg^ 
day^i. OP tjlse, jQoni^ to Ahe lapddrost to. hirq." Yet 0^- 
UotteMot'foff wh^m the ?^pUcation^ ws^ maderha4 hip^ 
digoh^rge wiih Ww, steting ftat he tedi hpnif^y ,?ftdi 
fj|iMhi«lly servieid in the Cape regiment^ fron? .^hf,Ialyri 
1807,,to ^tk^efrfjerober, 1817 ; and that ^i^.^erviqebe^,; 
inginolong^ r^uired, lie was^hQuoural^ly j^igflhaifgedj. . 

iTo t aqothpr appjicfition . of. a siflnjlar ^»a^rp,^n, ibe^ 
2^ -February, the landdrost , replied, ii} a H^ey ds^te^dl^ 
2i^.Febmai7,T^ferriqg Mn Kitcb^ijgmaA .^.^i^wt^i 
t(^ Wf.. Parker^ of 7th Nav^palier,; Igji^O,^ iq Jf M^b M.. 
e3(ifiu^4 ihi^^f for.not giving more JHottejitc^tSj.pej^pi 
mi^siwtQ join th?^ i^istxtt^ioft tilll^e s^puW fioiti'^ll 
th?y i P?fni h^ madcj mqre u^^ to tfie cqifmumW' : i . * j ! • // 
riftih^*rb€^ Jusjtly i^iparked, ^at ,by .f9,r,,l^,'gjreati5^T, 
pfiT^^i(4\^\irmMMci^d, by>ui^^Pi IN-RgS M .^flka 
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miserable feJlivr-mdrtals liave been coirimitted ori kc- 
cduht.rfiproprirfy. The easefe here reified, \^itla. others 
ufldet" (idtislderation/ sufficientiy show that ihere aries 
no '6ther limits to the encroachment of pOwer^ wben 
that p6wer_, stimulated by interest^ c^n be exercisied with 
impunity^ than despotism^ on the one hand, and the most 
abject slavery on the other. Tlie rise of our missionary 
institutions has already been described, and the man* 
ner in which the people at them acquired their privi- 
leges has been pointed out, so as to supersede the ne* 
cessity of any further details on this subject heite. ' ' By 
the privilege enjoyed by the institutions of Bethdidor^ 
and Theopdlis, of admitting such Hottentots as wer^ 
not 'tinder contracte, in the first instance the magik- 
trates lost no patronage ; but when the proclamartions^ 
Of 1809 ^nd 1812 placed the Hottetitots and theit^ fa-i 
ihilieii not at the missionary institatioils entii^y £lt th^' 
disposal, they were, from that momeirtj placed in tfii^if 
cttmstaAces of strong temptation to Oppose- the^ffoftt^ 
of the missionaries, and to prevent th& fdopWi^bM 
j^ingth^ institutions. Some attempts to depwt^^b^' 
inititbtioris of the power of receiving Hoftentrits riot^ 
in service, without the permission of ^tanddrodt^ ap-^ 
pe^r to havie been made during the life-4iita^ bf'I>;^ 
Vanderkemp, whibh were aft^rward^ abandoned 'in cAn- 
sequertce of this strong representations niad6 by him'; but 
he hid'l^efeA de^d a few months Only when his suceesior 
at Bethelfeddrp received the ^rohibifion conteiinetfin'^ 
thfe preceding pages, that he was to refceive io"fflk)r6^ 
Hottentots into the institution SMithocrt thfef' latiddlrost^' 
written p^rrtiissioti. Hie drcumst&tt^es Which ' led ( td ' 
this ^ssurt^ptiOtt of po^er, and' thef wiani'^'ln v^Mfch 
it wafe confirmed by thfe'cblbiiiisll gt>ye^athe»t^^ 



860 MR. read's appbal 

to particular notice in this place^ as will be found from 
the following letters on the subject^ addressed by Mr. 
Read to his Excellency Sir John Gradock. 

" Bethdsdorp, 7th July, 1812. 

'' Sir, 

^^ Your Excellency's kind promises towards this 
institution, — it being* your full determination to put a 
stop to all oppression in this part of his Majesty's do- 
minions, — and your readiness to give redress to those 
who have the happiness to be placed under your Excel- 
lency's government, encourage me to address myself to 
you on the present occasion. The impositions imposed 
upon the Hottentots have been great and many, and none 
more visible or more shameful than that which gives 
rise to the present complaint, and against which I 
doubt not your Excellency will be ready to show abhor- 
rence and disdain. I received on the 3d July, a note 
from Major Cuyler, directing that if the two Hottentots, 
the names of whom the cornet would show on a paper, 
were at Betlielsdorp, I was to direct them to serve 
out their time. The paper alluded to was a declaration 
from the Secretary that, in the year 1805, two Bastaard 
children named Greef and Anna, had been enregistered 
by O. Kemp and W. Moleman, by order of the former 
landdrost ; the first girl as being at that time five years 
of age, the latter four, both to serve till the age of 
eighteen years*^. These two persons I received into the 
institution on the 7th April, on their declaration that 
they had no lawful engagement with any inhabitant. 
I perceived immediately that the claim now made was a 

♦ This case ha» been briefly related at page 181, where the re- 
sult x>f Mr. Read's appeal will be found stated. 
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gross imposition^ and sent the girls to Major Cayler with 
a letter, a copy of which I inclose to your Excellency, 
and received only in return an order forbidding me to 
receive any Hottentots whatever into the institution, 
except those already enregistered, before they had been 
with hira, and received his permission. With respect 
to these persons, one is supposed to be about twenty- 
four years of age, and the other not n^uch less; one 
would have had to serve six years, and the other seven, 
if it had not been for my interference. 

^^ My solicitation in particular is with respect to 
Major Cuyler's orders, I believe no other institution 
is laid under such restrictions, and I cannot possibly 
comprehend how the major conceives that by this 
meaps such impositions will be prevented. Were it 
possible for m^j, upon the sUghtest ground, to believe 
the ip^yor to be a friend to the institution, or to the in- 
struction of the Hottentots, I should be more induced to 
submit in silence ; but as many instances have proved 
to the contrary, (some of which your Excellency could 
see in the deposition of the late Rev. Dr. Vanderkanp, 
and in none more than in case lOS of Piet Jantjes and 
Sturm Cornet,) I feel it fpy duty to implore that it 
may please your Excellency to recall the order of the 
major, as I fear the eflfects would soon be visible with 
those poor Hottentots, who wish to get religious in- 
struction. That your Excellency may be §si^ured of the 
truth of what I have related, I send the original of the 
major's orders, and the paper alluded to, written by 
his secretary. With confidence in your Excellency's 
good intentions, I shall wait. 

^^ I have the honour, &c., 

iSigm^ ^^J. Read.'^ 
" HU Excellency, Sir John Cradock." 
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The {oHowing c^se is adduced as an additioaad HIqb^ 
tration of this subject : — ' 

On the 7th of December, 1620^ the Rev. J. Barker, 
themissionary Ihen at the headof the institnticm^Betfaetei 
dorp, received an order from Colonel Cuyter, reqnirmg 
tfaat.ten or twelve men should proceed without delay to 
the Government Farm at Somerset, to assist itt cvi^iig 
down tl^ harvest. The distsmce they had to traVel 
was about one hundred and twenty miles. No nicu^^ 
was advemced to them to prepare them fw flieir jomtiey i 
and, to fortify thdr minds ag^nst the apprefaenston 6f 
starvation; they were merely told that, at three different 
places upon the road, provisions would be foimd for 
them. They ware not made> at all acquldnted wttii the 
length of time daring which their serviees would hs 
required. No option was allowed them to take widi 
&em their families or their cai^le;rand no^p4*oid^on 
was made for their fieimilies during tibeir absence. "JJhef 
received their pay only from the day they commeaieed 
work at Somerset, and no allowance was made, to Ihenr 
for the time c<M3sum«i in going or returning,: whicfcl 
eommon justice demanded ; nor was there aay amnge^ 
ment made, by which they shoi:dd obtain food wbibt <»a 
thmr journey home. They were not ^nly employed in 
gettii^ in the harvest, but also were diriet^ed to »mkA 
in erecting the w,alls of a house^ and in preparing diar** 
coal ; and they received no portion whatfever of th^rf 
wages till the period of their discharge — nearly, if m^ 
fully, three months afi^ their arrival. Tlaeir wages*, 
sdsoyw did not exceed four skHlings per dieaDi (ninepenca' 
sterling) ; and this is not more than the inhabitants q§ 
Bethelsdorp can obtain, within a f(?w mil^s of liieir own* 
station, for reaping g^iain; and hav^> ^t Ihe sag^ 
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Hme, h soffioieHojr of food found for ikmr fiiimfied as well 
as themselves. 

Hie rate of wi^es at Somerset was/ however, ttiach 
Uglier Ihaii that by which the Hottentots^ employed by 
4be landdroi^ at Uitenhage, are paid ; the wages foo* 
what is called government work, at the latter plaoe^ 
henig^ two skfltings (or feurpence halfpenny) per day 
<mly« It is a hard case, indeed, that all the harden dT 
what is «dled government work should fall upon the 
Hottentots ; and that tfaey shotdd, nnd^r various prd;e(Kts 
id being employed' ia tiie service of government, be 
eompelled to labour, under offidal men, for one-haUi 
often ione-fottrtii only^ and, in some cases, for onensixth 
or e^[jith ofittie wages they m^it reoeive were they 
tveatediasB tiieoth^ ookmists are, and allowed to can^ 
tiieir kbciur to tthie: best market. 
< The fG^lowing'stat^me&t, which relates to a period so 
seoetit as Dedembeir 1836^ has been communicaied im 
me by ti gentleman of the highest rei^>ectability, who 
was in that part (tf the cbunb^y when ihe occurrence 
lie relates to(dc place> and who learued the facts 
foam Uie imdoubtid authority of some of the locd 
fimctkmaries on tfae spot; 

' The laiiddrost of So^M^^et had some time previously 
tettt a Hottentot witii his waggon, to bnng some goods 
for him from another viHage. Unfortunately for the 
Hottentot, there happened to be a small cask d C«^ 
brandy among ihe goods ; and though in othfer respeds 
a useful and faithful servant, he could not resist the 
temptati<m thus placed mthin his reach t he tapped the 
barrel, and drank part of the Mquor. The theft was 
readily discovered, and the culprit was punished by 
flogging and imprisonment Most masters would bavte 

Vol. I. 2 A 
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been satisfied with this^ but not so this worshipful nmga^ 
trate. He only released the man from prison in order to 
place him, together with his wif^ and fmnifyf under 
conh'act to a person in the village, (such being the high 
powers with which such functionaries are vested), for a 
period of three years, at the rate of ten rix-dollars (fif- 
teen shillings i^erling) per annum ; with the furthtf 
proviso, that no part of this pittance of wages should 
go to the Hottentot or his family, but that the whole 
amount, for the three years' servitude, (thirty rix^ot 
iars in all,) should be paid over, in advance, by the new 
master to himself (the magistrate), in compensation for 
the brandy which the Hottentot had drank*. 

The wages which this same Hottentot had for severdi 
^ears received from Mr. Hart, before he oame into th^ 
landdrost's service, and whidi he could still readiljr 
obtain in the district, if left at liberty to hire himself, 
was fifty rix-doUars per annum, a siiit of clotiies, and 
Revisions for his family. In Albany, any respect* 
able Hottentot family could, at tl^t time, obtain ten 
rix-doUars per month, and provisions ; many earn much 
more. 

This same magistrate had, also, managed to get two 
other Hottentot families placed under contract to himself 
for a term of three years, at the rate of fifteen rix-dollare 
per annum for each family. Nevertheless, these same 
individuals had received, the preceding year, from Mr. 
Hart, and might still readily obtain in the neighboar- 
hood, if left to their free disposal, fifty rix-doUars p«r 

* A cask of Cape brandy, called a halfaum^ and containing 
nineteen gallons, may be purchased, in any part of tbe colony, at 
firom twenty to thirty rix^doUars. 
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mmmn^ mih provisions jand oloUiing* Such are smne 

of the effect of magisterial influeoce at the Cape^ as 

exercised on the Hottentot race. Such stories ha;ve 

been often told of the Dutch boors and functionaries; 

but the functionary in question was neither a Dutchman 

nor an African, but a British miUtary officer^ and a 

special favourite^ at that time, of the colonial government. 

Several of the preceding cases^ vrith many othears 

now passed over in silence^ were laid before the colonial 

government^ in a memorial addressed to Lord Charles 

Somerset in 1822, to whidi allusion has already been 

made ; but to such representations no redress, and^ in 

many instances^ even no reply was granted. Ev^ 

representation which I made to the CQlonial govern* 

ment; of the sufferings of the Hottentot people^ was 

followed by fresh oppressions on the part of the ccdo* 

nial authorities ; nor have we reason to expect, in Hbm 

present state of human nature, that it will be otherwise 

till those authorities shall cease to have any longer an 

interest in endaving them. 

These and numerous cases of the same kind mhkk 
might be adduced, afford sufficient proof of the hard* 
ships to which tiie Hottentots are exposed, and suf- 
ficiently account for the hopeless state of wretched* 
ness to which they are reduced. Had the farmers 
been ihe only party in the colony interested in keeping 
up this system of oppression, it would have been long 
stnce mitigated ; but what have the natives to look for 
while the protecting power of the colonial government i^ 
by its interest, enlisted on the side of oppression ? Before 
we take our leave of this part of our subject, we shall 
take the liberty of introducing a few reflections in con* 
i^xion with the design of this work. 

2 A 2 
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r It i8.e¥ittertt, feom tliepreeeding statpmealt&y tb^tttoi 
peEraaiteni ^amelioratkm oC the eonditioh^ of the aboHi'^ 
gifMBSt pf ,^th Afttoa is to be expected firoja any /rer. 
commendation to the local authorities of the cOuottVi.i 
V^ hav« ait this momwt a greater interee* i» oppr^s- 
i^.lOiepi than the other coloniats have; and justiee and 
bun^awtjr have nothing to expect from the geaeratityi 
of, m€f9» when their interest and their duty aire lb<ind 
toking different directions. 

. It is matter of surprise that the wisdom, ao strikingly 
evii^d by the Roman statesmen and lawyers^ in the 
^ttjbftaxy ^provisions introduced into the system of theiit 
provincial governments, should have been bo litito 
i^ttend^d .to> by those who have had to legii^te lor the 
]^^h!P(]j<HA]i9«,un^ the king's governmenit. White 
l^tgovafnoiiSiQf the provinces were armed with ithe 
fjSfiSi^ i pjf j V^ae^ while they oouhl ipflipt icwarpkMral jwdtf 
nishment^ and exercise oa capital offences the powetir 
oili^ y|^,49»th> they were not allowed to indalge the 
^uderoi^d /eriminal with the choice of his own njodeiOf 
(j^i^^ti^n^ <nr to. pronounce aswtenoei.of the mildest 
and most honourable kind of exile. 
..J[thas been rejoaarked on this article^ that the distinc- 
tion which seems to grant the larger while it denies the 
sanaiier degree of authority, was founded on a very ^ra- 
iloAal mcrtive. The passions of a pro viticiall ma^istmt^ 
might frequently provoke him into acts of opprei^ion, 
UflxicJii aflected only the freedom or the ifoirtwnes of ^^ 
auh^t> thoDghy from a {Himnple of prudence^ pei^aps 
of humanity^ he miglrt stiil be terrified hf the ^ttt of 
j^edditig; innocent blood. It may likewise be! cbnsfd^red 
tliat exile,, ;CQnsi(lerable fines^ and choice as to the mode 
i^fi 4yJ*»it i»lat^ RK)«5npar^cabrly to tthe. rich).and ; th^ 



> ' DUtCtt CGtONIAL POLIOT. 3W 

nob)^9 and the persoaas ilie most ebcposed toihe avarice 
or^reseutitaent of a proyincial magistrate^ wei^ thus re^ 
moved from his obsoqre persecution to the more august^, 
tiibuiial of the praetorian prefect; ^ ^ ^ 

To prevent a corrupt bias^ which might arise ttom 
having his, interest and his duty placed in opposition to^ 
ea^ otkei:^ the strictest regulations were established t<y 
ex(Aade any person, without the special di^nsirfloii 69 
the emperor, from the government of the province ift! 
which he was born* ; and to prevent the governor or his 
son from contracting manii^e with a native or an inv 
habitant f, or from purchasiiig slaves^ landi^ <)r ;hous^ 
within ttie limits of his j urisdtctioti J. ( 

It was by acting upon such principles ka thebe^ thafc 
the Romans extended, and so long preserved, thei^ 
€r£t]^re ; a»d itis by acting upon similar prin!<^lpte$rtb:^ 
E«^lattd will'pk^eserve ber own greatness, ^£^ ^bautt 
(down her fame to future ages. * ^ '' * 

Tke Dutch preceded us in the formation ofddloniesf? 
ihe^ opened to us the sea ; they taught us the pi^itlcipl^ 
dfttlavig&tion and commerce; and their flag coveti^ 

* Ut nuTli patrite sraffi administratio sine spedall prindpis j)er* 
missn p^rmiUetur. (Cod. Justitttan. I. i^ tit xli^) TMs low Wo^ 
4rf t epa<?ted liy the Emperor; Manme, after tht r^V^llijpai of CiiteWa** 
XpioD^ ]. l^qpi^ , 1!he same r^^ulatiou is obsfrved in Chinf^ mj^ 
equal strictness^ and with equal effect. , , 

' ' t iPandeet, K xxiii., tit. if., n. 38, 57, 63. . . ; * 

■ ' t til Jure ebntfhietiir, ne qtiis in administratione consdttttbs illlq^ 
'HHttipKvkfei.' .(Cddj^eod.4 Uviii. *it. XV*, legi. h) -Thli niatimiof 
t^i^tj» \^ w^^ ^pf£^r^e4 :by a s^ies ctf«dfete, (^ee,#p.r(Wftfcc|tof 
|Of the title^) from , Qonstantine iq Justin., From this pi^ohibitipfi, 
which is extenaed to the meanest officers of the governor^, they ex^ 
'<iept bWy ciqtiieV^nd prbVisioris. Th^purchase Within fiWy^r^n4ay 
^riieidttoed, dfter; Whi(*, ^ i»ft>mittfcl0nj4i46^ 
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the ocean^ from the eastern shores of America to the 
coasts of India. During the eariy period of their his- 
tory, they paid particular attention to the interests of 
the aborigines of their colonies. Their instructions to 
their governors were full of wisdom and humanity. *^ It 
is not/* says the Dutch East India Company, in 
numerous communications to the Cape government^ 
•^ our object to oppress or enslave the natives^ but to 
elevate and improve them :" and their sincerity in these 
declarations was then evinced by the care they took to 
prevent it ever becoming the interest of governors, and 
their civil and military servants, to act in opposition to 
these principles. 

Agreeably to the Justinian Code *, the governor and 
the civil and military servants of the Company were pro- 
hibited from holding land in the colony ; and there was 
an example, in the last century, of a Dutch governor 
being stripped of a single farm, at Hottentot's Holland, 
and afterwards recalled, and tried on different charges, 
the principal of which had reference to his conduct to- 
wards the Hottentots. 

While the Dutch government exercised its power to 
promote the general interests of its colonial dependen- 
cies, each of those dependencies, under its paternal 
culture, added to the wealth of the parent state ; in the 
same manner that the soil repays the cultivator for the 
wealth he expends upon its improvement. But, when 
the thirst of gain had absorbed every other passion, and 
every thing came to be valued according as it ministered 
to individual rapacity, those very colonies, whence she 

* See Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. iii, 
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derived her former wealthy ceased to be any longer 
productive. 

Nothing can be more dissimilar than the practice 
which originated with the Romans, and was copied by 
the Dutch government till a late period^ and that which 
has been followed by the British colonial government 
of the Cape of Good Hope. 
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'Aie'Cblonial system towards the Hottentots extended to all ^fe otWer^ 
' Free Cokkired Inhabitants. — Causes whieh promote or retard Fo*- 
pnlation. — Obstructions to Industry in the Hottdnt6C8.-^*€om 
sumption of British Goods which would result from improving, 
their condition. — Injurious effects of the existing system. tq the: 
welfare of the Colony .-^Comparison between the present condi-: 
tioQ of the Hottentots and that of the Peasantry of Britain in the 
feudal times. — Remarks of Dr. Adam Smith. — Short-sighted 
Policy of the Colonial Government in oppressing the Natives. — 
Remarks on Sir J. Cradoek's Letter to Mr. Campbell." — Compa- 
rison between the Hottentots at the Missionary Institutions and 
those in the service of the Boors. — Letter from Earl Bathurst to 
Lord C. Soiperset. — Observations on the Views expressed in It. 

In all my fiiture reasonings upon the subject n^w^imder 
consideration,, it will be of importance to our argument 
to keep in remembrance^ that all the coloured population 
of Sdtoth Africa, under the jurisdiction of the Btitisfa! 
governntent^ including Bushmen^ CaflFers^ Bedbuana' 
captiTes and refugees, and also the prize n^roes, are 
suffering undek* the same oppressions with the colonial 
Hottentots. They are regarded in the ^ame light in 
the eye of the law : the proclamations of goverhitent 
which apply to the one apply io all the others j and the ^ 
treatment which they recei^^ frota the locad kutfaentiiss 
of thecdUhtry, arid frotn the (^olonistsy is'itt all respects' 
this same. While this is recoltected, in pdesdini^ tbe- 
catisc of the Hottehtots, we 6hafi feel our fceiieVc&etee 
eftlar^edlyy reflebtiWg'; thil We fere Hot plefikfmg iStite bdiide 
of a: triWe oiiiy, btit bf various hordes' i^uid trtfoe» iofi tlte> 
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nations in South Africa now under the British govern- 
ment, and of all those numerous and interesting* tribes 
and nations in that country, that must, in future, from 
the increasing population and extension of the colony, 
ftm^ under its domioion. After the descriptions whiqh 
haye been given of the present condition of the various 
classes ^ the natives of South Africa, I shall be reused 
i^ before closing this volume, I make an appeal to the 
Brttfish Oov^nment, the British ParMamaat, and the 
BWti^ public, in their behalf. In pursuance of this 
cAyect, we shall first consider their claims to be treated 
as a free people, on the grounds of policy ; and this part 
of the subject will, for obvious reasons, supply the 
largest portion for our remarks. 

With respect to an increase of labourers, it scarcely 
requires an argument to prove that this can only be 
done by furnishing that class of people with the means 
of is!iibsiat€aitje> Bo aa to. waWQ tham torre^r hfg^ 
fuaUftes* 

: la. the pr^ent day, it is a general maxim^ plaped 
bfgrwd oontrpversy, that every people do incre^^a i|^ 
tbftiir nuiabers exactly in proportion Jo <heir mean^ of 
S!!ibsii^enie<&. If they are amply provided fpir with the^ 
iiece84auie$ and conveniences of life^ their imjrea^ will 

I iWhen Barrow conti:a$ted the large familiies of the: 
hote^i ^ith itito* smalli families , of ithe Hotteirtol^, an4 
eKpmss^jhi&iSfUkprisertbat Hottentpt wom^ should^he; 
s^m^roUfic when connected with Hpttentqt.m^n^^nd 
t]^ tiaete aVwW y^ no defi<?iency , pf tbrt .nature. wheii 
i^§4)tefwfo»iets,y «ri1JK«it adve^ itjie, pan^e^ be 

addi^ ^^ a(MitiQbftl propf of tl^ir,yyFetc^d»*^8 tabii^ 
Qiierf jp«p^ 1^^ , Penary :^i^ 
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Oppression, and the anxiety and distress of mind arising 
from these ciroumstances^ are as unfavouraWe to the 
increase of population^ as they are to the formation and 
establishment of habits of industry and cleaaUness. 

Supposing^ as in the case of the Hottentot, there id 
a demand for labour^ it may be stated, as almost a sdf- 
evident propoi^tion, tiiat to stimulate him to industry^ 
he must have security afforded him, that he shall have 
a just and full reward for his labour* Man is naturally 
indolent^ and there are but two ways of overcoming his 
natural aversion to labour,— *fear, or hope ; the first 
arises from the apprehension of punishment^ and is the 
motive of the slave ; the second is the more powerful^ 
being most agreeable to nature, and cannot exist, ex- 
cept the labourer has a fair compensation secured to 
him, as a remuneration for his exertions. 

If Hottentots are improvident, and without ambi^ 
tion*, to account for this state of mind you are io 

* In this instance I have, merely for argument's sake, admitted 
the charges brought against the Hottentots ; for whatever truth 
there may be in these charges as it respects the Hottentots in the 
GraaiP-Heinet district, they are not applicable to the Hottentots at 
our institutions. 

From the length of time Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser resided at 
the colony, and the opportunities he had of observing the Hot- 
tentot character, his views on this subject, as exhibited by the fol- 
lowing extract from a letter dated at the Barracks, near Graham's 
Town, 7th December 1822, will be received with great deference^ 
" I (jertainly do think, that the changes efibcted upon the Hotten- 
tots under favourable circumstances, are such as will fulli/ justify 
the idea, that their character is such as will amply repay the labour 
bestowed on cultivating it ; and I feel convinced that the generality 
of the Hottentots are a people far superior in every respect td the 
ideas generally entertained of them (and that more particularly i^ 
bome, and by those who, from not knowmg the Hottentots, at« 
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look not to any physical peculiarity in their natural 
constitution, but to the circumstances under which they 
Bce placed. It is impossible to mark the state of de- 
gradation to which Hottentots are reduced^ and not 
inquire, — ^how men can be elevated, while the burdens 
which oppress them are so great ? — ^how they can be in- 
dustrious, when the sinews of industry are so much 
cramped ? — or, how they can be expected to discover 
any thing like even a virtuous emulation, while pre- 
cluded, by their circumstances, from rising above a con- 
dition of slavery the most hopeless and wretched ? 

It may be further added, that the Hottentot, to have 
a full reward for his toil, should be allowed full liberty, 
without restriction, to settle where he can have the 
best return for his labour. It is on this judicious prin- 
ciple that the law of settlement in England has been 
lately amended. In my strictures on the proclamation 
of 1809, I have endeavoured to show the injustice of 
the restrictive regulation, by which the Hottentot is 
prevented from going beyond the jurisdiction of his 
landdrost, or field cornet, without permission ; and the 
numerous facts which evince its crying injustice, might 
hb adduced to show its impolicy. By the law of passes, 
a Hottentot, not at a missionary institution, is obliged to 
be in service ; and it is no uncommon thing for masters, 

consequently igpiorant of the many good qualities which they natu^ 
raUy possess). I am clearly of opinion that I could select (or name) 
eight or a dozen Hottentots, from the institution of TheopoliSy as 
also a number from the other institutions, and many who have been 
discharged from the Cape corps, whom I would consider in every 
respect fully as trust-worthy y intelligent, and industrious, &c., as the 
generality of the African burghers (or farmers) who reside in the 
frontier districts^ as well as some of those in other parts of the 
colony. 
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when these Hottentots mAise tojenter into fiedi coBtraote 
with themyto send them to the jail^ and keep} them/ 
there^ tUl they agree to the terms offered th^: ti . 
could flieiitkm families^ even in Cape Town^ whaob^-^ 
tauted Hottentots from the jail, who bad been inoarK 
cemted under the action of this hm^ and who <io theit i 
masters' work atfour rix-doUars a months andcloAeg; • 
while the same masters hire out their own slaves at ibei 
rs^ (rf twenty-five, thirty, thirty-five, forty> and forty?^* 
five rixr*doUars a month. Were an inquiry institated] 
into 1^ oonduet of Hottentots hired in this manner^ ii < 
will be found that, in some instances, they are. as) 
much valued by the families in which they ser^setas^tlie 
slaves ; and it is certain, that were they not obliged td) 
enter lato contracts, bnt allowed to carry i&eiriiadbcur) 
t^ the best market^ in^ead of fom ri^x-doUaiBipei^i 
mentb^* they woald be receiving from fifteen > to^ twdnljiJ 
per month. . . .% li 

If it is a settled principle, that the Hottentots have 
no ri^^fhts-^that they are bond fide the property i)f ^he^ 
colonial government, then it may be perfect e^plitfiA)le^t 
to allow them ii> fall in this manner into ihe h^nda -of^ 
the local authorities of the^coimtry as one bf the pee<} 
qttisites ^ office ; but if the practice were^even coiw' 
sistent with our notions of the principles of justice, it! 
is istterly at variance wiih all the principles of sound/ 
policy. Considering thei Hottentots simply < as t ptd^^r 
perty, it is the interest of the proprietor to raise the 
v«due of that property as much as possible ; and 60 
mode of forming it out can be more opposite to th^' 
true intejijest.of the colony, or more calculated to de-, 
pre$3jlts yalu§^, thaii th^ present 3y§teip ^i thgj colonials 
government. Those formerly atitiie head of the gtM 
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V6r»nl6Dt seem never eivea* to: liave Hiought of giving* 
i^ af > pvesent advantage > for future • gain^ nor to have 
c4ntemplftteki the s^origineB of the coaniry .as .oon^ 
sixtoec^^ or ni any otker ligbi than as labowrers ifhr^ 
nohing a pnasent aecommodation to their taaiiteins. 
But whatever advairtage the local auihorities of flie 
CQttiitiary and. their friends may derive fmm keeping the 
Hottentots in their present conditicHi, it will be seen 
by^the following faots^ that the system is as much op- 
posed io> the general interests of the colony, and to 
tlbose ofthe mother-country^ as it is to the interests of 
the Hottentots. 
. ;W^.lHiye already i^Miwn> at page 216, that m 183% 
the British goods ocHisumed at Betibelsdorp. amounted 
] to tiae sum of twenty thousand rix-doHars» If w« rate 
I thi3> ; nitmber ef the consumers at one thousand ^ and j 
- thfifHcAtetitots within the colony at thirty ^houstod^i 
it will be found that by raising all the HotteEntots erf. 
: the colony to the condition of Hotteotots di BesthtU- 
dorpy ^v&w, and extensive market would be cresated' 
I fe#.Brilibh /goodsv >We say notfadng of the inclitsascid 
\ cbnsiJUQiipiion of Brttbh. mani^ctores which wonld be- 
, occasioned by the emulation stirred iqiin theiauilies of 
, the famnesrs by the improvement* in. the dress <rf tiie 
Uoltontots/or of the increase of ow exports wfaidi 
i/tonld necessary arise from the additional stimidos 
whic^ ff^uld be given to the industry of the Hbtteirto£sy 

j^ 1 Q^f^ ihpM9<Mad« i^e jwmber Ukw herev ia not^ pf rh^stequal Iftp 
ih^e'Vupfb^r; of Ha^tei>tots pn the bookS| of tbe 9eth^^<^rpjiv^^u. 
tioi^ including those among the farmers ; but it must considerably 
exceed'the^niimber of the actual consumers. Add to tfce BTottentots 
thedthl^f tk^ifes^of thefhatives Withiii the colbny,* and the argtiMetit • 
i¥ffl;J>eAi'tfter dtieiigthsiied. ;i ' : i mi-.i-j , 
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by the increase of their artificial wants. By a craopa^ 
rison of the terms of the contract already mentioned in 
page 223^ by which the Hottentots oi Bethelsdorp in^ 
dertook, in 1822, the transport of the government stores 
from Algoa Bay to Graham's Town, with the prices 
formerly given to the farmers for that SOTvioe, it will 
be found that the Hottentots having this contract, fur- 
nished a net saving to government of 11,175 rix-dol- 
lars in six months. 

Some of the evil eflFects of the existing system have 
been strikingly exemplified since the arrival of the Eng«- 
lish settlers in the colony. On many accounts it is the 
obvious policy of government to encourage firee labour- 
ers ; but free labourers can have no encouragement while 
tibe Hottentots are compelled to serve at such reduced 
wages. Hacksmiths and carpenters may find a retam 
for their labour in the existing state of things ; but the 
local authorities of the districts and their friends will 
not give a suflBcient remuneration to the free labourer, 
while they can compel the Hottentots to serve them for 
a trifle. On this very principle, the landdrosts of Gra- 
ham's Town have, for years past, been in the habit of 
ordering Hottentots from Theopolis^ on what is called 
government service, while the poor i^ttlers were in want 
of encouragement, in Albany, wandering over the coun- 
try in quest of bread, or taking refuge in Cape Town. 

To allow the Hottentot the power of carrying bis 
labour to the best market, is one of the first steps ne- 
cessary in attempting to elevate the character of the 
coloured population, to undermine the system of slavery, 
to encourage the increase of free labourers, and give a 
healthy stimulus to the industry of the colony. 

These are but a few out of many instances whi(^ 
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miglit be adduced^ in support of the principle which 
furnishes the basis of our present reasonings ; but the 
principle itself is so evident to goitlemen at all ac- 
quainted with the principles of political economy, as 
scarcely to require illustration. 

It is obvious that, while the Hottentots remain in 
their present degraded and wretched state, their con- 
dition must have a depressing influence on the industry 
and morals of all ranks of the inhabitants ; but by 
elevating them above their present level, the whole 
colony will be elevated along with them. The legisla* 
tive enactment which converts any portion of men into 
slaves, reduces the masters to the condition of tyrants ; 
and the law which breaks the chains of slavery, and 
tak^ the whip from the hand of the master, does as 
much for the improvement of the one, as it does for the 
comfort of the other. 

To what does England owe the subversion of the 
feudal system, and its high rank among the nations of 
the world, but to the emancipation and elevation of its 
peasantry ? Every one acquainted with the ancient state 
of England, and with the condition of the Hottentots, 
must be aware, that no just comparison can be instituted 
between our peasantry under the feudal system, and the 
present state of the Hottentots. But, lest this incidaaital 
allusion should be seized by interested individuals, for 
purposes inimical to the cause of the aborigines of South 
Africa, I shall be excused for making a few remarks on 
the subject 

The ancient feudal government, as it existed in Great 
Britain in former times, and, still more, as it was seen 
in the Highlands of Scotland till a late period, had much 
in it of the patriarchal character. The chief, in the 
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midst of his people^ was brought to regard them as his 
kinsmen ; and^ in his relation to them^ be sustained the 
complicated characters of their jui%e^ their protector, 
tbdr leader ; and they, in return, regarded him witii a 
proud and even a filial reverence. 

We look in vain for any of the advantages of this 
form of government in South Africa. The Hottentots 
are not sufficiently numerous to inspire those that rule 
over them with fear. They have riot the advantages 
enjoyed by a numerous tribe, even when sufeject to a 
tyrant-^their oppressors are more numerous than they 
themselves are*. TTie peasantry of England, in the 
feudal times, whatever might be their condition a» indi- 
viduals, had all the importance derived from numbers 
end strength. On this principle, their iAneh found it 
necessary to cultivate their love and esteem ; and even, 
when those chiefs at any time sacrificed their true inte* 
rests to the rapacity of their dispositions, there was sttU 
some motive left to industry. 

The peasant knew that, if he could conceal himself 

* Any objection to the freedom of the Hottentots* arising from 
^ apprehension of danger to the colony, is too ludicrous to deserve 
a serious answer.' There is no class of people in that colony on 
whose loyalty more dependence can be placed. The boors have 
been in rebellion, and the slaves have been in a state of insurrection; 
and both have been put down by the Hottentots. The farmers may 
again be in rebellion, and the slaves may again be in a state of in- 
surrection ; but from the Hottentots such a danger is not likely to 
arise. Independently of the condition of the Hottentots, the very 
elements composing the Hottentot character are sufficient securities 
against the probability of any bad consequences arising from the act 
which confers upon that injured people their just rights. . There is a 
mildness in the character of the Hottentots — a hereditary reverence 
for authority — a kind of constitutional loyalty, that furnishes suffi- 
cient secmity for their fidelit y. 
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for one twely^aaonth from his feud^ Ibrd^ he HigM 
esjoy his eionings in a state of freedomi. The HotteQtot 
has lio city of refuge provided for him. 

I advance to meet the abettors of the present system 
upon their own grounds* For argument's sake, I shall 
allow the Hottentots to be as idle and as worthless 
us th^> from selfish principles, represent them ; but I 
maintain that these evils arise out of their condition ; 
and that it is preposterous — that it argues a total igno* 
ranee of human nature, or some straqge obliquity of 
mhftd> to suppose that the people can be industrious 
without a single motive to industry. I am happy to 
avail myself of the support of a great name on this 
question :— 

'^ Order and good government,'* says Dr. Adam 
$mith> *^ and along \yith tjiem the liberfy and security 
of individuals, were in this manner established in cities, 
at a time when the occupiers of land in the country 
were exposed to every sort of violence. But men in 
this defenceless state naturally content themselves with 
their necessary subsistence ; because to acquire more 
might only tempt the injustice of their oppressors. On 
the contrary, when they are secure of enjoying the 
fruits of their industry, they naturally exert it to better 
their condition, and to acquire not only the necessaries, 
but the conveniencies and elegancies of life. 

^^ That industry, therefore, which aims at something 
more than necessary subsistence, was established in 
^ties long before it was commonly practised by the 
occupiers of land in the country. If, in the hands of a 
poor cultivator, oppressed with the sen itade of vil- 
lainage, some little stock should accumulate, he would 
naturally conceal it with great care Irom his master, to 
whom it would otherwise have belouged^ and take the 

Vol. L • 2 B 
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first oppertunfty of running away to a town. The law 
was^ at that time, so indulgent to the inhabitants of 
towns^ and so desirous of diminishing the authority of 
the lords over those of the country, that if he could con- 
ceal himself there, from the pursuit of his lord, for a 
year, he was free for ever. Whatever stock, therefore, 
accumulated in the hands of the industrious part of the 
inhabitants of the country, naturally took refiige in cities, 
as the only sanctuaries in which it could be secure to 
the person that acquired it." 

In conformity with the plan proposed in this artide^ 
I submit, with deference, a few observations on the 
views of the colonial government, as they are unfolded 
in the letter of Sir John Cradock, (now Lord Howden), 
to Mr. GampbeU *. It is observed in his Excellency's 
letter, ^* that the disinclination to increase, or even mmn- 
tain the [missionary] institutions already established in 
this colony, is^ almost universal ; and tiiat the general 
^arm and outcry is, that if they are permitted to enlarge 
or disseminate, the most fatal injury will ensue to the 
agriculture and sustenance of the community." 

It is obvious that this almost universal disinclination 
and general alarm arise simply from this, that every 
Ismddrost, heemraad, farmer, and, in fact^ master of 
every description, whether English or Dutch, is naturally 
desirous of obtaining servants at a cheap rate. Tliis 
desire being, therefore, universal on the part of mas- 
ters, the outcry is, of course, general ; and, since 
these institutions are supposed to prevent masters from 
obtaining' so many, and such cheap servants, as they 
ottierwise would, they are thus necessarily the objectis 
of dislike. J apprehend, however, that his Excellency, 

* See Appendix, No, IV. ^ * 
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when making' use of the terms '^ universal*' arid ^^g«ne» 
ral/' had reference solely to the opinion of landdrosts^ 
and farmers, and other masters ; and not to that of ihe 
servants^ who might be equally competent judges of the 
advantages of the institution. 

If the above be a correct view of the case, we 
come, I think, fitirly to this conclusion ; that the uni-> 
versality of the outcry against the institutions, on the 
part of masters^ certainly affords no arguments whatever 
against, but, I should infer, rather in favour of the in- 
stitutions, because it, in some measure, proves that these 
institutions did afford some protection to the servants 
against the exactions of their masters. It is also ob- 
served in his Excellency's letter, ^^ that if the labours 
in the field at the proper season of the year are not 
cheerfully accorded to all the surrounding farmers," &c. 
On this I would remark, that if it be a fact that there 
is a scarcity of labour, it is beyond the possibility of an 
institution, in whatever way conducted, to afford labourers 
to all. But in point of fact, the missionary institutions, 
so far from operating as a disadvantage to the farmers, 
have proved of the greatest service to the neighbouri- 
hoods in which they are situated. While they have 
elevated the characters of the Hottentots and raised 
their value as servants, the accommodation they have 
furnished to the farmers in their vicinity have consider- 
ably raised the value of their lands. In illustration of 
this subject, I am happy to avail myself of the autho* 
rity of the Commissioners of Inquiry. Referring to the 
Hottentots at our missionary institutions, they remark: — 
*^ Their services, in harvest-time, have thus been found 
more valuable to the neighbouring farmers, than where 
whole families subsist throughout the year as indigent 

2 B 2 



372 CIVIL AND POLITICAL LIBEHTY 

retmners." What/ then, may I be permitted to sisk^ 
would^ under these circumstances, appear io be the line 
of policy most beneficial to the colony ? May Inot ^sty; 
fliat il is cleurly the interest of govemnient not to listen 
to tlie clamour of those who may, unfortunately for 
themselves, have been amongst the number of masters 
who, in consequence of the paucity of labourers, have 
not procured so many servants as they might desire ; 
hut to pi otect and cherish all well-conducted insfitntions, 
and thereby induce the labourers to increase their num- 
ber ? Any government conducted upon enlightened ^nd 
liberal principles will not assist one class of its subjects 
in depressing another, but, passing by all distinctions 
arising from the arrogant pretensions of such as may 
wish to have exclusive privileges, or a chartered mono- 
poly of the flesh and bones of any part of their fello^vf- 
creatures, will take its stand on the broad principles of 
truth and justice, and will, from this eminence, holdout 
it^ incentives to virtue only, and its discouragements to 
vice. Make the Hottentots free, and give them kfah' 
price for their labour, their masters will have double ttfe 
work that they obtain at present, and this ihcreasl^^tof 
value to their masters will treble their value to tile 
state. It may be safely affirmed that the Hdttentots 
who reside at the institutions, generally speakinjg-, cfo 
'more than double the work that is done by those' wHo 
are constantly among the farmers. I have ih' my eye, 
at this moment, a farm on which the proprietor keeps 
forty slaves and thirty Hottentots, and no one, i^lib is 
acquainted with farming, a.^ it is carried 6t1 in Rhgfeild, 
would hesitate to siay that all the labour of this farrtrfcoWd 
be effected by twenty English servantiS. It is aflbit^ 
^at one Englishman willdo more than twice flib^tlHc 
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of pi^ft jlrbhms^nJn ]ai9 own country^ aud that the latter 
^iJl (Jq twice the work in England he w^s iii the habit 
oJf dqiflgiin Ireland. To what are we to attribute this 
9haQge but to a difference of circumstances ? In Eiig- 
J^djj the labourer has a sufficiency of wages to procure 
the nourishment required to support the physical strength 
lijecessary to hard labour; and he has the fruits of his 
industry secured to him. In Ireland, those advantag;es^ 
which are the very sinews of industry, aie denied. 
. , While the following passage fiom Malthus exhibits^ in 
j^. condensed form^the substance of all the arguments 
iX)ntained in this article, it accountsj at tlie same time^ 
fyr the real cause of the degradation of the Hottentots^ 
^tn4 points to the only means by wluch they can be ele-- 
^yate^ ioi the scale of being, and rendered more useful to 
^ijj^^isHe: 1 . 

* ^^Of all the causes," observes that able and dii^- 
^tinguished writer, ^^ which tend to generate prqden- 
tial h£ibits araoi^ the lower classes of society, the 
jipp^t essential is^^ unquestionably, civil liberty.'* ^^ No 
pl^ople can be, much accustomed to form plans for 
|]the future, who do not feel assured that their indus- 
trious jexertions, while fair and honourable, will be 
^Uowedfto have free scope, and that the property 
,they either ppssess or may acquire, will be secured 
tp^ them by a known code of laws impartially admi* 
nist^^; but it has been found by experience, th?^t 
,dyil liberty cannot be secured without political liberty^ 
^copp^quentily political liberty becomes almost equally 
es^tial ; ^god- in addition to its being necessary in 
tihj^ P9int^9f vie.w, ite obvious tendency to teach the 
iJpwQr clai^fes of society to lespect themselvQSj by 
..fttjfeipg tbp i higgler classes to respecjt them^ ujiu^ 
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cdntribute greatly to aid all the good effects of dtil 
liberty." 

It is in the netxt place observed in Lord Howden'g 
letter :— *^ If idleness is allowed to prerail/* &c. On 
this I shall only remark^ that it is an ntter impossibility^ 
that^ under the present system of colonial legislation^ 
this class of men should be otherwise than idle^ since 
they are but just emerging from the indolent Imbits of 
a nomade life^ with a taste still to be formed for the 
deo^ftcies of life* Yet we have no reason to fear the 
most impartial scrutiny^ nor to shrink from a compar 
riaon of the Hottentots at the Missionary Institutions^ 
with those among the Boors. Let the Hottentots of 
Uitenhage be compared with those of Graaff-Reinet and 
Somerset. The contrast between them it so great, that 
an officer of the Cape regiment lately apologized fco* 
taking a greater proportion of Hottentots from Bethels- 
doip than the numbers belon^ng to the institution 
justified^ by affirming that they were a different class of 
beings — ^that the Bethelsdorp Hottentots becan^ excel- 
lent soldiers with very little trainings while they could 
scarcely make anything of those they got from Graaff- 
Reinet and Somerset. There is certainly^ beyond com- 
parison^ more industry among the Hottaitots at our 
institutions^ tiian among those with the farmers. The 
missionaries have proofs of this every day, in the diflB- 
onlties they find in getting such as may have been 
mostly among the farmers to labour at the institutions. 
This differ^ice of character is easily accounted for. 
The Hottentots at the institutions, notwithstanding their 
oppressed condition, have stimulants to exertion whidi 
the Hottentots with the Boors do not possess ; for what 
hafct the Uottentc^ of the colony, not attfiu)ked to the 
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hidustry ? For instance^ can they acquire property ? — it 
is impossible I Robbed of their country^ they lo^ even 
incapacitated from holding land in it; the oilly property 
tbey am known ^v^i in appesu^nce to possess^ is Datde^ 
and for this they have no security^ because they hav^ 
no option alkwed but that of ch^ging a master. Oft 
the other hand^ the Hottentots attached to the institu- 
tions have some motives to industry ; they have some 
security^ that ttiey shall 6njoy the property they may 
acquire^ and^ therefore^ they are more industrious^ 
But in the degree that they are deprived of foil security 
of prop«iy wad civil liberty, it may be confidently 
asserted that the Hottentots will remain less industriotis 
and less serviceable to the community ; and it is evident 
that no ^^rtion of the missionaries, by instruction or 
elLamplOy can ever overcome, though they may slightly 
check, that efibd: wMch the ^sabiUties> under which 
even the Hottentots at our institutions are still placed^ 
have in generating habits of indolence and improvi^ 
denoe. 

In proceeding t^ famine farther Lord Howden's 
nsmarks^ we meet this statement of the tiews of govern- 
ments— ^^ It would seem very injudicious to dlot atty 
considerable portion of land to those institutionsi that 
wotdd render them incfepeiident of connections with 
their neighbours^ auid allow them to look upon all around 
tiiem with indifference ;" and it is then subsequently 
s^ded^ that ^^ by the practice of • trades and handi^ 
crafts/ they would acquire money^ and have the taeans 
to purchase not only subsistence, but the decent com- 
forts of life." Tte former and latter part df these state- 
lAents of ^ views of governments appear to me in 
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dir^ (]{ip0(Bitioa. First ofall^ it is stated, tbat^ovfl hk 
mt U> b^< allotted to the. Hottentots^ but 4»till tbey w». 
ia b(e aticouraged to engage in trsides and faandkerafis^ 
Npw it is wdl known. that the only property a Hotten*^ 
tot^on &rBi joining-. an institution^ ciui value^or evenl 
d^sire^ is C9.ttle^ and that^ of course^ he can only have 
by possessing land ; if the government* therefore^ deem 
i\ ii^udiqiouB to allot any land to Hottentots^ excepting' 
for the sufqport of the more aged and infirm^ how is a 
i»ii?sionary to ex/oite that Hc^tentot to exertion? To- 
give, hli)[i instruction in a trade is> in a great deigarae^^ 
hopi^lej^^. for what is the motive that would urge him 
to industry in this trade^ even if the infiu^M^of^tbe 
mi^onary should indium him to acquire it? It cmi be^ 
of ,c(Kuc9^ tbe possession c^ property only ; inod \» ca^f r 
not have, at firsts any views or ideas of properjtyy exo^f 
asi.Bonneoted with cattle, or land. and water, hy^ioh 
he ttMght support thei«u In taWng away^ifaere^fove/ 
tVis isprii^g of. action* this .gmnd motive to industry^ thei 
acquisition, of landed property ^id cattle^ we<may trace 
the almost insuperable difficulties^ which the id^ooa^; 
lies have experienced in their exertions to overcome^ in 
an extensive degree, the indolent habits of the people ; 
and hence it is that the government haveftiettiselves 
cbfea^ theijr intention^ of ^dbeouragirig. idleness^ of in- 
duping the Hottentots tapractiserhandieraftsaindtrkdes^/ 
aiid. of rearing- a ai^ly^rfJdbouters* .. : ». ! , 

Tfh^. woent spring of induatiiyimpMed-ta.tUe.HotH. 
teQtptsatour.mji^siQnary institutiposwitiiin tbe ookoayy. 
fumi^es no objection to this ftrgmmeat When* it da ^ 
repoUe^tted thatitb^ exertions iwepe groatly' istifm ulate A ? 
by ther hppe imparted to them> that they wodld iddjaway 
Miitbiwiol^eptioqa oftlKk.enemiesitQiaiijamdbiaaticpi ; 
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ef tii^^ec^dition, aiid render the British government 
pt^itioas to 'their claims> the improvements which 
ha^'been d^oribed give additional foree to the rea- 
sons we have employed on this part of our snhjeet. It 
has been successfully shown by all the experiments 
which have been made in South Africa, that the Hot- 
tentots arei as capable of being excited to industry as 
any other class of people^ when ihey have Ae prospect 
of procuring, by the fruits of their labour, the objects 
of desire ; and the mote nearly these objects ai-e placed 
wfthifl their readi, the more we elevate their characters, 
increase their value to the government^ artd facilitate 
ihe improvement of the colony. 

L«t it should be allied that the cdoftial govern- 
ment k dealt unfairly with in giving the sentim^oits of an 
iiKt^iduaU however distingnished, as an illustration c^ 
the ioture of the colonial system, we subjoin the fol- 
lowing Mter from Eari Bathurst to his Excellency 
Lord Charles Somerset. The occasion of this lettei" 
hasi been already explained in the Theopolis case. (See 
pe^®70;) * : 

*; '•- " ■ - 

" Dovming StreHy London, Oct 12, X825t 

'^^ MjY Lord, 

^' I have the. honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
y^ur 'ExoeUendy's dispatch of the 12th of July Jiast, in- 
closing a communication from the liinddroi^ c^ Albany, 
in which it^ is sti^edted that a stnp of land situated 
b^s^^en the missionary establishment at TheojM^lis aind 
the 4at©'lieut.-Gplonel Eraser's' estate, ttiight be given 
t6 that hn^tqlioii ; and I have to acqviaint your Excel- 
lopfioyi tbM/ if the/ nkisBionaries shotdd be willipg to ac- 
cfqptijaigiiant^^hcs knd in question, upon^oondition 
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of not fbrttier extending their possessions^ by purchase 
or otherwise^ without the leave of your Enoellmoy's 
government^ I shall be prepared to sanction ^ gnai 
of this land to them. 

*^ I have the honour to be> 
'' My Lord, 
*^ Your Excellency's most obedient^ 
*^ humble servant^ 

iSign^ '< BaTHURST." 

In tlus letter we have the origin of our colonial po^ 
ti$y. The most ignorant and selfish of the boors repre^ 
sent to the landdrost ths^t it would not be good for the 
colony that the Hottentots should be allowed to pur- 
chase land ; the landdrost adopts tiieir sentiments, and 
transmits tiiem to the governor; the governor pj^ 
sents them to his Majesty's Secretary for the Cdonies ; 
his Majesty's Principal Secretary for tl^ Colonies sup- 
poses, as the recommendation, comes from ihe land^ 
drost, and is approved by the governor, it musl be 
deserving of the sanction of his Majesty's govemmeirt ; 
and thus it becomes a part of the colonial policy. It 
is melancholy to observe how Superior minds in this 
manner become the dupes of the most vulgar pre- 
judices. 

We talk much, in the present day, of the light which 
philosophy has thrown upon all subjects connected widi 
the progress of civil society and gt^vernmen* ; but, 
surely, things might have gone on in this way if Adam 
Smith, Fergusson, Maltbus^ Ricardo, &o., had never 
blotted paper. How foreign the partiality of this policTf 
to the principles of the British oonstitntion ; and, ftir- 
ther, how impcditiol What can a cfegraded race of 
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labourers be but worthless membei^ of Ike eomiAtk- 
nity? How total a forgetfulness is here evinced of, 
probably, the best known truth respecting" society, — 
that the strength, the welfare of a country is mainly 
dependent on the character and habits of its labouring 
classes ! 

Any fears arising from any sudden change of property 
which may be hurtful to the interests of the colony, 
from adopting the measures recommended in the pre- 
ceding chapter, are without the slightest foundation* 
No sudden alteration in the landed property of the 
country is to be apprehended from this source. Under 
the most favourable circumstances the great body of 
the Hottentots cannot be in any other condition than 
that of labourers for centuries to come. Individuals 
among the Hottentots, under a more genial system, 
may, in thirty or forty years, rise to possess little farms, 
and they may be able to leave the property acquired by 
their industry to their children : but no one acquainted 
with the state of property in Europe can for a moment 
imagine, that any fears of this nature should paralyse 
the hand of government, so as to make it withhold 
from the Hottentots their natural rights. It would be 
sufficiently ridiculous for any one to propose to the 
British Parliament that it should pass an act disquali- 
fying the weavers of Manchester or Glasgow from hold- 
ing land, lest they should dispossess the present landed 
proprietors and the nobility, and engross to themselves 
the wealth and honours of the country. In free conn- 
tries you may see individuals rising from humble con- 
ditions to possess property ; and you may find among 
our nobility individuals whose great-grandfathers were 
mechanics: but such instaiices are extremely rare; 
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and it will be allowed that En^and owes much of its 
industry and its glory as a country to the laws which 
secure the poor against the oppressions of the lich^ 
and which leave ihe immunities and honours of the 
state open to fair and honourable competition. 
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CHAPTER XIX, 

Appeal to the British Government, claiming for the Aborigines of 
South Africa, liberal Institutions, and just Laws. — Evil effects of 
uncontrolled Power on the character of those invested with it- 
Advantages resulting to a country from an impartial Administra- 
tion of Justice. — ^New Courts of Justice at the Cape. — ^Their 
defects as regards the Aborigines. — Advantages which would 

. result to the Colonists generally from the elevation of the Hotten- 
tot race. — Remarks of the Commissioners of Inquiry on the Con- 
dition of the Coloured Population, — The British Government 
more deeply implicated than the Dutch in the oppression of the 
Natives of South Africa. — Liberal views of Governor Janssens in 
regard to the Hottentots.^^The Hottentots acknowledged by the 
British Government and by the Colonial Authorities to be *' a 
free people." — ^Appeal to British Justice and Humanity in their 
behalf. 

If the British goverament would contribute eflFectually 
to the prosperity of South Africa^, let them at last do 
justice to the aborigines of the country^ by imparting 
to them liberal institutions, and just and equal laws. 

Bad laws generate bad morals^ and good laws gene- 
rate good morals^ on the same principle that every 
plapt produces its own species ; and there is no greater 
obstruction to the improvement of a people, than bad 
laws in the hands of men who only think of employing 
them to enrich themselves at the expense of those 
whom they oppress. 

Whilst the laws, the institutions, and customs of a 
country are th^est indices to its genius and character, by 
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the permanent influence which they exercise over both^ 
we are justified in regarding them as the great arbiters 
of its morals and destiny. While equitable laws and 
their impartial administration elevate the standard of 
morals^ raise the tone of thinking, exalt the character 
of a country, and increase the patriotism of a people^ 
they generate the principles and love of justice in the 
heart of a great and effective part of the population. 
Could we analyze the human mind, and resolve it into 
its component parts, we might find ihe decisions of our 
courts of justice at home occupying no inconsiderable 
place among the elements formmg our national cha- 
racter. It is absurd to talk of patriotism in a country 
where men are slaves, or to expect truth and equity 
among the generality of a people, if they are not em- 
bodied in the institutions of a country, and in the cha- 
racter and decisions of its judges. 

Agriculture and commerce can never flourish, unless 
private property is respected, and the laws which guard 
the possessions of individuals are the first principles (rf 
industry: 

Where all the avenues to preferment are dbsed, 
where there is no prize to ambition, and the mind is 
without wholesome stimulants, there can be no energy 
in the national character. IHffi^ent degrees of rank 
and office are necessary in all well -constituted socie«- 
ties ; but laws, which are made for favouring one part 
of the community, and depressing another, give rise to, 
and increase those moral obliquities which destroy the 
proportion and inar the face of society. Those invi* 
dious distinctions, by which one class of men are en* 
abled io trample' upon another, give rise to pride, arro- 
gance, and an cq[>pressive spirit in the privileged order. 
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while they repress eveiy thing noble and praiseworthy 
in the oppressed. Where the privileged class is but a 
fratctional part of the community, the evil is partial in 
its operation ; but when that class includes all the pro* 
prietors of the soil, the farmers, and the merchants, so- 
ciety is divided into two classes exhibiting all the modi^ 
ficid:ions of vice aiising out of that unnatural condition. 

The secluded condition of the greater part of the 
South African farmers, the power thrown into their 
hands by tiie weakness of government, their situaticm 
in the midst of a population of slaves and Hottentots 
over whom they can tyrannize without control, is as un- 
favourable to the civilization of the farmers themselves, 
as it is to the happiness and improvement of those 
under them. 

The establishment of law» forms an important era 
in the civilization of a people, and the statute which 
prevents the superior from oppressing or tyrannizing 
over his domestic, is as favourable to the humanity of 
the one, as it is to the happiness of the other. 

While it is now universally admitted that it is the 
natural tendency of the exercise of uncontrolled au- 
thority to harden the heart, extinguish the moral sense, 
and give birth to every species of crimes and calamities, 
it is evident that the wealthy part of the community are 
elevated on the scale of being by the effective legisla- 
tive enactments by which the poor are protected from 
oppression. The barbarizing effects of uncontrolled 
authority on minds in least danger of being corrupted 
by its influence, may be seen in every page of the his- 
tory of human nature, and is well illustrated in the in- 
valuable tract of Bishop Porteus on the effects of Chris* 
tismiiy on the temporal concerns of mwkind. After 
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having* portrayed with glowing indignation^ the horrid 
condition of Ihose in a state of servitude among the 
polished and civiUzed Greeks and Romans, we find 
the following judidous remark : 

*^ These are the effects which the possession of nnli- 
mited power over our species has actually produced, and 
which (unless counteracted and subdued by religious 
principle) it has always a natural tendency to produce, 
even in the most benevolent and best cultivated minds; 
When such is the gMeral effect, what must it be in a 
colony where the lower order of people are considered 
as inferior beings ?" 

It has been justly remarked, tjhat the noblest, Htd 
most elevated distinction of a country, is a fair admi- 
nistration of justice. Nothing can be done to improve? 
and to elevate a people, if the administration of justice 
is corrupt ; but to insure a pure administratioii of justice 
in a country, it must be accessible to all classes of the 
community. In a state of society where there is one 
law for the rich and another for the poor, and the sanc- 
tions of the law are borrowed to render the poor th6^ 
victims of oppression, moral distinctions are confoiJtoded, 
and the names of virtue and vice come to be regarded" 

as exchangeable terms*. 

•• . ... . . * 

* The following anecdote may be adduced as aniIIu^^tio& of IIh^ 
state of the aborigines in South Africa. Conversing one day 9^ 
the state of the Hottentots, with Sir John Truter, the late c^ef- 
justice ©f the colony of the Cape bf Oood Hope, Sir John exclaimed, 
•* Well, Dr. Philip, I nni now sitliji^ 011 the chair in which I have 
been first matle iicqiminted witli the state of ihc Hoitentots." '^ 

This observation was repeated in the hearing' of Mr. Priii^le, now 
secretary to the Anti-Slavery Society, who happened acddeutally lo 
enter the room at the moment ni which it was first made. It mual 
be obviou9 that, if the Hottentots had had any recogriized rjghta, their 
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Srfly, in his Memoirs, after having described the 
oorrupUoa aind profligacy of puUic men in France, at 
the time at which he was placed at the head of the 
finances; and after having described his success in 
Imng^g delinquents to justice, remarks, ^^ Mankind 
BOW began to give all those strokes of art the name that 
they deserved; and those unlawful gains, which so Icmg 
had impoverished France and enriched the officers of 
the revenue,- were treated mthout ceremony as robbery 
and rapine; and honesty began to show her head in a 
sanctuary where she had never resided befeire.*.'' 

The slave-trade was unpopular with many people in 
Elngland before the legislature declared it to be. piracy; 
hat no intelligent person will venture to affirm, thatthkt 
public tribute to justice and humanity did not increase 
the national abhorreaace against the detestable traffie 
thus stigmatized. The public are so accustomed to form 
thdir estimate of a crime by its success, or punishm^t» 
that they seldom view it through any other medium. 

I am happy to hear of the new ccmrt of justice which 
has been given to the. Cape colony. I expect much 
from the independence of the judges ; but, however 
qquitable the sentences of the judges may be, if the pro*- 
tection of the law is not extended to the coloured poputr 
lation their decisions can never impress upon the pub- 
He mind the immutable distinctions between right and 
wrong* 

While the adminisjtration of justice is confined to one 

actual condition could not have been unknown to a person who had, 
for many years successively, filled the first offices under the govern- 
ment of the Cape of Good Hope, and who had long been regarded 
as the first law authority of the colony, 

* Sully's Memoirs, vol. iv., page 106^ 
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pwticttlar olaas of the community oiily> however that 
ftdminbtration may be regarded for its equity^ it b 
laothing better than the equity of a party of Bedouin 
Arabsj who make an equal distribution of the spoil tl^y 
have tiJien from the unprot^ted caravan ; or the honour 
of hi^waymen^ who deal justly by each other^ while 
they combine to rob every defenceless traveller. The 
legislative enactment which breaks the chams c^ the 
oppressed aborigines^ and raises the standard of mondg 
m the colony^ will prove the most eflEsctual m^^ure 
which can be adopted to improve all classes of tibe com^ 
Biunity. 

If the existing invidious distinctbns^ whidi place &e 
natives in their present degraded state^ were removed^ 
the spring of industry which would be imparted, by ibis 
means, to the Hottentot nation^ would soon be felt as a 
powerful stimulus to exertion amcmg all classes of th« 
people and in every part of tl^ colony. While the 
farmers would be able to do the same quantity (^ 
work with half the number of hands they now keep 
about them^ the example of those Hottentots^ who 
might be rising to wealth and ind^end^ice^ would 
provoke to emulation the most indolent of the boors. 
While the boors of this colony are surrounded with so 
much idleness and wretchedness^ any attempt to elevate 
them will prove ineffectual ; and tiie plan recommended^ 
is the only one by which this idleness can be cured^ and 
this scene of wretchedness removed. The different 
members of a state have been beautifully represented 
by the members of the human body : it may be truly 
lE^id, if one member suffers, all the members of the body 
suffer ; and, if one member is diseased^ all the body is 
affected by its sympa^y with this particular mem W, 



HOTTENTOTS HAVE NO MOTrVEg TO HWDSTRY. SffT 

In alkision to tins figure^ the Hottentots may be callecl 
the feet ; but I may be allowed to ask the question^-^if 
the feet are in a state of mortification, what becomes of 
the health of the body ? Can the sons of a fanner be 
mdttstrious — can his daughters be uncontaminated— can 
his house be dean, or can it be any thing but filthy-— 
and can the state of his family be any thing but disgust- 
ing^ while be continues surrounded witii a naked^ filthy, 
and degraded race of human beings ? The filtib and 
indolence of the Hottentots have become proverbial ; 
bat these^ like tiie other vices of which they have been 
accused^ arise out of their situation. When a people 
are oppressed^ and miserably poor^ they are invariably 
a degraded people; and indolence and filth are the in« 
separable attendants of dejection. 

The Hottentots, generally speaking, have no motives 
to indttsti^ : the lawfiil fimits of their labour are not 
secured to them ; they are robbed, and cheated, and 
oppressed, in every possible way ; and the filthiness of 
their huts and persons are no more than the natural 
consequences arising from the state of mental depression 
m which tibey are held. Cheerfulness and cleanliness 
are much wore nearly allied than is generally imagined; 
and the Hottentots at our institutions, who have acquired 
some property, and have been enabled to build for them- 
^Ves good houses, are quite as cleanly in their persons 
and in then- houses as the colonists in general. While 
the elevaiioh of the Hottentots to their just rights would 
be of the most essential service to the families of the 
farmers in general, it would have the most beneficial 
eiBects upon the industry and resources of the colony at 
large. By the elevation of the labouring classes, respect 
is ocMaliafredupo&labmir : it is stripped ofi:he degrading 

2 C2 
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jjMWOWitioDS ^QOQ^cted with it while p9rfi>rmed by s^ntves 
.^y ; and such a change in the sentiments of the cola- 
3mk mvisfc be followed by the happiest effects pn^ their 
io^^Hfttrgr. When the Hott^itote are raised to ih^ rafik 
. of free mmt in lieu of lazy siqperiniendents^ eng^^i 
in active e^sertion^ for a few days at the seasall^ of sow- 
^, a&4 n^ping^ or in hunting excursions, the colonists 
4)i4 theif ^miUes^ like their industrious ancestors^ will 
shortly be converted into useful farmers. The geaei^ 
iKnu^e of* daily occupation throiighout the colony — of 
Idling 9nt to a few wretched Hotteatotatodo all th^ 
I^i4l7^,whieh h so dten noticed to the displace of the 
i^ql(VUsts»^ ,wiU gradoally be exchanged |br those habjito 
%fUfhich the several members of the colonial farm^^ 
^myKiei^.wiU beindustri£)u^e»|>lpyedinaUthe laboui::^ 
d'.thefwfla. .;./ 

r I haif6b in a former passage^ shown^ that the oppr^ 
m/»' of the Hottentots have been greatly increaaedi 
»j, -p^mgoqaiWiee ofrthe abohtion of the fordgn ^la^r 
trader. -^d it is evidwt^ from the mpid . incl^^as^ 
Qflrthe colonial population^ and the natm^l Tie^uh of 
^h^iineroa^, an increasing demaqd forfl^boureiis^ thi^ 
^ fCQBditian; ^f that unforiwate people ii||t»8t.!?very 
day gQtjWorse, unless their chains are speedily m^ 
e^rjdy broken^ and they are put in posses^pof th? 
Ifl^i^gs of freedom as well as ti*e nawe- While .tb? 
Pfps^ttt system oontinuesy it is in vain to hope' Iqi^^A? 
i^i^o^i^^e^t ia the character of ti^ Hottepto^^ in ih? 
JW0r»Js>4)fi the booia, or in jfehe social h^iWts |0f tl^fjr 
|i|ifia^)i@9* . Th€i pi^ailiar yioes of ajl r^inks pf Id^e ^v^^ 
tants are the vices of the system ; and,;thQugh<th^rOi?^ 
jsjurvitp >A, th^. qB^nnol; be expaoted, tpj die. Wofi? pit.* 
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ceding pages of this volume in relation to thci o|))^esS€ld 
state of the natives, and of my reasonings 6tt the ite- 
^)olicy of retaining them in their present coricfitiotf, f am 
happy to avail myself of the foHowing extracts from *the 
Report of his Majesty's Commissioner^ of Ihquity.* * * 

*- In the case of the coloured classes, whether Hot- 
tentots or negroes, we regret to observe that the r«te 
of their remuneration has been generally Vety ihad^* 
^uate throughout the colony. '^ 

^^The prize negroes indentured for fourteen year« 
may, in general, be considered to be as greAt 4 SotiWe 
of profit to their masters as slaves, and the tinAiead^^ 
vantage that has been confirmed to the masters '^by 
law of claiming the gratuitous services of the^'childrlfeA 
of prize negresses, from the age of five to dghteeii 
years, has tended, in many instances, to'pefjpetuate 
the' iivAntkges that have been derivecJ from 4hfe s^vi- 
ikdB of this class. It has been customary wi<it rttktif 
persons holding indentures to hire out the feA>6<ir6f priztt 
ftegrfesses in the same manner as that of the i^ves;' - 
1 ' ^^ Hie Hottentots contracted in the servi<ie bf tti^ 
h6€hrs are chiefly resident in the eastern province. They 
are' tisbally engaged upon very low wage», and lift- 
iained in a condition very unfavourable to tlieir ifti* 
l^ovfetrient. From weakness of constitatiibfl they are 
^arehy fit for the labours of agriculture; but-tteir 
to6Wledge Of the country, and ttieir pastoral^ haWtsi 
render them extremely useful to the boom in.flie capa- 
ttty of herdsmen; and the satee observatidn'is kppli^ 
oaibleto BoBjesmen, who are in the sertioe bf the bc^ 
in^ttiefhotitier districts. ■ \ -" ' 

^^ The mrx^d rdce, who are the (iflSpriti^ ^ the 06^ 
tortfefe'by^H^ftaitbt mothers^ labbifer tinfd» «e 4me 
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dbadvantages^ which have led to setdements being 
fonned by them beyond the confines of the colony and 
the ii^uence of the boors. 

^^ In considering the advantages derived from tha 
gratuitous services of prize negroes, and those that 
equally result to the grazier from the employment of 
Hottentots and of other native classes, without trouble to 
themselves or adequate remuneration to their servants, 
we think that, in both cases, the servant-tax of tea 
shillings may be equitably imposed ; and if a greater 
degree of protection should be given to the int^sts of 
those classes, and should lead to their acquirement of 
a higher reward for thdi* services until enabled to form 
establishments for themselves, the tax, as in the case 
of European servants, would naturally constitute a de*- 
dndion from the higher rate of wages which are readUy 
to be obtained where a free competition is encouraged, 
llie indolence of the Dutch farmers, induced by the 
employment of slaves in the more cultivated portions 
of the colony, and the facility with which they obtain 
Hottentots in the grazing districts, have proved a great 
obstacle to the improvement of the colony ; and, as the 
influx of European settlers has of late years afforded 
some examples to the colonists of more industrions 
habits, it may tend farther to call forth the industry of 
the boors to impose a tax on hired servants. Th© 
ordinary labours of agriculture may thus, in time, be 
performed by their own families, which are often nu*- 
merous, and a valuable accession would thus be gained 
to the productive classes throughout the colony, while 
the farmer would relieve himself from the operation of 
a tax on a class of servants who would still be available 
to Wm on extraordinary occasions. 
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^^ The law wliich hi^s compellad the Hottwtots to 
pater iato servioe, md has bestowed to the employer a 
right to the services of their children from eight to 
^^teen years of- age, if bora on their esta^tes^ has 
tended to retard the improvement of the HottentQtSj 
and the benefits to be derived to the qolony at large^ 
and to those districts in particular in which they ara 
settled in communities. Their services in harvest-tiw€f 
have thus been found more valuable to the neighboaring 
farmers than whm whole families i^ub^ throughout 
the year as indigent retainers. 

^* The transmission of mails has been ftcoelerated by the 
attention that has been paid to this otgect by the Briti«l| 
administrations, and by the increased remuneration that 
has been made to the post-holders on the eastern road ; 
but &e arrangement is very dde(^ve^ botii as it is remon 
ved frcHn the direct control of the post-maateiPrgeneral m 
Cape Town^ and as the persons employed to cany the 
mails (who are generally Hottentots) are very inade^ 
quately paid and [H'ovided by the boors^ being frequently 
oontracted to them for the performance of this veiy 
hborious duty for wages that^ in some instan^es^ have not 
exceeded two rix-doUars^ or thr^ shillings per month, 
and are compelled to ride with the mails^ in all seasons 
and at all hours^ wi& very little clothing. It has also 
be^i customary with some of the landdrosts to consider 
this employment of post-riders aa a public duty, which 
the Hottentots of the missionary institutions have been 
bound to render, and for the performance of which they 
have been required to relinquish other and more profit- 
able employment. In some instances they have beev 
required to perform this service gratuitously/' 

It is admitted by Hi3 Majesty's Cpmrnissioners^ in 
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ela«6es throughout the ookmy> inokuiUog the Hottentots^ 
the piize aegroes, the Ca&rsi the Beohuanas^^ .aud-tbe 
BfKshman^ have not an adequate remuneFatioii £»r thw 
labour; that the low wages on which th^ Meretaaml 
is a great source of pr^ to their employeis ; tfaatt at 
the mi«8ionary institotions^ Hotteoitots have been oom* 
petted io serve as post-riders, ibr which they hare rer 
ceived inadequate^ and sometimes no^ wages at all ; and 
that* to perform these services^ they have been required 
to x^quiah mope profitable employments ; that the 
kmywhi^ compels the Hottentots^ or other colourad 
people, ^ to eater into service^ has bestowed to the em^ 
ployerit right to the services of the children, from, eight 
to Qighteeuiyewa of age,, if bom on their e9tates; a&4 
they add^ in respect to this state (^ th'mgs, thatjt.h^ 
tended to retard the^improvement of the Hotl9atots>* and 
tho beneftt to be derived. to the odony ^at laigei aod to 
tho^eidistriota, in particular^ in which tibey are settled 
9^ cpntmun^esw It will be remark9d> th^t &e/qonee«r 
^ioos made in these extracts are aU <20nfiripat^iofij)iy 
s^t^m^ts, and. that they..are all favourable.^ the^^ur 
n^gtU^. now employed in favour ci* thi^ class rOf p^oplei ; 
, As ^an apology for the Ck)mmissioners, is^ noiti^aviiig 
entered more into detail on this subject, it is but iwto 
uti^i^,\ t^t thei extracts in questian nre taken rfr<Wti'the 
Jleports>on the administrMioft of tb€i-^g0v9iw«eirt,w4 
)Ebe finanpes x)f the colony ; = andappe^r as fif they^Wi 
^eqn iptrodwci^d in an incidental way only m xKMwecitiHi 
witl> tb«e sidyects. TbeigQKem»Qntiat»home4m8r4arf 
^?t thoqgWijfit t» p«bfcK ttfeeiif M LBepdrtfl/pft t^ 
coloured po|?i6Aation,i ? . On the i rewops. Iris^ rMn^^'b 
-gPYm^Pmtl way: Jha^. : f<xr tb^ bdckswav^as tiJuiwn^ ii^ 



fliis insftimje, I shall not liow s^e^jolate ; htA it is to be 
hoped, that flie Reports of the Commissioners on those 
subjects wai still be forthcoming, and that ttiey will be 
^ven to the public ad they came from ihe hai^s of the 
Gomraissionets. 

In the absence of those Reporte, which have been so 
long" Expected from the Coloniid office, aAd which are 
stai k^t back, we shall avail ourselves of the iwcts 
put into our hands by this document/ in the prosecu* 
tion ofihe object of our present kbows. Ihe pA*ofit^dt^ 
tod unjust monopoly of the labours of 'tfie. natkes, 
the compulsory service to which they are liable, and th^ 
cruel and desecrating regulations which give their em^ 
ployer a power over their offspring, are bete adnllttedi 
The law which has eompeUed tibe Hottentot to ente^ 
iftto ^service^ and has bestowed on the employer a right 
io "the services of the children, &c., is here «cog* 
^l^ed; aiid these admissions ^re acoompanied with ^ 
following important concession,— ^Tlat Aese oompul^ 
sorf laws have tended to retard the improvement of the 
Hottentots, and the benefits to be derived to the colony 
rtt 4»rgd^ a*d to those 'distriets, in particular, in which 
tb^y at^ ^tled in communities. In the same extracts 
Wemtiet with similar sentiments expressed hi another 
<brttt-: ^ ' -: ^ *' - ' ■-■' ' •...•..- ^ 

• Theindoleffce ttf Ihe Dutch fanners, induced by the 
fettipfefyttieflt of slaves, and the facility witti which fire j^ 
^>bt8rfn(6n, properly ^peakttig,c^ 
H^tetttots hi the ^graeing dfetricts, have pwved a g^reat 
totetadleto th^i' improvement of the colony. From! the 
greal^ prtfit J^^ich^ ^otonfets derive ftbrii the labour of 
H(rtte,nt6ts^and'ptt«eiM^ofe, the'G6w«nfe^ohelrS pro- 
po9Qr'thbt^j$^90iit^Aet^^ j^uldlbe^titipfes^ <MMdiH6b <tf 
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them^ to be paid by their employers. As the contm* 
akms in the itbove extracts^ describing the eondition of 
the coloured population^ af^ear to have been introduced 
for the purpose of showing the equity of the proposed 
tax, we have no right to suppose that this is the only 
remedy the Commissioners have proposed to his Ma- 
je^s government, (although it is the only one hinted 
at in this place,) or that they proposed anything more 
in it thim a t^nporary advants^e to the government, tUl 
such time as some legislative enactment should be pro^ 
mulgated to release them irom their cruel sufferings. 
His Majesty's Commbsioners could never for a mo^ 
ment suppose that the British government would sanei 
tion such a cruel monopoly of the services of the natives 
of South Afnea, that they might increase ike colonial 
revenue by a tax of ten shillings, levied upon the majH 
tefs» to allow them to compel Hottentots and priae 
negroes, &c. to serve them on their own tercMi. 

While I acquit the Commissbners of ever having 
wtertained such an opinion, I confess I aainot a li^ 
surprised at the doubt expressed by them ia the follow* 
ing clause of the sentence on which we are now com- 
menting :— ^^ If a greater degree of protection should 
be giv^i to the interests of those classes," &q. Could 
they, for a moment, be in doubt, whether the govera* 
ment at home would feel the slightest hesitation in 
promptly relieving the natives of South Africa from 
their cruel and unmerited oppressions ? To suppose 
such a thing possible would be to suppose the govern- 
ment at home in a much bwer state of degeneracy tbw 
the most selfish of the colonists. 

Though the colonists have poweirful miotives foir the 
continuance of this system, I have nev^ met one of 
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ftem who attempted to defend it, and few of them fvho 
have not acknowledged its injustice and cruelty ; but to 
suppose that the English government would permit suoh 
a system, when brought under their notice, would not 
only be to suppose that our statesmen could be wicked 
without motive, but, also, that they would be guilty of 
the egregious folly of extending their protection to a 
sy^m which had beeai proved, on the showing of the 
Commissioners of Inquiry, to be inimical to the best 
interests of the colony. Have not the Commissioners, 
in two passages of these short extracts, given it as th^ 
decided opinion, that the low rate of wa^es allowed to 
the natives, the compulsory service to which they are 
liable, and the manner in which the great ties of nature> 
between the natives and their children, are dissolved by 
the strong hand of the law, have retarded not only the 
improvement of the natives th^nselves, but also the 
improvement of the colony ? 

Although the weakness of the Dutch government 
might compel it to wink at the manner in which the 
Hottentots were oppressed by the colonists, that go- 
vernment was not so deeply implicai)ed in the oppr^k 
slons of that people as the English government has 
been. Under the old governra(a:i^t, a feeble protection 
was afibrded to the oppressed ; but, the oppressions at 
which the Dutch government connived have, under the 
English government, obtained the sanction of law; and 
that power, under which the Hottentots, at one time, 
had r^son to expect a greater degree of liberty, has 
only added to the number and weight of their chains. 
On this subject I am happy to avail myself of the foU 
losing extracts from the Reports of his Majesty's Com- 
missioners : — t^^ Upon the first surrend^ of the cc^on^ 
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to his Maj^^s arttis, in the year lT9i§^ thepo^tew trf* 
til© govemmeiyt that had been exerdsed by the'govfet^- 
nor and coondl "were vested in the British gdverrt^Ms 
albne ; and althoagh the general policy, by whieh ^ 
m^^asures of the Dutch East India Company had been 
regulated, underwent an immediate and very benefieiat 
change, yet tiie same formfs of administration were cott^ 
tinned until the colony was given up in the year 1808, 
to the government of the Batavianf republic, in purtMi*^ 
ance of the treaty of Amiens. In the month of MB[it;ti 
that year, a commissioner from the Batavian repubUti 
arrived 4n the colony, with full power to accept ttie 
tmnsiiwof ilfrom <feie English airtharities. In apWH 
damatioa dated 1st March, 1803, it w^ declared by 
kim>' ^Tha* theno^rth ttie colony of ^thel Gape of Qooi 

* Hope' was no longer to be dependent uponi4he^g6-l 
*i vemm^t at Batavia, or apon any c^itim^^nl body 
^whatever, but that the inhabitants were fe know rid 

* other government than that which the Batavian' peo^ 
^ple-haid chosen for themselves/" ' ^ » i 

^* The commissioner appears to have befeh invesdsi# 
wttb power of making new laws and regiitatioAs 'fot^ 
ttie administration and government of the' celooyjwhSdS^ 
wer^ puUished from time to time, ^md have acqtnije^ 
the force of law, although they Vrere not recog^ni^ed 
by the government of the Batavian republic, who,^?t 
seems, had reserved to themselves the rigirt't)f*ejttet- 
ing the regulations, and embodyiVigJ 'siich ^^ 'fhey apJ 
proved into a charter or eonstitution of go*vehiment'^^^'^ 

•^* Buflkient time had not elapsed before thefcajJtur^ 
6f the colony in the year 1«06, for 'thfe' pftrp*i*ati^ 6# 
such' ail aef, or its prorimlgation in tke ^It^ny J^ ^ feat^ilfe^ 
regulations that were framed and published by* th^ 
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^BHx^i^ipHetir daring' hi^residwce iiir4tr^*ApWvi$ibn* 
ally, ettforoed • by* Governor JanaseQ^^ « m^ , tbe. jooiiHal 
e?;^<jising ibe ejiectttive pcw?rs of the ^gQMerflWQnti 
embmqed Abe seveml departmepts, and ^peqiaUy 
^bf^ for the coUection and receipt; of reveaueith© 
^Mlmiiiistrntioa of justioe ; the dwti^ of the fiscal, then 
di^signibted' by the name of ^procurettr^general/ or 
^ attorney^ general;' the ecclesiastical fwotion^ and 
n^i^oip^l institutions in Cape Town^ and in the dis^ 
l^iot^. Although no positive enactment wr*s made 
public respectmg the question of slavei^^ i^ind Abe 
cmdition and treatment of slaves^ Hottentols^ and pieo- 
pfe of o0lour> yet oertain declarations aftd opii»ons(of 
the priijb$ip(d members of the goliiBmin6nt<i^emi*QQ0ffd? 
fd, foom w^ioh it is only just to fatfer fliat the mosl 
li^FoJi fvim^^' ( and intratk)n$ were^ ^nti^itained/ toipirfl^ 
t]bein, land that they would have been oarriedri»to effect 
* ^b^Qi^^ ttie , go vei^nment felt itself strong enmigh to' 
afiserttbem.^tbsuecess.'' r 

Previous to the surrender of the Qape- to^ tbe^Sng^ 
]|^^ tbi5 Hott^^iots had been cruelly tueated by the 
boors ,; bnlt -by the ^vernment which Ahen existedj, they 
\ip4 always; been, recogniaed as a free people in ita .prc^ 
(|^aiiftatiQns,;,atnd m as far as that govemmeiijt. itself 
^ai^iqoncemed they were> in many instance^^ tr^e^d aa 

tIn-^t,piQclap^oa,pf. Geiier^l . Janfifsens* of 1803^. 
haying) .-enl^ged^^pon- the demcH'Aliz^ effe<M; pf the 
mannp(l^,pf. the $laVfes jiflppn, the mind? pi ,th© yquth ia 
t]ii§,tff^ili^^ HQf tbevQjoIpni^ts^ h^. Wrongly urges^-them 
toi (i^b^^t^i L^i tbw, famili^Sj,/ totthave, qb^gfJ? ^ 
tlw^irjj^ildreniJu ihot'plm^r^Mtxve^yJr^ >we4 Uotr 

tggtot^ invi-iKiu^I i".s -.-,...-. .-:^i^ J...- -i^-.-lr^i 
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In the same year^ 1803, we have one deoLsdve fact^ 
in a proclamation of General Janssens^ which furnishes 
a contrast between the Dntdi and English gpovem- 
mentS) not much to the honour of our^ own country. 
In that year a disease had become prevalent in Cape 
Town, which required the interference and aid of go* 
Vemment. That the public might sustain as little loss 
as possible, a plan was proposed to assess the parties^ 
and to make them refund to the colonial treasury the 
money which had been expended in the means em^ 
ployed for their restoration to health. The Eur(^>eans 
were called upon to pay the expenses of Uieir own cure ; 
the masters of the slaves had to pay for their oure ; 
and the government bore the expense of the cure of 
the Hottentots; This last measure was determined 
Upon for this reason, that there was no method of 
compelhng the Hottentots to pay the expenses of 
their own cure, but by disposiug of them as ser« 
vants, a scheme which, it is stated^ was liable to many 
abuses, and contrary to the then acknowledged free- 
dom of the Hottentot people. Contrary to the piad 
which is now acted upon by the British govern^ 
ment, which consigns every Hottentot to prison who 
is without a pass, and keeps him there till a mas^ 
ter comes and pays the expenses charged for his miuii* 
tenance, prison-fees, and other items, &c., the gover- 
nor, having discharged the claims of the Hottentots 
on this occasion, ordered them to be conducted across 
the Salt River, to pursue their joumies to their re- 
spective tribes in the interior. 

The following extract from the instriK^tions to tl^ land* 
drost of the Cape district, in 1809, shows the views of 
tiie British government at that period oa this subject :~* 
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^^ The original natives of this country^ the Hotten- 
tots, must be considered and treated as a free people, 
who have a lawful abode in the colony^ and their persons 
and property, and possessions ought^ for that reason, to 
be protected, the same as those of other free people." 

In a pamphlet, published a few years ago, under the 
sanction of the British government, entitled. The State 
of the Nation, it is stated that *^ the labour of the 
district of Uitenhage is carried on hy free hired Hot- 
tentots." 

It being proposed to his Excellency Sir Rufane Don- 
kin, in 1820, at a public meeting of the English settlers 
lately arrived in South Africa, that the Hottentots at 
ITieopolis should be compelled to make roads in the 
^ew district of Albany for their convenience, the acting 
governor declared publicly that the Hottentots were a 
*^ free people;" and that the government had no more 
right to compel them to work for the settlers than it 
had to compel the settlers to work for the Hottentots. 

When Colonel Bird, the colonial secretary, was at 
Uitenhage, on his last journey into the interior of the 
eolony, the wife of a Dutch boor presented a complaint 
to him against Mr. Schmit, the Moravian missionary at 
Enon, chaining him with having refused to compel a 
Hottentot to hire himself to her. The complaint was 
preferred in the presence of the Rev. Mr. Hallbeck, 
Ihe superintendent of the Moravian missions in South 
Africa ; and, in answer to that complaint, the colonial 
secretary declared, in the presence of the above-named 
gentleman and others, that the authorities of the country 
bad no more right to compel the Hottentots to labour 
for the farmers, than they had to compel the farmers to 
serve the Hottentots^ 
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We have it, then, admitted by the prodamatkms of 
the colonial government, by the pamphlet to whidii we 
have referred, published under the sanction of the 
British government, and by the first authorities of the 
colony, that the Hottentots are a free people; that any 
thing in the shape of compulsory service is a violent 
usurpation of their justly recognized rights ; and that 
they had a right to expect that they should be con- 
sidered and treated as a free people, and that their 
persons^ property ^ and possessions should be protected 
the same as other free people. It is now obvious 
that, in pleading the cause of the Hottentots, we do 
not stand upon theoretical grountjs merely ; we stand 
upon the basis of their acknowledged civil rights ; and 
it is now for the British government to declare to the 
world whether those rights are to be realized to theon, 
or whether, in direct opposition to the principles of jus- 
tice, humanity, and sound policy, that oppressed people 
are to be retained in the state of cruel bondage to 
which they have been unjustly, inhumanly, and impo* 
liticly reduced. Britain may yet redeem her charac- 
ter; but if the claims of the natives of South ^Africa 
are not heard, her treatment of that people will be 
one of the foulest blots upon her national honour that 
ever stained the escutcheon of the most degenerate of 
nations. 

The Hottentots, despairing of help from every other 
quarter, now look to the justice and humanity of England 
for deliverance; and they now justly, and humbly ask, 
why they may not, like the colonists, be allowed to bring 
their labours to the best market? Why they should be 
compelled to labour for two or for four rix-dollars (equi- 
valent to three or six shillings sterling money) per month. 
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vvhen they mijght be receiving twenty or twenty-five rix- 
dollars per months if permitted to dispose of themselves 
as a free people ? Why they may not be exempted from 
the cruelties exercised upon them without any form of 
law? Why they should be arbitrarily flogged in the 
public prison, upon the mere ipse dixit of their mas- 
ters ? Why, on complaining of bad usage to a magis- 
trate, they should be put in prison till their master ap- 
pear to answer the accusation brought against him; — 
and why they should be flogged if their complaints are 
held to be frivolous ? Why they should be liable to 
punishment at the mere caprice of a magistrate, and 
without any trial ? Why they should be made respon- 
sible for the loss of their master's property, and thereby 
kept in perpetual bondage, without ever receiving any 
wages? Why they should be treated as vagabonds, 
and be liable to be disposed of at the pleasure of any 
local functionary in whose district they may reside, if they 
do not hire themselves to a master ? Why they should' 
be given to any master, by such an authority, without 
ever having been consulted on the subject ? Why they 
should be liable to have their homes violated, their 
children torn from them, and from the arms of their 
distracted mothers, without having the smallest chance 
of redress? Why they should be denied, by the justice 
and humanity of Britain, the boon prepared for them 
by the Batavian government, when the Cape of Good 
Hope fell into the hands of the English ? And why 
these intolerable oppressions should continue to be im- 
posed upon them, in direct violation of the proclamation 
of the colonial government, declaring, that the original 
natives of the country, the Hottentots, must be consi- 
dered and treated as a free people, who have a lawful 
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abode in the colony ; and whose persons^ property^ and 
possessions ou^ht^ for that reason^ to be protected^ &e 
sarae as other free people ? * 

The interest of the colony cannot require timt euak 
a system of cruel oppression should be continued; and 
it is injqjxksible that the justice^ the humanity^ and 
the magnanimity of the British government can sufiS^ 
longer that evils so enormous should exist in any of its . 
foreign dependencies. Let justice be done to the Hot- 
tentots ; let them be exempted from the oppresi^n of 
the local authorities of the country; let them be at 
liberty to b^ng the produce of their labour to the best 
market ; let them have all the genial stimulus arising 
from the elevated cares of a family ; let them feel all 
those powerful energies which arise from seeing the 

* The manly letter of Dr. Vanderkemp to Governor Janssens (see 
Appendix, No. XV.) shows how such oppressions prevailed, and in 
what terms they were denounced, in his time i the note of my 
esteemed friend and fellow-labourer, Mr. Campbell, (see Appendix, 
No. XVII.) gives his important testimony to their continaance at 
the period of his travels in South Africa ; and full and unanswer- 
able evidence of their existence down to the present time will be 
found in the Tkeopolis and Betkelsdorp Correspondence^ and in the 
articles numbered XII., XIII., and XIV. of Appendix. 

In addition to the respectable testimonies already adduced in 
regard to the existence of such abuses, and in favour of our mis- 
sionary institutions, I may here mention that of my esteemed friend 
H. E. Rutherfoord, Esq., merchant in Cape Town, who had ample 
opportunity, during his various journeys into the interior, of forming 
a correct estimate of their true character and effects. Mr. Ruther- 
foord 's opinion on the subject was boldly and decidedly expressed in 
a Cape journal, {South African Commercial Advertiser^ March 17, 
1824), at a period when it was almost opprobrious in the colony to 
avow such sentiments ; but, such was the power of truth, and the 
pure character of its advocate on this occasion, that malice itself was 
3ilenced> and calumny for a period was dumb« 
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support, — ^the lives of their children dependent upon 
their labour; let the churches of the colonists be thrown 
open for their devotional exercises ; let the ministers of 
the colony be enjoined to recognise them as a part of 
their charge ; and let not this interfere with the self- 
denied labours of those who are willing to impart to them 
the first elements of instruction ; — and, when those invi- 
dious distinctions which mar all fellowship but that 
which arises from a partnership in guilt are done away, 
the loathsome appearances which now deform the face 
of our African Society, and which indicate a rottenness 
deeply seated at the core, may be expected, under the 
impartial administration of equal laws, the fostering 
wing of the British constitution, and the purifying in- 
fluence of Christian instruction and evangelical minis- 
trations, gradually to pass away along with them. 

To use the eloquent language of Mr. Wilberforce, — 
^^ Africa will then become the seat of civilization, 
because the seat of liberty — the seat of commerce, 
because the seat of liberty — the seat of science, because 
the seat of liberty — the seat of religion, because the 
seat of liberty — the seat of morals, because the seat of 
liberty — the seat of happiness, because the seat of 
liberal" * 
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